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LOVE IS IN THE AIR!  It is February and  

Valentine’s Day on the 14th will again  

celebrate romantic love all over the 

world.  The day became associated with 

romance sometime in the Middle Ages.  

In the 18th century, sending romantic 

cards on Valentine’s Day became very popular.  Around 

190 million cards are sent on this day, making it the  

second most popular holiday to send cards after  

Christmas.  Soon, these millions of beautifully hand-

crafted and hand-written cards will probably be replaced 

by e-mail, Facebook, SMS and twitter messages – how 

sad that will be! 

It is also no surprise that National Chocolate Lovers’ 

Month is celebrated in February, and the calendar for  

February reads as follows:  1st:  National Dark Chocolate 

Day;  14th: National Cream-Filled Chocolates Day;  19th:  

National Chocolate Mint Day and the 28th:  National  

Chocolate Soufflé Day.  Conclusion:  February is a good 

month for Celebrating LOVE and CHOCOLATE. 

The BellPress meeting took place in middle of January, 

and I hope you will like the small changes and additions  

to this month’s magazine.  Kobus is back on the team 

with his brand new “Ultimate Strange Views” and Myf 

will in future write about all sorts of interesting subjects 

under the heading “Did you Know?”  Mandy writes about 

what is claimed to be “the greatest hymn in the English  

language” and your LOVE letter for February, is the 

“Letter from the Minister”. 

REQUEST:  BellPress is for you.  We want to inform, 

spread the Word, bless you and entertain with tongue in 

cheek.  Please let me know if we are succeeding.   

Comment, contribute, complain or just compliment our 

efforts.   

May we all experience love in February so amazing, so  

divine, that it will demand our souls, our lives, our all.  Ed. 
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Dear friends 

 

Love.  A powerful four letter word.  

Probably the most powerful in all 

the world.  You may recall one of 

Nelson Mandela's quotes "no child 

is born with the knowledge to hate;  

they have to learn it".  I may not 

have the words exactly correct but 

close enough to make the point. 

 

When I was a Chaplain in the Army I 

attended the wedding of the  

secretary in our office and had a 

strong reaction to the minister's 

sermon that the couple were 

"commanded to love".  I battled all 

year long in the Army with the  

milieu/ethics/world of "commands" 

for everything.  The simple idea  

behind all the commands, was that 

the commands were there to get 

you to do, automatically, what was 

best for all and would save lives.  

You did not have to think:  just 

obey and all would be best for all. 

 

Somewhere during that wedding  

service the penny dropped for me.  

"A new commandment I give to 

you, LOVE one another" was the 

Lord Jesus telling us what armies 

the world over tell us:  “do this and 

all will be good for all”. 

 

Pretty simple in the end.  You are 

asked not to think/debate/decide 

there is another option that is  

better:  just love! 

 

What then blows the mind and  

energises the will is that Jesus has 

given us His Holy Spirit who makes 

us willing and able to fulfil His  

command.  So, we know what to 

do and we know we can do it. 

 

Go, do it.  LOVE. 

 

God bless you 

Love 

 

 

Letter from the 
            Minister 
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In the Family 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              

FOR INSERTION IN THE FEBRUARY  

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2016 Ed 
! ! 

 

Thank you 

There are no words to say what BPC 

means to me, except to say it makes my 

life a brighter place to be.  Thank you for 

all your love, caring and kindness during 

the year.  Love  Yvonne 

 

Congratulations to  

Danielle van Leeuwen from DF Malan 

High School, who passed matric with a  

distinction in Mathematical Literacy. She 

has been accepted to study a B.Ed. at  

Stellenbosch University. 

Goodbye 
It is with sadness, but our very best wishes 

for a future filled with new and exiting chal-

lenges, that we say goodbye to Tony, Helena, 

Tanner and Tyler Robinson.  We will miss you 

all dearly.  May God bless you in Stellenbosch 

and make sure that your ‘new’ family loves 

you as much as your BPC family does. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8ptRD7hTyzkA1M2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNGNmNjc1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM4ZjI3NjM0YzhiMTk3ZTMwNzg4NjI0NGI1MzFjMmFkOQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Df
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Birthday Greetings:  

February 

Happy Birthday 
If your name has been omitted or the date is wrong, please  

let Caryl know so that our records may be corrected 

1 Helena Robinson 

 

2 Marietjie Mostert 

 Tanya Swaak 

  

3 Julian de Villiers 

 Ignatius Fowang 

 Cindy Lumsden 

 Buhle Makhambi 

 Lihle Makhambi 

 

4 Paul Botha 

 Bronwyn Ford 

 Emmanuel Rulinda 

  

5   Doreen Nchang 

 

6 Tony Olivari 

 Elliana Stöckigt 

 Sue-Anne Vercuiel 

  

7 Daniel Delport 

 Talitha du Plessis 

 Ellen Oosthuizen 

 Stephanie Barwise 

 

8 Megan van Niekerk 

 

9 Dean Emery 

 

10 Marina Bothma  

 Shirley Kruger 

 Linda Stanford 

 Bernelie Barwise 

 

11 Denise Swaak 

 

12  Shelley de Lange 

 Andria Gush 

 Jessie Kanyerere 

 Glynn Niemand 

 

13  Nelia Forbes 

 Fiona Opperman 

 Mika Stassen 

 Derrick Vercuiel 

  

14  Louis Coetzee 

  Robert van de Linde 

 Christina Wiese 

 

15 Pam Botha 

  

16 Chris Calitz 

 Willem Lubbe 

 Jamie Stanford 

 Andrew van Aarde 

 

17  Christiaan  

 Badenhorst 

  Mariska Fourie 

  Christo Lombard 

  Ben van der    

   Westhuizen 

18 Allen Cornish 

 Antonio Filippi 

 Tewah Fonjah 

 

19 Jennifer Castelyn 

 Tobie du Plessis 

 Dawn Mark 

  

20  Hilda Ballantyne 

 Hilda Dreyer 

 

23 Warren Petzer 

 Fred Simons 

  

24 André Pienaar 

 Dewalt Swanepoel 

  

25 Lyle Lintnaar 

 Alison Meyer 

   

26 Maarten Stöckigt

(Snr) 

  

27   Atholeen Donovan 

 Loghan Stander 

  

28 Tony James 

 Ryan van Aarde 
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Church Diary 

Special events in FEBRUARY 

2 & 16 February 

19:00:  Session  

 

3 February 

09:30:   WFA Communion 

 

8, 15, 22 & 29 February 

19:00:   4M Course 

 

9 February 

19:00:   Presbytery 

     Percherons 

 

10 February 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

23 February 

Men’s Fellowship 

 

28 February 

Communion 

 

 

 

FORWARD  PLANNING  

Major services for 2016 

 

LENT starts on ASH Wed 10 

Feb, with the period of Lent 

from 10 Feb and Sundays 14, 

21, 28 Feb and 6 and 13 March 

 

Palm Sunday : 20th March 

Maundy Thursday: 24th March 

Good Friday  : 25th March 

Easter Sunday : 27th March 

Ascension Day : 5th May 

Pentecost : 15th May 

Trinity Sunday : 22nd May 

All Saints Day : 30th October 

Advent  :  27th Nov  
  – 18th Dec 
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Dear BPC 

 

MY BPC FAMILY 

One of the things that has struck me in 

the past few months has been the way in 

which we, in the 21st Century, have an 

“easy come-easy go” attitude to things. I 

discovered this by way of contrast. Some 

self-examination made me realize that 

when I say that things don’t mean much 

to me and that I am not materialistic it’s 

not quite true. Much of the reason that I 

don’t feel too attached to “things” is  

because, firstly: I have insurance, and  

secondly: if I lost something, I could  

probably replace it in at least in a month 

or two.  The thing is: it’s not that way 

with people. I am going to miss my BPC 

family! 

One of the things I will always appreciate 

is your patience and generosity in allow-

ing me to study and encouraging me to 

finish. I finished my Master’s thesis in No-

vember, and in the introductory  

pages there is a place to write a tribute. I 

got to thinking about my Dad who never  

finished school, like many people of his 

generation. But then he went back to 

school through correspondence and not 

only finished his matric, but graduated 

with a BCom from UNISA. He did all this 

while he was married, working, and he 

and Mom had a little girl and a little boy 

named Jenny and Tony. 

 

MY MASTER’S DEGREE 

It’s taken me nearly four years to  

complete a two year degree which  

Patrick took about 10 months to  

complete!! And you should have heard 

me complain. So here’s what it was all 

about. 

In 2012 I came across an obscure text in 

the book of Deuteronomy which  

intrigued me because it seemed right out 

of place. In ancient Palestine, it would 

have been normal for a king to be the  

sovereign of a land, ruling over every  

area of life. The law court would have 

been his jurisdiction and he would have 

been patron of any religion, often set up 

as a god or his representative. This meant 

that any case of law which appeared too 

difficult to solve would have been  

referred to the king. This is why we have 

the Solomon story where he kindly offers 

Letter from  
  Tony Robinson 
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to cut a child in two to satisfy the claims 

of both claimants to motherhood. 

In Deuteronomy 21:1-9, however, the  

rather difficult case of an unsolved  

murder is dealt with by local judges and 

overseen by priests. 

Deuteronomy 21:  1If a man is found 

slain, lying in a field in the land the 

Lord your God is giving you to  

possess, and it is not known who 

killed him, 2 your  elders and judges 

shall go out and measure the distance 

from the body to the neighbouring 

towns. 3 Then the elders of the town 

nearest the body shall take a heifer 

that has never been worked and has 

never worn a yoke 4 and lead her 

down to a valley that has not been 

ploughed or planted and where there 

is a  flowing stream. There in the  

valley they are to break the heifer’s 

neck. 5 The priests, the sons of Levi, 

shall step forward, for the Lord your 

God has chosen them to minister and 

to pronounce blessings in the name 

of the Lord and to decide all cases of 

dispute and assault. 6 Then all the el-

ders of the town nearest the body 

shall wash their hands over the heifer 

whose neck was  broken in the valley, 
7 and they shall declare: “Our hands 

did not shed this blood, nor did our 

eyes see it done. 8 Accept this  

atonement for your people Israel, 

whom you have redeemed, O Lord, 

and do not hold your people guilty of 

the blood of an innocent man.” And 

the bloodshed will be atoned for.  
9 So you will purge from yourselves 

the guilt of shedding innocent blood, 

since you have done what is right in 

the eyes of the Lord.” 

In ancient times, three methods might 

have been used to solve difficult crimes 

where there is a suspect. Firstly, there 

was the Oracle, where some type of 

mechanism, often of chance, was used  

to declare guilt or innocence;  for  

instance, something resembling modern 

dice. The Ummim and Thummim of  

Exodus 28:30 are an example of this, 

where God controls the outcome and 

speaks through them.  Secondly, there is 

the Ordeal, where the accused is, for  

instance, thrown into a river, and, if he 

drowns, was clearly guilty. No example 

of this  appears in the Bible as far as I 

know. Finally, there was the Oath, where 

the accused was expected to swear an 

oath of innocence using the name of the 

god. In verse 7 here, we have something 

resembling that oath. 

But the big problem in this text is the 

shedding of innocent blood and that 

whole community is held responsible. 

This is shown in the law of the treatment 

of murderers in Deuteronomy 19: 
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“13 Show him no pity. You must purge 

from Israel the guilt of shedding  

innocent blood, so that it may go well 

with you.” 

In this law in Deut 19, the whole  

community is held responsible, and the 

local inhabitants are called to perform a 

ritual. But again, the ritual is in  

Deuteronomy, which says in chapter 12:4  

“4 You must not worship the Lord 

your God in their way. 5 But you are 

to seek the place the Lord your God 

will choose from among all your 

tribes to put his Name there for his 

dwelling. To that place you must go.” 

So why is there a sacrifice in the field and 

not in the Temple? 

What my Master’s thesis proposes is that 

the ritual is similar to what is called the 

“Red Cow” ritual in Numbers 19:1-22, 

where lay people slay the animal with 

priests presiding, outside the city gates. 

The ritual here does not require priests to 

slaughter or the Temple to be the place, 

because it is an offering type which can 

be performed in the field. It is an offering 

which seeks to set right some offence 

and not actually to deal with guilt, be-

cause the offerers are not actually guilty. 

This is why a sacrifice can occur in  

Deuteronomy, in an open field and  

performed by lay people. As for the 

king’s lack of involvement, look at  

Deuteronomy 17:14-20. The king in  

Deuteronomy is stripped of sovereignty. 

The Sovereign King is God and the human 

king is merely the vessel of God’s rule. 

This amazing piece of public theatre is 

aimed not at actually removing guilt, but 

at restoring a relationship between God 

and His people. It is aimed at forming the 

ethical attitudes of a people, by making 

them witness to the brutal killing of an  

innocent, doe-eyed calf, and ensuring 

that youngest to oldest is aware of the 

horror of the shedding of innocent blood. 

 

THANK YOU BPC 

Thank you all for the privilege of  

completing my Masters.  Now you know 

what it was about!! 

Please come and visit us in Stellies.   

My prayer for you is that you would love 

Jesus with all your heart, worship God 

and serve and tell others in the power of 

the Holy Spirit. May the grace of the Lord 

Jesus, the love of God the Father and the 

Friendship and unity of the Holy Spirit be 

with you.  

Love 
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Thank You to BPC from PEF 

 

 

 

 

EXTRACT FROM PRESBYTERIAN  
EDUCATIONAL FUND LETTER 

dated 14 December 2015 

 

Dear Rod and Tony 

Once again I have the privilege of writing on 

behalf of the Trustees of the PEF to thank 

congregations for their support of the  

bursary fund and, particularly, to thank your 

congregation.  On behalf of the trustees, I 

greet you in the Name of our Lord and  

Saviour, Jesus, and ask you to pass on these 

greetings and thanks to the Session and 

congregation of BELLVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH.  All donations, whether “great or 

small”, whether from long-time supporters 

of the PEF, a congregation donating after 

quite some time or one that has not  

contributed before, are cause for thanks-

giving.  All gifts tell us that the PEF is not  

forgotten and that you care for those who 

need financial assistance towards their  

education.  Your gift of R2 995.00 was  

received in October, 2015.  Thank you so 

much; it is truly appreciated. 

With regard to income for 2015, we just 

edged past the figure of R269 607.21 which 

was raised during our “R40 for 40 years” 

campaign in 2012!  This was a milestone 

achievement and gives us confidence going 

forward that the PEF has the denomina-

tion’s support.  Gifts like yours have in no 

small measure helped make this happen!  

Thank you so much! 

By the close of the financial year on 30 June 

2015, 74 awards had been made, totaling 

R417 302.51, an increase of R31 950.00 over 

the previous year.  We assisted five fewer  

recipients in this time, and we would like to 

remedy this in the year ahead.  We were, 

however, able to give slightly larger awards, 

taking us closer to our goal of making 

awards that are meaningful. 

We have received close to 200 applications 

for assistance in 2016, approximately 60% of 

which are for college/university study and 

which therefore carry generally much  

higher costs than school fees. 

Once again, many thanks for remembering 

the PEF and making it possible for the Fund 

to contribute towards the education of our 

young people.  The Trustees, the PEF  

bursary recipients and I thank you and wish 

you all blessings for a joy-filled Christmas 

and a prosperous and Spirit-filled 2016. 

Kind regards on behalf of the Trustees of 

the PEF. 

Elizabeth White (Ms) 

PEF Administrator 
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Let’s Journey Together 
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Young People’s Zone 

Indonesia 2015 –  

My journey through Java and Bali 
 

When a friend of mine suggested that we travel to 

South‐East Asia for our elective period, I was  

excited (an elective is a 4‐week medical rotation in 

which we are allowed to practice any specialty in 

any hospital in the world) ... but excited in the same 

way as when someone suggests that we should one 

day just quit working and travel and stay on an  

island paradise forever. It’s a pipe dream, nice to 

think about, but really just that, a dream. So when 

we started looking for plane tickets, organizing our 

visas and finally receiving our external examiners 

from the University of Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, I 

was overwhelmed with excitement and anticipation. 

Not only would I be working in the Anesthetics  

Department, the specialty that I had up until then 

been most passionate about, but I would be doing 

so in a foreign country, with a foreign language and 

a foreign culture. This would give me the opportuni-

ty not only to learn a bit more about and gain  

experience in Anesthetics, but also to engage with 

and learn more about the culture of another  

country and its people, as well as the way that the 

health care system works and differs from that of 

South Africa and the Western Cape. And I was not 

disappointed. 

 

Fast forward to the 18 th of December and I had 

just arrived at Yogyakarta International Airport. 

From the moment I got off the plane I realized that 

this would be quite an adjustment. Not only was it 

40 degrees C, but the humidity hit me like a wall of 

tangible heat and sweat. This is how I would be 

spending my 6 weeks ‐ drenched in sweat and  

baking in the hot eastern sun.  

 

We took a bus (for R3.60) right across town to the 

little hostel where we had booked to stay for the 

next 4 weeks. We found Retra’s Hostel in a small 

backstreet alley and immediately fell in love with the 

place. There were about 10 rooms on 2 storeys 

that looked out onto a courtyard with a bamboo 

terrace and lapa, a tranquil garden and outside open 

kitchen, which would become our new, peaceful 

home in the middle of busy Yogyakarta. Three young 

guys ran the hostel by themselves, and just after 

we had arrived they took us on a motorcycle tour of 

the whole city, which was incredible. What really 

surprised me about Yogyakarta was the number of 

motorcycles on the road. There were literally more 

bikes than cars everywhere you looked. Everyone 

there rode on bikes, from twelve or thirteen‐year‐

old boys on the way to school, to seventy or eighty‐

year‐old husbands and their wives on the way to do 

some shopping. And what really surprised me was 

how effectively their traffic ran because of this; not 

only did they spend less time on the road to get 

from A to B, but they used a lot less fuel to do so.  

 

Apart from medicine and music, my next greatest 

passion has to lie with or close to food. I love  

Youth News Corner 
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eating, I love making great food and I love, above 

all else, trying out new food types. And the  

Javanese cuisine in Yogyakarta did not disap-

point. Now it is important to understand that 

the Indonesian people eat everything with rice. 

And I mean EVERYTHING. I had rice for breakfast 

and for lunch and for dinner on most days. When 

you order meat from a restaurant your options 

are rice and maybe some vegetables, if you are 

lucky. When you order KFC you get the chicken 

with rice. What I also found is that the Indonesi-

ans love to deep‐fry everything: from bananas to 

all their meats to, you guessed it, rice.  

 

A typical traditional meal would be something like 

Nasi Goreng Ayam/Udang/Telur (which literally 

translates to Rice which is fried with Chicken or 

Shrimp or Egg), so we ate a lot of fried rice and 

fresh fish while there, which was always served 

with hot chili (called sambal) and freshly made 

lemon tea. 

 

For the first four weeks I worked in the hospi-

tal’s anesthetics department, which I found very 

interesting because this was the first time that I 

could do any practical in my anesthetics. (We 

start with anesthetics practicals only in our 5th 

year at Tygerberg.) And thereafter came the 

travelling that I had been waiting for … Bali for 

2 weeks. 

 

We flew to Bali on a quick 1‐hour flight and im-

mediately set out to do some exploring of the 

relatively small island. The first stop was  

Uluwatu, famous for its beach parties, amazing 

surfing spots and beautiful cliffs that fall into the 

ocean. This was right in the south of Bali, and I 

stayed here for 3 nights, renting a motorcycling 

during the daytime to explore the peninsula and 

at night chilling on the warm beaches listening to 

live bands and the ocean synchronizing their 

songs. 

 

After Uluwatu I was off to Ubud, known as the 

cultural hub of Bali. I immediately fell so much in 

love with the small town and hostel that I  

decided to stay there for the rest of my visit, 

which turned out to be almost 10 days. And 

here is where I felt the most relaxed that I have 

ever been. I would start most of my days off with 

breakfast and a Yoga session, which was included 

at the hostel (where I discovered that I was a lot 

stiffer than I thought). During the days I would 

rent a motorcycle and explore the rest of Bali 

(Udub is right in the centre of Bali and you can 

reach almost every coast in every direction in 

less than 2 hours). These explorations took me 

to some of the most stunning Hindu temples 

that I have seen, as well as the most incredible 

lookout over Lake Batur and the adjacent  

volcano. I also had regular massages and walks 

through the famous Tegalalang rice fields,  

reaching a level of relaxation I did not know was 

possible. I almost didn’t return to South Africa. 

 

But alas, my time was done in Indonesia: my visa 

expired, my time was up and my bank account 

was depleted.   

 

This was one of the most incredible experiences 

of my life, not just to travel and to learn about a 

new culture and a new people, but also to learn 

about, and to explore, myself, my thoughts, my 

desires and, ultimately, what makes me happy. 

Such an amazing learning experience I would not 

trade for the world. And who knows, I might just 

end up working there in a few years’ time. 

Matthew Swart 
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Walk With Me 
 

Walk with me, the path of life, 

to explore every bend of the road 

Enjoy with me the beauty of life, 

along its wonderful way 

 

Find comfort with me, in each other's arms, 

when grief crosses our path 

Find strength with me, in each other's strength, 

when despair lies in wait 

 

Laugh with me, a single true laugh, 

to enlighten another's distress 

Cry with me, a single true tear, 

to understand true happiness 

 

Cherish with me, the wonders of life, 

as they need to be preserved 

Rejoice with me, in the mysteries, 

of what is yet to be 

 

Find peace with me, in each other's souls, 

when the world has gone insane 

Find love with me, in each other's hearts, 

until this life has been fulfilled 

 

And when the path comes to an end 

I hope we can say from within 

We've known the beauty of true love, 

our love came from within  

by Munda         [Source: netpoets.com] 

Prayers & Poems  
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Profiles of New Members 

Team BellPress thought it a good idea to  

introduce new members to you as they  

become part of the BPC family.  The following 

members joined us towards the end of 2015: 

 

Dirk and Louise Gevers come to us from Durban. 

Dirk is a minister in our denomination, the Uniting 

Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa, having 

ministered for a long time in our Durban Presby-

tery. Dirk also comes with experience of serving 

on a number of National Committees of the  

denomination helping us understand doctrine 

(what we believe) and liturgy (how we worship). 

Dirk is now the General Secretary of the Bible  

Society of Southern Africa (the first time ever that 

a non DRC minister holds the position). Louise is 

an accomplished French teacher having taught for 

many years at Durban Girls College. They have 

three adult children living in Durban. 

 

It‟s a great joy that Hugo and Elzaan Coetzee are 

back with us!  Elzaan is mom to Andre and Helen, 

a violin teacher and a musician of note (excuse 

the pun) and we are so blessed that she plays 

both piano and violin for us at BPC, well not at the 

same time of course! Hugo has his own  

marketing company and also has a strong singing 

voice which you‟ll be hearing more of in the  

future.  Welcome back to this lovely family! 

 

Eric Simpeh was baptised in the Presbyterian 

Church of Ghana at the age of three.  He has been 

in RSA since 2009 firstly as a student but now a  

lecturer in Quantity Surveying at CPUT.  Eric has a 

family in Ghana whom he sees about once a year. 

 

Tom Parkin has a Roman Catholic background 

but has also worshipped in the Baptist Church.  

He describes himself as having been a bit of a  

spiritual nomad in the past but now has found a 

spiritual home at BPC.  Tom, married to Cheri, 

was a mechanical engineer with the Railways  

before he recently retired. He loves gospel music 

and has been involved with some gospel music 

groups.  We‟re pleased that we can enjoy his 

bass guitar playing skills at BPC. Recently he 

joined Jill van Eyssen‟s home group. 

 

Jaimee Snyders, who recently married Timothy 

Snyders, comes to us from Durbanville  

Presbyterian Church where her father, Peter 

Langerman, is the minister.  Jaimee has a degree 

in Political Social Science and is currently  

working for an American company as a research 

assistant. Jaimee has lots of experience and skills 

in working with young people. 

 

It may be of interest to note what these new  

members answered when asked what we at BPC 

could do better. 

 

 Singing needs attention. 

 We need more cross-cultural music. 

 Why not ask younger people to work the 

sound desk - especially at evening services? 

 Why no tea after services?  It would be an  

opportunity for members to meet and  

friendships to develop. 

 

Food for thought and action, BPC! 

 

[Info supplied by Mandy Botsis and John Fourie] 
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Update on missionaries 

closely associated  

with BPC 

 

Well done BPC!  

 

Due to your generosity BPC was 

able to bless each of the following 

missionaries with a love gift of 

R1 667.00 over the 2015 Christmas 

period.  

 

They were so happy and one and all 

thank BPC for their continued inter-

est and support. Likewise, they as-

sure us of their ongoing prayers for 

BPC. 

 

 

Andre and Peggy Kritzinger 

(Operation Mobilisation) 

 

The team leader of OM in Cape Town 

has stressed how Andre and Peggy 

have successfully guided and  

facilitated people interested in OM 

and missions. These faithful friends 

are very involved in the OM Go  

Challenge and spend a lot of time 

with the team preparing them for 

mission. They also host the short  

termers at their home. In 2015 they 

enjoyed ministry among the children 

of Philadelphia.  

 

Please pray for: 

 

 More financial support as Andre 

has to combine ministry with be-

ing a “tentmaker” to provide for 

them financially; 

 Improved time management for 

Peggy who runs the home in 

which they live as a guest house, 

the proceeds of which goes to the 

owner, also full-time in the mis-

sion field. This makes planning 

difficult as the work at the guest 

house is demanding and unpre-

dictable. 

 

 

Mark Liprini (Mission Aviation 

Fellowship) 

 

Contrary to what seemed to be in 

the pipeline and subsequent to his 

huge contribution to the Nepal relief 

effort, Mark has been asked to be-

come part of the MAF Disaster Re-

sponse team and is actively flying 

again. 

Spread the Word 
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During 2016 Mark will be involved in 

two 6 week stints flying on active 

MAF programmes, and in between 

times will continue his role with MAF 

RSA in the PR department ... unless 

there is an emergency or disaster 

where he is used. 

 

Lorraine will be working at the 

Edenvale Baptist Church and looks 

forward to new challenges in 2016. 

 

Please pray for: 

 

 Mark and Lorraine as they adjust 

to a new schedule; 

 Their children David and his wife 

Marehette in their ministry and 

work roles in Stellenbosch and 

Ruth as she starts with her Ph.D. 

 

 

Marlene (Africa Inland Mission – 

North Africa) 

 

Marlene is in a time of transition 

and will probably be relocating to 

AIM Cape Town. 

 

Please pray for: 

 

 A smooth transition process 

 Clear guidance from the Lord  

regarding her future ministry 

 Continued blessing on the  

business that she helped  

establish in North Africa and lots 

of opportunities to share the 

Good News. 

 

Share Jesus Without Fear:  

Refresher Course 
 

One session only on Sunday 21 

February 2016 from 11:00 – 12:30 

in the Upper Room at BPC. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity for 

those who have done the course to 

refresh / practise their skills. 

 

Please confirm with Katie  

Schoeman on 0721275718 

 

********************************* 

Invitation to join Katie  

Schoeman’s Home Group 

 

Starting: Wednesday 3 February  

 at 19:30 

 

Venue: Upper Room at BPC 

 

NB: Please call/SMS Katie on 

0721275718 to indicate if 

you would like to join the 

Home Group 

 

Katie & 
Deirdré 
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Ultimate Strange Views  

I am busy planning my 70th birthday party; yes I 

know it‟s only in July but successful events take 

time to plan.  Here‟s what I already know: it‟s  

going to be a proper sit-down dinner, five courses, 

none of that standing, faffing around with warm 

wine and wilting canapes.  I am far too old for 

that.  One long table; I don‟t have enough friends 

to fill a number of ten-seater round tables,  

splendidly laid with the 1970-bought  Villeroy & 

Boch crockery and cutlery.  I like the simplicity 

and clean lines of their tableware.  The Riedel 

glasses will be used for the first time since I 

turned fifty and hope nobody breaks one.  The 

menu is a work in progress.  Diet fads or two 

meats with roast potatoes and frozen veggies will 

not feature.  All I know at the moment is that there 

will be a large variety of flavours and textures – 

and baby greens from my own garden.  And yes, 

the fifth course will be cheese.  Three of them.  

Rabiola and Gorgonzola from Italy and Abondance 

from the Haute Savoie department of France.   

These I plan to smuggle in when I return from my 

June trip.  Selecting the liquid refreshments is an 

ongoing hedonistic project on which I am working 

about two hours per day – usually during lunch 

and supper.  It‟s a tough task as there are many 

options and the correct decisions should be made.   

 

Not quite sure how I am going to manage the  

conversations as it is challenge to get a crowd of 

mainly seniors to talk about happy things without 

repetition or deviation.  Topics such as good 

friends, weekends that feel longer than two days 

and music which makes one feel better, will be  

encouraged.  I suppose I will have to allow a  

limited amount of bragging about grandchildren.  I 

know health is always a popular topic but I don‟t 

want us to talk about health on my birthday,  

except to thank the Lord for what we still have.  

So, I am afraid I will have to cut short those who 

want to talk about their recent medical procedures 

or even worse, explain the gory detail.  This sort 

of waffling is not proper at a grand meal.  In any 

case, there will be younger people as well.  Some 

20 years ago I made a decision not to discuss my 

health with people younger than me. Younger  

people don't want to know old people‟s aches and 

pains – they think: “Well, what does he expect, at 

his age?”    

 

Mind you, if somebody had an exceptional holiday 

recently, he or she will be allowed to mention  

certain food or concert highlights but no photos 

on mobile phones will be shown around.  I am not 

big into other people‟s holidays and the photos 

they took.  Years ago a friend invited me for  

supper and proceeded to show about 350 photos 

he took of animals in the Kruger National Park.  

And what‟s more, they were of only four different 

species – how many times can one look at a  

photo of an elephant walking across a road?  As a 

matter of fact, I am not mad about holidays at all.  
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Never got into the habit because as children we 

never had family holidays; the annual Sunday 

school picnic at Strandfontein was the nearest I 

came to a holiday.  No, not Strandfontein next to 

the Kaapse Vlakte; the one along the West Coast 

where the crayfish held out their claws when we 

dived for them under the rocks.  They literally 

begged us to take them out due to the over-

crowding situation they lived in.  I should not have 

said that – it‟s too far in the past. 

 

I know there are a lot of sad and bad things 

around us which deserve our prayers and attention 

but my 70th will be an international day of  

happiness.  I really think that almost everything 

has improved for the better in my lifetime; despite 

all the terrorism, social inequalities, the number of 

finance ministers we have in one week or the fact 

that all the good Springboks are playing for  

overseas clubs.  One piece of advice on rugby; 

watch French and Japanese rugby to see good 

rugby. 

 

We baby boomers have really had a good time.  

For me it star ted with The Beatles who gave us 

decent music to help us through that awful period 

of pimples, bad hair and broken hearts.  And then 

came Woodstock which taught us what a  

wonderful thing friendship could be; friendship 

cultivated without the help of a certain plant often 

grown in mountainous areas.  I did not attend that 

muddy festival but am not surprised that many 

good and bad things came from it; it took place on 

a dairy farm.   

 

Thanks to medical research during the last fifty 

years, our life expectancy is now much longer 

than before.  When I took out my first R4.00-a-

month life policy I was told that life expectancy, for 

males like me, is 55-60 years.  Today I am told by 

“those in the know” that it is 77 years.  Getting 

more years here on earth from our Heavenly  

Father is fantastic and for those of us who see  

these extra years as a challenge, I want to refer to 

Matthew 6:34.  But don‟t just read that one verse, 

read it from verse 25 to 34. 

 

I have a few worries so close to 70, and one is the 

fact that I am not on top of social media.  Basically 

I don‟t want to be part of it but it worries me that I 

could be missing something.  The little bit of it 

which I have been exposed to makes me think that 

most of it is useless information but then, the mil-

lions, of mainly young people, who are active on 

it, cannot be wrong.  It‟s not that I envy the young; 

I have been young, but the young have not been 

old.  So, logic tells me that we oldies are the  

winners. 

 

Even Confucius knew it when he said: 

“Old age, believe me, is a good thing. 

It is true you are gently shouldered off the stage. 

But then, you are given such a comfortable seat  

in the front row;  as a spectator.” 

 

My main worry, as I am getting older, is that I 

should always be aware and grateful to God for 

the peace of mind and simple abundance I receive 

from Him.  

 

Watching God work 

Kobus MULDER 
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Did You Know? 

The Castle of Good Hope 

This year, the Castle of 

Good Hope, also known 

as Cape Town Castle, 

commemorates 400 

years since building  

started on it. It was built 

in the 17th century on the 

coastline of Table Bay, 

but as a result of land 

reclamation, it is now  

situated inland. It is a  

historical monument and 

a provincial heritage site. 

The Castle was not built by Jan van Riebeeck. A 

four-pointed clay and timber fort was the first  

building to be erected in his time, and it was his 

suggestion that this be replaced by a more  

permanent structure that could withstand the  

elements and possible attacks. However, the  

Castle has never come under attack as the two 

battles fought against the British were fought at 

Muizenberg (1795) and Blaauwberg (1896). 

Building began on 2 January 1666 and was  

completed in 1679 as work was frequently  

interrupted because the Dutch East India Company 

was reluctant to spend money on the project.  

Materials used to build the Castle were local, and 

included rock cut from the granite outcrop on  

Signal Hill, and blue slate and shells transported 

from Robben Island. 

The five bastions were named after the main titles 

of William III of Orange-Nassau: Leerdam to the 

west, with Buuren, Katzenellenbogen, Nassau and 

Orange clockwise from it. A bell tower, situated 

over the main entrance was built in 1684 and  

houses the oldest bell in South Africa. It was used 

to announce the time, as well as warning citizens in 

case of danger as it could be heard ten kilometers 

away. It was also used to summon residents and 

soldiers when important announcements needed to 

be made. 

The fortress housed a church, bakery, various 

workshops, living quarters and cells, among other 

facilities. 

During the Second Boer War, part of the castle was 

used as a prison where Fritz Joubert Duquesne, 

later known as the man who killed Kitchener and 

the leader of the Duquesne Spy Ring, was one of 

its more well-known residents. The walls of the 

castle were extremely thick, but night after night, 

Duquesne dug away the cement around the stones 

with an iron spoon. He nearly escaped one night, 

but a large stone slipped and pinned him in his  

tunnel. The next morning, a guard found him  

unconscious but alive.  

Today, the castle houses the Castle Military  

Museum and the William Fehr collection of  

paintings and antique furniture.  It is used for  

ceremonial facilities for traditional 

Cape Regiments and is the home of 

the Cape Town Highlanders Regiment. 

           Myf Steynberg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Kitchener,_1st_Earl_Kitchener
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duquesne_Spy_Ring
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Story Behind our Songs 

Our theme being “love” in this edition of 

BellPress, one of the greatest hymns of all 

time, must be Isaac Watts’ “When I survey 

the wondrous cross”. 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were a present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
“This classic hymn of Isaac Watts has  

often been called the greatest hymn in the 

English language. Another contemporary 

of Isaac Watts said of it, “There may be a 

few others equally great, but there is none 

greater.” All one needs to do to realize the 

truth of this statement is to sing this  

majestic hymn. Isaac Watts based this 

hymn on the Scriptural reference of 

Galatians 6:14. “But God forbid that I 

should glory, save in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by whom the world is  

crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 

The original title was “Crucifixion to the 

World by the Cross of Christ.” Later the  

title was changed to “When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross.” 

Watt’s lifelong ambition, according to his 

own words, was to be a servant to  

churches and a helper of Christians. Dr. 

Watts won and held the hearts of a large 

share of the English speaking world over a 

long period of years, despite the fact that 

as a child he was never strong, and  

despite the fact also that he was forced to 

resign a pastorate because of poor health. 

For the latter thirty years of his life, he was 

more or less an invalid, but devoted  

himself in comfortable and happy  

surroundings to the writing of many of the 

beautiful hymns, still popular today. It was 

an age of great hymn writers. Watts was a 

contemporary of Doddridge, the Wesleys, 

Newton and Cowper. 

 

The majestic phrases of this deeply sol-

emn hymn are as moving today as when 

Watts penned them in 1707. The hymn has 

been set to more than one tune, but per-

haps the most popular is that of Edward 

Miller, who wrote his music in 1790, some 

forty-two years after Watts’ death.” 
[Source:  From Plymouth Brethren.org] 

 

          Mandy Botsis 

The hymn that has often been called  
“the greatest hymn in the English language” 

javascript:%7b%7d
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From the Pastoral Desk 

Christmas has been and gone and we are already 

a twelfth of the way through 2016. This is a  

rather scary thought. Our wonderful team of  

Pastoral Workers are already hard at work,  

determined as ever to show you Christ‟s love and 

care in action.  

 

The team includes the following:  

Denise Asch and Heinrich Asch, Pam Botha, Olga 

Bloomfield, Vickie Bruwer, Caroline Fourie, Jenni 

Langston, Felicity Murray, Alison Meyer, John 

Skinner, Gerry Snyders, Pat Strydom, Erna Voges 

and Karen Watermeyer. 

 

Each worker cares for about 30 families. You 

should receive at least four contacts a year from 

your pastoral worker. They will check your  

contact details, wish you for special occasions, 

and generally care for your wellbeing. This is 

BPC‟s way of saying we love you and you are not 

just a person sitting in a pew on Sundays. 

 

We bless a number of our members over  

Christmas. We delivered 16 hampers this year, 

thanks to your generous donations. Fifteen were 

delivered to members at BPC and one to a family 

of non-member‟s who lost their Mom five years 

ago and their Dad this last year leaving them in 

the care of the eldest brother in his twenties. The 

pastoral team also delivered 41 „Goodie Bags‟ to 

some of our over 70s and all our over 80s. In  

addition we provided Christmas presents for  

disadvantaged children at two Christmas parties. 

Thank you to all who contributed to these  

projects. 

 

We have a good working relationship with MES, 

the organisation next door who provide services 

to the homeless in our area. When people come 

to our door for help they are referred to MES for  

a full assessment by one of their Social Workers 

who will then contact us for help when needed. 

This may take the form of money for transport, 

funds for temporary IDs, help with catering for 

funerals, or food parcels. Thank you to all who 

continue to support our pantry. This is an  

invaluable service not only to the needy in our 

community but also to some of our own  

members in need. 

 

Donations of all sorts from you continue to bless 

many NGOs Some of these include MES, WOW, 

Bless-A-Baby, Tygerberg and Karl Bremer  

Paediatric units, Shiloh Relief and Hospice  

Maitland. We have a new NGO which we have 

also supported. This is the Thandolwethu  

Orphanage in Khayelitsha. One of our elders and 

members have been involved in hands on work at 

the organisation.  

 

May God bless you all abundantly and may you 

all have a peaceful and joyful 2016. 

 

            Pam Botha 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR OUR  

HOMELESS FRIENDS 

Feedback from Pam Botha 

BPC would like to say a BIG “Thank You” to all 

who were involved in the dinner for the homeless 

on Christmas Day, both during the year and on 25 

December. We fed approximately 237 homeless 

people this year. 

Thank you to all members who contributed to the 

contents of the bags throughout the year. This is 

the biggest single cost we have for the evening 

and your faithful giving throughout the year 

makes these bags of „goodies‟ possible. The 

homeless are so excited to receive them at the 

end of the evening.  

 

Thank you to those of you who handed in  

children‟s Christmas presents. We now have 

about 20 children who attend the dinner and each 

child gets 

an appro-

priate gift 

which is 

wrapped 

and has 

their name 

on it. 

Thank you to those who helped pack the bags, 

donated food, the cooks, the ladies who prepared 

the salads, the drivers who collected people from 

the night shelter, the waitrons, the platers, the 

bouncers, the ladies who wrapped children‟s  

presents, the photographers, the plate scrapers, 

the people on toilet duty and the team who 

cleaned up.   

 

A special “Thank You” to Thea and Caroline, who 

have worked tirelessly and spent many hours 

throughout the year to ensure the success of the  

evening. 

 

This can only ever be a team effort.  You are all a 

great team who bring much joy to a group of  

people for whom Christmas would otherwise be  

a miserable time if it were not for this occasion.      

 

************************************* 

THANK YOU                        

This letter was handed in by one of our guests: 

 

“To: The BPC, Bellville 

From:  The "forgotten" frontiers, the homeless 

street dwellers 

Messg: THANKS 4 ALL 

 

TO: 

1. The entire leadership i.e. fathers Rod, Tony and 

elders; 

2. The faithful and hardworking staff especially 

our mum, aunt, missies, tannie, a woman of  

noble character - Caryl. 

 

Choice greetings and salutations in the Name 

that's precisely the motivation we celebrate today, 

THE NAME OF JESUS. 

 

O.B.O the homeless and street people as well as 

many others who are not here today. Thousands 

aint part of our geographical location, or don't be-

long to or engage with resources/organizations/ 

NGOs.  GREATEST THANKS O.B.O ALL!!!!"  
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Tongue in Cheek 

Nothing like a good  

Bible story to make 

your day 
  

 Adam was hanging around the 

Garden of Eden feeling very lonely. 

 

So, God asked him,  

"What's wrong with you?" 

 

Adam said he didn't have anyone 

to talk to. 

 

God said that He was going to 

make Adam a companion  

and that it would be a woman. 

 

He said, "This pretty lady will 

gather food for you, she will cook 

for you, and when you discover 

clothing, she will wash it for you.  

  "She will always agree with every 

decision you make and she will not 

nag you, and will always be the 

first to admit she was wrong when 

you've had a disagreement. 

  

"She will praise you!  

 

"She will bear your children, and 

never ask you to get up in the 

middle of the night  

to take care of them. 

  

  

"She will NEVER have a headache 

and will freely give you 

love and passion  

whenever you need it." 

  

 

Adam asked God, "What will a 

woman like this cost?" 

  

God replied, "An arm and a leg." 

  

Then Adam asked,  

"What can I get for a rib?" 

  

Of course the rest is history!!!! 
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Men’s Fellowship 

At our last two meetings of 2015, those 
present encouraged us to continue with 
the Men's Fellowship in 2016.  So after 
our December break, we are due to start 
our meetings for the year.  I trust every-
one had a restful time. 

 

FIRST MEETING – TUESDAY  
26 JANUARY 2016 

At our first meeting of the year, we are 
privileged to have as our speaker,  
Professor Christo Lombard, a member of 
BPC who in recent years has been serving 
in the Theological Faculty of the  
University of the Western Cape.  He has 
agreed to speak on the subject of “Ethical 
(Christian?) Leadership in the new South 
Africa”.    He will touch on the role played 
by Archbishop Desmond Tutu in South  
Africa as well as the present “Fees must 
Fall” campaign affecting Universities and 
Colleges.  There will be opportunity for 
questions and interactions.  You may  
remember the excellent meeting we had 
with Christo some time back.  He is down 
to earth and will communicate at our  
level.  Because this meeting may have a 
wide appeal, we are inviting the women 
to join us for this meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY  
23 FEBRUARY 2016 

At our February meeting we are again 
privileged to have our own minister, Rod 
Botsis, as our speaker.  He will speak on 
“How I see the Church – Local (BPC),  
National and International!”.  There will 

again be opportunity for questions and 
discussions.  As above, let me again  
remind you of the excellent meeting we 
had with Rod last time he shared with us 
at our Men's Fellowship meeting. 

 

MARCH MEETING – TUESDAY  
29 MARCH 2016 

At our March meeting we are scheduled 
to have as our speaker, Rev André  
Visagie, Pastor of Christ Church, 
Tygerberg.  He will be speaking on the 
subject “The Christian and South Africa's 
crime problem”.  I heard him speak on 
the subject at another meeting a while 
ago and he was excellent, so I thought 
we also would benefit from hearing his 
talk.  Once again, there will be time for 
interaction and discussions. 

 

A REMINDER 

Our meetings normally take place on the 
last Tuesday evening of the month in the 
Lingen Street hall.  We start with  
refreshments from 19:00 to 19:30 and 
our meeting proper runs from 19:30 to 
20:30.  There is no charge but  
contributions to the cost of the  
refreshments are welcome.   

 

Heinrich Asch  
Secretary 
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In the Market Place 

Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  

Very reasonable prices.  

Auto Repairs 

For professional panel beating & auto paint 
work speak to Clive at Auto Paint  

Express, 44 Huguenot Street, Parow.  

Tel: 021 9303284 

Framing 

Call Alan Raubenheimer from "Fine Edge" 

on 0219140961 for all your framing needs.  

Fitness 

HR FITNESS: Pilates and Toning classes. 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings at BPC in 

the New Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 0824717288 

Cakes 

Jenny Gaillard makes cakes for special 

occasions: weddings, 21st birthdays etc.  

Call her on   0219499205 (H)  

or 0741961946 

 

Builtrite 

For all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 

0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cup Cakes 
Jana du Plessis bakes cupcakes of 

different flavours and frostings.  

Contact her on  0741816359 

City Flooring 

 

We specialise in laminated flooring 
and carpeting.   

Contact Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Catering 
 

For all your catering requirements: 
Savoury and Sweet Platters,  
Frozen Home-Cooked Meals 

Birthday Parties, Cakes 
Contact me today for more information  

and pricelists 
Wanda 072 855 3531 or wanda23@telkomsa.net 

Holiday Accommodation 

 
Plettenberg Bay: On the banks of the  

Keurbooms River. Modern fully equipped  

deluxe accommodation. Sleeps 4 with  

spacious bedrooms (1 Queen and 1 twin beds  

both en-suite).  Excellent rates.  

 

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

mailto:wanda23@telkomsa.net
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Woodwork 

For all your built- in cupboards /  

refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 0219193122  

or 0827292725 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 

holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         

Have fun while developing and learning.   

 

Contact Michelle Retief on 0839433058 

or michelle@integrabellville.co.za 

Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  

training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking;  2) Baking;  

3) Household Management;    4) Laundry Skills;  

5) Child Care; and    6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

Enquiries:  0219237900 or 0829764070     info@domesticblissct.co.za 

  26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park 

Self Catering Accommodation 

The Gables is situated on the outskirts of  
Tulbagh in a cul de sac with views of the 

mountains and fields,  
open plan living and dining area.   

Single Room which sleeps  
max of 4 persons.  

Covered stoep and braai area.  

Dog friendly too!   

Contact Ann Geyser on 0744291342 

 

Painter  

Eben 0783148111  (who painted BPC’s 

renovated hall) is looking for weekend 

and holiday work 

 

Reliable Technician 
 

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, etc:  

Contact  Frans van der Merwe on 

0732144694 Swimming Lessons Hoheizen 

Water safety and stroke correction.   

Lessons for children 3 years and older  

in heated pool.   

Contact Natacha Köhler on 0219131012 

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves,  

fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

 
Phone:  0219452896 

Stress Relief 

Jean Lombard offers Relaxation  
classes in the Upstairs Hall at BPC on 

Mondays and Tuesdays at 17:30 

 
Contact her on 072 517 1051 or 

jeanlombard@telkomsa.net 
 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant 
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