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From the Crows Nest 
have to say Auf Wiedersehn to two 
special members of our BPC family: 
Jean and Christo Lombard who leave 
us to live in Windhoek, Namibia 
where Christo will be taking up a  
theology teaching post.   
On a lighter note here are a few 
wacky fun days in July: 7th Tell the 
Truth Day, 11th Cheer up the Lonely 
Day, 19th Stick out your tongue day, 
27th Take your pants for a Walk Day, 
28th Milk Chocolate Day and the 
30th National Cheesecake Day.   
Dieu Benisse and stay safe,  
Yours aye, 
Frank 
 

 

CONTENT 

  Editor’s Letter 1 

  Letter from the Minister 2 

  Church Diary 5 

  Birthdays 6 

  Elders 7 

  In the family 9 

  Crossword 10 

  Youth Zone 11 

  Poems 14 

  Did you Know 15 

  Ultimate Strange Views 17 

  Spread the Word 21 

  Lombard’s Farewell 23 

  Crossword Solution 25 

  In the Market Place 27 

  2018 Home Group List 28 

My Dear Patient Readers, 
In 1989 the British rock group Queen 
released the single “I Want It All”  
a line in the song goes “I want it all 
and I want it now”.  Strangely 
enough that same year on the other 
side of the Atlantic, the USA rock 
group “Guns ’N Roses” released the 
single “Patience” - a line from the 
song goes “All we need is a little  
patience” .  What diverse thoughts 
displayed by the two songwriters 
when penning these songs.  To echo 
Myf’s article, is it not typical of mod-
ern society today.  Impatience on the 
roads, standing in supermarket 
queues, sitting in doctors’ waiting 
rooms and the list goes on.  No time 
to “stop and smell the roses” so to 
speak.  It’s this impatience that make 
man build faster cars, faster comput-
ers, faster internet, methods of grow-
ing food faster and of processing 
food faster.   
Patience is a Virtue is a proverbial 
phrase referring to one of the seven 
heavenly virtues said to date back to 
“Pschomachia” an epic poem written 
in the fifth century (of so sê Dr 
Google). July 18 is Mandela Day  
where we honour our late statesman 
by given 67 minutes of our time to 
help others less fortunate.  In Youth 
Zone Liezel Kohler updates us her  
about her time on board the mercy 
ship Africa Mercy.  Mandy introduces 
us to Paul Botha in her focus on our 
church elders.  Last month we said 
farewell to Kirsty.  This month we 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear BPC (not forgetting  
others who request and read 
our BellPress) 

Two things in this month’s  
little love-letter from me: 

1.Our Editor,  
Frank Stacey, has chosen this 
month’s theme “Patience and 
Suffering” and has loosely  
associated those words 
around celebrating Mandela 
Day.  What ever faults Nelson 
Mandela may have had  you 
would have to be a very mean 
and  prejudiced person not to 
recognize he was a remarka-
ble person and led a remarka-
ble life.  Recently I learnt the 
term “a world citizen”:  People 
bigger than citizens of  one 
country, people like Mahatma 
Ghandi, Mother Theresa and 
certainly Nelson Mandela. 

These beautiful ones patiently 
endure their suffering, felt 
and absorbed the suffering of 

others and turned back to the 
world with peace and grace 
and  mercy. Whether they 
were aware of it or not this 
was the work of the Holy  
Spirit in their lives. As  
Christians we KNOW we have 
the Holy Spirit at work in each 
of our lives.  So it is  with a lot 
of embarrassment I have to 
tell  you I am and can be very 
impatient.  I first realised and 
had to admit this to my self on 
my first long-leave in 1983. 
This  story may seem trivial 
but it was/is a window to my 
inner person and the picture  
was not good. 

Mandy and I had no children 
yet, were young, healthy and 
carefree.  We were  on 3 
months long leave and visiting 
Rome.   We went into a Deli to 
buy lunch:  I even  remember 
we bought half a roast chicken 
and some lovely hot roast  
potatoes which  we ate in our 
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B & B overlooking the Piazza 
Navona.  If it sounds like bliss, 
it was.  And  gets better with 
each remembrance!, except 
for the remembrance of my 
discovery: “Rod, you are not 
patient.”  I had money to 
spare, time to spare; I was 
with my wife of five good easy 
loving years in a  city that 
bursts with beauty.  But 
queueing in that Deli waiting 
my turn, watching  those in 
front of me also order the 
roast  chicken and potatoes 
….. ai! ai! I was ugly on the  
inside!  I wanted everyone to 
get out of my way and wanted 
no one to get  to those lekker 
patats before me!  I am still 
embarrassed at the realisation 
…. But still, often, I rediscover 
my impatience.  

Mandela Day calls us to give 
67 minutes to help others.  It 
seems like a small, trivial,  
little bit of time but many, 
many of us fail to rise to the 
challenge of 67 minutes  
service.  Yet we are called to a 
life of service.  When Paul 

tells the Church in Rome “We 
rejoice in the hope of sharing 
the glory of God” (Romans 5:2) 
he is reminding them of what 
lies ahead in heaven.  But 
then he adds “But we also  
rejoice in our sufferings be-
cause we know that suffering 
produces  perseverance…. and 
character and hope and the 
love of God is poured into us”. 

I can only bow in humility to 
those who  have so endured 
and have continued to  love:  
Those who endure poverty; 
those  who endured apartheid 
and still have to  endure  
racism; those who have  
endured  abuse; those who  
endure sickness or  tragedy in 
their home and have to suffer  
long! 

God Bless everyone who  
endures, perseveres and  
patiently absorbs your  
suffering;  

God bless each of you who 
turn to those of us around you 
with peace and mercy and  
forgiveness you really are 
Christ’s  presence amongst us.  
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Thank you. 

Thank you to several of  
you “Baie Patient   
Christians” (BPCers) who have 
been examples to me as you 
have patiently endured,  
not just your suffering but 
even the weaker sides of my 
Ministry and the more irritat-
ing sides of my personality. 

2. Please remember to pray 
for new additional  elders for 
BPC:  men and women who  
will lead us with Spirit filled 
wisdom for at  least the next 
five years.  If you need  

reminding of the kind of 
brothers and sisters  we want 
as Elders simply go to our BPC 
website and listen to any of 
the four sermons on  
Eldership. 

God Bless You ... and pray I 
don’t become a grumpy old 
man. 

Love 

  

A handful of patience is worth more  
than a bushel of brains - Dutch Proverb 

Patience is bitter but its fruit is sweet - Aristotle 

Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability to keep 
a good attitude while waiting - Anon 

Patience with others is LOVE,  
Patience with self is HOPE,  
Patience with God is FAITH - Adel Bestavros 

When you’re tempted to lose patience with someone, 
think how patient God has been with you all the time - 
Anon 

What Do We Want? – PATIENCE!! 
When Do We Want It? – NOW!! - Protest sign 
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3rd Session Meeting 

17th School Term commences 

18th Deadline for June BellPress. 

21st ALPHA Course commences 

22nd Family Fun Day and Indoor Picnic 

 Contemplative Worship at 7 00pm. 

28th GKM Hamburger and Quiz Evening 

29th  Holy Communion celebrated at all Services. 

Church Diary - July 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

A special Communion Service will be held on 29th July 
at 09h30 during which the AGM will take place when 
the 2017 Annual Financial Statements will be submitted 
for acceptance. Also we will be introducing a number of 
new members to the congregation and announcing the 
“relaunch of Grace Kitchen Ministry”. 

A tea and eats are planned for afterwards.  Rod  
will adjust the service to accommodate the AGM. 

John Fourie (Session Clerk.) 

!!! 
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July Birthday Greetings 

1 Judy Bluett 

 Elsa Brown 

 Candice Groenewald 

2 Tiaan Calitz 

 Cecilia Gerber 

 Shaun Pridgeon 

3 Inge-Louise Brenzel 

 Nicky Lerm 

 Shaun Stander 

4 Maré du Plessis 

 Erna Voges 

5 Danielle Buchan 

 Eric Devine 

 Elizabethe Tshama 

 Carmen van Zyl 

6 Kobus Mulder 

 Maggie Venter 

7 Liam Downing 

 Dirk Gevers 

8 Megan Conradie 

 Valerie Smit 

9 Viv Agnello 

10 Siri Ann Ticha 

 Jennie van den Berg 

13 Lucille Fester 

 Arthur Perold 

16 Matteo Gush 

 Gert Myburgh 

 Dominique Stander 

17 Andries Britz 

18 Dylan Lock 

19 Chiara Gush 

 Freddie Watermeyer 

20 Jo-Marie Swanepoel 

 Mark van der Merwe 

21 Estelle le Roux 

 Patience Makhambi 

 Belinda Smit 

22 Di Conradie 

 Karen Sperrin 

 Gideon Swanepoel 

23 Nathi Makhambi 

 Robbie Rossouw 

 Fran Welch 

24 Simone Lerm 

 Henry Oliver 

 Eleanor van Zyl 

 Jean-Pierre van Zyl 

25 Matt Brenzel 

 Jas du Preez 

 Louise Gevers 

 Deirdré Huisamen 

26 Bessie Perold 

 Taryn van der Merwe 

 Karen Watermeyer 

28 Cheryl Fourie 

29 Cheri Parkin 

 Henk Voges 

31 Robert Pianizzola 

 Nora Schuitemaker 
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Paul Botha is a 

Bellville“boytjie”, 
having grown up  
in Bellville and  
attended the  
Settlers High 
School. His mother 

laid the cornerstone of Jesus in his 
life, as his Sunday School teacher 
at the Church of the Transfigura-
tion (Anglican) in Durban Road 
where he was confirmed in 1980. 
Paul says he has always known 
Jesus but only came to know him 
as his Lord and Saviour after  
returning to church in 2008 at the 
request of his daughter, Cara Jane. 
She was in Grade 3 with Cheryl 
Ford at Welgemoed Primary 
School and Cheryl (also a BPC 
member)  
implored the children to attend 
church and Sunday School. Out of 
the mouths of babes… 

Paul trained as a dentist at the 
Dental School of the University of 
Stellenbosch from 1984 to 1989 
with his first job in the small  

Namibian town of Gobabis.  A 5 
year stint in Windhoek was next, 
after which he returned to Bellville 
to study further. He practises  
as a Dental Specialist in the 
Tygervalley area with specialities 
in Oral Medicine, Periodontology 
and Dental Implants. 

Paul is 53 years old and has lived 
at the same address for 19 years! 
In these days of change and  
more change, it’s good to see 
rootedness in a community and in 
a place. Paul’s daughter, Cara 
Jane, is 19 years old and studying 
Music at Stellenbosch University. 

Paul is a busy, active person: he 
enjoys travel, fishing, meals with 
family and friends and relaxes by 
reading and watching movies. 

Paul has served as an elder at BPC 
for 8 years and his energetic per-
sonality and passion for those 
caught up in poverty is seen in his 
chairing the Housing Committee of 
BPC (read more about its work at 
www.bpc.org.za). Remember  
that elders take an active role in 

ELDERS 
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 managing the business of the 
church and the smooth functioning 
of our life together.  The Housing 
Committee has provided (and  
continues to provide) Wendy  
houses to many families over the 
years.  BPC has also assisted in 
rent shortfalls in some cases too. 
The work of this ministry has been 
made possible by very generous 
donations from individuals and as 
well as regular giving from others, 
supplemented by fund raising  
activities. 

Paul has a heart for the Gospel, 
love for all people, is a creative 
thinker and generous beyond 
measure, selfless and kind. His 
dependence on God and the Holy 
Spirit for guidance have kept him 
moving forward. The following 
verse was written in his Bible his 
parents gave him in 1977. It’s 
been his watchword: 

Hebrews 12 :2  

Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him  
endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 

With the teaching and talk about 

selecting new elders for BPC,  
here is what Paul says about it and 
participation in church activities in 
general: 

“When I was approached to under-
go Elder training in 2011, my  
initial thought was that I was not 
suited for this calling and did not 
feel equipped for it.  My involve-
ment with Session has been full  
of Grace and has moulded my  
personal growth over the last 
years in ways which I would not 
have thought possible a while ago. 
I urge you to react positively to an 
approach from a fellow church 
member when asking you to  
participate in church activities.   
This is a calling from Jesus.  If no 
one approaches you then you 
should approach someone  
and express your interest in  
serving.  Whenever you get up to 
serve Jesus the devil takes interest 
and will subtly attempt to point 
you in another direction.”   

Wise words…thank you Paul! 

Mandy Botsis 



9 

Our sincere condolences go to:  

Cheryl du Preez and her family on the recent death of her brother.   

Sinazo Stofile who has lost both her grandmothers in the past two months. 

The Hyman family with the passing of their father, Clyde Hyman on 6th June. 
May you all know God’s peace and His comforting Presence at this time. 

 

Congratulations to Edward and Angelique Rowland on the birth or their 

2nd child, Emma, on the 21st of June.  Emma is Stan and Hermonie’s  

8th grandchild. 

In the Family 

The General Assembly of our Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa 
(UPCSA) meets from 7 July to 13 July.  This year it meets in Benoni.  Remem-
ber the General Assembly is our highest decision making body; it is made up 
of an equal number of Elders and Ministers appointed on a proportional basis 
from each of our 19 Presbyteries (region bodies) from Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa.  Those appointed to General Assembly are called Commission-
ers and there are about 150 Commissioners to each General Assembly. 

The Moderator of General Assembly is elected 2 years before the Assembly at 
which he/she is inducted to Office.  Any Elder or Minister can be elected as 
Moderator of General Assembly.  The Moderator serves for 2 years. 

The incoming Moderator at this Assembly is our neighbour from the Durban-
ville Presby Congregation, Peter Langerman.  Formally he is The Rev Dr Pe-
ter Langerman.  It is interesting to note Peter is from Benoni and his child-
hood Church was St Andrew’s Benoni and he matriculated from Benoni High 
School which is the venue for this Assembly. 

Peter is married to Sally and has 3 daughters, one of them is Jamiee who is 
married to Timothy Snyders and they are members of B.P.C.  Jamiee and Tim 
gave a superb children’s address at the 09:30 Worship service a few weeks 
ago on caring for the earth. 

Congratulations to Peter:  We will pray for you as we did for Rod when he 
was Moderator of General Assembly (2012 – 2014). 
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KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE AUGUST 
MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 18  JULY 2018 Ed ! ! 
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Youth Zone 

Some feedback on Tiaan Calitz 
who featured in last month’s 
Youth Zone: of the South African 
students on the International 
Scholarship programme in  
Hungary, he takes the number 
one position on the list of top  
performers for the first semester 
of the 2017-2018 academic year! 

Here are extracts, some adapted, 
from a newsletter from Liezel 
Kohler, who has been serving  
Jesus by taking up a leadership 
position on the teaching staff  
responsible for the education of 
the children of volunteers on 
board the Africa Mercy ship. It is 
the largest non-governmental  
hospital ship in the world, and has 
been operating off Douala on the 
coast of Cameroon since August 
last year. It has a total of 80  
hospital beds and an on-board 
surgical capacity of 7 000 inter-
ventions per year. There were 
about 45 children at the Academy, 
representing more than ten  
nationalities. Liezel returned to 
South Africa at the beginning June 
to catch up with family and friends 

before embarking on her next  
adventure. 

“The past few months have been 
full of activities and exciting 
events in the ship’s Academy,  
including a visit to a local orphan-
age and the Hope Centre, where 
we played games, sang songs and 
made lion masks. We had a 
“Wacky Tacky Day”, when every-
body had to dress “wacky” and 
“tacky”. 

“This is the month of good-byes, 
as we take leave of teachers and 
long-term families. Students work 
through a “transition journal”, in 
which teachers help to prepare all 
students for changes, be it for 
their return to their own countries, 
the move to middle school or to 
another class.”  

Some news from the hospital: 

“Before his cataract surgery,  
seventeen-year-old Frank had no 
idea what he looked like. Now, as 
he looks at photos of himself be-
fore coming to the Africa Mercy, 
he speaks of a future where once 



12 

he felt he had none: ‘Before, I 
could not walk by myself, but now 
I can do that. My dream is to go 
further, to places I have never 
been before.’ 

“When twelve-year-old Kaltoumi 
came to the ship, she probably 
had only 3 months to live. As one 
of the shocking 5 billion people in 
the world without the means to 
access safe, affordable and timely 
medical care, she and her family 
could do nothing but watch for 
five years as a tumour grew on 
her face to almost the size of her 
own head. After receiving surgery 
on the Africa Mercy, the light is 
back in Kaltoumi’s eyes and she 
can dream about her future once 
more. 

“As I prepare to leave the ship,  
I thought that I would share some 
of my struggles over the past 
year, as well as some of my  
joyful moments. I had a hard time 
feeling that I was an integral part 
of the ship’s motto – ‘To bring 
hope and healing to the world’s 
forgotten poor’. As a teacher at 
the Academy you are isolated in 
your educational world, and,  
although you hear wonderful  
stories of healing, interaction with 
patients is limited, and with our 

busy schedules often simply  
finding time to rest is a struggle. 
Another struggle was that there 
are very few outdoor recreational 
activities in Cameroon. Foreigners 
are highly overcharged for most 
activities, as well as for the taxis 
to reach them. I found myself  
limited to the city of Douala,  
and simply went out for dinner 
occasionally. 

“A definite highlight would be 
meeting  

my fiancé, Franco, on board. He is 
from a small town on the south-
east coast of Madagascar, and  
we come from very different back-
grounds. We started dating  
shortly after we left Europe to sail 
to West Africa, and after six 
months of getting to know each 
other, advice-seeking, counselling, 
cross-cultural seminars and  
prayer, we decided that we  
wanted to commit to each other, 
and we are planning to get  
married in South Africa on 14 July. 

 “We plan to live in Madagascar 
for a while, but hope to return 
eventually so that Franco can  
pursue his studies in Cape Town. 
Although we are not sure what to 
expect on this new adventure,  
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one thing we do know is that God 
will provide everything that we 
may need and that He goes ahead 
of us. 

“Besides this wonderful turn of 
events in my life, I am grateful  
for the experience I had learning 
more about the people of Came-
roon and simply opening my eyes 
to the inequalities in the world, to 
the hardships of others and how 
important it is not to put our own 
health, money and achievements 
above loving others.  

In the Western world we are  
always planning for the future,  
but life in Africa teaches me  
that today is also important,  
that people don’t always have a 
guarantee of food on the table, 
and that we simply don’t realise 
how privileged we are. 

“Besides this wonderful turn of 
events in my life, I am grateful for 
the experience I had learning 
more about the people of Came-
roon and simply opening my eyes 
to the inequalities in the world, to 
the hardships of others and how 
important it is not to put our own 
health, money and achievements 
above loving others. In the  
Western world we are always 
planning for the future, but life in 
Africa teaches me that today is 

also important, that people don’t 
always have a guarantee of food 
on the table, and that we simply 
don’t realise how privileged we 
are. 

“I know that God has placed a 
special calling on my life with  
a heart of compassion for His  
people who are marginalised and 
poorly treated, and with that 
knowledge comes great responsi-
bility. I know now that God has 
been preparing my heart for the 
wonderful people that I will be 
meeting in Madagascar. 

“Thank you for joining me in this 
journey and for supporting me.  
I could not have done it without 
you. Let me challenge you with 
this verse: Luke 12:48 states, ‘To 
whom much is given, much will be 
required.’ What does this mean to 
you? How will it change your life 
today and what your future 
holds?” 

Congratulations, best wishes and 
God’s richest blessings to Tiaan, 
Liezel and Franco. 

 

 

ESTELLE STRYDOM 
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Poems & Prayers 

A PRAYER FOR PATIENCE 
Dear Father, 

Today I fell like every task is a 
race; 

I’m falling short on giving 
grace. 

It’s a scary thing to ask for 
what I need; 

I recognise lessons to be  
conceived. 

In this moment, I need your 
abundant grace 

And request your strength to 
slow my pace. 

Jesus, would you grant me  
patience 

And your Holy Spirit to be my 
guide? 

Give me a willing ear to listen; 
A gracious hand would you  

provide? 
May my mouth speak only with 

love; 
And my heart reflect light from 

above. 
Please help my mind focus  

intentionally, 
And my actions praise you 

eternally. 
 

Amen 

Patience is a virtue 
Or so the saying goes. 

But instant gratification is more  
what our society knows 

“Good things come to he who 
waits” 

Once stood the test of time 
But now the early bird catches 

the worm 
(and the First to Find) 

Sesame Street destroyed our  
attention 

Some “experts” want to shout 
But I think. 

Oh look! A flower! How pretty.  
Um...What was I talking about? 

Oh yes this cache which you want 
to find, 

Or you wouldn’t be reading still. 
You’ll need your eyes and wits in 

the field 
But first I’ll test your will 

Are you willing to get this find 
Are you willing to persevere? 
Are you willing to sit and bide 

your time 
And tarry a bit with me here? 
If so and you want to find this 

cache 
(and therefore the waypoint too} 

Then sit awhile and test your  
patience 

And it will come to you.    
Anon 
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Fruits of the spirit: Patience 

Have you noticed how impatient our 
society has become? Just consider the 
number of road accidents that are 
caused by road rage. Or think of the 
disparaging remarks one hears in a 
slow-moving supermarket or Home 
Affairs queue. Technology has not 
taught us to be more patient: how  
often do people check their phones 
when they are in company or waiting 
for the traffic lights to change?  
Technology has conditioned us to ex-
pect instant gratification. As South 
Africa commemorates the centenary 
of Nelson Mandela’s birth, it is fitting 
for us to think about the saying, 
‘Patience is a virtue.’ His life illustrates 
what some translations of Galatians 
5:22-23 term ‘forbearance’ or ‘long-
suffering’. Twenty-seven years in jail 
was long time to wait for his hopes of 
a democratic South Africa to become  
a reality. 

The truth is that we cannot develop 
patience any other way than by wait-
ing. Forbearance includes the ideas of 
self-control, restraint and tolerance, 
implying that we have a choice about 
how we respond to God and others in 
our times of waiting. We may become 

resentful or anxious, bucking against 
the reality that we have very little  
control over our circumstances or we 
can receive the gift of patience that 
helps us to develop restraint and  
tolerance of other people’s ideas. 

There are many examples of patience 
throughout the Bible. Job is often put 
forward as the personification of  
patience as he knew that God had 
control over his situation. Moses, too, 
endured forty years of frustration as 
he struggled to lead an obstinate  
people into the Promised Land. But 
the greatest example of patience is 
God himself. God must become ex-
tremely frustrated as He looks down  
at His creation. It is His patience that 
gives us salvation: “And count the  
patience of our Lord as salvation, just 
as our beloved brother Paul also wrote 
to you according to the wisdom given 
to him.” (2Peter 3:15) 

[Source: https://www.intervarsity.org] 
 

 
Myf Steynberg 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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 RIB TICKLERS 

ACTUAL WRITINGS IN A HOSPITAL REGISTER: 

The patient has no previous history of suicides. 

The patient has left white blood cells at another hospital. 

Patient has chest pain if she lies on her side for over a year. 

On the second day the knee was better, and on the third day it 
disappeared. 

The patient is tearful and crying constantly. She also appears to 
be depressed. 

The patient has been depressed since she began  
seeing me in 1993. 
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Having been a bit housebound for 
the last few weeks, I have been 
giving the social problems facing 
South Africa, and the world, some 
thought.  I must admit that I  
become despondent when I read, 
day after day, about the problems 
facing the country.  Although I 
have started to control my news 
intake some months ago, to elimi-
nate the over-intake of bad news,  
I still see the headlines in my 
online newspapers.  Issues such  
as the lack of economic opportuni-
ties for a large section of the  
population, unemployment, safety 
and security, poor education in 
some dysfunctional schools, fraud 
and the lack of government  
accountability get to me in a big 
way.   

Also, something, which is as old as 
the hills, but is still ongoing today, 
is religious conflicts in many parts 
of the world.  Recently we have 
experienced it here in SA and in 
northern Mozambique.  As always, 
it is easy to identify and dwell on 
the problems but what really 
count are the actions to solve 

these social problems.  I was an 
admirer of the late Margaret 
Thatcher, simply because she once 
said, “the past and present are 
sometimes good or bad but what 
really counts are how we take  
care of the future”.  With this  
reasoning, I am always looking for 
beacons of hope and moral 
grounding amidst the challenges 
and moral decline in our world. 

My friend, the soil scientist, who 
has been my regular gourmet and 
sparring partner, when it comes  
to religious and social issues, now-
adays live in Sweden so, it is more 
difficult to “solve” the world’s 
problems.  Sadly, he was one of 
the bigger victims of the invest-
ment fraud, driven from the hills 
above Bellville, and now works  
for his Swedish son-in-law as a 
hospital administrator.  Luckily, I 
discovered that a colleague, who I 
have worked with in African coun-
tries, and who is an approachable 
religion sceptic, is always game to 
talk about religious matters. He is 
a consultant agricultural econo-
mist, living in a small village near 

 

Ultimate Strange Views 
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Canterbury in the UK.  Because 
we are both working from home, 
there is time to Skype when we 
want to bounce various issues off 
one another.  His favourite subject 
is firstly, the overuse of sugar in 
the world but because I am not 
addicted to jelly beans, I am not a 
target for him.  Secondly, it is 
Brexit, to which my comment is 
short and bitter; you people in the 
UK messed it up, sort it out.   
He is a once-a-year-go-to-church 
Anglican who has some issues 
with the “usefulness” of the Bible 
in today’s world so; recently, we 
had an hour-long Skype discussion 
about the relevance of the Bible. 

My feeling is that the overwhelm-
ing percentage of Western people 
still believe in the Bible as a 
source of hope and force for good 
in these “troubled times”.  I do get 
the impression that people are en-
gaging more with their Bibles than 
say, 10 – 20 years ago. Especially 
older people but not excluding mil-
lennials, some who do as well.   
I might be wrong as I don’t mix 
often enough with these people 
born between 1980 and 1990. 
From the many woman friends of 
my wife, I also get the feeling that 
women are more actively engaged 

with the Bible than men are.  
Again, just an observation in the 
little world where I move around.  
Easily two thirds of the women are 
keen Bible readers compared to 
one third of the men – who I mix 
with.    

I also find that many more men, 
than women, are “colder” towards 
the Bible.  Don’t ask me to analyse 
or explain my observations, it is 
just my feeling.  I have also found 
that although most people still 
prefer to read the printed version 
of the Bible, many, like me, are 
now reading the Bible in another 
format.  Technology-related  
formats of the Bible are definitely 
becoming more used. For in-
stance, when I quickly want to find 
something in the Bible or, read a 
specific chapter or verse, I use the 
internet on my tablet. There is no 
doubt in my mind that the majority 
of South African households still 
own a Bible however, I am not so 
sure about the so-called millenni-
als.  I want to believe that more 
than half of South Africans still 
read the Bible regularly –  
whatever regularly means; once a 
day, week or month.  I know  
people who admit that they never 
read the Bible anymore but the 



19 

strange thing is that they also ad-
mit they wish that they did.  I 
think those of us who are Bible-
friendly also wish we did. 

And then, there are the “Bible 
sceptics”, like my agricultural 
economist friend, who do not hold 
a high view of the Scriptures.  
They believe it is just another 
manual written by men, many 
moons ago, with many stories and 
instructions.  At times during our 
skype conversation, he was even a 
bit hostile towards the Bible and I 
had to remind him to soften his 
view, as it is “my Book”.  I can 
face the opinions of the Bible 
sceptics but those who are hostile, 
believing it is a book, which in-
tends to manipulate and control 
people, is a cut below me.  In any 
case, I do not think there can be 
more than 20% of level-headed 
people who have this opinion.   
Towards the end of our discussion, 
(because every discussion should 
end on a positive note) I asked 
him if he still believes in the  
Nicene Creed and his immediate 
answer was “Yes, of course”, to 
which I replied: “Paul, you are a 
good guy, you’re safe.  As long as 
you believe in God, you believe in 
the Bible because John 1:1 clearly 

says:  In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God”.   

I have watched the well-known 
atheist, Richard Dawkins on 
YouTube and although he has 
some interesting things to say 
about religion, he confuses God 
with religion.  Because religion 
seems irrational to him, God is 
also irrational.  

Firstly, it takes faith to believe the 
Bible, which he does not have.   
I also find it difficult to come to 
rational conclusions with many 
things in the Bible purely through 
reasoning about it but, I have the 
faith to believe what I read in the 
Bible.  When I look at the uni-
verse, and all in it, I have no 
choice but to believe in God.   

If I have to choose between ration-
ality and faith, when it comes to 
religion, it is “rational” to me to 
choose faith.  Taking bets in a  
casino to improve one’s financial 
situation it not a ration- 

al thing to do; looking at the  
functioning of the universe, it is 
infinitely rational to me that a 
Grand Designer exists.  I am not 
equipped to reason with atheists 
but my view about them is simple; 



20 

Editor: Frank Stacey 

Contributors: Mandy Botsis, Rod 
Botsis, Deirdré Hewett, Kobus 
Mulder, Katie Schoeman, Myf 
Steynberg, Estelle Strydom. 

Design and Layout:  
Dirk von Zeuner 

Distribution and Admin: 
Caryl de Krielen 

  

not to believe in God borders on 
madness.  One of the reasons they 
do not is because they have never 
been taught to be a believer.   
People don’t become religious  
automatically – they are taught by 
their families, church and society.  
And of course common sense.    
I find the fact that atheists do not 
accept that God actually does  
exists a very scary concept.  They 
can deny it and keep on running 

from the facts but they can never 
hide from the evidence and 
knowledge once it has been  
revealed to them. 

Reading and believing the Bible,  
is an act of faith – in God. 

Watching God at Work. 

Kobus MULDER 

As anyone who has ever been around a cat  
for any length of time well knows, cats have 
enormous patience with the limitations of the 
human kind.—Cleveland Amory  
(author, animal rights activist) 
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MISSION AND EVANGELISM 

How to pray for an unsaved  
person (Jericho Walls 2018) 

For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.  
John 3:16 
The Holy Spirit gives believers the 
desire to see an unsaved person 
come to salvation, but not everyone 
knows how to pray effectively for 
the salvation of an unbeliever. A few 
practical prayer guidelines are pro-
vided here, that you can use when 
you pray for an unsaved person. 
  
Practical guidelines 
 
Pray that God will bless 
them. Pray for the whole person: 
where they live, their family mem-
bers, domestic circumstances, their 
place of work and work relation-
ships, social life, friends and friend-
ships, protection, health, finances, 
salvation, etc. You can use Num. 
6:24-16: The Lord bless you and 
keep you; the Lord make His face 
shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. 
 
Build relationships. It is im-
portant, where possible, to build  

social relationships and friendships 
with the individuals we are praying 
for. Build these relationships despite 
their beliefs, but do it without com-
promise. 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the 
needs of the individuals to 
you: spiritual, emotional or physical 
needs. Listen to them and try to un-
derstand their pain, frustrations, 
needs, disappointments, dreams 
and expectations. Lend physical 
and/or emotional help where  
possible. People are more open to 
listen to what you want to tell them 
about Jesus if they can see that you 
care about them in a practical way, 
and that you love and accept them. 
Not all believers feel that they have 
the gift of evangelism, but everyone 
can pray for someone, get involved 
with their needs in a practical way 
and build friendships. 
 
Offer to pray for them and if you 
feel bold enough, ask the person if 
you can pray for him/her right then 
. 
Witness spontaneously. Look for 
situations where you can testify  
naturally to what God means to you 
and what he has done in your life, 
without preaching to them. Don’t try 
to defend God. When someone asks 
direct spiritual questions,  

SPREAD THE WORD 
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just answer as well as you can.  
Perhaps you can refer the person  
to someone else that can help,  
or recommend a relevant book or 
video. 
  
Eight questions in the person’s 
heart 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will put the 
following questions in the person’s 
heart and that he/she will look for 
answers to these questions. These 
are basic questions about life and it 
often happens that once people 
start asking these questions, it leads 
them to Christ: 
–         Whom can I trust? 
–         What is the purpose of my 
life? 
–         Where will I go when I die? 
–         When will I be free? 
–         Why do I hate God? 
–         Why do I flee from God? 
–         How can I handle my  
problems? 
   
Mission awareness Sunday: 
 
BPC hosted Mr Otto Kingsley from 
the Leprosy mission on 17 April 
2018. He gave a wonderful presen-
tation of the work done by the  
Leprosy mission to combat this  
devastating disease. Mr Kingsley 
also preached and had a particularly 
successful book sale after the  
services which netted R2 800, for 
which BPC received a lovely letter of 
thanks from Peter Laubscher, the 
executive director of the Leprosy 

Mission Southern Africa. 

Andre and Peggy Kritzinger 
(Operation mobilisation) 

In their newsletter, Andre and  
Peggy Kritzinger, from Operation 
Mobilisation, shared their busy  
program. They regularly share and/
or preach at various churches and 
represent OM at the D4J 
(Durbanville for Jesus), an initiative 
where pastors and leaders of 
Churches and Ministries meet,  
discuss and plan Church activities in 
the Durbanville area. 

General 

Please remember to pray for all on 
the mission field, particularly those 
associated with BPC, i.e. Andre and 
Peggy, Mark Liprini and Marlene but 
also for all Christians who enter the 
mission field the moment they step 
out into the market place, the sport 
arenas, and maybe even their own 
homes. Make use of the guidelines 
for praying for an unsaved person 
and trust God that His Holy Spirit 
will convict of sin, righteousness and 
judgment. 

Katie and Deirdré 



23 

AUF WIEDERSEHEN UND DANKE BPC 

 VON JEAN UND CHRISTO 

Since it became known that Jean  
and I shall soon be moving back to 
Namibia, where we worked and lived 
for 20 years (before moving back to 
our country of birth, in 2005), we 
were asked to write something in 
BELLPRESS about this big new move.  

I was very fortunate to carry on my 
work after retirement (in February 
2013), at the University of the  
Western Cape (UWC), for another five 
years. This included the privilege of 
helping to establish the Desmond  
Tutu Chair and the Desmond Tutu 
Centre for Spirituality and Society at 
the University where the Archbishop 
served as Chancellor for almost 25 
years. My last task at UWC was to 
organise a big conference between 
South African and German churches 
and faith based organisations, in co-
operation with the South African 
Council of Churches and the Beyers 
Naudé Centre for Public Theology  
at Stellenbosch (and various other 
organisations). This four day confer-
ence, which took place at UWC in 
March 2018, dealt with new partner-
ships on justice issues in our two con-
tinents, and resulted in frank debate 
and consultation, and a strong com-
mitment to work faithfully together on 

our world’s pressing problems. 

Just when I thought that the time for 
a more relaxed life, maybe including a 
few occasional sermons and talks or 
Bible studies at BPC, has now 
dawned, I received a call from the 
Lutheran Seminary in Windhoek to 
please consider to come and help with 
teaching theology and ethics there.  
They experienced a severe crisis  
with two staff members (including a 
lecturer seconded by the United 
Evangelic Mission in Wuppertal  
Germany), who died in close succes-
sion. Thus, after some soul-searching 
and meetings as a family, I started 
teaching there in March, ending up 
taking responsibility for five modules, 
with much catch-up work to do. The 
German mission offered me a contract 
for three months, which will now be 
followed by one for three years.  
I have already moved into a com- 
fortable “mission home” on campus of 
the Paulinum Seminary in Windhoek.   

Jean will hopefully follow me in mid 
July, with our furniture, including my 
fairly big theological library which 
should come in quite handy, since  
my job description also includes  
curriculum development.  
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The Seminary wishes us to develop a 
training programme for lay people, 
including “evangelists”, since 14  
congregations of the Lutheran church 
in the southern and central parts 
(ELCRN, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Republic of Namibia) 
are vacant. I can honestly say that I 
have been enjoying working with the 
Namibian four year Diploma and four 
year BTh students, even though it was 
a tough assignment to get everyone to 
cope with “saving” a whole semester. 

I am currently back for three weeks 
(the June/July break), and Jean and I 
are quite busy planning the “groot 
trek”, the issues involved in renting 
out our 6th avenue home in Boston, 
saying goodbye to friends and family, 
and finishing off last assignments. I 
have also been teaching at Corner-
stone Institute in Cape Town, and are 
now marking the examinations, as 
well as doing the assessment of a 
course on Reconciliation and Justice 
for American students. I have been 
teaching 20 of these “semester 
abroad” students every semester 
since 2007 – a wonderful assignment, 
but one which also now has reached 
its last round.  

Jean has been busy extricating herself 
from deep involvements in various 
activities, including the teaching  
of relaxation classes at BPC and  
elsewhere, the running of a small 
business in Annique rooibos products, 

serving on the management team of a 
local Afrikaans reading group and the 
management of the Al-Anon group at 
BPC, and also lately, being involved  
in the BPC team preparing the  
new regular contemplative evening 
services at our beloved church.  
She wishes to thank BPC for all the 
wisdom and support she received, 
especially being able to use the 
“Upper Room” as venue for her  
classes. Our two boys, Gideon (the 
actor) and James (the engineer/
drummer) will still be based in Cape 
Town, so we shall simply have to visit 
down here from time to time. 

It is not easy to say goodbye. We  
have had wonderful experiences at 
BPC and it has been a time of rich 
blessings in our lives, including our 
spiritual lives, for which we wish to 
thank the congregation, the church 
council, and very specially our  
minister and friend, the one and only 
Rod Botsis. We have made many good 
friends and we wish to keep contact 
in one way or another, since we hope 
to eventually return for, who knows,  
a “quiet and contented retired life”, 
back in Boston, and at BPC.  

Thank you so much to all who blessed 
us with grace and goodwill. May the 
good Lord guide you and keep you. 

 

Jean and Christo 
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION 

ACROSS:  1 Israel,  5  Master,  10 Epistle, 11 Lintels,  12 Strong,  
15 Behind,  16 Defiled,  17 Side,  18 Aged, 19 Certain, 20 Cush,  
22 Left,  25 Captive,  27 Azriel,  28 Estate,  31, Contain,  32 Char-
iot,  33 Feasts, 34 Sheber. 

 

DOWN: 2 Stirred,  3 Attend,  4 Lies,  5 Milk,  6 Sinned,  7 Even-
ing,  8 Beasts,  9 Ashdod,  13 General,  14 Hittite,  15 Believe,  20 
Chance,  21 Strange,  23 Examine,  24 Twenty,  25 Cedars,  26 
Escape, 29 Ends, 30 Acts 

Many people think 
that patience is a sign 

of weakness.  
I think this is a  

mistake. It is anger 
that is a sign of  

weakness, whereas  
patience is a sign of 

strength. 
(Dalai Lama) 
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ACCOMMODATION 

Lavender Cottage in McGregor offers a 

tranquil stay at the top end of the  

village in its  

Thyme Out Self-catering and  

Rosemary & Thyme B&B units. 

Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /  

082 871 1114;  mariana@joyofgiving.co.za 

Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

 26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park 
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Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday 

mornings  in the Lingen Street Hall.  
Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-
nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  Contact Cindy on 0829256414. 
www.kriver.co.za   

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R45 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 

.  Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 

Reliable Technician - Frans vd 
Merwe Fixes stoves, fridges, washing 

machines, etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  
Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 
BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 
her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-
bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant. 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 
for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

Wills drafted free for BPC members  
only. Please contact Van der Linde  

Attorneys 021 949 3619  
for an appointment. 
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