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From the Crows Nest 
Kirsty for all the love and devotion you 
poured into this important ministry.  On 
behalf of all our readers may I wish you 
au revoir et bonne chance in your new 
life in the KZN Midlands.  Well as The 
Bard wrote “Love looks not with the 
eyes but the mind. And therefore is 
winged Cupid painted blind”.  As the 
saying  goes “Gotta love and leave 
you”.  Hope you will love this month’s 
edition.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Luv Y’all  

Yours aye, 

Frank 

CONTENT 

  Editor’s Letter 1 

  Letter from the Minister 2 

  Church Diary 5 

  Birthdays 6 

  Our Elders 7 

  In the family 9 

  Barnabas’ Corner 10 

  Crossword 11 

  Youth Zone 12 

  Poems 15 

  Did you Know 16 

  Ultimate Strange Views 18 

  From Kirsty with Love 22 

  Woodstock Church 24 

  In the Market Place 27 

  2017 Home Group List 28 

Greetings and Salutations, 

“Love means never having to say 
you’re sorry”. How many of our readers 
recognise that line from the 1970  
movie Love Story starring Ryan O’Neil 
and Ali McGraw?  I remember when I 
went to see the movie way back, they 
handed out tissues to all the patrons.    
I must admit being a bit of a culture  
vulture and that I have aA love affair 
with opera and regularly attend live 
screenings at the V&A Cinema  
Nouveau. The golden thread running 
through the many operas written is that 
of love, wonderful stories of love, from 
the tragic to the uplifting, the  
hilarious to the poignant. This “boyo” 
hates to admit it, but on many  
occasions has had to blink away the 
moisture in his eyes while watching 
these beautiful love arias performed by  
sopranos and  tenors.  The word Love is 
mentioned numerous times in the Bible.  
How  many times have we all not  
attended weddings where the well 
known verses  about love from 1 Corin-
thians 13: 4-8 & 13 formed part of the 
matrimonial ceremony.  The most  
powerful display of love for me is that of 
Our Father God who so loved the world 
that He gave His one and only Son.   
Sadly we take leave of Kirsty Price who 
did such a sterling job in establishing 
Grace Kitchen Ministry .  Thank you 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends, 

To help share the load 

while I recuperate and 

because she is one of  

BPC's loveliest saints, I 

have asked Rose Mulondo

- Chifadza, an Elder, to 

write this month's letter.  

I have not read it and 

cannot wait to get my 

copy of BellPress to read 

her wisdom and words. 

Enjoy her ministry. 

 

Love, 

Rod 

 

 
Dear friends,  
The word ‘love’ conjures up one 
of the most important aspect of 
our lives – relationships.  
Relationships with different 

people in our lives like our  
parents, siblings, girlfriend/
boyfriend, husband/wife,  
children and friends.  
Christianity is about  
relationships. 
There is our relationship with 
God, the Father who created 
us. We are created in the image 
of a God who is loving and  
relational. When Jesus prays to 
His Father in John 17:24, He 
says, ‘Father...you loved me  
before the creation of the 
world’.  This is God as revealed 
to us by Jesus. God is love.  
Before the world was even  
created, God was a Trinity 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) – 
all loving each other and being 
loved.  
We were created in the  
image of God and to live in a 
relationship with God, our  
Father. However, man was  
separated from God through sin 
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that entered the world through 
Adam. Man continued to live in 
sin - ‘for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God’ (Rom 
3:23). Man was separated from 
God through sin. God reconciled 
man to himself through Jesus 
Christ. As it is stated in the 
Word of God, ‘For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one 
and only Son that whoever  
believes in Him shall not perish 
but have eternal life’.  
(John 3:16). 
From the reading of that verse 
we know that Christianity was 
based on love right from the  
beginning. We are born into the 
family of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ gave 
His blood for us, and His life  
for our lives.  When Jesus died 
on the cross he removed the 
barrier that was between us  
and God. As a result He has 
made it possible for us to have a 
relationship with our creator. 
We also have hope of eternal 
life. 
Jesus demonstrated the love of 
God while here on earth. 

Through the Gospels we learn 
that each person Jesus met  
was of immeasurable worth in 
His eyes. No one could stand 
beyond the reach of His loving 
arms. Though Jesus deplored 
sin, He loved the sinner. We 
look to Him who set an example 
for us on how to live. He taught 
us the greatest commandment, 
‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. And the 
second is like it: Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’  
(Matt 22:38-39) 
It is impossible for us to  
fulfil this commandment 
through our own strength.     
Jesus prayed for all believers in 
John 17:26 ‘ I have made you 
known to them, and will contin-
ue to make you known in order 
that the love you have for me 
may be in them and that I my-
self may be in them.’ He left a 
new commandment, ‘Love one 
another. As I have loved you,  
so you must love one  
another.’ (John 13:34) 
Jesus went back to the Father 
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but He did not leave us alone. 
He left us the Counsellor to  
be with us forever – the Holy 
Spirit of God.    
Fullness of life is found only in 
relationship with God. The  
responsibilities towards others 
can be achieved when in right 
relationship with God. When 
we ask the Holy Spirit of God 
to come and live within us the 
wonderful characteristics of 
the fruit of Spirit begin to grow 
in our lives. The Holy Spirit of 
God gives us the power and 
strength to live as Christians. 
As we allow the Spirit of God  
to work in us, the fruit of the 
Spirit will be evident in our 
everyday life. What is the fruit 
of the Spirit? ‘But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace…’   
(Galatians 5:22).  
The apostle Paul explained 
what love is: ‘Love is  
patient, love is kind…, Love 
does not delight in evil but  
rejoices with the truth. Love 

never fails.’ (1 Cor. 13:4-8) 
Love is not only something we 
feel, it is something we do. In 1 
Corinthians 12, Paul explains 
the metaphor of the church  
being a body with many  
members. In chapter 13, he  
established love as the central 
attitude and action all mem-
bers should have. It demon-
strates how church members 
relate one to another. If we 
could just abide by the princi-
ples of the love chapter, we 
would have a complete healthy 
church.  
Prayer: Father, through Your 
Spirit, empower us to coura-
geously love, honour and follow 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Help us 
to love, value, appreciate and 
respect one another so that the 
God ordained tie between us 
cannot be broken. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Rose Mulondo-Chifadza 
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Church Diary 
June 

4th 4M Membership Course commences 

5th Session Meeting 

12th Presbytery Meets 

13th Deadline for June BellPress. 

16th Youth Day 

17th Contemplative Worship at 7 00pm. 

20th Day of Prayer and Fasting 

24th  Holy Communion celebrated at all Services. 

Never trust anyone completely but God. Love people, 
but put your full trust only in God. Lawrence Welk 
  
Money can buy you a fine dog, but only love can 
make him wag his tail. Kinky Friedman 
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JUNE Birthday Greetings 

2 Katlyn de Lange 

 Peter Nupen 

3 Malumbo Kanyerere 

 William-John Mathys 

4 Justin Downey 

 Philip Petersen 

 Chris van der Poel 

5 Victor Kabali-Kagwa 

6 Mariaan Botha 

 Delia Buchan 

 Max Lubbe 

 Charlene Petzer 

 Patrick James van 
 Eyssen 

7 Tracy Conradie 

 Mandrie Haupt 

9 Monique Burrows 

10 Linda Flight 

11 Joel Awa 

12 Jack Barends 

 Christine Devine 

 Peter Immelman 

 Adam Petzer 

 Jannes Strydom 

13 Grant Gush 

 Erin Hyman 

14 Elza Parker 

 Jill van Eyssen 

15 Gareth Cornish 

 Andrew Groenewald 

 Elvis Mbakwa 

 Debra Swart 

16 Trevor Smith 

17 Wiehahn Swanepoel 

 Geoff van Zyl 

18 Yvonne Kirschner 

19 Mario Filippi 

 Alice Kanyerere 

 Judy Lambert 

 Alöise Matthee 

 Peter van Vuuren 

20 Candice Jacobz 

 Coen Oosthuizen 

 Michael Venter 

21 Petal Bartie 

 Dot Wheatley 

22 Marlize Sturlic 

 Belinda Swanepoel 

23 Deirdré Hewett 

 Vicky Ticha 

24 Tammy de Boelpaep 

 Lynette Jongeleen 

25 Elsabé Cloete 

 Trevor Cloete 

25 Christopher Kabali-
 Kagwa 

 Liesjé Smith 

26 Christa Elliott 

 Rika Garlick 

28 Cherry Lock 

 Monica Smith 

29 Kingsley Allan 

 Audrey Coetzee 

30 Garth Lilley 

 John Skinner 

 Cindy van der 
 Westhuizen 
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John Fourie is our Session 

Clerk which makes him “Chief 
Elder” and the secretary of  
Session (the name given to the 
body of elders that oversees 
the life of our church).  There-
fore, the first elder in line to be 
interviewed and introduced to 
you. 

John, now 64 years old, grew up 
in Johannesburg, Swaziland and 
matriculated in Durban.  His 
first job at age 19 was buying 
live goats in the bushveld of 
Swaziland. Can you picture 
that? But this was the start of 
his career in the livestock and 
meat business which lasted 40 
years.  John worked for many 
years at Roelcor Meat where he 
was the Operational Director.  

He and Caroline have been 
married for 19 years and have  
5 children and 7 grandchildren 
who are on the receiving end of 

very loving and hands on 
grandparents. But not only does 
the family receive this love. To-
gether John and Caroline make 
a formidable team in a ministry 
of love, practical care, follow 
through and encouragement.  

John says he feels he has 
known Jesus all his life. His 
mother was the first person 
who introduced him to the 
Christian faith and he did  
officially give his life to the Lord 
at a CSV camp (Christelike  
Studente Vereniging) held by a 
Dutch Reformed Church when 
he was 13.  

John’s leadership skills and love 
for the Lord led to him being 
ordained as an elder at 28 in 
the Presbyterian Church in 
Brackenhurst, Alberton. Then 
followed a stint in the Presby-
terian Church in Vereeniging. 
His move to the Cape and 
membership at BPC brought 

GETTING TO KNOW 
OUR ELDERS 
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 further eldership duties for 4 
years, then a break, and cur-
rently his second stint will finish 
in August 2019 after 10 years.  
I wonder if he knew he was in 
for the long haul when first  
ordained as an elder at 28! 

This busy man has time for 2 
hobbies – playing golf and  
playing with bonsai trees!  
I guess the big golf swing 
changes to hands on care for 
tiny delicate trees but both are 
evidence of John’s passion for 
life, the outdoors and God’s  
creation.  He also enjoys a little 
road/park running. 

Taking on the role of Session 
Clerk means more hours, more 
energy and John has stepped up 
to the plate in the 10 years he 
has held this role. Close friends 
describe him as “absolutely  
reliable, a good listener, some-
one who takes initiative, organ-
ised and caring”. His love for 
Jesus shines through all he un-
dertakes with his love for God’s 
people, particularly BPC and its 
ministers and families,  

his priority. 
Currently Session is fewer in 
number (13 elders) than it has 
been previously but John says 
the quality input from these 
lovely people more than makes 
up for quantity.  He says “they 
are a very special group of  
Jesus loving people”.  

John’s thoughts on the future of 
BPC include exciting challenges 
for us as a congregation.  
“We have a most wonderfully 
diverse and cross cultural con-
gregation who all have a love 
for Jesus. This one common  
denominator will ensure the 
continued life of BPC in the 
community of Bellville and 
Northern suburbs”. Wise words 
from a wise man.  

Thank you, John, for your lead-
ership, commitment and love 
for God’s people. We are 
blessed to have you in our 
midst as Session Clerk and one 
of our elders. 

Mandy Botsis 
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Congratulations to:  

¨ Evan Calitz on his engagement to  

Quinta-Mari van der Merwe.  

¨ Leon & Tracy Conradie on the birth of Tye on Wednesday 

2 May. Tye is the 8th grandchild for  

Jill & Patrick van Eyssen.  

¨ Myf Steynberg on the birth of a grandson, Liam,  

on the 18th of April.   Liam is Myf’s 5th grandchild. 

¨ Matt and Annemarie Brenzel on the birth of their first 

grandchild, Matilda, born to Michael and Natalie  

in Australia. 

We wish Anita Olivari a happy and blessed move to Betty’s Bay 

in her retirement this May. Anita joined BPC in 1985 and over 

the many years she has been part of us,  she will always be  

remembered for her kindness, compassion, generosity and  

gentle spirit. Anita also sang in the “BPC singing group” ie “the 

worship team of the 80s and 90s at BPC” for a number of years. 

She married Michael Olivari (also a BPC member) in 1990 and 

their marriage of 23 years and 3 months brought much joy.  

Michael passed away in 2013. 

In the Family 
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As a Social Worker, BPC was also blessed to have Anita’s skills 

and knowledge at hand when needed. Anita is one of the saints 

who spent most of her career working in a public hospital. She 

worked at Tygerberg Hospital as a Social Worker for 32 years 

and 10 months! She says this was the University of Life. Your  

example inspires and gives us hope, Anita. We’re so pleased 

you’ve contacted Melanie Wiles (another BPC member who re-

tired to Kleinmond) and are joining her (both as volunteers) in 

her work with the elderly in the Kleinmond/Betty’s Bay area. May 

good health, happiness and new beginnings be God’s gifts as you 

settle in to a new life. 

¨ “To the anonymous BPC granny who delivered a handmade 

blanket for our grandson, Kingsley!  Thank you so much for 

your kindness and care. With love from Rod and Mandy.” 

¨ To the anonymous donor who so faithfully deposits gifts for 

the Thandolwetho Orphanage:  what a blessing your gifts 

are for the orphanage!   Thank you very much, Rose. 
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The regret of my life is that I have not said 'I love you' often enough. 
Yoko Ono 

 I love everything that's old, - old friends, old times, old manners,  
old books, old wine. Oliver Goldsmith 
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Youth Zone 

Congratulations to…. 

… two of our young men who recently 

graduated from CTI in Durbanville: 

Donald Buchan obtained a B. Com. 

and Jean le Roux a B. Sc. in IT. Jean 

is now working as a programmer for 

Traderoots in Century City. 

… one of confirmees, Kirsten 

Wolfaardt, in Grade 10 at Stellen-

berg, who has advanced through the 

Western Province netball trials to par-

ticipate in the trials for the Western 

Cape team. 

… Jannes Strydom, who auditioned 

successfully to sing and play the uku-

lele for the worship team at the Every 

Nation congregation in Southdowns in 

Centurion. 

We have an interesting update about 

one of our distant young ones: 

Tiaan Calitz, who recently qualified 

as a lawyer, fulfilled his dream to fur-

ther his studies in Europe when he 

was awarded a scholarship last year  

to complete his Master’s Degree in 

Hungary at the University of  

Debrecen, which has the best law  

programme in the country. The fact 

that the South African government 

assisted with travel arrangements and 

accommodation, and that he has  

travelled fairly extensively before, 

made it relatively easy for him to 

adapt. Fortunately, it was September, 

and still summery when they arrived, 

but the winter which followed was  

bitterly cold and snowy.  

Debrecen has a total population of 

200 000, of which the student popula-

tion totals 30 000, and 5 000 of these 

are foreigners. Tiaan shares a large, 

comfortable flat on campus (at a  

fraction of what one would pay in 

South Africa!) with his room-mate 

from res in Stellenbosch, who applied 

for the same scholarship. After work-

ing a full day five days a week in  

Johannesburg, returning to student life 
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in a student town has been a pleasure, 

especially as he has to attend lectures 

only three times a week!   

Tiaan has put his spare time and  

money to the best use, travelling to 

explore diverse destinations such as 

the Netherlands, Iceland, Slovenia, 

Germany, Romania and Austria, some-

times with his brother, Evan, who is 

presently working in London. He has 

also chosen to live a healthy lifestyle, 

going to gym regularly, running half 

marathons and even attending train-

ing sessions with a local rugby club, 

where he also enjoyed meeting new 

people. The traditional foods, like the 

stews, goulashes and breads, are  

delicious, but all the “normal” foods 

we eat here are available at the super-

markets. He has noticed that the older 

generation there tend to be “lekker 

dik” from all the bread! 

Hungary has a fascinating but often 

tragic history: officially founded in 

895, it was recognised by the Pope as 

a Christian state in the year 1 000. 

However, sandwiched between the 

powerful Muslim Ottoman Empire  

and the Habsburg Empire,  

by the 16th century it had been 

crushed and divided. In the early 20th 

century the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

was the leading power in central  

Europe, but two world wars and  

communist expansion led to terrible 

devastation and suffering. With the 

collapse of the Soviet Union, the  

Hungarian Republic was eventually 

declared in 1989, and the first  

democratic elections were held the 

following year. Most of the citizens of 

Hungary are Roman Catholics, and 

there are magnificent cathedrals and 

churches to visit in Budapest.  

Tiaan has experienced the people as 

friendly, but apparently very few 

speak English, although the younger 

generation do learn it at school – he 

compares it to Bishops boys trying to 

speak Afrikaans! Because they seem 

to be uncomfortable socialising in a 

strange language, he has made 

friends with mostly other foreign  

students, from countries like Russia, 

Jordan and South Korea, among  

others, all of whom he hopes to visit in 

their home countries one day! Tiaan 

and Evan will be staying in Moscow 
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with one of his classmates when they  

head for Russia to attend the FIFA 

World Cup in June. 

Parents Chris and Henda spent a ten-

day Easter holiday exploring Hungary 

with Tiaan and Evan, which was a spe-

cial time for all of them. Henda clever-

ly persuaded the rest of the family 

that they should see beautiful Lake 

Bled in Slovenia as well … her motive, 

actually, according to Tiaan, being to 

meet his Slovenian girlfriend! He met 

Sara when he and Evan were doing a 

walking tour of Budapest, and they get 

to see each other only every three  

or four weeks, often meeting in a new 

town to explore. She recently  

completed her degree in Biochemistry 

and is currently doing an internship in 

Germany, after which she will return to 

do her Master’s. 

Tiaan is working hard at finalising his 

thesis which must be submitted by the 

end of May. This will be followed by his 

final exam in mid-June. We wish him 

everything of the best 

for the  

future! 

Estelle Strydom 
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How Do I Love Thee?  
(Sonnet 43) 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
1806-1861 

How do I love thee? Let me count 
the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and 
breadth of height 

My soul can reach, when feeling 
out of sight 

For the ends of being and ideal 
grace. 

I love thee to the level of every 
day’s 

Most quiet need, by sun and  
candle-light. 

I love thee freely, as men strive for 
right. 

I love thee purely, as they turn 
from praise. 

I love thee with the passion put to 
use. 

In my old griefs, and with my 
childhood’s faith. 

I love thee with a love I seemed to 
lose 

With my lost saints. I love thee 
with the breath, 

Smiles, tears, of all my life; and,  
if God choose, 

I shall but love thee better after 
death. 

Prayer to love God first 
Dear heavenly Lord 

Let me love you 
Above all things, 
Above all people. 

Let my heart seek you first 
As you are life– you are love. 

Let me not demand from anyone 
What you alone can give me. 
Eternal confidence and peace 

Come from you alone. 
Let me not ask anyone 
To grant me promises 

That come only from your grace. 
Let my heart understand 

That in living you first 
I can love others more. 

For those that hunger and thirst 
Having nothing left to give. 

Fill me with your spirit, 
Make my inner life abundant, 

So I can love as you love, 
Giving my life 

And asking nothing in return. 
Even though I failed and sinned 

You called out to me; 
Your goodness drew me in. 

Let me love you first, oh Lord 
Above all other things. 

In Jesus name, 
Amen. 
Anon  

  
  

Poems & Prayers 
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Fruit of the Spirit – Love 

How do I love thee? Let me count 
the ways. 
I love thee to the depth and 
breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feeling 
out of sight 
For the ends of being and ideal 
grace. 
 
These words written by Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning sum up what 
many people feel about love. Yet 
this four-letter word is possibly one 
of the most over-used and misun-
derstood terms in the language. 
We often use it loosely as in “I love 
ice cream” or If you loved me 
you’d let me …” but also use it to 
express passion, commitment and 
romance.  
 
The Greeks had four words to de-
scribe love:  
· Eros is the romantic love that 

leads to excitement and joy. 
C.S. Lewis distinguishes Eros 
from natural sexual urges 
because Eros is a state of  
the heart and while it is  
intimately related to sex,  
sex can exist without Eros 
enlivening it.  

 
It leads to children, family, 
joy and laughter.  

 
Phileo is the love of the soul. It’s 
about the friendship you feel  
towards people like you. It is not a 
shallow love, but is rich in emotion 
and feeling. God is said to have 
this kind of love for   Jesus and for 
us. Jesus felt this kind of love for 
his disciples, parents feel it about 
their children and children for their 
parents. 
 
· Agape is more of a parental, 

mature, sacrificial kind of 
love that puts the beloved 
first and sacrifices pride, self-
interest and possessions for 
the sake of the beloved. This 
is the love that God has for 
us which inspired him to  
sacrifice His son (“God so 
loved the world that he gave 
His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life” – John 3:16). 
His Son obeyed and  
sacrificed Himself. 

 
· Storge is the love of  

community and family,  

DID YOU KNOW? 
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KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE JULY 

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 13  JUNE 2018 Ed ! ! 

often dutiful, sometimes  
unfeeling, but very strong 
nevertheless. 

 
Obviously, all these loves work to-
gether, but only Agape is free from 
the error of humanity. Agape is the 
glue that holds the other types  
of love together and gives us  
patience and wisdom when the 
other loves fail.  
 
If we make it our goal to be forgiv-
ing and to believe in doing good to 
everyone, our lives will be full of 
rich blessings. The love Christians 
are expected to demonstrate as a 
fruit of the Spirit is based on the 

two great commandments: love 
God and love your neighbour 
(Matthew 22: 35-40).  
1 Corinthians 13, often called the 
Love Chapter, explains what God’s 
gift of love to us includes. The  
Bible is the greatest book ever 
written about relationships. 
 
[Sources: https://
www.lifehope&truth.com;  
https:www.fromerostoagape. 
wordpress.com 
 
Myf Steynberg 
 

 
Editor: Frank Stacey 

Contributors: Mandy Botsis,  
Kobus Mulder, Rose Mulondo-
Chifadza, Kirsty Price, Myf 
Steynberg, Estelle Strydom  

Design and Layout:  
Dirk von Zeuner 
 
Distribution and Admin: 
Caryl de Krielen 

  



18 

My best friend, he is 71, got  

married for the second time on 

Wednesday 2 May in Strasbourg, 

in the eastern province of Alsace 

in France, and of course, we were 

invited but unfortunately could not 

attend.  Two minor issues prevent-

ed us.  Firstly, my men’s Bible 

study group meets on a Wednes-

day and secondly, it is a bit steep 

to pinch R30 00 from the grocery 

money in one month, to go to 

France for one day.  The wedding 

took place in the Cathédrale Notre

-Dame de Strasbourg, which was 

completed in 1439; some 400 

years after the first sandstone 

blocks were laid.  I was in it once, 

when they got engaged in 2012, 

and read in a pamphlet that Goe-

the described it as “a sublimely 

towering, wide spreading tree of 

God”.  Yes, they did not exactly 

rush into marriage but then I sup-

pose one is more careful the sec-

ond time around. 

In November last year, we re-

ceived un faire-part, which is the 

formal announcement to inform all 

acquaintances about the wedding 

and to invite them to the legal and 

religious ceremonies.  Because it 

is not an invitation to the wedding 

party, one does not have to RSVP.   

If you are part of the inner circle 

of friends, as we luckily are, you 

also received an additional card in 

the envelope, the repas de noce 

(invitation to the wedding party) 

to which you obviously have to 

RSVP.  Normally one will reply to 

the parents of the bride and bride-

groom but in this instance, we had 

to reply to Philippe and Michelle’s 

children.  To stay with tradition, 

they included la liste de mariage 

(wedding list) which was kept at 

Nicolas, the oldest wine shop in 

 

Ultimate Strange Views 
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France and Louis Vuitton, which 

needs no explanation.  This was a 

joke because as seniors, who have 

been together for a long while, 

they don’t need more worldly 

goods.  However, I still had a bot-

tle, fermented in the Hemel-en-

Aarde Valley, delivered by DHL (at 

double the price of the bottle). 

Last week we received a memory 

stick with a video of the wedding, 

complete with commentary by 

them, and what a happy and grand 

affair it was.  Philippe and 

Michelle had their grandchildren 

as les enfants d’honneur.  No 

bridesmaids and best men – the 

French don’t have these and don’t 

even have names for them.  

Michelle’s la robe de mariée was a 

stunning off-white princess-like 

dress made by one of her patients 

while her bouquet was white arum 

flowers, just like those sold along 

the Stellenbosch wine route.  

Philippe looked dapper in his un 

smoking – tuxedo and red bowtie.  

The French government strictly 

applies the separation of Church 

and Government and for this rea-

son, a priest can only marry you in 

the eyes of the Church but that is 

not legal enough for the govern-

ment. Hence, there will always be 

a town hall wedding – un mariage 

à la mairie performed by the 

mayor which is followed by a 

church wedding – un mariage à 

l’église.  After the legal ceremony, 

they, together with all the guests, 

walked the 500 meters from the 

town hall to the cathedral; all ac-

cording to French tradition. 

Although the town hall wedding is 

the legal one, the slipping on of 

the rings is done in the church. 

The procedure in the cathedral 

was much like we do it in South 

Africa; the les enfants d’honneur 

lead the way followed by Michelle 

and her son who walked her to the 

left side of the waiting Philippe.  

His family and friends sitting in 

the right hand pews behind him 

and Michelle’s behind her in the 

left hand pews.  Philippe’s daugh-

ter-in-law then sang the famous 

Johnny Hallyday song “Ne me 



20 

quitte pas” – “Do not leave me” 

followed by Philippe singing to his 

bride: Je l’aime à mourier.  He’s 

not a good singer but the words “I 

love her so much I could die” 

made up for the slightly out of 

tune version of the Francis Cabrel 

song.  After the ceremony, and 

while they were signing the regis-

ter up front, the guests stayed in 

their seats and sang old French 

songs, amongst others: Non, Je 

regretted rien, La mer and La vie 

en rose.  This was the moment, 

which I thought I should have 

raided the piggy bank to be there. 

After the church ceremony, they 

all walked the 50 meters across 

the Place de la Cathédrale to the 

Gothic-style Hotel Cathédral for 

the repas de mariage, which in 

this case was a lunch.  The wed-

ding photos were taken during 

this short walk and while the 

guests enjoyed Le vin d’honneur, 

which is just an aperitif in the 

form of a glass of champagne.  

One of the first things, which hap-

pened before the lunch started, 

was La fontaine à Champagne –

the pouring of the champagne into 

a pyramid of glasses.  Always a 

highlight, even if it is your second 

time around.  The lunch lasted a 

long time and it seemed that the 

last guests left around six in the 

evening; each with his or her les 

dragées, which is nothing more 

than a little bag of sugar coated 

almonds – another French tradi-

tion. 

The meal consisted of five courses 

not including the traditional onion 

soup, which is served to the last 

guests leaving.  French wedding 

receptions are long and this habit 

became necessary as many guests 

only leave late at night or early in 

the morning – when some of them 

are hungry again.  Philippe com-

mented on the number of bottles 

consumed at which I was not sur-

prised as alcohol beverages are 

always free at weddings however, 

it is limited to wine and cham-

pagne. No cash bar for spirits at a 
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French wedding reception.  The 

wedding cake is not what we are 

used to; the French wedding cake, 

or croquembouche, is a pyramid of 

profiteroles piled onto a cone and 

bound with spun sugar.  Next to 

this pile of choux pastry, spun sug-

ar, chocolate and nuts was the li-

vre d’or, the guestbook where 

guests scribbled kind words and 

wishes and a leave a small gift if 

they want to. 

No French wedding can be en-

joyed without everybody dancing 

and this wedding was no excep-

tion.  After the main course, and 

true to tradition, Michelle and her 

son, in place of her father, opened 

the dance floor with a waltz after 

which Philippe took her hand with 

“Unchained Melody”, sung by an 

unknown French crooner.  I guess 

they choose this slow song, as 

both are not that nimble on the 

dance floor anymore.  Anyway, it 

was poetry in motion and nobody 

joined in, everybody just watched 

them gliding around the small 

floor: cheek-to-cheek.  Lovely and 

serene.  I could see Philippe 

mouthing the words of the song: 

Oh, my love 

My darling 

I’ve hungry for your touch 

A long, lonely time. 

Que l’amour reste entre vous  

mes amis. 

Watching God at work 

Kobus MULDER 

God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, 
and died, it was God saying to the world, 'I love you.'   
Billy Graham 
 
Where there is love there is life.  Mahatma Gandhi 
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 FROM KIRSTY WITH LOVE 

Dear BPC 

As a lot of you know already I am  

finishing up at Grace Kitchen at the 

end of May 2018. More than that,  

I am moving to the Kwazulu Natal  

Midlands. I have been offered an op-

portunity in a company, whose head-

quarters are situated up there and,  

as difficult as it is to say good bye to 

so many friends and family, I have 

decided to make the move. 

I am excited about a change in life 

style, and hopeful that a less stressful 

environment will be better for my 

health. This being said I will certainly 

miss BPC, friends, family and of 

course The Mother City! 

I know a lot of you will have questions 

about Grace Kitchen and who will run 

it, but let me assure you, that GKM 

will continue all the good work that it 

is already doing. (You’ll hear more 

about this in the future.) 

Being a part of GKM from the very 

beginning has been such a blessing 

and a learning curve for me. I am so 

overwhelmed by your generosity and 

your love!  For me, one of the most 

wonderful parts of GKM (along with 

being able to give a cooked meal to 

those in need) has been building  

relationships with those of you who 

volunteer for this ministry.  I have 

loved getting to know you, how you 

take your coffee or tea, and how your 

families are. I have loved praying with 

you and dishing up food with you. I 

have loved seeing already very busy 

people make time in their life and 

schedule to donate time towards GKM. 

I have loved watching you grow in 

faith as you give out of abundance 

and sacrificially. I am so proud! 

 A friend, who is a minister at another 

church, once said that a study of why 

main-line churches are dying stated 

that missional and sacrificial churches 

are exploding at the seams, while 

those more focused on comfort and 

self-preservation were dwindling. 

BPC you have taken GKM on board as 

your “missional and sacrificial” love 

gift, and I look forward to coming back 

to visit and seeing even more growth! 

Thank you that you have made this 

happen, and for seeing the vision of 

where this is going. I know that many 

of us in today’s society want to help 
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those in need and want to be involved 

in growing South Africa into a beauti-

ful God-centred country but feel we 

don’t know where to start. This is your 

opportunity! GKM is so much bigger 

than when we started, and we will be 

looking for those with specific skill 

sets to help us get to the next level. 

We will need those with marketing, 

advertising, administrative and  

sponsorship-seeking abilities. 

Lastly on a personal note, may I say 

that the love I have experienced as  

a congregation member, from my  

pastoral carer, from my home group 

and close friends, from mentors, from 

the worship team as a musician, from 

the session as an elder and from both 

Rod and Tony has been, just beautiful! 

Thank you for accepting me, caring for 

me, loving me and praying for and 

with me. I know deep within myself 

that I am loved. Thank you for walking 

with me on this part of my journey. 

Please never stop welcoming “the new 

person” to sit with you even if your 

pew is a little full. Never stop inviting 

“the outsider” standing by themselves 

after service to join your conversation 

at tea. Never be in too much of a rush 

to get home to a Sunday lunch to  

invite someone home with you. Never 

stop reaching out to form new home 

groups they are the glue of BPC.  

Never stop supporting, caring and lov-

ing your Elders - they work really 

hard! Never be afraid to offer your 

gifts in service - they are needed!  

Never stop loving your minister -  

it’s a lonely road to walk. Never stop 

serving God by loving the poor,  

because we are all poor (emotionally, 

spiritually or physically) at some stage 

in our walk. 

As I move on to the next chapter of 

my life, I can honestly say that I am 

truly thankful for this chapter and will 

visit it often in my heart and mind, 

and every so often in person.  I leave 

with a joyful heart knowing that 

friendships are not bound by geo-

graphical location and love is eternal. 

Lots of love 

Kirsty 

Crossword Solution  - Across:  8 Ritual,  9  Urn,  10 Urge,  11 Intercedes,  
12 Pool,        13 Gehazi,  16 Wanderer,  17 Recount,  18 Incense,  22 Separate,  
25  Potter,  26 Body,  27 Overthrown,  30 Kiss,  31 Net,  32 Locust. 

Down:  1 Lion,  2 Jude,  3 Election,  4 Sundown,  5 Unison,  6 Supplement,  7 
Ignore,    14 Eye,  15 Apocalypse,  19 Naphtali,  20 See,  21 Repents,  23 Elo-
him,  24 Adorns,       28 Raca,  29 Wash. 
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The Woodstock Presbyterian 

Church was established by the St 

Andrews Congregation in Cape 

Town as a missionary outreach to 

the developing suburb of Wood-

stock, also known as Papendorp. 

Two of St Andrew`s elders, 

Messrs W.E. Moore, a prominent 

attorney, and T. Greenshields, a 

Woodstock businessman, lived in 

Woodstock and became aware of 

the need of a Gospel witness in 

Woodstock. A Sunday School was 

already held in W.E. Moore`s 

home, ``Altona``, which grew so 

rapidly that by 1882 there were 

300 children in the Sunday School 

(obviously meeting in other homes 

as well).  

The Session of St Andrews in June 

1882 established the Woodstock 

Church and also authorised the 

building of a hall to house the 

church. The land on which the hall 

was built was donated by Mr T. 

Greenshields. The following year 

an Assistant Minister, Rev. J.S. 

Meyer, was appointed to St  

Andrews with the commission to 

pastor the new congregation at 

Woodstock.  

The congregation continued to 

grow and the need for a dedicated 

church building became neces-

sary. The foundation stone of the 

church building was duly laid on 

29 July 1899 by the Hon. Cecil 

John Rhodes. 

The church maintained an Evan-

gelical Reformed Theological  

position from the start with a  

definite slant towards being Evan-

gelistic. The congregation soon 

became a church in full standing 

with the right to call its own minis-

ter. Ministers came and went but 

without access to the Session  

records of those years the writer 

is not able to list them. (Most of 

the records are housed at UCT for 

safe keeping.)  

One minster who served the  

WOODSTOCK PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH - A SHORT HISTORY 
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congregation with some distinc-

tion in the mid-1940s to 1953 was 

the Rev. Andrew McGill, a retired 

missionary, who together with his 

wife, Hilary, did sterling work for 

the Lord in the congregation. They 

had a `` Band of Hope`` group, a 

Women’s Association, a choir, a 

well- attended Sunday School  

under the leadership of Hilary 

McGill, regular Bible studies and 

deeper Spiritual Life meetings. 

Much blessing would have come 

from those deeper life meetings. 

Over the years the whole ethos of 

the Woodstock suburb as a place 

or residence changed to become a 

place of light Industry and other 

commercial ventures.  

People started to move out of 

Woodstock to settle in the new 

Garden City Suburbs; consequent-

ly fewer young people were con-

firmed and accepted into church 

membership at Woodstock, with 

the result that the congregation`s 

numbers went into rapid decline 

so much so that in 1986 the status 

of the congregation was reduced 

to that of a Preaching Station and 

later to a Preaching Place which it 

still is today.  

From being a congregation of over 

500 members in the early 1900s 

we have in effect only 5 members 

today. If it was not for some of  

the Eleanor Murray residents  

supporting the work, there would 

have been no reason to have  

carried on as long as we did. The 

hall and manse were taken over by 

the Presbytery Project for the 

Aged and converted into what is 

today known as the Eleanor  

Murray Residence.  From 2017 

the Congregation no longer met 

for divine worship in the church 

building, but instead meet, by 

courtesy of the House Mother, in 

the lounge of Eleanor Murray.  

The church building is let out to 

the Grace Christian Church. 

(Assembly of God). 

About 35 years ago, Presbytery 

appointed the Rev. Kees Jongeleen 

as the Interim Moderator of the 

congregation and is still the  

Interim Moderator.  

Due to man/woman power being 

virtually non-existent (we haven’t 
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 Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

ACCOMMODATION 

Lavender Cottage in McGregor offers a 

tranquil stay at the top end of the  

village in its  

Thyme Out Self-catering and  

Rosemary & Thyme B&B units. 

Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /  

082 871 1114;  mariana@joyofgiving.co.za 

had a proper Treasurer since 

2015), the Congregation is to close 

down on 30 June 2018. Presbytery 

has appointed the Rev. Dave Smit 

of Mowbray and Rev. Peter Chap-

man of Gardens to look after the 

spiritual welfare of those residents 

of Eleanor Murray who regularly 

attended the services on a Sunday 

in the Lounge. 

Brian Turner 

'Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all.  
Alfred Lord Tennyson 

Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in 
your life.  Confucius 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Where there is hatred, 
let me sow love. Francis of Assisi 
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Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday 

mornings  in the Lingen Street Hall.  
Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-
nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  Contact Cindy on 0829256414. 
www.kriver.co.za   

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R45 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 

.  Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 

Reliable Technician - Frans vd 
Merwe Fixes stoves, fridges, washing 

machines, etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  
Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 
BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 
her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-
bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant. 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 
for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

Wills drafted free for BPC members  
only. Please contact Van der Linde  

Attorneys 021 949 3619  
for an appointment. 
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