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From the Crows Nest 
during the First World War - a dev-
astating World conflict. The Hope 
for future Peace amongst mankind 
was sadly not to be.  Mandy pays 
tribute to two special members.  
Another academic year has come 
to an end.  To our matriculants 
and university graduates Bonne 
Chance in your future endeavours, 
either in further studies or careers.  

Geseënde Kersfees en  
voorspoed vir 2018 . 

Stay safe, Yours aye, 

Frank 

My Dear Readers, 

The bass-baritone voice of Bing 

Crosby’s  iconic song “ I’m dream-
ing of a White Christmas” ,  trav-
elling with my parents in our little 
Ford Prefect as a child from  
Saldanha Bay to view the Christ-
mas lights and the huge displays 
by OK Bazaars and Stuttafords  in 
their windows in Adderley Street. 
A special treat while in the city at 
this time, was having a meal at 
the Cape Town Station restaurant, 
tables bedecked with sparkling 
white damask tablecloths and ser-
viettes, silver cutlery, our meal 
served by waitresses wearing 
starched  uniforms ... fond child-
hood memories of Christmas past.  
Feliz Navidad and Little Drummer 
Boy by Boney M playing over the 
airways and in shopping centres. 
“Bah humbug!” those particular 
memories are ones I can do with-
out.  Those gifts of gaudy ties, 
handkerchiefs and socks, not to 
forget the inevitable bottle of Old 
Spice also come to mind.   

Now the words “Happy Holidays” 
are uttered by so many and not 
“Blessed Christmas”.  Myf writes 
of the true spirit of Christmas be-
tween British and German soldiers 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends 

I pray you and all your loved ones 
will have a blessed Christmas and 
New Year. 

Earlier today I opened 2 little 25 
gram bottles - one of mayonnaise, 
one of mustard,  which were gifts 
to me.  As I turned over each lid I 
discovered different messages 
written on the inside of the lid.  
The one had “Spread Joy” and the 
other had “Spread Love”. 

It was a lovely surprise.  Whoever 
thought of doing that did good!  If 
the lids were blank on the inside I 
would not have missed anything.  
Or if the message was “Spread 
Thickly” I would have become cyn-
ical thinking “they want me to use 
more so I buy more”.  Instead I 
was surprised and instantly hap-
py. 

That is the Christmas message in 
a nutshell, isn’t it?  Spread love, 
spread joy and surprise the world 
and those around you with doing 
just that. 

Paul writes to the Galatians that 
“in the fullness of time” God sent 
His Son to redeem us.  A lot has 
been guessed about “the fullness 
of time” and what that phrase may 
mean but I think amongst all the 
learnéd guesses there is space for 
this simple thought: we can make 
any moment good news to those 
around us by spreading love and 
spreading joy.  Didn’t the angels 
tell the shepherds they had good 
news of great joy for all the 
world? 

I am not going to be at BPC this 
Christmas.  Only one other time in 
these past 38 years have I not 
been with you at Christmas and 
New Year. (Many, many years 
back I was invited to do Christmas 
Services at a “Christian Hotel” in 
the Drakensberg and received sev-
eral nights’ accommodation for 
Mandy and Hannah and me).    

This year we are going to have a 
family Christmas in Johannesburg 
with Kingsley, his parents, other 
grandparents and his 2 aunties.  
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Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning  

classes. Tuesday mornings  
in the Lingen Street Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 
0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-
nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

Ian Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

.  Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 
Reliable Technician  

Frans vd Merwe  

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, 
etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  
Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 
BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 
her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-
bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant. 

Woodwork - For all your built-in  
cupboards / refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 
0219193122 or 0827292725 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 
for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R45 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 
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 A Christmas Prayer for Peace 

Lord, in a season when every heart 

should be happy and light, many of us 

are struggling with the heaviness of 

life—burdens that steal the joy right out 

of our Christmas stockings. Crazy 

weather disasters strike at unsuspect-

ing areas, ravaging peaceful homes 

and interrupting the lives of unsuspect-

ing residents. Tragedy arrives as inno-

cent victims suffer, and an inner voice 

whispers, “Be afraid!” We need your 

peace, Jesus. 

Lord, we still carol the wonderful mes-

sage, huddled beneath winter caps on 

snow-covered porches, or from church-

es, led by enthusiastic musicians or 

choir members. Yet we confess that 

our hearts are too often filled with won-

der of a different kind: wondering when 

the bills will be paid, when the terror will 

stop, when rest will come. Will it ever? 

Is the message still true? 

In a world where worry, not peace, pre-

vails, stir up that good news again. This 

Christmas, make it real in our hearts. 

Never have we needed Your joy and 

peace more than now. Thank You for 

the gift of Jesus, our Immanuel, the 

Word made flesh. Forgive us for forget-

ting—that Your love never changes, 

never fades, and that You never aban-

don the purpose for which You came: 

to save us from our sinful condition, 

and to give us life eternal, the joy of 

relationship with a holy God. Your 

birth—and Your death—sealed Your 

promise to us forever. 

For those whose hearts are battered by 

sorrow or broken relationships, for 

those whose lives know only conflict 

and confusion, for those whose 

bodies are tired and tested be-

yond their ability to endure this 

year—precious Savior, draw 

them close to You. Let them 

know You are still the same Je-

sus who was born of a virgin, not 

in a hospital but an animal barn, 

laid in a manger of hay. You are 

still the One sent by a heavenly 

Father who offered not condem-

nation for our sins, but love and 

forgiveness—and daily, divine 

fellowship. 

We not only need Your peace 

and joy; Lord, we crave it. 

You’ve promised rest for the 

weary, victory for the battle-

scarred, peace for the anxious, .   
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We are spreading the love and joy 
to Gauteng! It will be fun: driving 
there, sleeping over at a farm 
called Mieliefontein, leaving my 
phone and watch in the bedside 
drawer so I just relax and do not 
even clockwatch or play with my 
phone. I will bake a 11/2 kg  Blue-
berry cheesecake (my annual 
treat) and probably cook a few 
meals.  And I am really looking 
forward to going to worship on 
Christmas Day where no-one 
knows me and we can simply be 
another family at worship, without 
me worrying about “how is the 
service going and how is my 
preaching?” 

What is better than spreading love 
and spreading joy in and with fam-
ily meals? 

 Christ Jesus is our Father’s 
“indescribable gift” : He comes 
spreading the Father’s love and 
joy.  And you BPC saints know 
that and have felt that. 

And I am proud to say, you have 
also spread God’s love and joy. 

I ask you do so again this Christ-
mas.  Please go out of your way, 
surprise someone, and invite a 
single person, or a single parent 

and his/her children to share your 
Christmas table.  If you employ 
anyone - gardener, char, regular 
salaried employees in a business, 
surprise them with extra generosi-
ty. 

And remember the poor:  surprise 
folk who are “down and out” with 
a lovely wrapped present - socks 
and towels and soap and sweeties 
are always things that make these 
people of the street feel special: 
loved and joyful. 

Remember our BPC values: 

 See Jesus in everyone. 

 Be Jesus to everyone. 

I will miss you.  I know I will. 

  

Thank you for all the Christmases 
you have spread love and spread 
joy in Jesus’ Name toward me and 
my family. 

God bless you. 

Always! 

Love 
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DECEMBER  
Birthday Greetings 

1 Ulinde de Jager 
 Ashley Fourie 
 Neil Onana 
 
2 George Köhler 
 Kaylin Stevens 
 
3 Chelsea Abrahams 
 Tony Downing 
 Ludmila Frank 
 Cheryl-Ann  
 Gaillard 
 Lauren Michaels 
 Zac Van Eyssen 
 
4 Hazel Plant 
 
5 Brendon Abrahams 
 Wilma Beukes 
 Anthony Kenyon-
 Slade 
 Siphamandla  
 Makhambi 
 Debbie Pepper 
 
6 Liezl Fourie 
 Mark Kenyon-
 Slade 
 Karen Kirk 
 
7 André Coetzee 
 Anthea Dorman 
 
8 Ignatius Ticha 

9 Cara Gie 
 Guy Parker 
 
10 Brian Feldman 
 Patricia Welman 
 
14 Adele Gaillard 
 Isabella Rudman 
 Lieb Venter 
 
16 Jaclyn Downing 
 Suretha van  
 Bergen 
 
17 Hein Louwrens 
 Sue Shaw 
 
20 Donald Buchan 
 Odilia Ticha 
 
21 Marie Hasse 
 Maureen  
 McLachlan 
 
23 Gary Kirk 
 Charl Lehmann 
 
24 Christiaan  
 Opperman 
 Jessica Swanepoel 
 
25 Alida Bosman 
 Emmanuella Ticha 
 

26 Kyle Brown 
 Joyce Kanyerere 
 Jeanette Ungerer 
 
28 Linda Pianizzola 
 André Swart 
 Mikayla van der 
 Merwe 
 
29 Arno Swanepoel 
 
31 Anna Davidson 
 Daphné Pocock 
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PRAYERS 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their causes need 
you most,  and by making you anxious to be there to 
help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 
ahead. 

Anon 
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Out of the silence, 
Music. 

Out of the darkness, 
Light. 

Out of uncertainty, 
Promise. 

Hope 
was born that night. 

“When you sit down to eat, pray. When you eat bread, do 

so thanking Him for being so generous to you. If you drink 

wine, be mindful of Him who has given it to you for your 

pleasure and as a relief in sickness. When you dress, thank 

Him for His kindness in providing you with clothes. When 

you look at the sky and the beauty of the stars, throw 

yourself at God’s feet and adore Him who in His wisdom 

has arranged things in this way. Similarly, when the sun 

goes down and when it rises, when you are asleep or 

awake, give thanks to God, who created and arranged all 

things for your benefit, to have you know, love and praise 

their Creator.”  Saint Basil the Great. 
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JANUARY  
Birthday Greetings 

1 Michaela Lilley 
 Clive Peck 
 
2 Lynette du Raan 
 Gordon Groves 
 Lynette van der 
 Westhuizen 
 
3 Valerie Luyt 
 
4 Maureen Downing 
 
5 Pepetua Fowang 
 Shaun Lee Stander 
 
6 Antoinette  
 Donaldson 
 Ria Simons 
 
7 Mark Adonis 
 Clara Ticha 
 
8 Len Goodchild 
 
9 Dylan Goldsmith 
 
13 Gideon Lombard 
 
14 Nathaniel Köhler 
 Dirk von Zeuner 
 
15 Luke Davidtz 
 Jaco de Jager 

16 Gabrielle de  
 Villiers 
 Taryn Lilley 
 Rebekah Lumsden 
 Axel van Leeuwen 
 
17 Marelize  
 Badenhorst 
 Adrian Ford 
 Jack Watermeyer 
 Louise Winterbach 
 
18 Annette Courtriers 
 
19 Cathy Armstrong 
 Evan Calitz 
 Leslie Liebenberg 
 Claire van der 
 Westhuizen 
 Terrance Wheatley 
 
20 Terry Brown 
 Betty Davidson 
 
21 Christine Lamb 
 
22 Blake Lerm 
 
23 Gideon le Roux 
 Hannelore Leite 
 Pauline Smith 
 James van 
 Eyssen 

 Rainer van  
 Leeuwen 
 
24 Julian Matthews 
 
26 Thea Kleu 
 
27 Olga Bloomfield 
 Guy Brown 
 Mariska Vorster 
 
28 Devi-Sankree  
 Petersen 
 
29 Jan le Roux 
 Jake Petzer 
 
30 Peter Martin 
 Rita Smith 
 Estelle Snyders 
 Kobus Swanepoel 
 
31 Anthea Petersen 
 Melissa Sineke 
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Church Diary 
December/January 

Saturday 2nd December  
Sunday School Concert Practice 
 
Sunday 3rd December  
9 30am Sunday School Concert 
7 30am and 7 00pm Worship 
 
Tuesday 5th December  
Presbytery Meeting 
 
Wednesday 6th December  
THANKSGIVING 
 
Sunday 10th December  
7 30am & 9 30am Worship 
7 00pm Carol Service 
 
Tuesday 12th December  
7 00pm Session Meeting 
 
Sunday 17th December  
7 30am & 9 30am Worship 
No EVENING Service 
 
Christmas Eve   
7 30am & 9 30am Worship 
11pm Worship & Holy Communion 
 
Christmas Day   
9:00am Worship  
 
Sunday 31st December  
9 30am Holy Communion  
(NO other services on this Sunday). 

7 January  
7:30am & 9:30am Worship 
No EVENING Service 
 
14 January 
7 30am & 9 30am Worship 
7 00pm Worship 
 
17 January  
Schools Open 
 
21 January 
Sunday School commences 
 

23 January 
Session Meeting 

29 January 

PLEDGE SUNDAY 
COMMUNION 
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course of 20 weeks. 

Please also pray for her fu-
ture role in her share of a 
business, aimed at creating 
opportunity for the Gospel, in 
North Africa. 

Marlene praises God for the 
fact that she and her sister 
have decided and been ena-
bled to buy the family home 
after her mother's passing 
last year. This home serves 
as a House of Prayer for the 
nations. 

Mark and Lorraine Liprini 
(Mission Aviation Fellow-
ship) 

Mark has been instructing 
and flying in Kenya and lately 
supervising a new pilot from 
the South Sudan programme. 
He has also done some as-
sessment flying with two can-
didate MAF pilots in Johan-
nesburg and George. It is a 
particular joy for him to see 
young people follow the 
Lord's call into ministry, es-
pecially into a flying related 
ministry. 

The Liprinis relocated to 
George earlier this year and 

thank BPC for the prayer and 
financial support they so 
gratefully receive. 

Please keep praying for Lor-
raine's general health as she 
struggles with repeated bouts 
of flu. 

Join the Liprinis in praising 
God for a blessed long week-
end away recently to cele-
brate their wedding anniver-
sary. Also, that Lorraine is 
settling in well as housekeep-
er at Carmel. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE 
DEARLY LOVED FRIENDS 
IN YOUR PRAYERS. If you 
would like to make a  
financial contribution, 
please contact Caryl at 
the BPC church office. 

 

Katie and Deirdré 
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Pinelands to move to Beulah 
Lodge we gave away and 
blessed people who needed 
furniture, not knowing that 
we would ever be in  a 4 bed-
room house. 

Well God is so faithful we 
have been blessed with a 
couch and dining table and 
chairs. PTL! 

Great excitement about ar-
ranging OM 60th celebra-
tion.  Peter Conlan (OM UK) 
was be the guest speak-
er.  We co-ordinated part of 
his visit. 

We have met  and inter-
viewed a few people who are 
interested in missions or gap 
year.  On Saturday I (Peggy) 
met with a young lady in 
Paarl.  She is in grade 11 but 
is planning what she is going 
to do after matric.  Her  op-
tions are to study teaching or 
do a Gap Year . She is looking 
what options are available.  I 
was blessed that at such a 
young age she knows that 
God has touched her life and 
she wants to be a blessing for 
His glory.  Precious. 

My brother’s daughter’s 
(Pamela) baby needs  
prayer.  She was born with so 
many complications.  Her 
skull is fused so there is no 
space for growth. Her eyes 
are bulging but the Specialist 
will only operate in Feb when 
she is stronger (5 months 
old). They will cut the crani-
um and put pins in. 

Andre and Peggy thank BPC 
for all their love and support.   

Marlene (Africa Inland 
Mission) 

Marlene, now stationed in 
Cape Town has been over-
seas for a month in various 
countries considering and 
joining the debate regarding 
various opportunities for mis-
sion in countries resistant to 
the Gospel. 

While there she relished the 
opportunity to see her broth-
er who lives in the UK. 

She asks for prayer for a “ 
Repurposing Business” train-
ing (God and Business) to 
take place in November as  
a pre-requisite for a full Re-
purposing Business training 
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Estelle Strydom will soon be retir-
ing from having taught BPC Sun-
day School for the past 20+years. 
What an amazing achievement 
and commitment. Estelle, we rec-
ognise the gift you have been to 
our children and families. Thank 
you, thank you! 
I’ve asked Estelle to outline her 
years in the Sunday School, fol-
lowed by thanks from her current, 
former pupils, parents and friends. 
 
In Estelle’s words… 
“Handré and I started visiting BPC 
early in 1980 and joined the con-
gregation officially the following 
year. I was already loving being a 
high school English teacher, so I 
decided that the most appropriate 
form of service for me would be to 
become involved with the Sunday 
School. As most adults are intimi-
dated by teenagers and I am less 
than comfortable with smaller peo-
ple, I was given the Std 6 class 
(Grade 8).  
The upstairs classes had not yet 
been built and space was limited 
so our “classroom” was a few 
chairs in the “round the bend” ar-

ea. The teachers’ meetings were 
often hilarious gatherings and 
gave me an opportunity to get to 
know other members better. I re-
ceived excellent guidance from a 
number of people – I remember 
sisters Gilna Judelsohn and Shirley 
McKay being great mentors. After 
two years I realised that my in-
volvement with and commitment 
to my pupils at DF Malan wasn’t 
leaving me with enough to spare 
to do justice to the young ones at 
church, so I reluctantly resigned. 
When Xandy started Sunday 
School at the age of 3 in 1991 I 
gradually became involved again, 
occasionally standing in for other 
teachers to read Bible stories to 
the very littlies, until in 1997 I 
bravely took on one of the two 
Grade 3 classes of about 12 to 15 
children. What a disaster!! It was a 
rude awakening to discover that, 
while a few years before I had 
been able to quell an entire hall 
full of 17-year olds with one glare, 
I had absolutely no control over a 
handful of under-tens. The very 

TRIBUTES 
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next year I moved up to Grade 6 
(bliss!) and three years later 
caught up with the same class 
again in Grade 9 (heaven!). 
 They were a very challenging but 
wonderfully inspiring group of chil-
dren with sharp minds and many 
questions – Wendy Snyders, Na-
thaniel Kohler, Paul Cornish, Na-
talie Schoonraad and Terence van 
Molendorf, among others. 
When Peter van Vuuren launched 
the “Superschool” he revolution-
ised our thinking entirely and in-
spired a period of growth and en-
thusiasm for all involved. Who 
could ever forget Tobie du Plessis 
leaping up into the pulpit in a Su-
perman outfit?! However, at the 
same time, it was becoming in-
creasingly clear that there was a 
need to establish a separate fel-
lowship for the high school chil-
dren. Under the guidance of Rod 
and Brent, we began to work on a 
two-year curriculum for a com-
bined Grade 8 and 9 group, which 
would involve a Bible lesson one 
week, followed by a related “life 
lesson” the next week.   
We based our programme on He-
brews 11, the Faith Chapter, and 
traced the lives of the important 

men and women of God in the Old 
Testament, linking them to New 
Testament stories.  We moved the 
entire high school group to the 
5.30 evening slot to join the con-
firmees and included a time of fel-
lowship, impromptu games and a 
shared snack supper after class. 
Just before 7, most of the group 
would troop into church together 
to attend worship. We faced a 
storm of indignation from parents 
who still had to bring younger sib-
lings to Sunday School in the 
morning, but in the end everyone 
coped and the teenagers loved 
having their own space.  Later, 
when numbers began to wane, we 
expanded our curriculum to run 
over a 3-year cycle for Grade 8 to 
10. The Teenz Ministry name was 
Brent’s solution to a running battle 
about the position of the apostro-
phe in Teens’ Ministry!  
The teachers with whom I have 
worked (for 20+ years?) have all 
provided meaningful guidance and 
valuable friendships, and I am 
thankful for the role each has 
played in my life and the lives of 
the young ones. Everyone has had 
something unique to contribute. I 
have had a wonderful time inter-
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Mission and Evangelism  

We have decided to end the 
year with an update of the 
missionaries supported by 
BPC (through prayer and a 
financial contribution).  

It is wonderful to know that 
this is one of the ways in 
which BPC attempts to obey 
the great commission:  

Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of 
the age.”  (Matthew 28:18-
20) 

Andre and  
Peggy Kritzinger 
(Operation Mobilisation) 

Peggy sent this update: 

Bill Drake , Musician, song-
writer and composer came to 
Cape Town in October. Andre 
and I co-ordinated his short 
visit. 

We give praise to God for the 
one young girl who gave her 
life to the LORD. 

We have moved from  
Beulah Lodge, Pinelands to 
19 Ruitershoogte,  
Vierlanden.   
 

Canadian friend bought the 
house and asked if we would 
look after their house. 

They will come on holiday for 
a few weeks a year.  

This is a blessing.  We do not 
have the guesthouse duties 
so we are released to do 
more ministry work. 

God is so amazing! We 
moved at end of October.  

When we left El Shaddai in 

Spread the Word 
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 Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

Presby Summer Camp: “INFERNO” 

Date: 7 to 10 December  

Venue:  Simonsberg Christian Conference Centre 

Cost: R350 

Contact: Jaimee 072 010 6278 

 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:  ACROSS: 1 Bethlehem, 5 Two, 8 Joel, 9 
Reed, 10 The, 12 Ad,  14 Aser, 15 Virgin, 20 Meet, 21 East, 22 Jacob, 
23 Ruth, 25 Omer, 27 Elisha, 30 Ears, 32 Ed, 33 Add, 35 Ague, 36 
Lead, 38 Inn, 39 Shepherds.  DOWN: 1 Born, 2 Twelve, 3 Eat, 4 Eve, 5 
To, 6 Wear, 7 Old,  8 Jesse, 11 Hai,  13 Or, 16 lt, 17 Grace, 18 Naomi, 
19 Star, 20 Mary, 24 Herod, 25 Oh, 26 Manger, 28 Led, 29 So, 30 Eden, 
31 Jews, 32 Eli, 33 Ash, 34 Dip, 37 An. 
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acting with teenagers (and their 
parents) from a fascinating variety 
of high schools and cultural back-
grounds. Although the Bible 
knowledge has often been a 
source of despair to me 
(particularly as RI classes were 
phased out of the schools), most of 
the children have come from home 
and Sunday School with a deep 
awareness of Jesus’ love for them, 
a sound faith in the Father and an 
eagerness to enrich their relation-
ships with Him. 
 As senior citizenship approaches, I 
realise that it’s time for younger 
heads and hearts to face the chal-
lenges presented by a new genera-
tion, and am happy that Jaimee 
Snyders will be taking over to lead 
them into the next era.  I am eager 
to see what form of ministry the 
Lord has in store for me next!”     
How Estelle’s current class de-
scribe her: 
Passionate, vibrant, knowledgea-
ble, committed, kind, caring, down 
to earth, approachable, hardwork-
ing, organized and punctual.  
What her Sunday School col-
leagues say: 
Estelle has all the qualities of an 
amazing teacher, whose passion 

for children is Christ inspired and 
God Given. We will miss you, but 
your presence will be felt at every 
lesson that you prepared for the 3 
year Teenz ministry cycle. 
From friends and families 
whose children she has taught: 
We started a family home group of 
4 families with the idea of teaching 
our children more about the Bible, 
to worship together as a family 
and have fun together as Christian 
families.  Estelle has been part of 
this since the start, and played an 
important part in teaching the kids 
about the Bible.  Her knowledge of 
especially the Old Testament is 
amazing, but she also has the gift 
of presenting that knowledge in a 
way that everyone in the group 
from the smallest to the oldest al-
ways felt we learnt something 
new.  Even though we took turns 
amongst the adults to lead the 
teaching part Estelle played an im-
portant part in sharing her 
knowledge.  What I really appreci-
ate about her is her passion for 
teaching and her sincere interest 
in all the children in the family 
home group.  Although we no long-
er meet as families, she always 
takes a keen interest in everyone’s 
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doings and accomplishments and 
would ‘brag’ about it in church as if 
they are her kids (which in a way 
they are!) 
(Henda Calitz) 
 What one of her “home 
group” kids says: 
Tannie Estelle, what a legend! Her 
passion for teaching, and the Bible, 
truly enriched my life. At home 
group and at BPC she effortlessly 
taught us about the Gospel and 
her knowledge of the Bible is 
something I admire. I would like to 
thank her for every Sunday school 
lesson taught and Bible story told. 
I know this Biblical foundation in 
my life has set me up to want to 
learn more about Jesus every day. 
(Evan Calitz) 
Another friend adds: 
I have never met a person more 
passionate about teaching as Es-
telle. Teaching Sunday School – 
Grade 3, Grade 4, right through to 
Teenz Ministry. Teaching young 
families, our children as well as us 
as their parents. Then of course 
any high school learner wishing to 
do better in English can always to 
turn Estelle. 
If you are taking part in a quiz or 
playing a board game, Estelle is 

the one you would like to have in 
your team for her knowledge of 
Bible history and literature. Playing 
“Who wants to be a millionaire” 
she will be the friend you need to 
call.  
Estelle’s love for teaching equals 
her love for children, teenagers 
and young adults. I do not think 
she is as enthusiastic to teach 
adults, as she is to teach the 
younger generation, but will the 
BPC ladies ever forget her teaching 
at our Ladies’ camps? 
Estelle, I need you here, right now, 
to write this thank you letter to 
you, properly. I do not have the 
vocabulary to sing your praises or 
thank you deservingly, but it 
comes from my heart and on be-
half of many, many people. 
We will, forever, be grateful for 
your input into the lives of our chil-
dren, both spiritual and in general.  
We know you will never stop 
teaching and it is my prayer that 
The Lord will bless you and guide 
you to sow abundantly into plenty 
more lives. 
Enjoy the break! Teacher forever! 
(Talitha du Plessis) 
 
Compiled by Mandy Botsis 
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culiar house rules.  Until a few 
years ago, the swearing chef, 
Gordon Ramsey, had a restau-
rant in it and TV celebrities ran 
the hotel on a temporary basis, 
Gimmicky.  Obviously, it did not 
last long and it was taken over 
by a mysterious Middle Eastern 
investor who promptly banned 
serving alcohol, pork and re-
fined sugar.  What’s more, only 
gluten free food is served in its 
restaurants.  At breakfast, you 
get chicken sausage and turkey 
rashers instead of bacon.  
Weird man, weird and needless 
to say, I have my dinners some-
where else.   

On the square in front of the 
hotel entrance are the weirdest 
sculptures I have ever seen; 
one is called “Brad Pitt’s 
Bruised Bits”.  Go figure.  I can-
not describe any of them but 
what makes it more bizarre is 
that the Arts Council of England 
paid for them.  What is strange 
for me, as a South African, is 
that none of them has been de-
faced. 

Mr. Editor, I apologise for the 
absolute waffling above but I 
am in strange surroundings (it 
is a good thing it is shorter than 
usual)  I now have to hit the 
tube across London to Craven 
Street, near Paddington Station, 
to have dinner at Bizzarro 
Ristorante, the best Italian res-
taurant outside Italy.  I am 
starved for some Parma ham, 
pork medallions with gorgonzo-
la and tiramisu.  Moreover, 
some liquid refreshments from 
Barolo. 

And now, what remains for me 
is to wish you all a Blessed 
Christmas season with your 
family and friends; and a won-
derful 2018. 

Watching God Work 

Kobus MULDER 
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story about Monday; when you 
phone him on his cell, you are 
greeted by the third verse of 
Isaiah 43: For I am the Lord 
your God - and then he answer.  
Last week, when I phoned him 
early in the morning, I said: “Is 
that Jesus speaking?”, when he 
answered.  To which he replied: 
“No, Jesus is busy in a meeting 
but it is one of His favourite 
children speaking; how can I 
help?”  I cannot remember my 
reply to that answer. 

And now I am sitting in five-star 
luxury in my London hotel, a 
stone-throw away from the 
Thames.  However, it is raining 
and the temperature is a cold 
9℃ and I am longing for the 
balmy evening weather in Alice 
where I could sit outside until 
eight.  As usual this time of the 
year I am in the UK for the an-
nual get together of internation-
al turophiles to judge and de-
cide the best cheeses in the 
world.  I have been a judge at 
the Awards since 1994 and eve-
ry year is an experience deluxe.  
Yesterday saw us working 

through 3 001 cheeses from 30 
countries, identifying 66 of the 
best in the world.  From these 
66 cheeses, 16 of us, from 16 
countries, selected a cheese 
each to champion during the 
Super Jury judging.  Each judge 
explains his/her selected 
cheese, which is then scored 
and the one with the highest 
score is crowned world champi-
on.   

This year I entered 63 South Af-
rican cheeses and, as usual, 
many of them have won Gold, 
Silver or Bronze medals.  Simul-
taneously with the cheese 
awards, the Taste of London ex-
hibition is taking place in the 
old Tobacco Dock, next to the 
Thames.  After spending today 
eating my way through food 
made by artisan producers and 
presented by well-known chefs, 
I can only describe it as a gour-
met picnic. 

And now for something com-
pletely different; the smart ho-
tel where I am staying has quite 
a history and some current pe-
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It’s been my privilege and pleas-
ure to watch Matthew growing 
up at BPC where he was born, 
baptised and confirmed, also reg-
ularly attending Sunday School 
and Youth.  With talented par-
ents, Dad (Andre), an elder at 
BPC and now preaching frequent-
ly for us, and Mom (Debbie) a 
very organised and multi skilled 
person as many will agree, Mat-
thew was well on his way to 
learning about Jesus and commit-
ting his life to Him. 
Andre says that when Matthew 
was 4 years old, he stood at the 
piano and said “Daddy, one day 
I’m going to play that piano like 
Auntie Mandy!” And so it came to 
pass… 
While at school he started piano 
lessons and being a quick learner 
and conscientious pupil very soon 
mastered these skills. He was in-
novative and creative – when he 
had to raise funds for his ex-
change trip to Germany, he and 
his exchange “brother”, Martin, 
whom the Swart family had host-
ed, put together a beautiful house 
concert where “Matthew and 
friends” entertained us with their 
musical skills, including twin 

brother Jason, and Tamsyn, his 
sister. And of course, many 
school concerts helped hone his 
confidence in playing in front of 
an audience. 
In his last year at high school, 
Matthew started playing at BPC 
services, learning the art of ac-
companying a congregation – not 
an easy skill. What introduction 
do you play? First line or last 
line? How fast? How slow? How 
many verses in this hymn? How 
many repeats in this song? Watch 
the slides, watch the worship 
leader/minister, indicate to sing-
ers when to start……the list is 
endless. You thought this was an 
easy job, did you? 
At the end of Grade 12 we were 
really happy when Matthew 
agreed to play regularly and so 
BPC has had the wonderful privi-
lege of being led by him on the 
piano for almost 7 years. What 
some of you may not know, is 
Matthew started studying medi-
cine at the University of Stellen-
bosch after matric. But this didn’t 
stop him playing, practising and 
leading worship. In fact he made 
time and was very willing to play 
more often. The gruelling study 

Matthew Swart –  
music, medicine and mega smart! 
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regime that is part of learning to 
be a doctor, didn’t hold him back. 
Instead he became more involved 
and committed to this ministry. 
Moreover, he excelled in his med-
ical studies! 
It’s been during the last 6 years 
that I got to know Matthew well 
and as a fellow pianist, we’ve 
worked together to do the best 
job we can, in serving BPC and 
Jesus in worship ministry. 
I’d like to tell you a bit more 
about Matthew, the blonde chap 
behind the piano. 
*Matthew is a very fast learner. 
You can place a piece of music in 
front of him and (mostly) he can 
play it straight away if not pretty 
soon. This is called “sight read-
ing” in musical language and it’s 
just that – play the written music 
when you see it for the first time.  
*He plays so the congregation 
can easily sing the hymn/song. 
He leads well, with energy and 
focus, and can adapt to the 
changing mood of a song, moving 
easily between the slow and 
quicker ones.  
*Matthew has always been will-
ing to learn. Hand him a difficult 
song that requires some work 
and there is always a willingness 
to help and help those playing 
along with him. He has accompa-
nied some of the solo singers 
which is a skill quite different to 

accompanying a singing congre-
gation. 
*He works in a team effortlessly, 
with grace and flexibility. What a 
pleasure to play along with him in 
a music group! Standing in for 
me or other pianists at the last 
minute was no problem for him. 
*He is reliable and responsible 
and thinks ahead. He is always on 
time, comes prepared and a per-
son one can count on for doing 
what he says he will do. 
My final thought is this – all these 
qualities I’ve just mentioned, are 
the qualities for a skilled, com-
passionate and hard working doc-
tor. Matthew, we know you’re 
going to be an excellent doctor, 
because we’ve seen and experi-
enced first hand, these qualities 
in you. We know your patients’ 
needs will come first. Thank you 
for your years of service, willing-
ness to be used and commitment 
to Jesus and His church at BPC. 
Matthew will be moving on to his 
2 year internship next year. At 
time of Bell Press going to print, 
he did not know his placement 
but we will keep you posted as to 
where he will be.  
Our prayers and thoughts go with 
you. We will miss you. 
 
 
 
Mandy Botsis 
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Ultimate Strange Views 

I am always jealous, and a bit 
guilty, when our Teaching Elder 
(you know, the one who likes 
peanut butter sandwiches at 
two in the morning) shares inci-
dents where he has been con-
siderate to total strangers who 
cross his path.  Now, I have 
started doing something to 
strangers, which makes me feel 
good.  Working in Bizana, in the 
Alice district last week with ru-
ral farmers, something caught 
my attention.  Most, if not all, of 
the locals, when they walk past 
me, would say: “Molo, kunjani”, 
and smile.  I soon learned that it 
means: “Hello, how are you?”   

However, why are they asking 
me how I am if they do not 
know me?  Monday, remember 
him from a few months ago, my 
right-hand-man with a PhD in 
agriculture, explained that 
greeting a friend or stranger in 
passing, is an important proce-

dure in Xhosa culture.  Ubuntu 
(humanity) plays a prominent 
role in their culture.  It is also 
very important not just to say 
“hello” but also to ask about the 
person’s well-being.  Monday 
taught me to answer: Ndiyaphi-
la, enkosi but the pronunciation 
did not come easily in the be-
ginning so, I would reply by say-
ing “thank you for asking”.  It 
made me feel good that I 
showed my appreciating for 
them asking about my well-
being.  I have since made it a 
habit to say it to anybody who 
asks me how I am and I still feel 
good doing it.   

It was not an easy week with 
temperatures in the high thir-
ties all while I was teaching in a 
corrugated iron shed.  Miracu-
lously, a fan, only running on 
setting one, appeared on the 
morning of the second day – for 
the “indoda endala”.  One more 
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the men could not now kill the 
men with whom they had shared 
Christmas songs and treats. The 
only solution was mass transfers 
of huge units on both sides so 
they could again be ordered to 
fight against strangers. 

While the Christmas truce is a 
short story of peace, it brings 
hope and challenge. The hope is 
that even in dire circumstances, 
peace can bloom. The challenge 
is to create moments of peace 
centred on the values of the 
Christmas season and of human-
ity and then to determine how to 
sustain those moments into 
longer stretches of time. We 
should endeavour to build up a 
momentum within our society to 

achieve a higher purpose. We 
must rise up over our challeng-
ing times and practise moments 
of peace, lending a hand, shar-
ing a laugh, hugging a friend. 
We must call on all our commu-
nities to embrace peace as a 
daily standard, not just some-
thing done during a holiday. We 
must also show gratitude for the 
spiritual power of peace. 

[Sources: 
www.travisrogerj.weebly.com; 
https://www.thindifference.com.] 
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CHRIST IS THE LIGHT OF  
CHRISTMAS 

Christmas joy and lights aglow; 

Christmas songs to warm and cheer 

Excitement is on the children’s faces 

As anticipation fills the air- 

 

But for some, it can be lonely 

When loved ones have passed away, 

Memories are all that linger 

As the years begin to fade 

 

But Christ’s light should never be 
dim; 

It should ever shine out bright 

Our ray of hope in this troubled world 

Is our joy of eternal light 

Christmas, when spent with Jesus 

Can warm our hurting hearts, 

For as His light shines within us, 

Its glow warms our deepest parts. 

By M.S. Lowndes 

 

DON’T FORGET JESUS 

Christmas is a special time 
To reflect on Jesus Christ, 

The wonder of his lowly birth 
Brings meaning to our lives 

 
There is no other reason, 

We celebrate this day, 
The birth of God’s precious son 
And the life, he willingly gave 

 
But so much seems to distract us 

In the busyness of our lives, 
 

We lose our focus in all the happen-
ings 

Not knowing, we leave out Christ 
 

We lose sight of the true meaning 
As we endlessly rush about, 

Trying to find that perfect gift, 
Seems to cloud our Saviour out 

 
We need to stop and reflect awhile, 

Remembering our precious Lord, 
His birth, His life and sacrifice 

And all that he stands for 
 

For though the world may celebrate, 
It seems, though, for many other rea-

sons, 
Let’s keep in mind that Jesus Christ 
Is the true meaning of the season. 

 
By M.S.Lowndes 

 

POEMS 
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Youth Zone 

Exams are almost over for our 
students and learners for 2017 
and holiday plans are starting to 
take shape. Christmas decora-
tions began to appear in the 
shops a month ago already, and I 
am left feeling a little breathless 
as it seems to come around more 
quickly every year. Although the 
festive lights, tinsel and intermi-
nable carols do add a little tingle 
of excitement to one’s shopping, 
much of it is a sad reminder of 
how commercialised our celebra-
tion of our Saviour’s birth has be-
come…and how we’ve descend-
ed into a seemingly bottomless 
pit of consumerism. Do children 
still make their own Christmas 
decorations and cards? Do they 
re-discover the magic of the na-
tivity story afresh every year, or 
is it lost in all the holiday hype?   
When Rod was preaching about 
Heaven a few weeks ago, our 
own angelic Tamsyn Swart was 
on the piano for the first time, 
and seeing her there brought to 
mind Tamsyn and Danielle van 
Leeuwen, both now well on their 
way through university, as partic-
ularly unearthly little angels in a 
Sunday School Nativity Play. This 

evoked a stream of precious - 
and sentimental - memories of 
my own and other children dur-
ing past Christmases...  
The end-of-year concert has al-
ways been a highlight in the lives 
of the BPC children … and a 
source of stress for parents and 
producers! You will recognise 
some images of behind-the-
scenes scenes: moms frantically 
trying to wrap oversized sheets 
round wriggly angel-bodies, tow-
els awry on the heads of small 
shepherds who are using their 
crooks for stick-fighting, weeping 
wise men searching for their gifts 
and crowns…and, on stage, poor 
Baby Jesus being dropped by his 
nervous dad. Many inventive 
donkeys have borne Mary to 
Bethlehem – one polystyrene cut-
out still sadly bides his time 
against a wall in a dark corner 
upstairs. A wonderful camel outfit 
containing two little bodies intent 
on heading in opposite directions 
provided much merriment one 
year. I remember Danielle Buch-
an portraying a particularly beau-
tiful, serene Mary, while the boys 
almost came to blows over who 
would be Joseph, and a beatific 
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DID YOU KNOW 

A Christmas story of peace 

This story occupies a special 
moment in time: the first Christ-
mas of World War 1. The sol-
diers in the trenches were al-
ready sick and weary as they 
were stuck in vermin-filled and 
water-logged trenches. The war 
had introduced a number of mili-
tary innovations like machine 
guns that could kill dozens of 
people, mustard gas that was 
sprayed across the open fields 
to blister the lungs and flesh of 
the enemy and bombs that were 
dropped from aeroplanes. There 
was simply no respite from the 
carnage. 

However, on Christmas Eve, the 
German soldiers who had re-
ceived Christmas boxes with 
gifts of small trees and candles 
placed the Christmas trees on 
top of the gun parapets and lit 
the candles. They then began to 
sing Christmas carols. Although 

the Allied soldiers didn’t under-
stand the German lyrics, they 
recognised the tunes. As the 
Germans sang Stille Nacht the 
British soldiers sang Silent Night. 
The following morning saw sol-
diers from both sides venturing 
into the No-Man’s-Land between 
the lines to share chocolates, 
cigarettes and photographs of 
sweethearts, parents or chil-
dren. They also buried each oth-
ers’ dead and sang solemn 
hymns together. All these activi-
ties led to a famous football 
match played with a real football 
and with caps laid out on the 
frozen ground to mark the goals. 
As one German soldier said, “It 
was a day of peace in war. It is 
only a pity it was not a decisive 
peace.” 

The truce lasted until New 
Year’s Day. Both the British and 
German officers ordered their 
troops to resume fighting but 
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little Carl-Phillip Lehmann fiercely 
keeping the two other wise men 
in order. Two pre-teen angels 
were once proud to be chosen to 
perform some ballet move-
ments…until they discovered 
that they were expected to dance 
on top of a very rickety little ta-
ble – they did not radiate peace 
and goodwill! 
Singing the favourite traditional 
Christmas carols is a special part 
of Christmas, whether or not the 
archaic English is understood or 
even pronounced correctly. Since 
they were tiny, my children have 
always waited with bated breath 
for Uncle Andre to launch into the 
descant of “Oh Come, All Ye 
Faithful…”!  Xandy and Kumi 
loved doing “We Three Kings” as 
a round, and marched up and 
down the old tea quad one Sun-
day morning doing an impromptu 
performance. They then took 
matters a step further and decid-
ed to walk around our neighbour-
hood singing carols one after-
noon…they returned about an 
hour later beaming smugly: they 
had reduced one old lady to tears 
and unexpectedly gathered a 
substantial amount of money!    
It became an annual tradition for 
them, and soon cousin Vinette 
was roped in to join them, and 
small Jannes and Jana were per-
suaded to tag along to add to the 

cuteness factor…it must be con-
fessed that their motives were 
purely mercenary… 
Props and costumes for the nativ-
ity plays Xandy produced at 
home were primitive but crea-
tive. The Gospel was often inter-
woven with snippets of fairy ta-
les, and an array of teddies 
joined the cast as the angel host. 
Baby brother, bullied and bribed 
into co-operating, allowed his 
precious white crocheted blankie 
to be flapped about as angel 
wings and solemnly sucked his 
dummy as he dragged his fluffy 
polar bear-sheep behind him to 
Bethlehem. Xandy morphed mi-
raculously from narrator to angel 
to Mary, and ended as Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer, gallop-
ing around the lounge trium-
phantly, cardboard antlers flap-
ping from a pink Alice band, with 
a diminutive Father Christmas, 
resplendent in a hat of red under-
pants, clinging desperately to her 
back… 
This Christmas, may we all make 
memories to be treasured, and 
may we never lose our childlike 
awe at the miracle of God’s love 
made flesh.  
 
 
Estelle Strydom 
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 FROM ALL US WORKERS IN THE OFFICE 

TO ALL YOU WORKERS OUT THERE IN THE PARISH 

WE WISH YOU A VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS 

AND A PEACEFUL, HAPPY NEW YEAR 

REST WELL, EAT WELL, TREAT THE POOR WELL 

 

 

Much love 

Kirsty Price: Grace Kitchen Ministry 

Olga Cetywayo: Grace Kitchen Ministry 

Patience Mini: Caretaker 

Pam Botha:  Pastoral Co-ordinator 

Caryl de Krielen: Secretary 
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