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Greetings Dear Friends, Groete Liewe Vriende, 

“friendship” noun: the emotions or conduct of 

friends; the state of friends 

synonyms: relationship, attachement, alliance, 

bond, tie, union. 

I am sure many of us during our High School 

years encountered Shakespeare.  As a  

matriculant one of my prescribed books was 

Hamlet.  To this day this play remains my  

favourite of all “The Bards” works.  Last year I 

saw the NT live screening of the play with 

Benedict Cumberbatch rendering an outstand-

ing performance as  the Danish Prince. But I 

digress, one of my favourite lines from the 

play is where Polonius offers advise to his son 

Laertes “ The friends thou hast, and their 

adoption tried, Grapple them to thy soul with 

hoops of steel; but do not dull thy palm with 

entertainment of each new hatch’d unfledged 

comrade” 

Friendship/friends song titles are to numerous 

to mention, we hear these each and every 

day.  Movies about friendship abound, from 

serious themes to comedy and of course  

animation. However happy or sad these mov-

ies may be,  the remaining and underlying  

theme is always the importance of friendship.  

July 18 is Nelson Mandela Day. Our late great 

Statesman said “keep your friends close - and 

your rivals even closer” and “I like friends who 

have independent minds because they tend to 

make you see problems from all angles”.   

This month 30 July is Interna-

tional Day of Friendship.  

Dieu Benisse and stay safe. 

Yours aye 

Frank 

Editor:  Frank Stacey 

Contributors:  Rod Botsis, Mandy 
Botsis, Pam Botha, Kobus Mulder,  
Katie  Schoeman & Deirdré Hewett, 
Myf Steynberg & Estelle Strydom ,    

Design and layout:   
Dirk von Zeuner 

Distribution and Admin:  
Caryl de Krielen 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends 

I know the theme for the magazine 

this edition is “friendship” but that 

is not why I chose to greet you as 

“friends”.  In almost all my letters 

over the years on Sundays, in the 

magazine, in special letters, 

Thanksgiving letters etc. - I have 

deliberately chosen “friends”.  It is 

a commitment from me to you to 

be, as Proverbs says, “a friend who 

stands closer than a brother”. 

Jesus calls us His “friends”, not  

His servants because, He says,  

He has told us all the Father  

wanted Him to tell us.  Friends are 

close, intimate and share “things”.  

I have had three very special 

friends in my adult life: one is now 

home with the Lord and the other 

two live in another province.  They 

are special because I could tell 

them everything and know I would 

still be loved.  And I have been 

with them and loved them at some 

of their lowest moments.  I have 

experienced their rebuke,  

disagreement, forgiveness and  

unwavering support.  They have 

taught me about Christ, about life 

and have modelled for me what a 

friend is to be.  I thank God for 

them, my friends. 

And so when I call you “my 

friends” please know that behind 

that seemingly ordinary greeting is 

an extraordinary joy in being con-

nected to you, part of you, and 

members together in Christ Jesus. 

Over the years I have watched 

friendships become established 

and grow at BPC through people 

being part of a group: a service 

group or a home group.  It is clear 

to me that the incubator to grow 

friendship and the training school 

to develop friendship is a small 

group meeting together regularly, 

preferably once a week. 

And, as I think about my friend-

ships in general, I can see several 

groups where I am allowed to  

be me as we eat together, laugh 

together, hike (used to hike!)  

together, go to sport together.  

We’ve been to weddings and birth-

days and funerals together.   
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Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  

Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  

Pilates and Toning  

classes. Tuesday mornings  

in the Lingen Street Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-

nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  

Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  

Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 

and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

Ian Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 

PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   

Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

 Cup Cakes 

Jana du Plessis bakes cupcakes 
of different flavours and frostings.  

Contact her on  0741816359 

.  
Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  

"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 

high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 

Reliable Technician  

Frans vd Merwe  

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, 

etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 

holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         

Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 

0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  

Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 

BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 

her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-

bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  

health and skin care consultant. 

Woodwork - For all your built-in  

cupboards / refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 

0219193122 or 0827292725 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 

0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 

for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  

(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 
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cooking freezer meals to be 

used for members who 

have been in hospital or for 

various other reasons. 

Our pantry has been so 

blessed this year that I was 

able to give a substantial 

food parcel to three of our 

families at Easter. So thank 

you to all and I include here 

the faithful and regular 

anonymous donation which 

gets put into the plate. 

We still continue to bless 

outside organisations 

thanks to the team of ladies 

who do the sorting. Dona-

tions have been made to 

the following organizations 

in the past months: NOAH 

Community Homes for the 

Aged with clothes, Shiloh 

(clothes, bedding and 

household appliances), 

Tygerberg Hospital Oncolo-

gy Unit and School with art 

supplies and jerseys, MES 

with clothing, Hidden Treas-

ures Charity Mission Shop 

with all sorts, Bright Star 

Home for children with toys 

and clothing as well as 

food, Women of Wisdom 

with material, wool,  

patterns etc.  Bless a Baby 

Project with blankets and 

clothing for babies less 

than six months old, cloth-

ing for ministers and elders 

within the wider church  

and finally Thandolwethu 

Orphanage Khayelitsha with 

clothing, toys and food. 

Once again I say a huge 

THANK YOU to all our mem-

bers. Without your contri-

butions this would not be 

possible. 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL. 

Pam 
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We worship together. 

Friends; together. 

At BPC we have Home Groups 

which meet once a week.  Friends 

coming together to love and care 

for each other, grow in the grace 

and knowledge of the Lord Jesus.  

Some have been going a long time; 

others have run their course and 

have become the seed to grow new 

groups.  Are you in a Home Group? 

Let me ask again:  Are you in a 

Home Group? 

The first line of pastoral care at 

BPC is your Home Group!  Even 

before me and your pastoral carer.  

And I know the wonderful care that 

is given to one another in those 

Home Groups - much better than I 

could ever have given on my own. 

Home Groups meet when they 

want to, some during the day, and 

some at night.  Some have a meal 

together, some just a “cuppa”.  

Some sing, some don’t.  Some in-

vite me to give the group Holy 

Communion every now and then.  

Each is unique but all do the same 

thing:  allow the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit to become real.  Are 

you in a Home Group?   If not, it is 

time to join one! 

Q:  I would like to start a retired 

men’s group to meet in the morn-

ing, maybe over a simple breakfast.  

My imagination says we could meet 

for 1 1/2 hours and have serious 

discussions about the Christian 

faith or our faith and how we apply 

or struggle to apply the Scriptures 

to our daily lives.  How about  

letting me know if you would be 

interested?  (SMS/WhatsApp 

0829215179). 

As I end this love-letter to my 

friends I want to ask you to do an 

act of devotion to Jesus, friend of 

sinners:  Take a moment now with 

pen and paper (or your smartphone 

or tablet or computer) and write 

down the names of your dear 

friends, still here or home awaiting 

your arrival.  Let Jesus remind you 

of these blessed ones who have 

made your life so rich.  As you 

write give thanks for that special 

love - philia - between friends and 

of which you have received and of 

which you have given. 

Seriously, do this act of devotion.  

It will honour Jesus and bless you. 

Always,  

Your friend, 
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JULY 

Birthday Greetings 
1 Judy Bluett 

 Elsa Brown 

 Candice Groenewald 

2 Tiaan Calitz 

 Cecilia Gerber 

 Shaun Pridgeon 

3 Inge-Louise Brenzel 

 Nicky Lerm 

 Shaun Stander 

4 Maré du Plessis 

 Erna Voges 

5 Danielle Buchan 

 Eric Devine 

 Carmen van Zyl 

6 Kobus Mulder 

7 Liam Downing 

 Dirk Gevers 

8 Megan Conradie 

 Valerie Smit 

9 Viv Agnello 

10 Siri Ann Ticha 

 Jennie van den Berg 

13 Lucille Fester 

 Arthur Perold 

16 Matteo Gush 

 Gert Myburgh 

 Dominique Stander 

17 Andries Britz 

18 Dylan Lock 

19 Chiara Gush 

 Malachi Kenyon- Slade 

 Freddie Watermeyer 

20 Jo-Marie Swanepoel 

 Mark van der Merwe 

21 Estelle le Roux 

 Patience Makhambi 

 Belinda Smit 

22 Di Conradie 

 Karen Sperrin 

 Gideon Swanepoel 

23 Nathi Makhambi 

 Robbie Rossouw 

 Fran Welch 

24 Simone Lerm 

24  Henry Oliver 

25 Matt Brenzel 

 Jas du Preez 

 Louise Gevers 

 Deirdré Huisamen 

 Lawrence Kenyon-
 Slade 

26 Bessie Perold 

 Taryn van der Merwe 

 Karen Watermeyer 

28 Cheryl Fourie 

29 Cheri Parkin 

 Henk Voges 

31 Robert Pianizzola 

 Nora Schuitemaker 

 

If your name has been 
omitted or the date is 

wrong, please let Caryl 
know so that our  
records may be  

corrected. 
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and clothes. 

· Providing clothing in  

general as well as  

blankets, linen etc. 

· Replacement of cell 

phones when members 

have had cell phones  

stolen. 

· Toiletries for the elderly. 

· Contributions to the pay-

ment of rent at retire-

ment centres. 

· Food parcels to members 

who are struggling. 

· Providing members with 

meals when they are ill  

or have lost a family 

member. 

· Help with the payment of 

medical bills. 

· Finally, over the years we 

have also helped with fu-

neral expenses as was 

the case recently. 

On the 19 and 26 of May 

The Camelot Beauty School 

Students did their commu-

nity service at BPC. It was a 

huge amount of organisa-

tion from our side and lots 

of work for Audrey Coetzee 

(a member and the stu-

dents’ supervisor) but on 

the nineteenth they blessed 

about 20 of our members 

with a pamper hour. Those 

who are mobile came to 

BPC and were pampered in 

the Sunday school class 

rooms.  

For those who are more 

isolated because of lack  

of transport some of the 

pastoral team chauffeured 

students to 4 retirement 

centres and collected a 

number of members to 

have their pamper hour at 

BPC.   

Both members and stu-

dents alike thoroughly  

enjoyed the morning. 

On the 26th the seven  

students spent the morning 



24 

Since writing the last Pasto-

ral letter we have sadly had 

to say “Goodbye“ to Gerry 

Snyders who was part of 

the pastoral team. Gerry is 

busy with many other min-

istries and requested to be 

taken off our team.  

Gerry, thank you for the 

wonderful work you did 

and may you be blessed in 

your other ministries. 

Members frequently com-

ment “We get asked so of-

ten to reach out and help 

the poor but what are we 

doing for our own mem-

bers?”  With this in mind I 

will focus this contribution 

on some of the ways we 

bless our own members. 

Let me begin by saying that 

when any contributions are 

dropped off at BPC, priority 

is always given to members 

and staff at BPC that are  

in need. Added to this is  

the fact that much of the 

Pastoral budget is spent on 

the needs of our own mem-

bers. We also use other 

budgets to help members. 

Some of the ways we have 

blessed our members in 

the past few months in-

clude: 

· Help towards housing 

when families are in crisis 

as well as long term help 

in the form of Wendy 

Houses being provided. 

· Help with furniture and 

electrical appliances. 

· Help with school fees. 

· Providing school shoes 

FROM THE  

PASTORAL DESK 
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Prayers & Poems 

Heavenly Father, sitting here in the shade listening to the water in 

the stream bubbling over the stones, one cannot help but see the im-

age of your Holy spirit bubbling over our lives and over us as mi-

nute slices of your creation. Father the stones in the water are so 

clean and rich in colour and embellished with shadows from the 

ripples of the water and I thank you deeply that I can consider my-

self one of these stones awash with your presence. 

The stones on the bank out of the water are so dry, dusty and col-

ourless and I thank you again that this is not the reflection of my life 

- devoid of the Holy Spirit. And Lord when the sand amongst the 

rocks in the water is disturbed, the water suddenly becomes murky 

and discoloured, much like our lives when we hit a rough patch but 

despite the murkiness the sound of the bubbling continues, indica-

tive of the fact that in our rough patches you are still holding us 

close. And because of the current and wash of the stream the water 

clears very quickly and the sand settles and the crisp clarity returns. 

Father help me to always retain this image - that You wash away 

any troubles, any sins and any thorns and obstacles - and where 

there is an obstruction in the stream, it just cannot stem the flow of 

the stream - it merely washes around it - nothing stems the flow of 

the Holy Spirit. 

And Father the imagery continues - the trees along the banks are 

like monoliths standing in testimony to the nourishment provided 

by your bubbling stream of life, giving nourishment and strength. 

The naked roots washed clean provide safe refuge for the little crabs 

and frogs and insects in the same manner that the Holy Spirit con-

tinually watches over us on our life-journey. 
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This month’s home group was 

originally under Tony’s care until 

he asked Denise Asch to lead it. 

The group of 10 retired women 

has gone from strength to 

strength both in number and in 

their wide range of Biblical stud-

ies ably led by Denise. They 

meet every Thursday from 

930am to 1030am in the Cry 

Room next to the church.  

You will be blown away by the 

list of Biblical themes and series 

this group has studied over the 

past 2 years. Here’s a small sam-

ple: Jesus the Reason series, the 

Beatitude series, the Waiting for 

God series, the Names of God 

series, Overcoming life’s chal-

lenges series, FAITH (looking at 

Old Testament and New Testa-

ment characters), a study series 

on LOVE, on 2 Peter and Jude. 

Wow!  

This dedication and love for the 

Word is an example to every 

home group at BPC. Thank you, 

ladies, for showing us what dis-

cipleship and commitment 

means no matter what one’s 

age. 

Denise leads the study with a lot 

of group participation. She in-

forms them what passage will 

be studied prior to Thursday 

which allows everyone to bring 

questions, comments and in-

sights. This group love to learn, 

are eager to grow and know 

more. When something new 

comes up, they’re keen and en-

thusiastic to take in all they can.  

Just recently while studying Jo-

seph, the group “took him 

apart” says Denise, in their 

keenness to learn about his 

dreams and the way this subject 

applies to their own lives. Den-

ise, as the teacher, looks far and 

wide for interesting and unusual 

subjects. Do you know who 

Nadab is? Well this group does! 

(For your information he was 

the eldest son of Aaron). 

 

OUR HOME GROUPS 
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Friends are the siblings God never 
gave us—Mencius 

Walking with a friend in the dark is 
better than walking alone in the 
light—Helen Keller 

One of the most beautiful qualities of 
friendship is to understand and be un-
derstood—Annaeus Seneca 

My best friend is the one who brings 
out the best in me—Henry Ford 

A true friend never gets in your way 
unless you happen to be going down—
Arnold H Glascow 

Love is the only force capable of trans-
forming an enemy into a friend—
Martin Luther King JR 

Friends show their love in times of 
trouble, not in happiness—Euripudes 

Friendship is always a sweet responsi-
bility, never an opportunity—Khalil 
Gibran 

A real friend is one who walks in when 
the rest of the world walks out—
Walter Winchell 

Friendship…..is not something you 
learn in school. But if you haven't 
learned the meaning of friendship, you 
really haven't learned anything—
Muhammad Ali 

There are no strangers here; only 
friends you haven't met yet—William 
Butler Yeats 

A tree is known by it’s fruit; a man by 
his deeds. A good deed is never lost; 
he who sows courtesy reaps friend-
ship, and he who plants kindness 
gathers love—Saint Basil 

A friend is what the heart needs all the 
time—Henry van Dyke 

Friends and good manners will carry 
you where money won’t go—Margaret 
Walker 

Rare is true love, true friendship is 
rarer—Jean de la Fontaine 

My best friend is the man who in wish-
ing me well wishes it for my sake—
Aristotle 

True friends stab you in the front—
Oscar Wilde 

If you have one true friend you have 
more than your share—Thomas Fuller 

The only way to have a friend is to be 
one—Ralph Waldo 

A friend is one who knows you and 
loves you all the same—Elbert Hub-
bard 

 

 QUOTES 
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 Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  

training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  

3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  

5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      

info@domesticblissct.co.za 

25 Hope: Father, may You, the 
God of hope, grant that my chil-
dren overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 15:13) 

26 Willingness and Ability to 
Work: Lord, teach my children 
to value work and to work with 
all their heart, as if working for 
You and not man (Colossians 
3:23) 

27 Passion for God: Lord, 
please instill in my children a 
soul that ‘followeth hard after 
Thee’ – one that clings passion-
ately to You (Psalm 63:8) 

28 Self-discipline: Father, I pray 
that my children will acquire a 
disciplined and prudent life, do-
ing what is right, just and fair 
(Proverbs 1:3) 

29 Prayerfulness: Grant Lord, 
that my children’s lives may be 
marked by prayerfulness, that 
they  may learn to pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all 
kinds of prayers (1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:17) 

30 Gratitude: Help my children 
to live lives overflowing with 
thankfulness, always giving 
thanks to  God, the Father, for 
everything, in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 
5:20, Colossians 2:7) 

Katie & Deirdré  

www.tinyurl.com/h6c2g7r 
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These ladies are loyal to one an-

other, caring for one another 

and others who can’t attend a 

Bible study due to illness or ad-

vanced age and limited mobility. 

Their weekly attendance is a 

personal priority and only ill-

ness makes them stay away. 

Prayer requests are treated in 

confidence and with regular in-

tercession. 

 

It is a beautiful thing in God’s 

sight, to keep sharpening this 

two-edged sword, His Word 

which separates truth from er-

ror. This small group knows and 

understands this and we are en-

couraged by their example.  

The group welcomes anyone to 
join them on a Thursday at 
930am in the Cry 
Room. 

MANDY BOTSIS  

JULY DIARY 
4th Session meets. 

19th Deadline for August BellPress Magazine. 

23rd Meditative Service at 6 00pm.  ”Meeting God in  
 Scripture”  
 (Note the change in time for this service).  
 
24th 3rd School term begins. 
 

30th Holy Communion celebrated at all Services. 
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Youth Zone 

The winter holiday is upon us 

… time to relax indoors, hope-

fully with plenty of rain gush-

ing down outside, and indulge 

in the family activities one 

doesn’t always have time for 

during the term or in summer. 

As always, I’m on a mission to 

encourage parents and grand-

parents to take time to read to 

the young ones. There are 

wonderfully illustrated Bible 

stories available, besides a 

wealth of exciting children’s 

fiction. If your high school 

child is dreading having to 

battle through a set work book  

before the new term, offer to 

read it aloud to him/her, or 

take turns. A shared story is 

far more meaningful, and you 

can explain difficult bits and 

discuss some of the deeper im-

plications.  Family reading 

sessions can be a precious 

time of bonding – far more 

valuable than watching a 

movie or, worse still, each ex-

isting in an individual cocoon 

with a cell phone or tablet! Dig 

out the old board games like 

Monopoly and Thirty Seconds 

… and there are hundreds of 

others on the market now, like 

Banagrams, a fun word game. 

When last did you build a fam-

ily jig-saw puzzle? If you have 

a spare tray or space on a ta-

ble, leave the puzzle out for 

anyone to add to, or gather 

around it and each work on a 

corner.May you all have a 

warm, safe break from the 

school routine, and build 

beautiful memories. 

We have some news about 

two of our young people this 

month: 

Congratulations to Dewalt  

Swanepoel, one of our 2015 

confirmees, who has been se-

lected for the under 18 WP 

LSEN (Learners with Special 

Educative Needs) Schools’ 
21 

11 Faithfulness: Let love and 
faithfulness never leave my chil-
dren, but bind these twin virtues 
around their necks, and write 
them on the tablets of their 
hearts (Proverbs 3:3) 

12 Courage: May my children 
be strong and courageous in 
their character always. 
(Deuteronomy 31:6) 

13 Purity: Create in them a pure 
heart, O God, and let that purity 
of heart be shown forth in their 
actions (Psalm 51:10) 

14 Kindness: Lord, may my chil-
dren always try to be kind to 
one another and everyone 
around them (1 Thessalonians 
5:15) 

15 Generosity: Grant that my 
children may be generous and 
willing to share, laying-up for 
themselves treasures, as firm 
foundation for the coming age 
(1 Timothy 6:18-19) 

16 Peace-loving: Father, let my 
children make every effort to do 
what leads to peace. (Romans 
14:9) 

17 Joy: May my children be 
filled with joy from the Holy 
Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:6) 

18 Perseverance: Lord, teach 
my children perseverance in all 

they do, and especially help 
them to run with perseverance 
the race marked out for them 
(Hebrews 12:1) 

19 Humility: God, please culti-
vate in my children the ability to 
show true humility towards 
 everyone (Titus 3:2) 

20 Compassion: Lord, please 
clothe my children with the vir-
tue of compassion (Colossians 
3:12) 

21 Responsibility: Grant that 
my children may learn responsi-
bility, for each one should carry 
his own load (Galatians 6:5) 

22 Contentment: Father, teach 
my children the secret of being 
content in any and every situa-
tion, through Christ, Who gives 
them strength (Philippians 4:12-
13) 

23 Faith: I pray that faith will 
find root and grow in my chil-
dren’s hearts, and that by faith 
they may gain what has been 
promised to them (Luke 17:5-6, 
Hebrews 11:1-40) 

24 A servant’s heart: God, 
please help my children to de-
velop a servant heart so that 
they may serve wholeheartedly, 
as if they were serving you and 
not man (Ephesians 6:7) 
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Spread the Word 
MISSION AND EVANGELISM 

30-day Praying for your 
Children Challenge 

From Jericho Walls 7 June 2017 

 

Consider making a prayer card 
with each of the following 
points, and pray for you, your 
children and children you may 
know, for 30 days. 

 

1 Salvation: Lord, let salvation 
spring up within my children 
that they may obtain the salva-
tion that is in Christ Jesus with 
eternal glory (Isaiah 45:8, 2 Tim-
othy 2:10) 

2 Growth in grace: I pray that 
my children may grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and  Saviour, Jesus Christ 
(2 Peter 3:18) 

3 Love: Grant Lord, that my chil-
dren may learn to live a life of 
love, through the Spirit, who 
dwells  in them (Galatians 5:25, 
Ephesians 5:2) 

4 Honesty and integrity: May 
integrity and honesty be their 

virtue and their protection 
(Psalm 25:21) 

5 Self-control: Father, help my 
children to be alert and self-
controlled in all that they do (1 
Thessalonians 5:6) 

6 Love for God’s Word: May my 
children grow to find your Word 
more precious than pure gold 
and sweeter than honey from 
the comb (Psalm 19:10) 

7 Justice: God, help my children 
to love justice, as You do, and 
act justly in all that they do 
(Psalm 11:7, Micah 6:8) 

8 Mercy: May my children al-
ways be merciful, just as their 
Father is merciful (Luke 6:36) 

9 Respect: (for self, others, and 
authority) – Father, grant that 
my children may show the prop-
er respect to everyone, as Your 
Word commands (1 Peter 2:17) 

10 Biblical self-esteem: Help 
my children to develop a strong 
self-esteem rooted in the reali-
zation that they are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:10) 
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Rugby squad. He will be par-

ticipating in the Craven Week 

to be held in Durban in the 

first week of July. Dewalt, 

who is also the head boy of 

the Jan Kriel School, has been 

working extremely hard to 

achieve this dream - we share 

in his family’s pride in his suc-

cess and wish him well for the 

tournament. 

Last year Jannes  Strydom, 

who was confirmed in 2010, 

completed his community ser-

vice as a physiotherapist at 

the Potchefstroom Hospital. 

As the year drew to a close he 

began to explore job opportu-

nities closer to Pretoria, as his 

fiancée would be starting to 

work there in January. After 

two successful interviews he 

was blessed to be able to ac-

cept a post with a practice 

which focuses on neurological 

rehabilitation, an aspect of 

physiotherapy for which he 

developed a passion during 

his student days. They work 

in close conjunction with oc-

cupational and speech thera-

pists, mainly with stroke pa-

tients and spinal cord and 

head injuries.  

The practice was begun by 

two Christian sisters whose 

mother developed a neurolog-

ical condition which has re-

quired extensive rehabilita-

tion. He has quickly come to 

feel at home in the practice, 

which seems to make every 

effort to care for their em-

ployees and to create opportu-

nities for the families to get to 

know one another. This is his 

update on life in Gauteng: 

“Waking up early is tough. 

Waking up early in a new city 

is even tougher. Gone are the 

days of waking up late for 

class or just deciding to skip 

the first one because you are 

"too tired." 

There was a time in my life 

when waking up be-

fore 6AM only happened 

when we were leaving on a 

family holiday, and that was 

followed by sleeping in the 

car for the first half of the 

trip. Having your alarm jolt 
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you awake every morning 

at 4:30 is not fun. More often 

than not the first thought that 

runs through my head is how 

I cannot wait to get back into 

bed that evening so that I can 

sleep again. 

“One of my senior colleagues 

recently said to me that I real-

ly must love my job to wake 

up at that time every day, 

drive to the Centurion Gau-

train Station, travel on the 

Gautrain and then walk 

800metres to the Netcare 

Rosebank Rehab Unit in the 

dark before work. And I do. I 

love my job. I love that every 

day I go to work to do my best 

to help people. I think every 

rehab therapist has to love 

his/her job, otherwise all the 

gory things we see daily 

would not be worthwhile.  

I love my job because of the 

childlike excitement of a 90 

year-old man who has just 

stood up on his own, or a  

family member who can final-

ly take their loved one home. 

“This is all amazing to see, but 

one aspect of my job makes it 

extremely special to me: I love 

the opportunity that my job 

offers me to speak to people 

about God. I think the rela-

tionship that is built between 

a therapist and a patient dur-

ing a 12-week stay in rehab is 

paramount, and it would be 

silly, or even irresponsible, for 

me not to start a meaningful 

conversation with my patients 

at some time during that peri-

od. 

 

“Every day I am grateful that I 

have been blessed with a job 

in these trying times in the 

economy of our country, espe-

cially a job where I can see the 

difference I can make in peo-

ple's lives, both physically and 

spiritually.” 

God bless you all.  

Estelle Strydom 
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the choice not to be a believer any 

longer – simply because it is a new 

choice to make.   

Children can really choose from 

thousands of different religious 

denominations and in most cases 

none of them have any more evi-

dence that the other.   My friend 

is of the opinion that education 

and available information could 

also play a role in the decline of 

believers.  Modern schooling sys-

tem accelerates the effects of new 

choices by allowing for an unbi-

ased teaching of different cultures 

and ideas.  In many countries, it is 

mandatory for all school children 

to go through religious studies 

and understand the basic views of 

different religions. 

They might form an opinion that 

many religions have very large 

similarities and that one religion 

is not “worth” anymore than an-

other. Many could choose to be-

lieve that all religions are worth-

less since they cannot choose the 

right one.  And then there is the 

internet with any kind of religious 

information available, and not  

all necessarily true, but which 

could be read and interpreted by 

anybody.   

I brought us back to the influence 

of scientist like Dawkins and 

Hawking, people who I admire for 

their scientific knowledge but who 

at the same time spew information 

like: “religion is capable of driving 

people to such dangerous folly 

that faith seems to me to qualify 

as a kind of mental illness”. 

Much, much later; while dark red 

liquid stuff from Allesverloren was 

being enjoyed we agree that 

choices, education, information 

and bad press all play a role in the 

declining role of religion in the 

modern world.  However, the fact 

that we filled ourselves with 

sheep’s brains does not mean that 

our line of thinking is correct; turn 

to the person next to you and dis-

cuss the issue amongst yourselves 

– for as long as you want. 

 

Watching God work 

Kobus MULDER 

 

 



18 

which means believers, with high-

er birth rates, will win in the end”,  

he motivates his agreement.  Sens-

ing that he is using his Statistics 

III knowledge, I chipped in that it 

then means that Christianity 

would continue to lose ground in 

some of the more affluent western 

countries, including the US, but 

will continue to gain converts in 

Asia, Africa and South America 

where the birth rate is higher.  

Islam will also continue to grow all 

over the world because of the 

higher birth rate of its members.  

Hopefully most of those people 

leaving the major religions will 

probably not end up atheists but 

move to some less defined reli-

gious belief or simply be unaffiliat-

ed. Maybe the growth of the un-

affiliated in developed countries 

will be offset by an increase in 

numbers in China where Christi-

anity is growing fastest of any-

where. 

By this time our smileys have ar-

rived; complete with pap and gra-

vy and pan fried cabbage and for a 

long while the only sound that 

could be heard was our gastro-

nomic groans.  As we were picking 

the last of the smoky morsels from 

the jawbones, soil scientist restart-

ed our conversation with: “as soci-

eties change and develop so too 

must our understanding of them 

but, why is there is such a dra-

matic fall in religious belief in 

wealthy developed countries?”  

Without waiting for an answer he 

gave his first reason. 

Today there are more rights and 

freedom in these areas; often 

there is no one right way of behav-

ing anymore. Way back most par-

ents would teach their children to 

be of a particular religion from a 

young age but in a modern world 

more children can make their own 

choice to believe in a religion or 

not.  To which I added that multi 

culturalism in Europe and the USA 

must also have something to do 

with it.  People are encouraged to 

understand and accept new peo-

ples and their cultures however; 

this brings alternatives into their 

thinking.  This could lead to young 

people thinking that what they 

were taught as children was per-

haps not the only or right way.  Of 

course, it follows that new choices 

could offer some religion members 
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In the Family 

 

Maureen Toerien has been blessed by the safe arrival of 
her third grandchild, Lacey, born to Adrian and Cristina 
on 26 May in London. 

Another son of BPC selected for ordination 

 

Andrew Snyders has been involved with Youth Ministry at the 
Goodwood Presbyterian Church for the past four years and is 
currently working alongside Tony Robinson at the United 
Church in Stellenbosch. He is also a volunteer with Scripture 
Union and has been particularly involved with their school 
camps.  

He recently returned from selection conference at the  
Presbyterian Church central office in Johannesburg where 
prospective candidates for the ministry are rigorously inter-
viewed for ordination into the ministry. 

Having been successful in the selection process Andrew will 
begin a one year Post Academic Training period next year at  
a church still to be announced although he would like to be 
considered for placement in the Eastern Cape or even in  
Zambia. And by God’s grace should be ordained into the min-
istry by the end of 2018. 

Thank you Andrew for your commitment to Jesus and to the 
youth of the church. 

All blessings as you head to ordination. 
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PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              

FOR INSERTION IN THE AUGUST 

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN 

WEDNESDAY 19 JULY 2017 Ed ! ! 

BRAIN TEASERS 
ANAGRAMS — PLACES IN THE BIBLE 

Rule James 

A leg lie 

To China! 

Any blob 

Chin rot 

Omit as a poem 

A truss 

Manure cap 

I’m a Sara 

Cola idea 

No herb 

Babes here? 

Same pilot 

Push! See? 

Space idol 

Hen vine 

Heap hid a pill 

Is a drain 

Source: Bi-

bleQuizzes.org.uk 

SOLUTION ON PAGE  14 

17 

  he, while pushing some of the 

still-to-be-used cutlery away. (He 

always needs space for his hands 

which talk more than his mouth).  

Knowing that he has just re-

turned from visits to his children 

in Sweden, England and Oklaho-

ma, and to play for time, I ask: 

“and which country gave you that 

opinion?” 

It is not only a country which in-

fluenced his opinion but also the 

writings and opinions of people 

like the philosopher A C Grayling 

and scientists like Richard Daw-

kins and Stephen Hawking.  I was 

quick to respond that those are 

the most well-known atheists in 

the UK and therefore I will take 

their opinions with a kilogram of 

salt as it is in their interest to say 

things like that.    

It was mostly Sweden which 

shocked him with the fact that 

the more affluent the Swedes 

have become, the less religion 

plays a role in their lives. Sweden 

ranks high along with developed 

countries such as Germany, 

France, The Netherlands and 

Denmark where many citizens 

don’t believe in religion anymore.   

Only 11% of Swedes think reli-

gion is important in everyday life 

and only 15% of the members of 

the Protestant Church of Sweden, 

the main church, actually believe 

in God!  Obviously, this sort of 

statistics gives reason to people, 

who have lost most of their mar-

bles, to say that Sweden is an ex-

ample that when a society rids 

itself of religion, it becomes 

peaceful and affluent.   

I remember in the 60s already, 

when I started to get my brain 

cells in a row, some sociologists 

predicted that as the modern 

world becomes more affluent and 

secure, and people became more 

educated, they will become less 

in need of religion.  In short, 

modernisation will bring im-

proved living conditions which 

are associated with a decline in 

religion.  Although this sort of 

trend is also visible in the USA 

and Australia, I argued, that this 

does not mean God is not “in 

business” anymore.  

 “Yes”,  he agrees, “although 

atheists and non-believers are in 

large numbers in affluent socie-

ties, they have lower birth rates 
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My Stellenbosch friend, the re-

tired soil scientist, phoned to tell 

the date and venue of our annual 

skaapkop eating date; he had 

come across a farmer’s wife out-

side Riebeek-West who claims 

hers is the best. To start we will 

be served a curried pork tripe 

sausage (a la andouillette) and a 

sago pudding to end with. Need-

less to say I counted the ten long 

days off until last Friday when we 

travelled to the Swartland hamlet.   

Because the road to the farm in-

volved a 3km stretch of gravel 

road, too much for his town car, 

we had to travel in his old Land 

Rover; which is always an uncom-

fortable, noisy and oil-smelling 

experience.  Having been told 

once before that what is good for 

the Queen is good for him, I 

stopped making comments about 

the vehicle.  Our quarterly lunch 

meetings have two objectives; to 

eat and talk well.  Because soil 

scientist is a well-read and 

learned man (a PhD in wine mak-

ing and another in soil science) 

he is never short of interesting 

and challenging topics to discuss.  

Our ritual is always the same; 

first we make small talk (about 

the state of the nation) over the 

liquid and solid starters and then 

a subject will land on the table.  

We both lie about the fact that 

the subject is spontaneous; both 

of us know beforehand what topic 

is on our private agenda – in or-

der to challenge the other.  How-

ever, this time he revealed his 

topic earlier than usual which I 

think had to do with the unusual 

aperitif we were served – Olof 

Bergh with a dash of Oros.  Sjoe 

pal, powerful and horrible but we 

persevered despite the fire in our 

throats.   

So, while I was loading the first  

of the tripe sausage and baked 

fennel on my fork, he shoots the 

bait from the hip; “religion is  

dying in the modern world”, says 

Ultimate Strange Views 
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Friends and relationships 

We humans are a social 

species, and we have a 

strong need for close 

friends. We feel more 

grounded when we have a 

sense of belonging and of 

being appreciated by peo-

ple we care for. How often 

do we sit in meetings with 

people we think we know 

but in reality all we know is 

information about them: 

what job they do, how many 

children they have and 

where they live. Real rela-

tionships mean sharing part 

of your life with another 

person. They require you to 

be someone’s tower of 

strength which may take 

time, sacrifice and honesty.  

A number of popular songs 

have struck emotional 

chords in the listeners. Do 

you remember the Cole 

Porter song made famous 

by Barbra Streisand way 

back in the 60’s: “People 

who need people are the 

luckiest people in the 

world”? Later, Joe Cocker 

sang that song with a won-

derful melody, “With a little 

help from my friends”. 

Close friends might have 

similar values and tradi-

tions, or can come from dif-

ferent backgrounds, but the 

bonds they share are mean-

ingful and firm. Intimate 

friends share experiences, 

participate in the mile-

stones and changes in life, 

the successes and setbacks, 

the highs and lows. Close 

DID YOU KNOW 
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friends can be counted on 

to be there in times of crisis 

or celebration, to make 

time available and even 

make sacrifices for each 

other. By the same token, 

people without friends of-

ten experience the pain 

and vulnerability of loneli-

ness. 

Nowadays social media 

supposedly enable people 

to make new friends via 

myriad sites like Facebook 

or Instagram, but online 

friendships are more 

“virtual” than real and 

many of these “cyber-

bonds” are anything but re-

al. They can ironically be a 

way of not engaging deeply 

with others. How often do 

we see people sharing a 

meal in a restaurant yet not 

talking because they have 

their eyes glued to their 

phones? In the guise of 

generating friendships, the 

Internet can keep people 

apart. Social media cannot 

replace the authenticity 

and intimacy of face-to-face 

interactions. 

Like long and good mar-

riages, close friendships 

need to be cultivated and 

nurtured over the years. 

They take special caring, 

tolerance of each other’s 

frailties and honest criti-

cism when necessary. As 

the writer of Hebrews said, 

“Don’t forget to do good 

and to share with those in 

need. These are the sacri-

fices that please 

God.” [Hebrews 13:16] 

[Source: https://

psychologytoday.com] 

Myf Steynberg 
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In Your Garden 

Plant three rows of peas: Peace of mind, Peace of heart,  

Peace of soul 

Plant for rows of squash:  Squash gossip, Squash indifference, 

Squash grumbling, Squash Selfishness 

Plant for rows of lettuce: Lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind,  

Lettuce be obedient, lettuce love one another 

No garden without turnips; Turnip for meetings, Turnip for  

service, Turnip to help one another 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love 

There is much fruit in your garden, because  

you reap what you sow. 

To conclude our garden we must have thyme:  

Thyme for God, Thyme for study, Thyme for prayer 

Rule James  Jerusalem 

A leg lie  Galiiee 

To China  Antioch 

Any blob  Babylon 

Chin rot  Corinth 

Omit as a poem  Thessalonica 

A truss  Tarsus 

Manure cap  Capernaum 

I’m a Sara  Samaria 

Cola Idea  Laodicea 

No herb  Hebron 

Babes here?  Beersheba 

Same Pilot  Ptolemias 

Push! See?  Ephesus 

Space Idol   Decapolis 

Hen vine  Nineveh 

Heap hid a pill Philidelphia 

Is a drain  Sardinia 

ANAGRAM SOLUTIONS 


