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AHOY THERE 
Spring is upon us.  “Spring has sprung, the grass 
is riz, I wunders where the boidies is, the boid is 
on the wing, but that’s absoid, cuz everybody 
knows the wing is on the boid”  As 08 Septem-
ber is International Literacy Day, we high-
light Education this month.   
Sadly it seems that despite Statistics South  
Africa’s 2015 census indicating a national litera-
cy rate of 93.7%, we still have an huge anomaly.   
Other research reveals that 58% of Grade 4 
learners cannot “read for meaning” and 29% are 
completely illiterate. The foundation of literacy 
starts while still in nappies where  our youth are 
taught in one of the 11 official languages 
(mother tongue). This continues from Grade 1 to 
3. From Grade 4 the majority are instructed in 
English. To further add fuel to the fire, school 
attendance is only compulsory till age 15/Grade 
9. En hier begin die pap op die grond val.  
Not having the ability to read for meaning 
(unless identified and corrected), continues to 
impact throughout schooling and beyond for 
many. These scenarios (and other factors) lead 
to early school drop-out, the perpetuation of 
unemployment, poverty and a negative impact 
on our economic growth.     
As for myself I thankfully completed my Cape  
Senior Certificate (Matric) light years ago.  
Shortly thereafter my “life education” started.  
I was taught many useful skills, how to iron 
(including my bed), highly polish my footwear, 
dhoby (wash) my kit (clothes), scrub decks, 
march, steer a ship, tie knots, raise flags, ring a 
ship’s bell, paint, fight fires and land helicopters 
on a ship’s deck.  Learned the art in being an 
Officer and a Gentleman, dexterity at the dining 
table while enjoying meals including how to peel 
and eat fruit using knife and fork, whilst your 
ship pounds her way through stormy seas.  Yes, 
I have been  privileged and truly blessed to have 
gained so much knowledge and experience dur-
ing my working life, unlike so many of my fellow 
countrymen. 
My teacher thought I was smarter 
than I was – so I was.   
Six year old child   
Au revoir, 

Yours aye     Frank 
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Letter from the 
Minister 

 
Dear friends, (written from  

Johannesburg on leave 16/08) 

I’ve been watching my daughter 

and son in law parent their new 

son, Kingsley. And have heard ring-

ing in my ears what many of you, 

grandparents, have told me. “What 

is great about being a grandparent 

is you get to enjoy your grandchild 

but when you want to, you hand 

them back to the parents”! 

So the other night when placid 

Kingsley was anything but and we 

(mom, dad, granny and pappou) 

could not work out why he was 

yelling at us, my dark side said “not 

your problem Rod, go to bed and 

sleep well”. My nice side said “do 

you remember when you were a 

first time new parent with new-

born Hannah? We actually called 

the doctor to make a home visit  

because she was making strange 

noises! He came, looked, listened, 

prodded, poked and said, “Rod, I 

may be your friend but you will 

pay for this visit because there is 

nothing wrong with Hannah…..she 

is just laughing”! 

No one is ever really educated for 

parenting; not for any of its stages. 

As some of you have bravely taught 

me and been an example to me 

“little children, little problems; big 

children, big problems”. Even to 

your deathbed sadly. 

The Editor has chosen “education” 

as our theme this month hence my 

rambling on about being educated 

for parenthood. 

A well known Cape Town school 

has as its motto: “We educate not 

for knowledge but for life”.  That’s 

a grand claim and it does draw a 

distinction between knowledge and 

the application of that knowledge 

to life: life’s daily grind and life’s 

lofty dreams and ideals. 

Our President has no formal educa-

tion but he is very streetwise, 

shrewd and knows how to take 

care of himself. 

The Bible (Peter writing in 2 Peter 

3: 18) urges us to “continue to grow 

in the knowledge and grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ”. 

But when Paul is trying to convert 

the Roman Governor Festus (go 

read Acts chapter 26 – it is a great 

reading), Festus says to Paul (Acts 

26:24), “Paul, your great learning is 
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Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  

Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  

Pilates and Toning  

classes. Tuesday mornings  

in the Lingen Street Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-

nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  

Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  

Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 

and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

Ian Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 

PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   

Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

 Cup Cakes 

Jana du Plessis bakes cupcakes 
of different flavours and frostings.  

Contact her on  0741816359 

.  
Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  

"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 

high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 

Reliable Technician  

Frans vd Merwe  

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, 

etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 

holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         

Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 

0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  

Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 

BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 

her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-

bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  

health and skin care consultant. 

Woodwork - For all your built-in  

cupboards / refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 

0219193122 or 0827292725 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 

0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 

for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  

(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 
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QUOTES plus some 
more 

Education is learning what you didn’t 

even know you didn’t know – Daniel J. 

Boorstin 

If you think education is expensive, 

wait until you see how much igno-

rance costs. Barrack Obama 

Educate and inform the whole mass of 

people….they are the only sure reli-

ance for the preservation of our liber-

ty. – Thomas Jefferson 

When educating the minds of our 

youth, we must not forget to educate 

their hearts. – Dalai Lama 

Education isn’t something you can 

finish – Isaac Asimov 

Formal education will make you a liv-

ing; Self-education will make you a 

fortune – Jim Rohn 

Educating the mind without educating 

the heart is no education at all – Aris-

The English teacher felt bad after 

being fired, it was diagnosed as post-

grammatic stress disorder. 

I used to work as a high school ce-

ramics teacher, but I got to close to 

the kiln and was fired. 

The boy’s guitar teacher helped him 

pick up his skills. 

The science teachers broke up be-

cause there was no chemistry be-

tween them. 

I was struggling to figure out how 

lightning works, then it struck me. 

Children who fail colouring as an ex-

am always need a shoulder to crayon. 

 

Children who have one-to-one tuition 

are in a class of their own. 

A rule of grammar – double negatives 

are a no-no. 

I wondered why my geometry class 

was always tired.  It’s because they 

were out of shape. 

We are not getting anywhere in ge-

ometry class.  It feels like we are 

going in circles. 
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driving you insane”! Paul was talk-

ing about Jesus being raised from 

the dead. 

And for sure, Ecclesiastes, written 

by wise King Solomon, in chapter 

12:12 states “There is no end to the 

making of books, and much study 

wearies the body”. 

My prejudice is most of us are lazy 

to learn; slow to study and are easi-

ly persuaded by the evil one and 

our unending want of comfort to 

put the book and Bible aside and 

pick up the TV remote or open up 

our Facebook page! 

I am the least educated of my nu-

clear family: Mandy, Hannah and 

Rachel all have more formal educa-

tion than I do but I know Jesus has 

helped me with wisdom, often, of-

ten in counselling and preaching. 

His normal and most commonly 

used means to educate me is Scrip-

ture. I have seen the truth of what 

Paul writes to Timothy (2 Timothy 

3: 16, 17) namely: 

All Scripture has God’s breath in it 

and is good for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training one for right 

thinking and right acting, making 

you competent and equipped for do-

ing good work. 

In Ephesians 4 Paul challenges the 

Church in some of our “non Chris-

tian” thinking and he writes “that 

is not how you learned Christ”. Not 

“about Christ” or “from Christ”. But 

“how you learned Christ”. 

Jesus is the subject matter of our 

faith; Jesus is the teacher, example 

and endpoint of our faith. We learn 

from Him, by the Word of God and 

by the power of the Spirit; we learn 

of Him from the Word of God and 

each other’s testimony (life stories 

with Him); we learn to be like Him 

as we let Scripture mould us, re-

new our thinking and let the Holy 

Spirit empower us to be like Jesus. 

Here’s a challenge and  

invitation: 

Why don’t you decide to read the 

Book of Proverbs between now and 

Advent (4 weeks before Christ-

mas)? Take a sip of eternity every 

day, let a little “wisdom from on 

high” be like the sugar in your cof-

fee or on your cereal. Remember 

“just a spoonful of sugar helps the 

medicine go down”? 

Wisdom - education for life – 

comes from God. 

Please use His guide.  

Read your Bible. 

Love 
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SEPTEMBER Birthdays 
 

1 Liezel Köhler 

 Ronnie Ungerer 

 

2 Hannah Allan 

 TC Conradie 

 Zanele Malinga 

 

3 Lynnette Campbell 

 Cheryl du Preez 

 

4 Joanna Dobbs 

 

5 Agnes Emery 

 

6 Carin Brink 

 Colette Brown 

 Ursula Voget 

 

7 Lizette Kotze 

 Felix Pina 

 

9 Denise Adonis 

 Zena Ngubane 

 Ilka von Solms 

 

10 Mariana Groves 

 James Lombard 

 Alan Raubenheimer 

 

11 Jean-Pierre Joubert 

 Senteza Kabali-      
 Kagwa 

 Luka Lehmann 

 Sinazo Stofile 

12 Darren Swanepoel 

 Corrie Wood 

 

13 Nolitha Sineke 

 Jaimee Snyders 

 Betty Wustmann 

 

15 Paul Cornish 

 Isabella de Boelpaep 

 William Frank 

 

17 Christopher  
      Huisamen 

 

18 Kristy Fester 

 

19 John Forbes 

 Kim Human 

 Hilary Judelsohn 

 Rina Julyan 

 Leonie Peck 

 Uliana von Zeuner 

 

20 Ron Broxham 

 Chris Erasmus 

 Wanda le Roux 

 

21 Hugo Coetzee 

 Kate Mhone 

 

22 Molly Brink 

 Christopher de Jager 

 Gordon Langston 

 Anita Olivari 

22 Keet Pretorius Jnr 

 
23 Mary McDonnell 

 Helen Oosthuizen 

 

24 Rod Botsis 

 Nella Jeannes 

 William Lumsden 

 Anton Petersen 

 Mike Shaw 

 

25 Sophia Carlini 

 Johan Mostert 

 Maureen Turner 

 

26 Nico le Roux 

 

27 Gerard Botha 

 Joanne de Villiers 

 

28 Rose Mulondo- 

 Chifadza 

 

29 Bobbi Pretorius 

 

30 Peter Murray 

 Ethel Nicolson 

 Danielle Pretorius 
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SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD 

Across: 1 Despair, 5 Resting, 9 Purer, 10 Galatians, 11 Neglected, 12 Siege,  
13 Alms, 15 Ordained, 18 Promises, 19 Days, 22 Amber, 24 Protector,  
26 Existence, 27 Gnash, 28 Strange, 29 Treason.  

Down: 1 Depend, 2 Straggler, 3 Agree, 4 Righteous, 5 Ruled, 6 Satisfied,  
7 Image, 8 Gospel, 14 Samaritan, 16 Dishonest, 17 Egyptians, 20 Camels,  
21 Orphan, 23 Brier, 24 Pence, 25 Eagle.  

Dear God 

Please untie the knots 

that are in my mind, 

My heart and my life. 

Remove the have nots, 

the can nots and the do nots 

 that I have in my mind. 

Erase the will nots, 

May knots, and  

might nots that find 

A home in my heart. 

Release me from the could nots, 

Would nots and 

should nots that obstruct my life. 

And most of all, dear God 

I ask that you remove from my mind 

My heart and my life all of the am nots 

That I have allowed to hold me back, 

Especially the thought 

that I am not good enough.  Amen 
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 The Holy Spirit says: “I am giv-
ing you faith” He gives us the 
grace to await His purposes un-
til we see evidence that He was 
working all along. Without this 
faith, it is impossible to please 
Him, for all who come to God 
must believe that He rewards 
those who earnestly seek Him. 
(Hebrews 11:6). 

In community with other  
believers, as we humble our-
selves and open ourselves to 
receive from the body of Christ, 
we are strengthened to see the 
full kaleidoscope of His plan 
and encouraged in the grace of 
waiting. 

How do we wait? 

Prayerfully (Psalm 62: 1-5) 

With strength and courage 
(Psalm 27:14, 31:24) 

Rejoicing and trusting in His 
holy name (Psalm 33:21) 

Based on the fear of the 
Lord and His unfailing 
love (Psalm 33:18, 20) 

With hope (Psalm 33;:20, 
39:7) 

Patiently (Psalm 37:7, 40:1, 
Habakkuk 3:16; Romans 
8:25; Hebrews 6:15) 

Obediently (Psalm 37:34: 
119:166; Isaiah 26:8-9) 

Desiring Him (Isaiah 26: 8-
9) 

Single-mindedly (Psalm 
62:5) 

Expectantly (Psalm 123:2; 
Micah 7:7) 

Believing His Word (Psalm 
130:5) 

Assured. He is all we need. 
He is our portion 
(Lamentations 3:24) 

Quietly (Lamentations 3:26) 

Always (Hosea 12:6) 

In anticipation of joy (John 
3:29) 

Eagerly (Romans 8:19, 23) 

 

Extract from Jericho Walls,  
24 July 2017 

Katie and Dierdré 
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Prayers & Poems 

A PRAYER FOR STUDENTS 

Christ our Teacher 

You dwell deep within each of our  

students: 

In those who struggle academically, 

and those who excel; 

In those who seek attention by acting 

out, 

and in those who remain silent and try 

to hide from notice; 

In those surrounded by friends, 

and  in those feeling lonely; 

Give us the grace to know your  

presence in each of them and to  

respond to their needs as you would 

to ours. AMEN (Anon) 

 

EDUCATION 

Loving God, 

We believe all children 

have a right to learn, grow and ask 

questions. 

Today we pray for those 

who are not able to go to school. 

We ask that more people 

have the chance to become teachers, 

So that all children can learn new 

skills 

and make a better life for themselves. 

AMEN (Anon) 

A TEACHERS PRAYER 

O Lord, Grant me your STRENGTH, 

So I WILL HAVE COURAGE  

in every situation; 

Grant me your LOVE, 

So I WILL NEVER GIVE UP  

on anybody; 

Grant me your WISDOM, 

So I WILL SHOW others the path  

to success; 

Grant me your MERCY; 

So  I WILL FORGIVE those who have 

hurt me; 

Grant me your PEACE, 

So I WILL FIND THE BEST  

in everybody; 

Grant me your HOPE, 

So I WILL NEVER GIVE UP; 

Grant me your JOY, 

So I WILL BE THANKFUL  

for all my blessings; 

And grant me your GRACE, 

So YOU WILL ALWAYS   

be at my side. 

AMEN   

 

David Bennett 
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HOME GROUPS 

This month I share the key points of why 
home/small groups are important for the 
body at BPC, why they are often men-
tioned, focused on, emphasised and why 
every BPC member is strongly encouraged 
to join a group – either an existing group or 
to think about starting a new group. Cur-
rently BPC has 10 home groups with ap-
proximately 100 members attending. 
The thoughts that follow are from a blog 
titled “Share Faith” (details at the end of 
the article). The writer uses the term 
“small group” while we at BPC use “home 
group”. They are the same thing. 
Please give this matter of BPC home 
groups your thoughtful and prayerful at-
tention and I hope the following will be 
helpful: 
 
1.Small groups foster close relation-
ships and integral community. The 
small group atmosphere is ready-made for 
building friendships. People talk more in 
small groups of people. People are quick to 
recognize needs, and help to meet them. 
The relationships formed within small 
groups form a strong fabric within a 
church. Relationships that are formed out-
side of the setting of a church service, are 
relationships that will endure and strength-
en over time. 
 
2. Small groups provide a comfortable 
introduction for nonbelievers to the 
Christian faith. I’m (writer of blog) scepti-
cal that “inviting people to church” is the 
best means of evangelism. Most of us tend 
to fear relationship-forming, especially 
when it involves sharing our faith with 
someone. That is a natural and under-
standable fear. Inviting someone instead 
to a small group meeting provides a way 

to involve a believer directly into a com-
munity of believers—watching them live 
out their faith, listening to them pray, 
hearing them share God’s work in their life, 
and learning more about the Bible. The 
nonbeliever is more likely to ask questions, 
get answers, and form relationships with 
the believers. Small groups are a powerful 
missional tool, allowing for the greater 
spread of the gospel among nonbelievers 
in the community. 
 
3.Small groups provide an ideal way 
to care for the needs of people within 
the church. When one believer in a small 
group is struggling financially, emotionally, 
spiritually, socially etc, it is much easier for 
the members of the group to notice and 
provide help. The structure of a small 
group is essentially a community of believ-
ing friends. Friends should help one anoth-
er, especially Christian friends. 
 
4.Small groups provide a way for 
Christians to live out their faith in-
stead of merely hearing more preach-
ing or teaching. If Sunday morning is for 
listening, then the rest of the week is for 
living. Whether it’s discussing the Sunday 
sermon, talking about a spiritual battle, or 
simply praying for one another, small 
groups create a context for Christians to 
live out their faith in real life. 
 
5.Small groups participate in focused 
prayer for one another. Prayer cannot 
be overrated, but it is often under prac-
tised. Small groups can better participate 
in prayer for one another. In one of my 
small group meetings, each of the people 
that were present took a few minutes to 
tell others about their particular challenges 
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Spread the Word 
MISSION AND EVANGELISM 

How do we wait? 

Waiting on God was one of  
David’s secrets to being a “man 
after God’s own heart”. David 
sat before the Lord. (2 Sam 
7:18; Psalm 62:1, 5). God was 
his confidence and he trusted 
him for every aspect of his life: 
Guidance and instruction (Psalm 
25:5); help and defence (Psalm 
33:20); victory over enemies 
and vindication (Psalm 37:7, 9, 
34: 52:9); deliverance from 
trouble and destruction (Psalm 
40:1; 59:9); refuge from treach-
ery and oppression; forgiving 
love (Psalm 130:5-6) and much 
more. 

Nothing tries our faith like wait-
ing on God for answers to pray-
er. Waiting tests our submission 
to Him as our trustworthy Au-
thority. Waiting is not necessari-
ly resignation from all activity: it 
is submission to God’s 
knowledge of what is better 
than what we see or under-
stand. 

Waiting on God means that all 
our life is brought under God’s 

umbrella of authority and direc-
tion. If we run ahead of God, we 
will be painfully chastened by 
turmoil, exhaustion, and failure. 
Taking matters into our own 
hands has ample instructive 
precedent in God’s Word. Think 
of Abraham with Ishmael, Saul 
usurping the role of a priest,  
Israel looking to Egypt for help 
(Isaiah 30: 1-3), or walking in 
the light of our own fire. (Isaiah 
50:11). 

What do we learn while we 
are waiting? 

We learn to know God Himself. 
God is revealing his perfection, 
His impeccable ability to over-
see every detail. His timing is 
split-second. He is omniscient 
and omnipresent. He works all 
and is in all. He gives us confir-
mation of his ever-presence. He 
gives us assurance of His real 
power over the unseen enemy. 
His Holy Spirit focuses us. We 
want proof, but faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of thigs not seen 
(Hebrews 11:1). 
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her five times a week, when we 
meet in the park with our dogs 
but, after two years I still don’t 
know her surname or where 
exactly she stays.  I know all 
about her Border Collie but 
very little about her.  Maybe 
one can call such acquaintances 
“good time friends” but not real 
friends.  Some weeks ago she 
even had to accept my old 
smelly dog-walking fleece  
jacket because of the chilly 
wind in the veld.  Some years 
ago ,before cell phones, some-
body at a dinner party was 
name-dropping by calling a 
well-known person, “my 
friend”.  Another dinner guest 
quickly asked: “do you have his 
telephone number in your little 
telephone book, because if you 
don’t, he is not your friend”.  
Nowadays with cell phones, I 
store the telephone numbers  
of my friends under “quick di-
al”, and acquaintances are un-
der “contacts”. 

So what are our responsibilities 
and do we have any “rights” as 
a friend?  One of the things 
which impress me about my 
friends is their politeness when 
they enquire about my private 
and deep issues.  They have the 
right to ask but they do it sensi-
tively and politely.  But I guess 
the most important responsibil-
ity is to support one another no 

matter what.  I often notice the 
support which family and 
friends give somebody who has 
done something seriously 
wrong; this is often visible in 
court cases when friends, daily, 
sit behind the guilty one.  This 
might also be because of anoth-
er responsibility namely, to pro-
tect a friend as much as possi-
ble.  And then there is the right 
to say “no” to a friend without 
feeling guilty.  One responsibil-
ity a friend cannot say no to is 
to listen to a friend because 
most of the time that is all a 
friend wants.  Just listen, think 
about what is being said and 
maybe, just maybe, give advice, 
if you can.   

My eldest granddaughter once 
asked me to sit down as she 
wanted to tell me how strict her 
teacher is.  I listened and not 
knowing what to say after-
wards, fetched her an ice 
cream.  Her reply was: “Oupa, 
you are my best friend”.  There 
you have it, sometimes it only 
takes an ice cream to make a 
real friend. 

Watching God Work 

KOBUS MULDER 
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or concerns. Then, as soon as he was fin-
ished, the person right next to him took a 
minute or so to pray for him. Small groups 
make for great prayer meetings. 
 
6.Small groups provide a comfortable 
atmosphere for openness. One thing I 
like about small groups is that we meet in 
homes. There are at least twenty-six refer-
ences in the New Testament that talk 
about believers meeting in homes or being 
part of a household. (Not all are references 
in Acts:  Romans 16:5;  1 Corinthians 
16:19;  Philemon 1:2). Homes are usually 
comfortable places—places devoid of pews, 
PA systems, and stages. They are places 
where people can open up, listen, learn, 
and grow. 
 
7.Small groups allow for mutual edifi-
cation among believers. It’s easy to de-
pend upon the professionals to give us our 
spiritual food. According to the Bible, God 
gives spiritual gifts to all believers, not just 
the guy who preaches on Sunday morning. 
These gifts are for the benefit of the whole 
church. Every Christian should minister to 
other Christians with his or her gifts. This 
happens most naturally, effectively, and 
purposefully in small groups. Plus, we start 
to realize that other believers face the 
same problems we do. Edification is at 
work. 
 
8.Small groups encourage better 
learning. Listening to a sermon is a great 
way to learn the Word, but it is easy to 
become detached or daydream during a 

sermon. We become passive listeners.  
Not so in a small group. When a few people 
are together, every individual is expected 
to be involved and to participate. This ac-
tive involvement is an effective way to 
learn better. 
 
9.Small groups provide a source of 
encouragement and accountability. It’s 
easy to slip in and out of church unnoticed. 
It’s not just megachurches where this hap-
pens. In an average-sized church of 100 or 
150, people may be coming each Sunday 
service, but not getting involved. These 
people may need accountability in their 
lives, encouragement in their walk with 
God, or help in some way. Small groups 
provide a way to better meet these needs. 
 
10.Small groups help to cultivate lead-
ership within the church. Someone has 
to lead a small group meeting, or at 
least facilitate the discussion. Unless your 
entire church is the small group (unlikely), 
there will need to be leaders other than the 
pastor. Thus, small groups give opportuni-
ties for leadership development within the 
church. 
http://www.sharefaith.com/blog/2011/09/10

-reasons-church-small-groups/ 

Mandy Botsis 

PS Details of BPC home groups are on our 
website (www.bpc.org.za) our FACE Book 
page (Bellville Presbyterian Church), Bell 
Press magazine (on website) and our foyer 
noticeboard. 
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Youth Zone 

Our Confirmation Service at BPC usual-
ly takes place on the last Sunday of 
August, the day on which the Septem-
ber Bellpress is made available to the 
congregation and visitors, so over the 
past few years we have established 
the tradition of using the youth page 
to present the confirmees to you. This 
year our three young ladies introduce 
themselves: 
 
“My name is Destine MenyamTicha. 
I am eighteen years old and currently 
in Grade 11 at Parow High School. I 
am the eldest of four. I am somebody 
who loves being outdoors and being 
active. I play a lot of sports, but my 
big-time favourite is hockey, which I 
have been playing since Grade 6,and I 
love it more every day. In 2014 I re-
ceived a certificate for ‘most valuable 
player in the team’, in 2015 for ‘most 
improved player’ and in 2016 I re-
ceived another one.  I have also re-
ceived medals and been to Western 
Province Trials for shot put and jave-
lin.Apart from my sporting achieve-
ments I have received just one aca-
demic award, when I was in Grade 7. 
“All my life I have attended a Presby-
terian Church, so when I came to 
South Africa from Cameroon six years 
ago, I was very happy to be warmly 
welcomed into BPC. BPC is not just a 
church that I attend; it’s like my sec-
ond home. The congregation is not 
just people I go to the same church 

with; they are like my brothers and 
sisters. Being confirmed means more 
than just becoming an adult in the 
church; it means that I have complete-
ly accepted God as my only Lord and 
Saviour. This also means that I have 
accepted that there is no love greater 
than that of the heavenly Father. I 
love God, and being confirmed will 
make the love I have for Him stronger. 
“I have a lot of things I would love to 
do in future, but at this point I am hop-
ing to study nursing.  I also love play-
ing hockey, so I am hoping maybe one 
day to go international and profession-
al. I do not know how I will manage 
studying for four years and playing 
hockey, but it is my greatest wish.” 
 

Tiyamike “Tiya” Chibambo is in 

matric at Reddam House in Durban-

ville: 

“Having grown up in a Christian family 
I have always been aware of the pres-
ence of God; however, I only began to 
‘get to know’ God in 2015. I was hav-
ing a nightmare and I remember feel-
ing constricted and unable to move. 
Then the hymn ‘Child of God’ began to 
play in my head and I was freed. My 
faith in God has grown tenfold ever 
since and I am very thankful for the 
support everyone has shown.  
“My family has always been there for 
me and helped me get through diffi-
cult stages in my life. I feel very 
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sermon this coming Sunday will 
be from Ps.94. 

For some time now I have been 
having this debate in my head; 
who are my friends and who 
are my acquaintances?  For me, 
the issue has become more 
complicated due to the modern 
era of high connectivity and un-
limited accessibility we have 
between people all around the 
world.  Fact is I meet many new 
people every week but when do 
they become friends? Has the 
numerous ways of meeting peo-
ple online really resulted in 
making more friends, or are 
they just acquaintances?  Dic-
tionaries give many definitions 
of the word “friend” but for me 
a friend is someone with whom 
you have a relationship called 
friendship which is based on 
values such as trust, honesty, 
mutual respect and genuine 
concern for each other. 

One of the nicest attributes a 
friend has is that he can criti-
cise you without being judg-
mental; because you respect 
and appreciate one another’s 
opinions.  I can recall many in-
stances where friends have dis-
agreed heavily with my opin-
ions and it did not make any 
difference to our friendship.  
You can even love your friends 
without being “in-love”.  How-
ever, I was so impressed with 

the first friend I made, as a 
young man, that I married her 
and my life has not been the 
same ever since. And boy, are 
we different!  At the same time I 
don’t think friendship is based 
on how often you are in touch 
with each other or the frequen-
cy of your face-to-face meet-
ings.  What matters is how 
deeply you care and know 
about each other. I suppose it is 
all about depth of communica-
tion and quality of interaction.  
Your true friend can geograph-
ically be far away but he or she 
has a genuine concern about 
where and how your life is 
heading. My few friends don’t 
poke their noses into my day to 
day life but they are reliable 
and know and understand my 
high and low moments.  In my 
case, probably only 1% of the 
people I know could be classi-
fied as friends, the rest are just 
acquaintances. 

Acquaintances for me are like 
are neighbours or people who I 
interact with in daily life. Most 
of these people come into my 
life because of certain vested 
personal or business interest on 
both sides.  Very often such per-
sons could even have mutual 
interests, hobbies or common 
believes but do not automatical-
ly become friends. I have one 
such lady acquaintance; I see 
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Ultimate Strange Views 

Hello from a frosty Alice –  
no, not from fashionable up-the
-road Hogsback – from Alice 
proper; plastic litter, West  
African shopkeepers and wan-
dering cows included. Since last 
year I have been lecturing, in-
termittently, at Fort Hare Uni-
versity in the Eastern Cape and 
will be doing so for the rest of 
the year. On my payslip it says 
“honorary visiting lecturer” – I 
like that but not that SA1373 to 
East London is my lounge chair 
on many a Sunday afternoon. 
Many of you will know that this 
institution has a rich and won-
derful history and its past stu-
dents played an important part 
in the making of modern South-
ern Africa.  I don’t have to tell 
you that Mandela, Tutu, Buthe-
lezi, Kaunda, Sobukwe, Nkomo, 
Mugabe and the late Manto 
studied here, just to mention a 
few.  But that’s not all I am do-
ing here;  
I am also lecturing at the affili-
ated Fort Cox Agricultural  
College, some 30 kilometres 
from Alice in the Amatola 
Mountains.  Fort Cox was estab-
lished as a military post in 1834, 
because Sir Benjamin D’Urban 

said so, but evolved into an ag-
ricultural college in 1926 when 
the famous Lovedale College 
was given the contract to build 
the college buildings – and how 
impressive the buildings still 
look today. Man, is this history 
for you! 

The person assigned to be  
my “right-hand-person” and  
“go-to person”, Dr. Monday  
Indamokoro Emrobowansan, is 
a kind and gentle young man 
hailing from Nigeria. What a 
wonderful soft-spoken, ever-
smiling guy.  We met for the 
first time in June last year, on a 
Monday morning when he, like 
a prophet, said: “you will never 
forget my name, it’s Monday”.  
I suppose we became closer one 
early evening, when we could 
not agree whether John 2:1-11 
referred to alcoholic wine or 
grape juice.  There were a glass 
of Fanta and a glass of red wine 
on the table in front of us – no 
prizes for guessing which was 
in front of whom.  Now, after 
spending many hours working 
together, I consider him my 
friend and because he is also a 
lay preacher in a church in  
Alice, I even know that his  
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blessed to have such wonderful peo-
ple in my life and am grateful to God 
for allowing me to be around such in-
spiring people. They have protected 
me and guided me not only to take 
care of myself, but of others too. 
Thank you for everything. 
“I have achieved a lot in my life and 
am very grateful to God for all the op-
portunities He has given me; even if it 
meant sacrificing things I wanted bad-
ly, I always knew that God has some-
thing better planned for me. I hope to 
become a machinery and systems de-
signer one day, but have had several 
personal conflicts in the past year as 
to whether this is the path I should 
follow. However, every time I feel that 
trace of doubt or fear that things will 
turn out terribly, God always reminds 
me that everything will be okay. It will 
be tough and suck sometimes, but 
things will turn out just fine. 
“Finally, I would like to thank the BPC 
family. Despite joining BPC only this 
year, I feel that my life has been 
changed in several positive ways. I 
have grown to be more loving and 
more accepting of others and feel as if 
I belong within the church. I look for-
ward to officially becoming a member 
of this church and thank you all for 
helping me to become a better Chris-
tian. 
“Thank you, everyone, for giving me 
this opportunity, and I look forward to 
confirming my faith with you all on the 
day of my confirmation.” 
 
Alice Kanyerere is in Grade 11 at 
Belhar High School: 
“Hi! My name is Alice....not a unique 
name, I know, but I pride myself on 

being unique. 
On the 19th of June 2000 my parents 
received the best news ever…      ‘IT’S 
A GIRL!!’ the doctors exclaimed...or so 
I think... born to Mr and Mrs Kanyerere 
and forever holding the 'Middle Child' 
title. 
“My family and I come from a small 
country called Malawi. Such an amaz-
ing country...I miss it. We came to 
South Africa in December 2013 and I 
was absolutely in love with this coun-
try...call it 'love at first travel site'! 
“I started my high school career in 
2014 and I’m proud to say I hold the 
title for the 'Best in Mathematics for 
2015’ and ‘Best in Physical Sciences 
for 2016’ 
“I absolutely love listening to music, 
and I don't go anywhere without mu-
sic. I also love reading -  it’s my way of 
learning different cultures. I definitely 
love eating, ‘cause, I mean, come 
on...it’s food.  
“I love helping out wherever I can: I 
help at the Sunday School and I'm al-
so a librarian assistant at my school. 
“Coming to the end of this mini-
autobiography I would like to thank 
everyone in this church for helping me 
grow in my spiritual strength. I believe 
that in coming together at church we 
help others and strengthen them in 
the spiritual world. That’s one of the 
reasons why I want to be confirmed, 
to continue growing....” 
 
Please pray for these  
precious young ones! 
 

Estelle Strydom 
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5th Session meets. 

12th Presbytery  

13th Deadline for August BellPress Magazine. 

15th Grace Kitchen Spring Tea Fund Raiser 

17th Children’s Ministry Movie Morning 

24th Holy Communion celebrated at all Services  

          and Heritage Day   

         (No Children’s or Teenz Ministry) 

25th Heritage Day Celebrated - Office Closed 

27th BPC Day of Prayer and Fasting 

  Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  

training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  

3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  

5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      

info@domesticblissct.co.za 

Door: Why it’s simply impassable! 

Alice: Why, don’t you mean impossible? 

Door: No, I do mean impassible. (chuckles) Nothing is impossble. 

Lewis Carroll– Alice In Wonderland 

SEPTEMBER DIARY 
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ALL I NEED TO KNOW  

I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN 

These are the things I learned: 

Share everything.  

Play fair.  

Don't hit people.  

Put things back where you found them.  

Clean up your own mess.  

Don't take things that aren't yours.  

Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.  

Wash your hands before you eat.  

Flush.  

Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.  

Live a balanced life - learn some and think some 

and draw and paint and sing and dance and play  

and work every day some.  

Take a nap every afternoon.  

When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic,  

hold hands, and stick together.  

Be aware of wonder. 

By Robert Fulghum 
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woman at Jacob’s well. (John 

4: 7-42) 

William S. Burroughs claims, 

“The aim of education is 

knowledge, not of facts, but of 

values.” How true this is of 

Christ’s teaching: He taught us 

about moral issues (Matthew 

5:21-48), about the dangers of 

materialism (Matthew 6:19-

24), about our attitude to God 

and to others (Matthew 7:1-12) 

and about the consequences 

of wrongdoing (Matthew 7:13-

29). All of these teach us good 

moral values. Jesus recounted 

parables – delightful stories 

which, once explained, re-

vealed important truths which 

have transcended twenty cen-

turies. His influence continues 

around the world and blesses 

humanity. 

Nelson Mandela told the new 

South Africa that ”Education is 

the most powerful weapon 

which you can use to change 

the world.” I am sure he was 

not merely talking about 

Maths and Science but about 

learning to value each and 

every person. 

[Sources: 
www.christiancourier.com 
and various  
other sources.] 

Myf Steynberg 

! ! 
PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              

FOR INSERTION IN THE  

OCTOBER MAGAZINE  

BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY  

13 SEPTEMBER 2017 Ed 
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In the Family 

 

Congratulations to Dylan and Melissa Goldsmith  
on the birth of Christopher Peter on the 
13th of August.Dylan is Hennie and Glynn Niemand’s 
grandson and Cynthia Edgar’s 7th Great-Grandchild. 
 
 

One of our members, Germaine Owen, graduate on 29th August with 
her PhD in Environmental Science and Water Science. The topic of her 
thesis is “Addressing public perceptions in reuse of municipal 
wastewater for domestic application, by developing terms of engage-
ment between municipalities and end users”. CONGRATULATIONS,  
Germaine! There can’t be a more appropriate study on this subject  
given our water crisis in the Western Cape. are so proud that you un-
dertook such a study which will bring change and bring relevant parties 
together. A great achievement! 

 
WE RECENTLY WELCOMED THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS  
INTO OUR FAMILY: 

Carin Brink, Andries and Annie Coetsee, Elmien Grobbelaar,  
Molemo Leokaoke, Lauren Michaels, Angus Paterson,  
David and Ann Tiran, Sinazo Stofile. 

We trust you have all settled in and are happy  
as part of the BPC family. 
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BRAIN TEASERS 

 

? ? ? 
SOLUTION ON PAGE  21 
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DID YOU KNOW 

Education 

This month, the editor has 

asked us to focus on the theme 

of education as the world 

marks Literacy Day in Septem-

ber. Naturally, our thoughts 

first turn to students. “The 

world is passing through trou-

blous times. The young people 

of today think of nothing but 

themselves. They have no rev-

erence for parents or old age. 

They are impatient of all re-

straint. They talk as if they 

knew everything, and what 

passes for wisdom with us is 

foolishness to them. As for the 

girls, they are forward, im-

modest and unladylike in 

speech, behaviour and dress.” 

Do these sentiments sound as 

if they are referring to mod-

ern life? You’ll be surprised to 

learn that they were written 

in a sermon preached by Peter 

the Hermit in AD1274! What 

has changed in the last 1800 

years? And what have we 

learnt in that time? 

According to one philosopher, 

the whole of life, from the  

moment we are born to the 

moment we die, is a process of 

learning. Albert Einstein once 

said, “Education is what re-

mains after one has forgotten 

what one has learned in 

school.” What is true, howev-

er, is the impact that some 

teachers have on the lives of 

their students so we should 

turn our thoughts to the great-

est teacher of all, Jesus Christ. 

The word ‘teacher’ and ‘teach’ 

are used of Jesus about ninety 

times in the gospels. Nicode-

mus, a member of the Sanhed-

rin and one of the Jewish rul-

ers, admitted that Jesus of 

Nazareth was “a teacher from 

God.” Much of Jesus’s teaching 

was done in an informal man-

ner such as the conversation 

he had with the Samaritan 


