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Adam and Eve, their sin and their 

banishment from Paradise. The 

only prop on stage was the Para-

dise tee, a fir tree adorned with 

apples. The play would end with 

the promise of the coming Saviour 

and His incarnation. 

Whatever legend you want to pass 

on, remember that Christmas is 

the time to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus. The origin of the Christmas 

tree can’t change that. 

Abridged from  

http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org 

Origin of Christmas cards 

The first Christmas cards were 

commissioned by Sir Henry Cole 

and illustrated by John Callcott 

Horsley in London on 1 May 1843. 

The central picture show three 

generations of a family raising a 

toast to the card’s recipient: on 

either side were scenes of charity, 

with food and clothing being given 

to the poor. Allegedly the image of 

the family drinking wine together 

proved controversial, but the idea 

was shrewd: Cole had helped in-

troduce the Penny Post three 

years earlier. Two batches total-

ling 2 050 cards were printed and 

sold that year for a shilling each. 

The first cards’ inscription read 

‘Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year to you’. ‘Merry’ was 

then a word meaning ‘blessed’. 

Early English cards rarely showed 

winter or religious themes, instead 

favouring flowers, fairies and oth-

er fanciful designs that reminded 

the recipient of the approach of 

spring. 

Abridged from  

http://www.wikipedia.org 
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Letter 

from the 

Editor 

Greetings & Salutations Dear Readers 

Well it is not long now and this year is truly 
done and dusted.  What a year it has been.  
From a personal note there have been highs 
and lows.  Have sadly had to say farewell to a 
few work colleagues and shipmates who 
“Have Crossed the Bar”. Fine Officers and 
Gentlemen who served their country well.  
This year we have seen Falling Fees, Failing 
Leaders and a shaky economy.  When I re-
flect on what has transpired politically this 
year, two of the Ten Commandments come to 
mind -”Thy Shalt not steal and Thou Shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbour”.   
I saw the Supermoon and Dieu Volente shall 
see it again in 2034, and as they say “One 
only sees this Once in a Blue Moon.”  

To all our matriculants and University  
students (who have had to put up with a  
difficult situation) I trust that all your hard 
work and studies shall bear fruition. 

Happy birthday to those who celebrate their 
birthdays this and next month and especially 
to those born on Christmas and New Year’s 
Day.   

In this edition: Rod reminds us that God is in 
control. In Youth Zone we get an overview of 
our youth’s achievements this year. Kobus 
Mulder shares his Spanish experiences with 
us. Spread the Word focuses on the Liprinis 
and How to Pray to the Word. Myf gives us an 
insight into Christmas traditions around the 
world. 

From me to one and all a Blessed Christmas 
and a Prosperous 2017.  Lekker lees. 

Dieu Benisse and stay safe. 
Yours aye 
Frank Stacey 

Editor:  Frank Stacey  

Contributors:  Rod Botsis,  

Mandy Botsis, Caryl de Krielen, 

Heinrich Asch, Kobus Mulder,  

Katie  Schoeman & Deirdré 

Hewett, Pam Botha & Estelle 

Strydom    

Cover:  Dirk von Zeuner 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends,  

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND 
A BLESSÉD NEW YEAR! 

"In the fullness of time, 
when the set time had fully 
come, God sent His Son, 
born of a woman, born  
under the law , to redeem 
those under the law that 
we might receive adoption 
into His family." That is 
from Paul's letter to the 
church in Galatia. It is a 
brilliant sentence. 
As we go on to celebrate 
Christmas and move to  
another new year let some 
of these truths from that 
sentence settle in your 
mind and bring joy to 
you.  Joseph Hart, a hymn 
writer put his feelings 

down like this: "This, this 
is the God we adore, our 
faithful unchangeable 
friend, whose love is as 
great as His power, and 
neither knows measure nor 
end. 'Tis Jesus the first and 
the last whose Spirit shall 
guide us straight home; 
we'll praise Him for all 
that is past and trust Him 
for all that's to come". 
Here are some of my 
thoughts on what Paul 
wrote: 
* God is in control and 
"sets the time". We are 
never outside of His love 
and all our life is in His 
hands. 
* He sees the times differ-
ently from us and He can 
see the end of things from 
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Origin of the Christmas tree 

The Christmas tree is one of the 

most popular and cherished 

Christmas traditions.  There are 

many interesting connections to 

ancient traditions such as Egyp-

tian and Roman customs, early 

Christian practices and Victorian 

nostalgia. However, 

most scholars point 

to Germany as being 

the origin of the 

Christmas tree. Most 

scholars point to 

Germany as being 

the origin of the 

Christmas tree. 

One of the earliest 

legends relating to 

Germany is about 

Saint Boniface. In 

722, he encountered 

some pagans who were about to 

sacrifice a child at the base of a 

huge oak tree. He cut down the 

tree to prevent the sacrifice and a 

fir tree grew up at the base of the 

oak. He then told everyone that 

this lovely evergreen, with its 

branches pointing to heaven, was 

a holy tree – the tree of the Christ 

child and a symbol of His promise 

of eternal life. 

In the 1840s and 50s Queen Victo-

ria and Prince Albert popularised 

the Christmas tree in England. 

Prince Albert decorated a tree and 

ever since that time, the English 

copied her customs including the 

Christmas tree and ornaments. 

Research into cus-

toms of various 

cultures shows that 

greenery was often 

brought into homes 

at the time of the 

winter solstice. It 

symbolised life in 

the midst of death 

in many cultures. 

Living trees were  

brought into homes 

during the old Ger-

man feast of Yule, 

which was a two month feast be-

ginning in November. There is no 

evidence that the Christmas tree 

is a direct descendent of the Yule 

tree, but evidence does point to 

the Paradise tee. This story goes 

back to the 11th century religious 

plays. One of the most popular 

was the Paradise Play which de-

picted the story of the creation of 
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mas on 7 January which is the 29th 

day of the Coptic month. They fast 

for 43 days before Christmas dur-

ing which time they do not eat 

meat, fish, eggs and milk. At the 

Christmas church service a special 

bread called ’qurban’ is given to 

people. In the centre of qurban 

there is a cross which is surround-

ed by twelve dots representing 

the twelve apostles. 

The Coptic Christians in Ethiopia 

also celebrate Christmas on 7 Jan-

uary. It is tradition to fast on 

Christmas Eve and on Christmas 

day, known as ‘Ganna’,  many 

people wear white cotton clothes 

similar in style to a Roman toga 

although in big towns and cities 

western style clothing is pre-

ferred. 

One of the most popular Christ-

mas traditions in Nigeria is deco-

rating homes and churches with 

palm fronds. According to an old 

belief palm fronds symbolise 

peace, so people think they are 

going to bring peace and harmony 

in their life during the Christmas 

season. Apart from Christmas car-

ols and midnight mass, people in 

Nigeria have the traditional ‘Ekon’ 

play. The group performing this 

play dances from home to home 

carrying a ‘baby’ symbolising the 

birth of Jesus. The home owner 

accepts the doll and gives some 

presents to members of the 

group. Then the doll is returned to 

the group which continues its jour-

ney. 

China 

The small number of Christians in 

China calls Christmas Sheng Dan 

Jieh which means Holy Birth Festi-

val. They decorate their homes 

with evergreens, posters and 

bright paper chains. Families put 

up a Christmas tree, called a ‘tree 

of light’ and decorate it with beau-

tiful lanterns, flowers and red pa-

per chains that symbolise happi-

ness. They cut out red pagodas to 

paste on the windows and they 

light their houses with paper lan-

terns. 

 

Information sourced, abridged and 

adaptedfrom: 

http:www.howstuffworks.com/family/

christmas-traditions-around-the-world 

and  

http:/www.traditionscustoms.com/

christmas-traditions/christmas-africa 
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the beginning of them.  
So nothing surprises him. 
Rest in Him. Some  things 
we value and see as so 
very important turn out to 
be not so important. Rest 
in Him. 

* God sent Jesus, He did 
not summon us. God came 
to us. This is the funda-
mental difference between 
Christianity and any other 
faith. God came to us! 

* God submitted Himself to 
the limitations of humanity
-born of a woman - exactly 
like everyone of us. We 
have a Saviour who knows 
what is to be human and 
He has shown us how mag-
nificent humanity can be. 
Limited by death but limit-
less in beauty and creativi-
ty. 

* Being under the Law: all 
of us break the law at some 

time or the other whether 
we fail to pay for parking, 
don't return a library book 
on time, or to the much 
more serious matters of 
God's laws like loving our 
neighbour as ourselves! 
Being limited like us Jesus 
was tempted like us, "in 
every way" says the Bible. 
But He did not sin. So He 
knew, really knew, how 
tough it is to not sin. And 
that is why He is thé best 
one to plead our case and 
pay our debt to God. 

* More than just pay for us 
He adopted us. This phrase 
by Paul is an actual phrase 
from Roman law which 
means the one adopted 
now has all the rights  
and privileges of the full 
Roman citizen never to be 
taken away. It is magnifi-
cently wonderful. God the 



4 

Father sees us just as He 
sees God the Son: we are 
family, daughters and  
sons, who receive the full 
inheritance of life eternally 
beginning now and never 
ending always at peace 
with God who forgets our 
sins and holds nothing 
against us. We are re-
deemed. Like redeeming 
the bond on your home. 
PAID! In full! 

This verse is like one of 
those Russian dolls with 
several dolls inside one an-
other. Or, it is the gift that 
keeps giving. 

Take this Best Ever Christ-
mas gift and make it your 
own, giving thanks for any 
phrase or all of it. Own it 
and enjoy it. 

As I write I am captivated 
by the gift of being human. 

And the freedom that 
comes with that: to enjoy 
life to the full. To laugh,  
explore, to serve, to cry, to 
recognise and develop 
gifts, to enjoy … to enjoy 
everything all our senses 
can lead us to. And to die 
well!   Seeing Jesus took 
our humanity to heaven at 
His ascension we know 
that Resurrection is our 
destiny too. 

All this makes it so easy 
and right to say "Happy 
Christmas" and "Have a 
blessed New Year".  

God bless you, dear 
friends. Enjoy being His 
daughters and sons! 

Love,  
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All over the world, Christmas cele-

brations reflect local culture and 

traditions. Whether you’re cele-

brating Sheng Dan Jieh in China or 

waiting for Père Noel in France, 

you’re sharing in the wonder and 

magic of the Christmas season. 

Europe 

France:  In France Christmas cel-

ebrations begin on 5 December, 

St Nicholas Eve, but Christmas 

Eve is the most special time in the 

French celebration of Christmas. 

Church bells ring and ‘noels’ or 

French carols are sung. On Christ-

mas Day, families go to church 

and then enjoy an abundant feast 

ending with the traditional buche 

de Noel, a rich buttercream-filled 

cake shaped and iced to look like 

a Yule log.  

Holland:  Dutch children eagerly 

await the arrival of Sinterklaas on 

6 December. Sinterklaas is a kind-

ly bishop who wears red robes 

and a tall pointed mitre on his 

head. He travels by ship from 

Spain to Amsterdam’s harbour 

every winter bringing his white 

horse and a huge sack full of gifts 

for the children. Families cele-

brate St Nicholas Eve at home 

with lots of good food, hot choco-

late and a ‘letter cake’ made in 

the shape of the first letter of the 

family’s last name. 

Sweden:  In Sweden the Christ-

mas festivities begin on 13 De-

cember with St Lucia’s Day which 

celebrates the patron saint of 

light. The eldest daughter gets up 

before dawn and dresses as the 

‘queen of light’ in a long white 

dress. She wears a crown of 

leaves. Singing ‘Santa Lucia’ she 

goes to each bedroom to serve 

coffee and treats to every mem-

ber of the family. The whole fami-

ly helps to select the Christmas 

tree just a day or two before 

Christmas. 

Africa 

Egyptian Orthodox Christians or 

Coptic Christians celebrate Christ-

Some Christmas traditions  

from around the world 



24 

Men’s Fellowship 

NOVEMBER MEETING –  

29  NOVEMBER. 

Dr Peter Hammond is our speaker at 
the closing meeting for the year.  Pe-
ter is the Director of Frontline Fellow-
ship, a Christian Mission Organisation 
that operates in dangerous places.  
Peter himself has a wonderful story to 
tell of his own life which involved mis-
sion trips and work in dangerous plac-
es such as Sudan, and what is now 
South Sudan and other countries in 
Africa.  Peter has authored a number 
of books as well as made DVDs. Some 
of you might be interested in purchas-
ing or ordering these.  He is also a 
regular contributor to “JOY” magazine 
in which he has written a monthly 
article covering the books of the Bible 
entitled, “The Bible in a Nutshell”.  
Peter is a challenging and outspoken 
speaker so be prepared to be chal-
lenged!  Once again we are inviting 
the ladies to join us for our last meet-
ing of the year. 

THE FUTURE OF THE  
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP. 

After our November meeting we will 
have had 35 meetings of the Men's 
Fellowship since we began.  We asked 
our men to respond to a questionnaire 
giving their opinions and suggestions 
about the Men's Fellowship including 
a question as to whether they would 

like the Men's Fellowship to continue.  
All who responded were emphatic 
about wanting the meetings to contin-
ue and also made various sugges-
tions.  We are planning to continue 
next year. 

One of our projects for next year is to 
initiate and monitor a “Caring and 
Sharing” visitation programme at 
BPC.  Those helping with the visits 
will not be confined to regular Men's 
Fellowship attenders and the ladies 
will be included as well.    

FIRST MEETING NEXT YEAR -  
3O JANUARY, 2017. 

Kobus Mulder has agreed to be our 
first speaker in the New Year.  He will 
speak on, “Reflections on my travels.”  
Kobus is of course well known to our 
BellPress readers for his regular con-
tributions on his experience in his 
travels and his interesting comments 
and insights. 

A REMINDER. 

Our meetings run from 19:00 to 20:30 
in the Lingen Street Hall.  Refresh-
ments are served from 19:00 and 
while there is no charge, 
voluntary contributions to 
cover costs are most wel-
come. 

Heinrich Asch  

Secretary 
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To Rod, on the fortieth anniversary  

of his Ordination 

From George Marchinkowski  
(now Senior Minister at St Mungo's United Church,  
Bryanston, Johannesburg). 
 
I’m writing this love note to you on the occasion of your completing 
forty years of service as a minister of Jesus' Good news. 

I've always wondered whether there was something special about the 
number 40. In the time of Noah, the great flood raged for 40 days and 
40 nights - why not 6 weeks or two months? The great confrontation 
between Jesus and evil went on, sporadically, over 40 days, and it took 
Israel 40 years in God's school of life to learn that their lives were 
linked to God's in a profound way. Commentators speculate that the 
number forty has to do with penitence and preparation - perhaps that's 
what this long ministry of yours has felt like to some? (I'm smiling here 
- I enjoyed that).  

Rod with his parents on the day of his Ordination 
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More likely, 40 years was for people in Biblical times, the length of a 
generation. There is a sense of longevity, faithfulness and obedience 
about your ministry, dear friend. Perhaps what you are celebrating is 
simply as you always suspected, "a long obedience in the same direc-
tion"? You always had a way of making things simple for us, a talent 
you have constantly undervalued. Thank you for making following  
Jesus something simple and for showing us just how simple it is. The 
beauty of loving Jesus is so evident in you. 

Frederick Beuchner tells a lovely story about his Call to be a minister: 

I hear you are entering the ministry," the woman said down the long 
table, meaning no real harm. "Was it your own idea or were you poorly 
advised?" And the answer that she could not have heard even if I had 
given it was that it was not an idea at all, neither my own or anyone 
else's. It was a lump in the throat. It was an itching in the feet. It was 
a stirring in the blood at the sound of rain. It was a sickening in the 
heart at the sight of misery. It was a clamouring of ghosts. It was a 
name which, when I wrote it out in a dream, I knew was a name worth 
dying for even if I was not brave enough to do the dying myself and 
could not even name the name for sure.  

I know that you know what this feels like ... and I know it too because 
your love for Jesus was so infectious that it infected a sixteen year old 
boy who has himself been talking about the "name worth dying for" for 
almost 30 years now. 

Thank you for following Jesus, even when it was hard. Thank you for 
doing it beautifully. Thank you for making it simple and showing us 
how simple it is. When your friend Henri Nouwen died, the celebrated 
author Philip Yancey said of him: "A better symbol of the Incarnation, I 
can hardly imagine". It will jar, but this line describes your life. 

Well done. Now, further up and further in. 

George (Number 9) 
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2 How to pray the Word  

Any of the following ways of praying 

the Word can be done individually or 

corporately: 

• Read the Word: The easiest way to 

pray the Word of God, is to simply 

read it out loud (proclaiming, confess-

ing, declaring the Word), beginning at 

Genesis and ending at Revelation.  

• Psalms: The early Church placed a 

huge emphasis on praying the Psalms. 

The Psalms contain all the different 

types of prayer, such as adoration, 

worship, praise, humbling before God, 

supplication, intercession, spiritual 

warfare and prophecy. It is through 

the praying of the Psalms (they 

prayed it out loud and on their knees) 

that the early Church gained faith to 

reach out to the pagan societies with 

the gospel of redemption.  

• God’s promises: The Word of God 

contains numerous promises about 

many situations, circumstances and 

issues. The reading, meditating and 

proclaiming of these Scriptures in-

creases faith, and help us to under-

stand how God wants us to act in  

diverse circumstances. It helps us to 

pray and intercede with wisdom and 

knowledge rather than from a per-

spective of fear and anxiety.  

• God's will and commands: By 

reading the Word, we discover God's 

will, commands and mandates for His 

church in the World. Build your  

prayers around these commands and 

mandates from Scripture.  

• Prophecies: The Word of God is full 

of prophecies that still need to be ful-

filled; prophecies concerning our-

selves, our families, our nations and 

the purposes of God in the end-times. 

We need to pray these prophesies for 

their fulfilment.  

• Verse by verse: When reading the 

Word, turn every verse that enters 

your heart, into a personal prayer for 

spiritual growth, physical or emotional 

healing and allow your thoughts to 

think about these life-giving words, 

rather than dwelling on problems or 

worldly issues. Rephrase the Word of 

God into prayers and pray His Word 

back to Him.  

• Contemplation: Read the Word 

silently or out loud with the aim of 

encountering God. The moment when, 

by faith, your spirit senses His pres-

ence, allow the Holy Spirit to take you 

into a deeper reflection or contempla-

tion on the Person of God. Just linger 

there in His presence. Sometimes this 

prayer without words can have a more 

profound effect on us and our world 

than many prayers we pray from our 

minds 

Katie & Deirdré  
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through a supernatural birth, driven 

by a supernatural power and nour-

ished by supernatural food, taught by 

a supernatural Teacher from a super-

natural Book." E.W. Kenyon said: Fast-

ing and long hours of prayer do not 

build faith…..reading books about 

faith and men of faith and their ex-

ploits stirs in the heart a deep passion 

for faith, but does not build faith. The 

Word alone is the source of faith.  

Andrew Murray said: Little of the Word 

with little prayer is death to the spir-

itual life. Much of the Word with little 

prayer gives a sickly life. Much of 

prayer with little of the Word gives 

more life, but without steadfastness.  

A full measure of the Word and prayer 

each day gives a healthy and powerful 

life.  Faith comes from hearing the 

message, and the message is heard 

through the Word. (Rom.10:17) With-

out faith we cannot pray because 

prayer without faith does not please 

God. (Heb.11:6) God affirms His Word 

and His promises with an oath. 

(Heb.6:16-17) He cannot be unfaithful 

to His Word. God reveals Himself in 

His Word. He shows His character to 

us through His Word. The promises in 

the Word are in line with His being 

and His character, to which He can 

never be unfaithful.  

1 Why do we have to pray the 

Word?  

• When we understand the authority 

of the Word and the position of the 

Word in our lives, it follows that we 

have to pray the Word. The following 

are some reasons why we should pray 

the Word.  

• God introduces His will in the Word. 

When we pray the Word we pray the 

will of God and when we pray accord-

ing to the will of God, the Word says 

our prayers will be answered.  

(1 John 5:14-15)  

• Secular books provide knowledge 

and insight, but it is only when we 

read the Word that you come to faith. 

When we pray the Word, faith in-

creases in our hearts. (Rom.10:17)  

• The Word/Scripture reveals God's 

priorities. When we pray according  

to the Word we learn what these  

priorities are and then we will be able 

to adapt our lives according to these 

priorities.  

• The Word has authority. When God 

the Father created the universe He did 

it through His Son, the Word. The 

Word spoke a word and there was 

light and life and people and heavenly 

bodies. When we proclaim the Word, it 

becomes a declaration in the spiritual 

kingdom – the Word still has the same 

power. When we call on the living 

Word, it has the power to give life and 

to re-create.  

• The Word teaches us about God – 

His character, being, power, abilities 

and characteristics. When we under-

stand God better we are able to pray 

2 with more faith. Faith is as strong as 

the person in whom you believe.  
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In the Family 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              

FOR INSERTION IN THE DEC/JAN  

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 18th January 2017 Ed ! ! 

Our sincere condolences to 

� Pat Strydom and  

family on the loss of Henry,  

husband and father. 

� John Kleynhans on the 

sad loss of his two sisters 

in the past three months. 

May you all know God’s 

peace at this time. 

Barnabas Corner: 

During December daily  
devotionals will be on display  
in the  foyer. You are invited 
to  choose one for your daily 
Bible reading for next year. 
There is no charge and you 
may keep it or return to the li-
brary at the end of 2017. 
Thank you very much 
Alida 
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Birthday Greetings 
DECEMBER 

 1 Ulinde de Jager 

 Ashley Fourie 

 Neil Onana 

2 George Köhler 

 Kaylin Stevens 

3 Chelsea Abrahams 

 Tony Downing 

 Ludmila Frank 

 Cheryl-Ann        

   Proctor 

 David Gordon 

4 Hazel Plant 

5 Brendon Abrahams 

 Wilma Beukes 

 Anthony  

 Kenyon-Slade 

 Siphamandla      

 Makhambi 

 Debbie Pepper 

6 Liezl Fourie 

 Mark  

 Kenyon-Slade 

6 Karen Kirk 

7 Anthea Dorman 

 André Coetzee 

8 Ignatius Ticha 

9  Guy Parker 

10 Brian Feldman  

 Patricia Welman 

14 Adele Gaillard 

 Isabella Rudman 

16 Jaclyn Downing 

 Emma van Bergen  

 Suretha van Bergen 

17 Hein Louwrens 

 Sue Shaw 

20  Donald Buchan 

 Odilia Ticha 

 Serina van Aarde 

21 Marie Hasse 

 Maureen McLachlan 

22 Mark van Buuren 

23 Gary Kirk 

 Charl Lehmann 

24 Christiaan          

 Opperman 

 Jessica Swanepoel 

25 Alida Bosman 

 Emmamuella Ticha 

26 Joyce Kanyerere 

 Jeanette Ungerer 

28 Linda Pianizzola 

 André Swart 

 Mikayla  

 van der Merwe 

29 Arno Swanepoel 

31 Anna Davidson 

 Daphné Pocock 

 

 

 

21 

Spread the Word 

Our Missionaries 

Mark and Lorraine Liprini 

As promised last month, an update 

regarding Mark Liprini (serving with 

Mission Aviation Fellowship): 

The big news is that Mark and  

Lorraine Liprini are moving to George 

next year at the end of March. Till  

recently Mark was flying in Chad and 

in November will be busy with MAF 

related business (various RSA renew-

als – his annual flight medical, and his 

annual RSA Commercial Licence and 

Instrument Rating check flights for 

renewal of his RSA licence, as well as 

two mandatory aviation related day 

courses).  

Mark will continue to service with MAF 

exactly as he has been doing this 

year. He is a MAF SA pilot seconded to 

MAF International, but with his priority 

role now being as a member of the 

MAF Disaster Response team (MAF 

DR). This team is made up of folk from 

MAF programmes around the world, 

who have the necessary skills and 

availability to respond to an emergen-

cy anywhere in the world, where MAF 

DR feels they can be of assistance. His 

6-8 week secondments as a relief pilot 

are largely to help keep him current in 

the event of a disaster.  Mark will 

most likely be going to Uganda in  

February for a few weeks, to get his 

Ugandan licence renewed.  

An answer to prayer is the opportunity 

for Lorraine to work at Carmel. Her 

experiences at the church (Edenvale 

Baptist Church) in admin and recep-

tion, and care, have prepared her well 

for her potential role there. 

So, please pray for the Liprinis, as the 

next few months are going to be very 

busy in many ways, in addition to 

packing up their home. Pray also for 

their financial needs as housing will be 

more expensive and Loraine will be 

working for a lower salary at Carmel. 

The Liprinis wrote: “We would just like 

to express our deep and genuine 

thanks to you and the church for your 

generous support of us in our work 

with MAF. We are really so grateful!! 

Thank you SO much! God is so faithful 

to us in every way – and we so enjoy 

that He uses special people like you!.” 

How to Pray the WORD  

(Extract from Jericho Walls) 

Hudson Taylor said: "We (Christians) 

are supernatural people: born again 

Mission and Evangelism 
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For many, many years some of our BPC ladies have been making 

soup.   The soup was supplied to MES who, apart from all their 

other activities helping those in need, used it to feed homeless 

people. 

We have now been advised that MES no longer prepares food for 

the homeless.  This has been outsourced to SHILOH.  As a result, 

our soup making has come to an end.  One of the “soup” ladies 

told me that she has been making soup and other food for the 

needy for over 40 years.  Wow!   

To all ladies involved with this “ministry” over many years a sin-

cere THANK YOU!  A cup of soup may be a small thing to you and 

me, but to a hungry person it’s a blessing.  Thank you ladies.   

In lieu of the soup which you have lovingly prepared and cooked 

over the years, you may now wish to contribute the produce 

which you would have used to the GRACE KITCHEN MINISTRY. 

God bless you. 

Irma 

SOUP KITCHEN 

9 

Birthday Greetings 
JANUARY 

1 Michaela Lilley 

 Clive Peck 

 Jonathan Vercuiel 

 Hettie Woodin 

2 Lynette du Raan 

 Gordon Groves 

 Lynette van der      

 Westhuizen 

3 Valerie Luyt 

4 Maureen Downing 

 Ria Harrison 

 Tarryn McCarthy 

5 Solange Awa 

 Shaun Lee Stander 

 Mariska Vorster 

6 Antoinette  

 Donaldson 

 Ria Simons 

 Matthew Vercuiel 

7 Mark Adonis 

 Clara Ticha 

8 Len Goodchild  

9  Dylan Goldsmith 

13  Gideon Lombard 

14 Nathaniel Köhler 

 Dirk von Zeuner 

15 Luke Davidtz 

 Jaco de Jager 

16 Gabrielle  

 de Villiers 

 Taryn Lilley 

 Rebekah Lumsden 

 Axel van Leeuwen 

17 Marelize  

 Badenhorst 

 Adrian Ford 

 Jack Watermeyer 

 Louise Winterbach 

18 Annette Courtriers 

19 Cathy Armstrong 

 Evan Calitz 

 Claire van der   

 Westhuizen 

 Terrance Wheatley 

20 Terry Brown 

 Betty Davidson 

 Dylan Delport 

22 Zenda Azevedo 

 Caryl de Krielen 

22 Blake Lerm 

23 Gideon le Roux 

 Hannelore Leite 

 Pauline Smith 

 Rainer  

 van Leeuwen 

24 Julian Matthews 

26 Bob Harrison 

 Thea Kleu 

27 Olga Bloomfield 

 Guy Brown 

28 Devi-Sankree   

 Petersen 

29 Muluh Fonjah 

 Jan le Roux 

 Jake Petzer 

 Krishna van  

 Schalkwyk 

30 Peter Martin 

 Rita Smith 

 Estelle Snyders 

 Kobus Swanepoel 

31 Melissa Sineke 
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Youth Zone 

As we approach Thanksgiving 
and the end of the year we take 
a look at what some of our 
young people have achieved 
during 2016 and some of the 
new adventures that they will 
be embarking on in 2017. We 
thank our Heavenly Father for 
blessing our children in so many 
ways and pray that they will  
always look to Him for strength 
in all their endeavours. 
Two of our Teenz, Megan  
Conradie and Sasha Kingwill, 
made the Western Cape Schools 
Equestrian Team and were 
awarded merit colours for their 
achievement at Fairmont High 
School. 
Dewalt Swanepoel fulfilled a 
long-time dream when he was 
selected to play for the first  
rugby team at the Jan Kriel 
School this year, and then 
crowned this achievement by 
being elected head boy of the 
school for 2017! 
During the June/July holidays 
this year Carl-Phillip  
Lehmann, who is in matric at 
Bishops, accompanied the 

school’s fencing team on an  
unforgettable tour to Germany. 
We look forward to publishing 
his full report in the next edition 
of Bellpress. Carl-Phillip has 
been accepted to study  
B Accounting at the University 
of Stellenbosch next year. 
Estelle le Roux, who is com-
pleting Grade 12 at Fairmont 
this year, will be spending a 
well-deserved holiday visiting 
her boyfriend in the UK before 
starting her preparation to  
become a fine dining chef at the 
Silwood School of Cookery in 
Rondebosch. 
Tiaan Calitz is doing his arti-
cles at a law firm in Johannes-
burg, where he shares a house 
with 6 friends and his dog, 
Roxy.He has started running 
and recently completed his first 
21km race. He is enjoying life in 
Johannesburg immensely.The 
Law Society flew him down to 
Cape Town in early November 
to attend a gala dinner, where 
he received a prestigious award 
for coming first in the board  
exams in the Western, Eastern 
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after all these years. Sadly, a lot of 
people say it is not, because how can 
such an ancient article possibly have 
any relevance to today’s life? They 
say the Bible is just like my old ’66 
Cortina – useful once upon a time, but 
now nothing more than an outmoded 
memory. Society has changed and so 
has what defines modern life. Some-
times this argument almost makes 
sense; after all, what would we think 
if Rev Botsis turned up at the 09h30  
service in a Martin Luther outfit - 
complete with long hair and a black 
beret? But some things stay the same 
regardless of time: physical laws 
come to mind. Try to throw a brick 
into the air and hope it won’t come 
down on your head; gravity stays 
gravity. The Bible is the same; it stays 
an unchanging constant unaltered by 
time or culture. But many modernists 
say things like: “Religion needs to 
change to keep up with a changing 
world; the Bible cannot meet the 
needs of modern man and the Bible is 
old-fashioned and steeped in back-
ward ethics.” I think many Christians 
have asked themselves the question, 
“Is the Bible still relevant after  
all these years?” at some point in 
their lives. The answer must be yes, 
because the Bible offers a realistic 
and balanced approach to the chal-
lenges of life. The main reason for me 
is that the Bible was inspired and giv-
en to us by God. Maybe you are famil-
iar with Abraham Lincoln’s famous 
saying: “In regard to this Great Book, 
I have but to say, it is the best gift 

God has given to man. All the good 
the Saviour gave to the world was 
communicated through this book.” 
And if one does not believe in God? 
Then the Bible is the path to find God 
and the only source of information 
about Jesus. The Bible remains a rev-
elation of the mind and will of God – 
and this is how we can learn what 
God is all about. In this age of unlim-
ited opinions, many people are 
searching for the truth; the Bible is 
the only source of truth and can 
therefore guide us through our life, 
regardless of what age we live in. 
One has only to read Solomon’s wise 
answers and Proverbs to understand 
that the wisdom of the Bible is time-
less. So what responsibility rests on 
us as believers? To live the Bible in 
our everyday lives, because for every 
person who reads the Bible, there are 
a hundred non-readers who “read” 
us. For the fans of Philip Yancy I give 
his opinion about the Bible: “ What I 
see in the Bible, especially in the 
book of Psalms, which is a book of 
gratitude for the created world, is 
recognition that all good things on 
Earth are God’s; every good gift is 
from above. They are good if we rec-
ognize where they came from and if 
we treat them the way the Designer 
intended them to be treated.”  

Buenas noches,  

duerme bien. 

 
Watching God work 

Kobus MULDER 
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Ultimate Strange Views 

Last night I had supper in the Palacio 
de Miramar, overlooking Playa de la 
Concha, with a lot of deftige people, 
some with impressive medals around 
their necks. Yes, I know I started with 
the same words last month, but then, 
dinner is one of my important activi-
ties. After a brief period home, I am 
back in Spain, but this time in the 
Basque city of San Sebastian, this 
year’s European Capital of Culture. 
The Basque people maintain the 
city’s name is Donosta. I am one of 50 
turophiles from 25 countries (yours 
truly is the Africa representative - eat 
your heart out Mr Prez) who have 
gathered in this beautiful coastal city 
to decide which is the best cheese in 
the world. The Miramar Palace was 
built in 1883 by Maria Christina of 
Austria, consort of Alfonso XII of 
Spain, in order for her to swim in the 
sea during the hot Madrid summers. 
(Ag foeitog, what a problem) Unfortu-
nately, the Church of San Sebastian 
el Antiguo, built in the 10th century, 
was on the spot where she wanted 
the “beach house”. No problem; she 
asked (instructed?) that it be moved. 
The bishop, being an agreeable 
(pathetic) chap, broke it down and 
rebuilt it, with the same  
materials, across the bay. Wanting to 
see a rebuilt church, I visited the El 

Antiguo this afternoon and yes, they 
did a splendid job and the inside is 
magnificent. In my humble opinion 
there is nothing to beat early Roman 
Catholic Cathedrals and churches 
when it comes to church interiors. 
Looking at the ornate cover, delicate 
pages and beautiful illustrations of a 
200-year old Petisco-Torres Amat  
Bible it struck me how far Bible 
translations and printing have come 
through the ages. For one, today’s 
Bibles can withstand the rough han-
dling often dished out by Bible-
punching TV-preachers. But it is not 
just Bible translations and printing 
which have undergone tremendous 
progress and changes; most things in 
life have changed through the ages, 
and at what a pace! Today a five-year
-old computer is near obsolete, while 
the latest cell phone outperforms the 
first laptop I worked on. My first car, 
a 1966 Cortina GT, does not stand a 
chance, specification wise, compared 
to the latest Noddy-car made in 
South Korea. In today’s world we 
speed through technology as if it is a 
packet of chips during a rugby game; 
many things are outdated in months 
and something which happened a 
decade ago is nearly ancient history. 
And yet, we have the Bible, around 3 
000 years old, which is still relevant 
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and Northern Cape region for 
the period June 2015 to June 
2016.He finishes his articles at 
the end of this year and to  
become a lawyer officially early 
next year. 
Evan Calitz has completed his 
final exams in Industrial Engi-
neering at the University of 
Stellenbosch and hopes to get 
his degree in December.  
He is leaving for the USA soon 
to work at a ski resortat  
Lake Tahoe in California for 2 
months and then do a month’s 
travelling before returning in 
mid-March.He has accepted a 
job offer at LTS, a Consulting 
Engineering Company in Bell-
ville, where he will start on 
April. After doing a few months’ 
training he will be sent to  
London for a year! 
Krishna van Schalkwyk com-
pleted her BA degree in Visual 
Communication Design Cum 
Laude and went on to do a 
bridging course over the past 
year and a half in order to 
change her field and do her 
Honours in Media Studies in 
2017.has been working part-
time at Lesdene, a jewellery 
shop, for many years. She is 
also involved with TDSI (The 
Doggie Support Initiative) as 

the current treasurer for the  
organisation which helps raise 
funds and does volunteer work 
and projects to improve the 
quality of life of the dogs and 
cats at the Lucky Lucy Founda-
tion. TDSI was founded by her 
brother, Kade. They hope to 
expand to reach more animals 
at other shelters in future as 
well. 
Jana du Plessis, who gave us 
some insight into her life since 
leaving school in the last  
edition, has given us the follow-
ing update: 
 “After taking the year to gain 
some work experience and  
enjoy life's adventures, I've  
decided to return to the books 
to further my education as a 
health coach. On November 
2016'll be starting my Health 
Coach course through the 
American-based Institution  
of Integrative Health. I'll be 
learning about the different  
aspects of health beyond the 
contents of our plates to look at 
how our physical, emotional 
and spiritual well-being affects 
our overall health. I'm very  
passionate about and intrigued 
by how different life sources 
can influence our health on a 
physical level, and I'm super 
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excited to learn 
more and ultimately share with 
other people everything that  
I will have learned. My aim is  
to use my health coach certifi-
cation to launch my dream of 
working in and inspiring the 
wellness industry in South  
Africa and beyond. I will be  
continuing in my current job as 
social media and editorial writer 
for the publishing company, 
Highbury Media, while I com-
plete my one-year course 
through online education.” 
The Swart siblings,  
Matthew and Tamsyn,  
continue their medical studies 
at the Tygerberg Campus of the 
University of Stellenbosch, 
where Tamsyn will be serving 
on the House Committee of 
Meerhof Residence. Her portfo-
lio involves, among other 
things, welcoming and caring 
for the first year students.  
Jason, who has been working 
as a guide and game ranger at 
Shepherd’s Tree Lodge in the 
Pilanesberg Reserve for the 
past year, is starting in a new 
position at Nambiti Plains near 
Newcastle in Kwa-Zulu Natal. 
Jannes Strydom will complete 
his Community Service year as 
a physiotherapist at the 

Potchefstroom Hospital in De-
cember. He begins a new job for 
MH&P Physiotherapists at  
Rehab Matters, a neurological 
rehabilitation centre in Rivonia, 
in January. His fiancée, Jana 
Rossouw, graduates with a 
B.Eng. (Mechatronics) in  
December, and will be working 
in Centurion. 
The Snyders clan will also see 
some changes in the near  
future: Wendy and her husband, 
Hurn Merrington, are returning 
to the Cape; Chris became  
engaged to Enid Niewoudt in 
September and will be getting 
married in April next year;  
Timothy, whose wife, Jaimee, 
plays an important role in our 
congregation as a teacher at 
both the Children’s and Teenz 
Ministries, will be writing his 
professional landscape architect 
exams; and Andrew, who is  
finishing his stint at Goodwood 
Presby, will be heading to  
selection conference next year. 
 
God bless you all. 
 
Estelle Strydom 
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Back Row:  Heinrich & Denise Asch, Caroline Fourie, Vickie Bruwer,  
Gerry Snyders. 

Seated: Pam Botha, Jenni Langston, Olga Bloomfield, Pat Strydom,  
Felicity Murray, Louise Gevers. 

Front:  Alison Meyer, Karen Watermeyer. 

Absent when photograph was taken: 

Left: Erna Voges, Right: John Skinner 

The Pastoral Team 
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Church Diary 
Special events in Dec & Jan 

DECEMBER SPECIALS Thursday 1st 

9: 30am Bible Study 

Saturday 3rd 

Sunday School Concert Practice 

Sunday 4th 

Sunday School Concert AT 6:00PM 
in the Church 

Tuesday 6th 

Presbytery Meetings 

Tuesday 13th 

Session Meeting 

Friday 15th  

Day of Reconciliation 

Sunday 4th 

7:30am & 9:30am   Worship 

6:00pm Sunday School  
Concert. 

Sunday 11th  

7:30am & 9:30am Carol Services 

NO EVENING SERVICE 

Sunday 18th 

7:30am & 9:30am  
HOLY COMMUNION  

No EVENING Service 

Christmas Eve  -  
Worship at 11pm 

Christmas Day -  
Worship at 9:00am 

JANUARY SPECIALS 1 January  

7:30am & 9:30am Worship 

No EVENING Service 

2 January 

Office closed 

11 January  

Schools Open 

15 January 

Sunday School commences 

17 January 

Session Meeting 

29 January 

PLEDGE SUNDAY 

COMMUNION 
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