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From the Crow’s Nest 
al Hydrographic Conference and to 
“show the flag”. Myf explains the 
different Easter traditions while Kobus 
shares his encounter with a non-
believer. As a “heads up” from our 
next edition till year end we will be 
using the nine Fruits of the Spirit as 
our monthly theme.  Fluit, fluit my 
storie is uit. 

A Blessed Easter to one and all. 
 
Dieu Benisse and stay 
safe,  

Yours aye,   
Frank 
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Greetings my BPC family, 

Easter is meant to be a symbol of 
hope, renewal and new life according 
to Janine di Giovanni.  Our very own 
Rod says Easter is not an event to be 
commemorated.  It is a reality to be 
lived. Our theme for March is Easter. 
Eish! those strategically placed marsh-
mallow eggs that temptingly beckon 
one at the end of the supermarket 
aisles.  On that vein I fondly remember 
my eldest son’s very first Easter egg.  
It was also the first time that he had 
tasted chocolate or  a sugary treat of 
any kind for that matter.  I have the 
cutest photograph of him and his 
cousin, both their faces covered in 
chocolate.  Needless to say that all 
that ingested sugar and cocoa did not 
sit well with the stomach of the young 
lad. Hot cross buns, or the now politi-
cally correct term “spiced buns” as not 
to offend, and that Cape favourite 
pickled fish will soon be added to our 
Easter shopping baskets.  Looking 
back it struck me that on two occa-
sions I have spent Easter at sea during 
long deployments.  The first was in 
1971 en route back home from France 
escorting our first submarine to the 
RSA.  Then again in 1992 sailing to 
Monaco on the survey ship  SAS PRO-
TEA, affectionately known as the 
“White Lady” to attend the Internation-
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends 
EASTER is not an event to 
be commemorated. It is a 
reality to be lived! 
I can’t remember where I 
first read that or by whom 
it was written (I think 
Lloyd Ogilvie once minister 
of the excellent Hollywood 
Presbyterian Church in Cal-
ifornia) but it lives in my 
heart and soul as the most 
accurate description of 
Easter. 
In his brief visit back here 
earlier this month Patrick 
Dunn and I were talking 
about influences in our 
lives: some of the things 
that have captured us and 
by which we live and, per-
haps, by which we are 
known or remembered. 
For example, Bluey Bluett, 
former Elder of BPC and 
General Manager of Saf-
marine, and recipient of a 
State President Award for 
Meritorious Service was 

known for just that: an 
ability to serve others no 
matter how menial the 
task. Bluey, put his faith to 
work in service. 
Also, other saints of BPC 
now in heaven, John & Dor-
othy Bissett: man, they 
could pray! They knew who 
they were talking to and 
their prayers covered you 
in God’s love. 
The Resurrection of Jesus 
of Nazareth has captured 
my heart and soul. And 
when I read that “God, who 
raised the Lord Jesus from 
the dead will raise us al-
so” (1 Cor 6:14) I am twice 
captured. My life is under-
pinned and encapsulated 
by the Resurrection. Pas-
sages about the Resurrec-
tion, even sentences and 
the word “resurrection” 
leap out at me from Scrip-
ture, each one bringing joy 
and highlighting the love of 
God for me. 
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I believe in the Resurrec-
tion of the dead and life 
everlasting. And the fact 
of both simply make up 
the central core of my be-
ing, my identity. 
Paul writes so much of the 
New Testament and what 
made him begin to preach 
and teach, what made him 
travel to foreign and distant 
lands to preach was, as he 
put it, “the fact that God 
raised Jesus from the 
dead” (Acts 13:34). He was 
badly and repeatedly perse-
cuted. Why? He fearlessly 
preached the fact that God 
raised Jesus from the dead. 
It seems astounding that 
people would get so angry, 
and so violent over the 
claim that it is a fact God 
raised Jesus from the dead. 
But it was the implications 
of that fact that caused the 
trouble. 
To say “Caesar is Lord” as 
all the Roman Empire did (a 
bit like “Heil Hitler”) meant 
you were giving Caesar to-
tal authority: 1st over all. So 
to now say Jesus is Lord and 
to offer proof by stating the 

fact of his death and resur-
rection was a head-on colli-
sion with the authorities. 
And everyone knew Caesar, 
and all the Emperors of 
Rome would die and lie 
dead forever. So the Resur-
rection One must be greater 
than Caesar. 
And now that it was a fact 
that God raised Him from 
the dead, all the teachings 
and sayings of Jesus took on 
an authority beyond any-
one else’s. This had never 
happened before. The mira-
cles were magnificent, mar-
vellous and moving but 
they only point, each in 
their own small way, to the 
Resurrection. 
And the Resurrection of Je-
sus made His statements “If 
you believe in me you will 
never die. And if you be-
lieve in me and die You will 
live again (John 11:25-26) 
facts! He said “I am the Res-
urrection and the 
Life” (John 11) and “I hold 
the keys to death and the 
world of the dead” (Rev 1) 
and we can believe that 
now because He was raised 
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from the dead. 
All of my life now I see 
through the twin lenses of 
Christ was raised and I will 
be raised. As a result I be-
lieve all things can be made 
new. All things can be beau-
tiful again, or for the first 
time! All relationships can 
be healed. And death 
(however painful) is quite 
simply not the end. 
As C S Lewis wrote “Death is 
not the end. It is not even 
the beginning of the end. It 
is only the end of the begin-
ning” because of the fact of 
the Resurrection. 
I hope you will join me dur-
ing Easter week from Palm 
Sunday (25 March) and 
through Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings of Holy Week, and 
Good Friday morning to 
think again about what 
Christ has done, what God 
the Father has done 
through Christ and about 
what the Holy Spirit is do-
ing in us now by the power 
of the Resurrection. 
And I hope you will come to 
worship on Easter Day 
(Sunday 1 April) dressed in 
white, and celebrate with 
all of us the fact 
God raised the Lord Jesus 
And He will raise  
us also. 
All my love, 
Always 
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 Church Diary 
MARCH 

4th MES 10th Anniversary Celebrations 

6th Session meets. 

13th Presbytery meets. 

14th BPC DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING 

14th Deadline for April BellPress 

17th Widows’, Divorcees’ & Senior Singles’ Lunch 

18th CONTEMPLATIVE WORSHIP at 7 00pm. 

21st Human Rights Day - Office Closed 

25th PALM SUNDAY  

25th Holy Communion celebrated at all Services. 

29th MAUNDY THURSDAY 

30th GOOD FRIDAY 
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MARCH Birthday Greetings 

1 Andrea Lintnaar 
 Sharon Myburgh 
 Stan Rowland 
 
4 Cynthia de Villiers 
 Payton Lerm 
 Annabel Pretorius 
 
6 John Fourie 
 Kees Jongeleen 
 Lydia Lombardi 
 
7 Milné van Leeuwen 
 
8 Vickie Bruwer 
 Peggy Munn 
 Denise Stassen 
 
9 Herman Huisamen 
 
10 Angelique Rowland 
 Corinne Swanepoel 
 
11 Edward Rowland 
 Carine Sao Emani 
 Matthew van der 
 Westhuizen 
 
13 Cecile Marais 
 Tania Mathys 
 Steven Onana 
 Erhardt von Solms 
 

14 Matthew  
 Bauermeister 
 Hermonie Rowland 
 
15 Olivia de Jager 
 Luzaan Swanepoel 
 Cheryl Venter 
 
16 Cara Jane Botha 
 Catherine Coetzee 
 Glen Gie 
 
17 Val Conradie 
 Elsabé Kleynhans 
 Rachel van Zijl 
 (Lamb) 
 
18 Dennis de Krielen 
 
19 Estelle Strydom 
 
20 Richard Emery 
 Molemo Leokaoke 
 Suki Lock 
 
21 Yvette Conradie 
 Richard Pienaar 
 
23 Esmé van Buuren 
 
24 Danie du Toit 
 Jeandré Kotze 
 

25 Lesley Leo 
 
26 Anne Raubenheimer 
 Lehan von Solms 
 
27 Lisa Bruwer 
 John Groves 
 
28 Edward Turner 
 
29 Matthew Brown 
 JP Human 
 Len Judelsohn 
 Shareshnee Naidoo 
 Mieke Rothuysen 
 Emily Sturlic 
 Ann Tiran 
 
30 Henda Calitz 
 Adam de Lange 
 Joey Hancock 
 
31 Arnaud Goldsmith
 Tommi Milakovic
 Espérance Rulinda 
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Thank you, Helen! 

 At the end of 
last year, our 
Children’s  
Ministry  
Co-ordinator 
for the past 3 
years decided 

to take a well-earned rest. You’ll 
understand why when I explain 
the story of her work in BPC  
Sunday School/Super School/
Children’s Ministry. 

Helen Oosthuizen, married to 
Gary and daughter in law to  
Coen and Joan, joined BPC 20 
years ago when she married 
Gary (BPC gain, Methodist loss!) 
By 2008 their family had grown 
with the arrival of Anthony and 
Kaylee who attended the Sunday 
School. Helen saw a need there 
for someone to play the piano 
and took up the challenge much 
to the relief of the teachers and 
Sunday School leader at the 
time.  A little later she saw the 
need for more Sunday School 

teachers and took up the chal-
lenge of teaching Grades 1 and 2 
for a number of years.  As time 
went on she saw a need for 
someone to lead worship with 
the older children in Grades 6 
and 7 and moved on to fill the 
gap. This was often combined 
with teaching a class when a 
teacher was absent. At the start 
of 2015, Children’s Ministry 
needed a new leader. Again, Hel-
en saw the need and made her-
self available to take the position 
with very happy teachers, par-
ents and Rod and Tony cheering 
in the background.  Sunday 
School superintendents (leaders) 
are gold – hard to find but once 
found, a treasure that no one 
wants to let go of. Helen has 
worked tirelessly in this position 
for 3 years and after a total of 10 
years in Children’s ministry,  
decided to take a well - deserved 
rest at the end of last year. 

You’ll notice the phrase “saw the 
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need and took up the challenge/
filled the gap” is used several 
times in the above paragraph. 
What it points to is a person 
who’s listening to God and when 
the need arises, responds to the 
challenge, trusting God for guid-
ance. Because Helen says she 
never felt ready to do any of 
these jobs in the Sunday School! 
“Why didn’t I say no? Because I 
knew I could do it with God’s 
help.” In doing so, she has 
blessed countless children, par-
ents and teachers.  

Helen describes herself as a 
“children person” – she says 
they’re willing to l earn, forgive 
easily and allow you to be your-
self. One of the highlights has 
been leading the children in wor-
ship because their child like won-
der makes it easy to teach them 
about God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit. Another blessing was being 
involved in the Sunday School 
while her children attended and 
enjoying the privilege of watching 
their development and growth in 
the Lord.  

Under Helen’s leadership, regu-
larly bringing the children into 

church for worship and Holy  
Communion with their parents 
became part of their calendar.  
A Sunday School Picnic (including 
the whole church) took place in 
the first term, followed by a Fami-
ly Fun Sunday for children and 
their parents in the second term.  
A Sunday School Movie morning 
was enjoyed during the 3rd term 
with the Prizegiving and Nativity 
Concert finishing up the 4th term.  
Helen loved the opportunity to 
find her creative side (and using 
her practical gifts and good com-
mon sense) when designing and 
producing the Nativity Concerts 
over the last 4 years and I know 
that anyone who saw and en-
joyed these, was amazed to see 
what our children are capable of! 
(A little bird says that Helen will 
be happy to assist with producing 
the Nativity Concert this year – 
yay!) 

I asked Helen what she had 
learned about herself during  
her 10 year stint in Children’s 
ministry: 

 “My perceptions of leadership 
changed and I learned if some-
one takes the lead, others will 
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follow. Seeing leadership in the 
Sunday School first taught me a 
lot.  The key was to step up when 
the time came and discover  
leadership in myself”. 

“I learned to work with adults – 
the parents and the teachers. 
But realised what I was good at 
and that was working with the 
children”. 

Thoughts about our Children’s 
ministry going forward? 

“We need more parents (and 
grandparents) to be involved in 
reading and teaching the Bible 
regularly to their children at 
home. Then our job would be 
complementary and not stand 
alone.  

We need more motivation from 
our parents to join Children’s 
ministry, duties ranging from 
teaching, leading, interacting 
with the children as they arrive 
and settle down, “toilet run”, 
help with special events such as 
the Picnic and Fun Day etc. We 
need their ideas, their presence 
and their support. The best  
model for a child is to see what 
mom and dad do – and worship-

ping regularly, taking interest in 
the Children’s ministry and for 
some, becoming actively in-
volved, will be the key to your 
child’s commitment and love for 
the Lord, His Word and other 
children”.  

And so what will Helen do with 
her “free” time? For starters 
she’s enjoying being able to wor-
ship with her family in church for 
a change. And take time off over 
weekends to enjoy hiking with 
the family.  She already runs a 
highly successful Maths School 
and says this job is her passion 
that keeps her energised. She 
describes herself as a “worker 
ant” so I guess she’ll be on the 
look out for something new be-
fore too long – we hope. 

From your BPC family, we say 
thank you, Helen, for all you’ve 
done in so many ways. You are 
truly “blessed to be a blessing”.  

Submitted by Mandy Botsis 
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Fusion Youth 
Where: Durbanville Presbyterian Church 
When: Fridays from 19:30 – 22:00 

Who: Everyone between grades 8 & 12. 

Website: https://www.facebook.com/pg/Fusion-Youth-
322042561627691/about/?ref=page_internal 
 

Founded in late 2009, Fusion Youth is a collaborative effort between the 
Bellville and Durbanville Presbyterian Churches running at Durbanville 
Presbyterian Church. We have recently launched our new look and a 
new programme. We aim to be a place where anyone feels welcome. We 
aim to keep our family atmosphere, a place where teenagers feel at 
HOME and where parents feel at peace sending their children every Fri-
day. Please feel welcome to visit. We can’t wait to meet you! 

Our goal is for young people to begin to discover God’s unconditional 
love for themselves, their friends, their families and their community. 
We are set on helping them develop an intimate relationship with Jesus 
and see the purpose of God unfold in their lives. 

The Friday nights are centred around worship, teaching, connection and 
creating avenues where young people can develop relationships with 
others -  no matter who they are, where they are from and what they do 
or have done. Through relationships with the youth leaders, we are see-
ing young people’s futures changed and molded, based on Godly princi-
ples, with hearts turned to Jesus! 

Come and join every Friday night from 19h30 – 22h00. If you need 
any more info, contact us on fusionyouth412@gmail.com or Emma 
on 082 091 0939. 



12 

  

In the Family 

Congratulations to Kelly de Boelpaep and Dain Winsnes on their 
recent engagement ... 

and congratulations to Patrick and Claudia van Eyssen on the arrival 
of Daniel, their second son on 6th February! And another grandchild 
for Patrick and Jill!  

THE STORY OF EASTER - FOR LITTLE ONES 

Based on Luke 22-24 & Mark 14-16 

1. After dinner, Jesus goes to the garden to pray. He knows 

something is going to happen. 

2. Some men come to take Jesus away. 

3. They dress him in a purple robe and a crown of thorns.  

Jesus carries a cross up the hill. 

4. Jesus dies on the cross.  Darkness comes over all the earth. 

5. Jesus’ body is laid in a tomb.  A big stone is rolled against 

the door. 

6. The next morning Mary and some other women come to 

the tomb and find that the stone has rolled away! It is 

empty! Where is Jesus? 

7. An angel appears and says, 

 “ He is Risen!”       

        dwellintheland.com 
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Youth Zone 

We caught up with three more of 
our young members this month, 
who all seem to be finding their 
feet successfully in the adult world, 
and, next month, Estelle le Roux 
will tell us what she’s been up to in 
the past year since leaving school: 

After matriculating at Jan van Rie-
beeck High School, Connor Ayl-
ward completed his studies as a 
draughtsman and then worked for 
WO Trackworks for a year. During 
that time, he was sent to Saudi Ara-
bia for four months, which was a 
wonderful and educational experi-
ence for him. In January 2017 he 
started working for Whipfire in 
Brackenfell, where he designs fire 
prevention systems for buildings. 
He enjoys this job very much. 

Arno Swanepoel was confirmed at 
BPC in 2012 and matriculated from 
Jan Kriel School in 2013, after 
which he started a panel-beating 
apprenticeship. When Dad Kobus 
fell ill in February 2015, Arno decid-
ed it was time to join the family 
business his father had started for 
the two boys. ADK Alignment (for 
Arno, Dewalt and Kobus) provides 
mobile wheel alignment services 
for companies with trucks, buses 
and trailers.  Since then Arno has 
gained the respect and trust of the 

customers. He still lives at home, 
and although he has been in a 
steady relationship for 3 years, 
there are no major plans for the 
future just yet.   Because of the 
long working hours, which include 
most weekends, he hasn’t been 
able to continue playing rugby, but 
has developed a new interest…
fresh water fishing, much to the 
disgust of Mom Sharon, who has 
banned all smelly fishing equip-
ment from the house! 

Nico Pretorius, whom you will re-
member for his regular updates on 
Youth activities during Good News, 
and as a member of the worship 
team, on the keyboard, has sent us 
the following update: 

“Since matriculating from Fairmont 
at the end of 2013, I have been 
studying Mechanical Engineering at 
Stellenbosch University, after 
which I hope to work in either the 
car industry or motor sport, with 
my ultimate dream being Formula 
1. This dream stems from a hobby 
turned somewhat obsession with 
slot cars that my dad and I shared. 
It started small, with a single box 
set. A while later, my uncle gave 
me a Ferrari Formula 1 slot car, 
which sparked my interest in For-
mula 1. When I was at high school, 
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watching Top Gear increased my 
interest in cars. 

“As I was involved in EXIT (the BPC/
DPC youth group) throughout my 
high school years and became very 
close friends with many of those 
involved, I have naturally stayed 
somewhat connected with the 
youth group, despite not being able 
to attend very often due to my 
studies.  

“I also began attending Stellen-
bosch United Church (SUC) where 
Tony Robinson is now the minister. 
Having grown up in BPC I had got 
to know Tony very well through 
Confirmation, EXIT and being in-
volved in worship from time to 
time. I joined SUC’s “Young Adult” 
home group, headed by Tony, 
along with Andrew Snyders, who 
was appointed as the Youth Minis-
ter at SUC for 2017. 

“Towards the end of 2017, Andrew 
roped me in to join the worship 
team for the Presbyterian Summer 
Camp held at Simonsberg in De-
cember. This has since led to my 
becoming involved in the youth 
group once again. At the start of 
2018, we relaunched the BPC/DPC 
youth group as Fusion Youth, with 
a revised structure and new ambi-
tions. 

“Over the past few years, I have 
learned that life never stops. When 
it’s busy, it gets busier. When it’s 
hard, it gets harder. So sometimes 
we just need a break. Personally, I 

like good coffee, and I’m spoiled 
for choice in Stellenbosch, as you 
can get great coffee even on a stu-
dent budget. Many of us go for cof-
fee with a friend, whether it’s be-
cause life is getting the better of us 
or just because you and that friend 
need a catch-up. 

“So now I ask, when last did you 
literally have coffee with Jesus? 
Personally, I sit on my windowsill 
and look at the mountains (I’m for-
tunate to have a FANTASTIC view of 
them from my flat) and talk as 
though Jesus were sitting next to 
me.  Yes, I’m sure people do think 
I’m crazy, but then again, I’ve al-
ways thought that to be a Christian, 
we have to be a bit crazy! You see, 
sometimes I feel we get so caught 
up in our daily lives and going to 
church and getting really in-depth 
and complicated with our faith, 
that we forget that Jesus isn’t actu-
ally that far away, and that some-
times we just need to have a chat 
to Him.” 

Thank you to these young people 
and their parents who were willing 
to take time to share with us. May 
the grace of Jesus continue to be 
with you. 

Estelle Strydom 
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POEMS FOR EASTER 
O sad-faced mourners, who each day 
are wending 

Through churchyard paths of cypress 
and of yew, 

Leave for today the low graves you are 
tending, 

And lift your eyes to God’s eternal 
blue! 

It is no time for bitterness or sadness; 

Choose Easter lilies, not pale  
asphodels; 

Let your souls answer the caress of 
gladness, 

And answer the sweet chime of Easter 
bells, 

If Christ were still within the grave’s 
low prison, 

A captive of the Enemy we dread; 

If from that rotting cell He had not  
risen, 

Who then could dry the gloomy tears 
you shed? 

If Christ were dead there would be 
need to sorrow, 

But He is risen and vanquished death 
today; 

Hush, then your sighs, if only till  
tomorrow, 

At Easter give your grief a holiday. 

Mary Riley Smith H 

‘Twas by a path of sorrow drear 

Christ entered into rest; 

And shall I look for roses here, 

Or think that earth is blessed? 

Heaven’s whitest lilies blow 

From Earth’s sharp crown of woe: 

Who here his cross can meekly bear, 

Shall wear the kingly purple there. 

Anon 

“Easter blessings 
All life’s sacrifices like autumn 
leaves 
awaken our senses 
and power to love and be whole 
Our Mother Earth, Our Father Sky 
embraces our happiness and  
laughter 
Praise be to freedom and life’s  
seasons 
Praise be to Christ’s freedom song” 
  
 Ramon Ravenswood   
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EASTER QUOTES 

According to the laws of legal evidence used in courts of law, there is more 
evidence for the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ than for just 
about any other event in history. (Harvard Law Professor Dr. Simon Greenleaf) 
 
But with Christ, we have access in a one-to-one relationship, for, as in the Old 
Testament, it was more one of worship and awe, a vertical relationship. The 
New Testament, on the other hand, we look across at a Jesus who looks famil-
iar, horizontal. The combination is what makes the Cross. (Bono) 
 
A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the 
good of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world.  
It was a perfect act. (Mahatma Gandhi) 
 
God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it 
was God saying to the world, 'I love you.' (Billy Graham) 
 
The best proof that Christ has risen is that he is still alive. And for the immense 
majority of our contemporaries, the only way of seeing him alive is for us 
Christians to love one another. (Louis Evely) 
 
The tomb of Christ is famous because of what it DOES NOT CONTAIN.  
(Sam Morris) 
 
 We live and die; Christ died and lived! (John Stott) 
 
The first thing that stuck in the minds of the disciples was not the empty tomb, 
but rather the empty grave clothes - undisturbed in form and position.  
(Josh McDowell) 
 
We focus on Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday, but we forget to pause in 
the stillness of the day between. Find time today to be present in that place of 
waiting. There is treasure to be found in the sacred peace that comes as you 
breathe in that place of quiet surrender. Don’t rush through the space called 
“Between.”  
(Katherine J. Walden) 
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 Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

 

 

 

EASTER ANAGRAMS 
Set Era 

Segregate 

Nearby tunes 

Obese tenant 

Bush consorts 

Bring Psalms 

The sad voyeurs 

New day shades 

Any mud slap 

A dry dusty human 

Purest pals 

Diary of God 

The sage men 

I occur in fix 

Risen, to recur 

Unready asset 

Whole key 

It glorifies value 

SOLUTION ON PAGE 26 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Easter traditions 
We all know that the celebration of 
Easter lies at the heart of Christian 
belief: that Christ died for us and 
was resurrected on the third day. 
The word ‘Easter’ is derived from 
an ancient Indo-European word 
meaning ‘to rise’. The Anglo-Saxons’ 
dawn goddess was ‘Eastre’ whose 
festival was held in the spring, so 
the early Christians in Europe re-
placed this festival with Easter. 

The practice of associating this 
time with rabbits and eggs is as a 
result of these symbolising fertility 
and rebirth. However, not all coun-
tries follow this tradition. Many 
have their own unique celebra-
tions. 
In the city of Jerusalem where Jesus 
was crucified Christians celebrate 
Good Friday by walking the same 
path Jesus did on the day He was 
nailed to the cross. To realise the 
pain He felt on the day, some of 
those who participate carry a cross 
with them.  

On Easter Sunday, many pilgrims 
attend a church service at the tomb 
where it is believed that Jesus was 
buried. On Good Friday the Pope 
commemorates the Via Crucis (Way 
of the Cross) at the Colosseum: a 

huge cross with burning torches 
illuminates the sky as the Stations 
of the Cross are described in sever-
al languages. Mass is celebrated on 
the evening of Holy Saturday, and 
on Easter Sunday, thousands of 
visitors congregate in St Peter’s 
Square to await the Pope’s blessing 
from the church’s balcony. 
In Finland, children go begging in 
the streets with sooty faces and 
scarves around their heads, carry-
ing broomsticks, coffeepots and 
bunches of willow twigs. In some 
parts of Western Finland, people 
burn bonfires, a Nordic tradition 
stemming from the belief that the 
flames ward off witches who fly 
around on brooms between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. Mean-
while in nearby Norway it is a pop-
ular time for Norwegians to read 
crime novels as publishers come 
out with special crime thrillers 
known as paaskektimmen. 

Staying in northern Europe, pour-
ing water on one another is a 
Polish Easter tradition called Smi-
gus-Dyngus, meaning ‘wet Mon-
day’. On Easter Monday, boys try to 
drench girls with buckets of water, 
squirt water guns or use anything 
they can get their hands on. The 
refreshing tradition has its origins 
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KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE APRIL 
MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 2018 Ed ! ! 

in the baptism of Polish Prince 
Mieszko on Easter Monday in 966 
AD. 

A much friendlier custom takes 
place in the southern French town 
of Haux. Each year on Easter Mon-
day a giant omelette using 4 500 
eggs is fed to about a thousand 
people in the town’s main square. 
When Napoleon and his army were 
travelling through the south of 
France, they stopped in the small 
town and ate omelettes. Napoleon 
enjoyed his so much that he or-
dered the town’s people to gather 
their eggs and make a giant ome-
lette for his army the next day. 

On Holy Thursday in the medieval 
town of Verges, Spain, the tradi-
tional ‘dansa de la mort’ or ‘death 

dance’ is performed. To re-enact 
scenes from the Passion, everyone 
dresses in skeleton costumes and 
parades through the streets. The 
procession ends with frightening 
skeletons carrying boxes of ashes. 
The macabre dance begins at mid-
night and continues for three hours 
into the early morning of Good Fri-
day. 

Maybe fighting your way through 
aisles of chocolate bunnies and 
overpriced Easter eggs is prefera-
ble after all! 

[Source: httpps://
www.womansday.com] 
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Ultimate Strange Views 

Last weekend, while sitting on the 
sea-view veranda of my guesthouse 
in Swakopmund, a German tourist 
couple asked to sit at my table, as it 
had the only available chairs.  Of 
course, I had no problem and my 
hospitality immediately paid off 
when they asked if I would like to 
join them in having one of Namib-
ia’s popular drinks made from hobs 
and barley.  At first, the conversa-
tion was all about how they enjoyed 
their safari and desert drives and 
now the cooler temperature in 
Swakopmund.  They were from  
Munich where he works for a well-
known German car manufacturer 
and it was their second visit to  
Namibia to escape the European 
winter.  When they wanted to know 
where I hail from, I explained that I 
am from the suburbs of Cape Town 
and belong to the Bellville Presby-
terian church.  For many years, I 
have been in the habit, when meet-
ing new people, of mentioning that I 
belong to the Presbyterian Church 
as I feel that says something about 
who I am and what my line of think-
ing on many subjects would be. 

Well, I did not expect the next ques-
tion coming from him, which was 
along the lines of: “Why would any-
one place their faith and trust in a 
man who lived 2 000 years ago?”  
Followed by “Why would anyone be 
a Christian?”  To play for time, I 
took a sip of the golden yellow  
liquid in front of me, which was now 
extra bitter.   I hate this sort of 
question simply because I am not 
equipped to answer it well.  In the 
past I have found that believers 
need no evidence to believe in God 
while no amount of evidence is  
sufficient for the sceptic, or non-
believer.  However, there is no run-
ning away from it as Peter reminds 
us that we should always be pre-
pared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks why we place our hope in 
Him.  Peter also says we should  
answer with respect and gentleness 
– well, that is even more difficult for 
me.  For a moment, I felt like Paul 
standing in front of King Agrippa.   

As an icebreaker I told him that in 
his first question, he admitted that 
Jesus was born and did live here on 
earth – even if it was 2 000 years 
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ago.  I also told him that the ques-
tion must be important enough for 
him to have asked; is he perhaps 
worried about his happiness here on 
earth and his life after death?  No, 
he is not, came the answer; he is as 
happy as Larry.  Whoever Larry is.  
In any case, I said, the question: 
“Why be a Christian?” is a Bible 
question and the answers therefore 
can only be found in the Bible.  I 
asked him if he has done bad things 
in the past; deeds which he feels 
guilty about; “Yes, sure”, he said.  
“Do not worry”, I say, “we are all 
imperfect but as a Christian, I can 
trust in God that I will be forgiven 
for my bad deeds and sins.  Who will 
forgive your imperfections?” 

He ignored my question and said: 
“You sound like an apologist”.  My 
reply to this “accusation” was that I 
wish I were because Peter instruct-
ed us all to be apologists.  The last 
thing that I am equipped to do is 
explain the historical facts and logic 
of Christianity to the non-believer 
sitting in front of me.  People like 
him should read CS Lewis and GK 
Chesterson but then, how does one 
get them to do that?   

However, in an effort to be some-
sort-of an apologist I said that he 
should counter my argument that 
the beautiful nature, mountains and 

wild life that he and his wife have 
been experiencing are all the work 
of God.  Who else could have made 
the pink gecko, which lives in the 
Namib dessert, and survives by 
drinking the water from his own 
eyes?  Without giving him a chance 
to answer, I told him that only a 
Creator like God could have the 
greatness to create an insignificant 
gecko with such ability.  On the 
back of the glass coaster, I wrote: 
Psalm 33:6; and told him to read it 
in the Gideon’s Bible in his room.   

Moreover, because I suspected he 
would not, I told him that’s where 
the psalmist says that God made the 
heavens by His mighty Word and 
the starry host by the breath of His 
mouth.  He did not answer me but 
threw another, what he thought, 
curved ball at me by asking, “What 
has God done for you that you have 
such blind believe in him?”  What an 
easy question for any Christian but 
first I explained to him some  
Hebrew names given to God which 
explain the nature of my God and 
what He does for me. 

Jehovah Jirah – God who Provides 

Jehovah-Rohi – The Lord my  
Shepherd 

Jehovah-Rophe – The Lord my  
Healer 
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For a moment Peter’s advice about 
gentleness and respect flashed 
through my mind but then I 
thought, not a damn, I am going to 
give it to him.  Therefore, I asked 
him if he knows what worshipping 
God is.  “No”, he doesn’t know as 
he has never done it.  “Well, let me 
tell you.  For me worshipping God is 
expressing adoration and thanksgiv-
ing with a redeemed heart. A heart, 
which only desires Him alone.  God 
deserves my worship, not for what 
He has done for me, but for who He 
is.  I am very aware that if God has 
given me what I deserve, I would be 
a good candidate for Hell.  I have 
received many worldly gifts from 
God but the ultimate gift, for which 
I praise and thank Him, is the gift of 
salvation, which I know will last for-
ever.  Saving my soul from sin and 
its consequences”.  To rub it in, I 
said, with a smile: “Did you know 
that God sent His only Son, Jesus, 
to suffer and die for your and my 
sins on the cross?”  “Yes”, he has 
heard the story. “Well, you had  
better believe it, as it is true.” 

His reply, to this monologue of 
mine, was that I look relaxed when 
I speak about such a “heavy” sub-
ject.  Aha, another opening.  “Yes, 
of course I am relaxed about the 

subject.  Being a Christian comes 
with advantages; as a matter of 
fact, a life with only advantages.  
Christians are personally connected 
to Jesus, which means you have a 
helping companion for life.  For me 
personally it also means peace and 
rest – a life without anxiety.  Filled 
with happiness”. 

The result of this “intense” conver-
sation was that he phoned the Jetty 
1905 restaurant to add another 
place setting to their table, which, 
they had reserved three weeks ago, 
from Munich.  Because I know  
Proverbs warn against gorging on 
meat, I stuck to tempura prawns for 
a starter and peppercorn crusted 
seared tuna for mains. 

Betaal ou pal, betaal; en hou jou 

bek van goed wat jy nie weet nie. 

Watching God at Work. 

Kobus MULDER 
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SPREAD THE WORD 

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO MISSIONARIES 

Our missionaries were thrilled to receive a lovely monetary gift 
from BPC for Christmas (R2500 respectively to the Kritzingers, the 
Liprinis and Marlene G) and expressed their heartfelt thanks in 
letters to Session and the members of BPC. 

We thank the Lord and our members for enabling BPC to be a 
blessing and answering prayers. 

PRAYER WALKING WITH YOUR HUSBAND/WIFE/FRIEND 

Karen O’Connor writes, “Today prayer walking has become a  
popular trend, but when my husband, Charles and I started (more 
than 20 years ago), I’d never heard of it! We just did what we’d 
been doing - taking a walk together. The difference is, we put our 
prayer time into our walk instead of waiting until our walk had 
ended before praying together.”  Prayer walking is not only 
good exercise; it also has the potential to strengthen your 
spiritual life as a couple. Jordan Monson writes in an article  
titled, ‘Private Prayer walk: Why not pray outside?’:  “Go for a  
prayer walk, Yes, even in winter”.  Jordan is talking here about 
prayer walking as a single person, but what about prayer walking 
as a couple? 

So, what is prayer walking? “A person (or couple) does a prayer 
walk by walking around a neighbourhood or place of employment 
praying to God, and asking Him to influence the people in that 
place. To anyone watching, they would think that you are simply 
walking around. Your eyes are open and you are not necessarily 
talking aloud, so it is not disruptive or intrusive. 
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You can take along a prayer sheet or nothing at all. Pray Scripture. 
Carry a copy of God’s Word with you as you prayer walk and read 
it out loud. You can take turns, one reading a verse and the other 
prayer walker praying a prayer based on the content of that verse. 
Then proceed to the next verse and so on. Base your petitions and 
praise on selected passages, e.g. Paul’s prayers, etc. 

You may decide to get up an hour earlier and get out of the house 
where there would be no distractions. The practice of combining 
physical and spiritual exercise, immediately invigorates relation-
ships as God is found more and more on a prayer walk. 

At first, you may feel self-conscious about praying in a public area. 
The fact is, joggers and walkers are as involved in their own rou-
tines as you are in yours!  One of the couple might mention a con-
cern regarding one of their children or mother or colleague. The 
other would pray. Then perhaps take turns praying for one an-
other’s families, church friends, neighbours etc. 

Do not quit your prayer walking effort too quickly. Persevere in 
prayer!  Scripture makes it clear that Satan was defeated at the 
Cross (1 John 3:8). We must press on with the battle until we see 
in the physical realm what God has shown us to be His desire in 
the spiritual realm. 

IDEA: Whether you are at home or on holiday, if possible, pray at 
areas of local interest, e.g. police stations, hospitals, clinics, traffic 
departments, schools etc. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you how you 
can bless the people at these places in  
practical ways.” 
Extract from Jericho Walls :11 December2017 

Katie and Deirdré 
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Who is the Easter Bunny's favourite movie actor? Rabbit De Niro!  

What do you call ten rabbits marching backwards? A receding hareline. 

What's big and purple and hugs your Easter basket? The Easter Barney! 

What do you get when you cross a rabbit with an oyster?    
The oyster bunny. 

What kind of jewellery do rabbits wear? 14 carrot gold. 

What's the difference between a bunny and a lumberjack?           
One chews and hops, the other hews and chops. 

ANAGRAM SOLUTION 

Set Era Easter 

Segregate Easter Egg 

Nearby tunes Easter Bunny 

Obese tenant Easter Bonnet 

Bush consorts Hot Cross Buns 

Bring Psalms Spring Lambs 

The sad voyeurs  Shrove Tuesday 

New day shades Ash Wednesday 

Any mud slap Palm Sunday 

A dry dusty  
human Maundy Thursday 

Purest pals Last Supper 

Diary of God Good Friday 

The sage men Gethsemane 

I occur in fix Crucifixion 

Risen, to recur Resurrection 

Unready asset Easter Sunday 

Whole key Holy Week 

It glorifies  
value Religious festival 
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Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning  

classes. Tuesday mornings  
in the Lingen Street Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 
0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-
nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

.  Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 
Reliable Technician  

Frans vd Merwe  

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, 
etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  
Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 
BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 
her on 072 517 1051 or  
jeanlombard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant. 

Woodwork - For all your built-in  
cupboards / refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 
0219193122 or 0827292725 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 
for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 



28 


