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Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

  

 Prov 12:20 Deceit is in the hearts of those who plot evil, but 
those who promote peace have joy. 

  

Rom 12:18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,  

live at peace with everyone. 

  

1 Pet 3:9-11  9Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult.  
On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would 
love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and 
their lips from deceitful speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do 
good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 

  

 Prov 16:7 When the LORD takes pleasure in anyone’s way, 
he causes their enemies to make peace with them. 
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From  
the Crows Nest 

role. Sadly for me a once in a lifetime 
experience in my military career 
missed.  Shall we ever know universal 
peace on earth?  Sadly maybe never 
in my lifetime.  As my all time favour-
ite singer and Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture Laureate Bob Dylan writes “The 
answer my friend is blowin’ in the 
wind”. The 16th May is International 
Day for Living Together in Peace.    

Peace to you my brothers and sisters,  

Yours aye, 

Frank 

Dagsê Vriende, Greetings Friends 

War and Peace - from time immemo-

rial  man has been in conflict with his 
fellow man.  History abounds with 
wars waged between countries 
sparked by religious, ideological and 
many other reasons.  The horrors of 
such conflicts continues to this day  
with displaced persons in refugee 
camps, genocide, lives lost in or  
as a result of combat, often many 
who survive end up disabled, either 
physically or psychologically.  In our 
beloved land we have seen much  
turmoil which continues to this day.   
Despite this, we as South Africans can 
be proud to have no less than four 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates - Albert 
Luthuli in 1960, Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu in 1984 and Presidents 
Nelson Mandela and FW De Klerk  in 
1993.  Rod in his letter mentions the 
Peace sign so popular in the 60s  
and 70s.  While doing my compulsory 
National Service in 1970 I decided to 
carve the sign on the sole of my com-
bat boots.  I would hate to think what 
would have transpired had my peace 
sign been discovered.  In 1999 I  
attended the UN Military Observer 
Course to become part of a Peace-
keeping Mission.   
Regrettably I was not deployed in that 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear friends 
I wonder if you remember 
this symbol: the old 
peace symbol From the 
1960s and 70s.  I was 
hooked on it. 
My conversion to Jesus 
brought me under the  
ministry of 2 ministers  
who both knew that being 
committed to Jesus also 
meant being committed to 
fixing the world; or at least 
doing your bit to fix the part 
of the world where you 
lived. So social action and 
social concern was a given 
as was living a life that 
“Made for peace” and 
“brought peace to others”. 
When I was a student in 
California for a year I wore 
that peace symbol often and 
always signed my name 
“Rod “ I remember well 
the opposition from some 
Christians that the peace 
symbol was a broken cross 
and therefore a denial of 

Christ; that it was a  
demonic symbol of devil 
worship and that any 
thought of “world peace” 
was to buy into the “one 
world system” that would 
force God out of His own 
world and so we should  
reject such ideas and  
symbols. 
Hoo boy! I never agreed to 
“thinking about world 
peace” was doing the devil’s 
work. The symbol has had 
its day and I have always 
felt the Cross is thé symbol 
that will outlast all symbols 
of every kind. And we sing, 
don’t we: “In the Cross of 
Christ I glory towering o’er 
the wrecks of time ”?  
So too the peace of Christ, 
the peace that passes all our 
thinking, the peace that 
“keeps our hearts and 
minds”, His own peace - not 
like the world’s peace - will 
always and in the end be 
the lasting peace. 
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When hell has thrown its 
worst at us the peace from 
the Lord Jesus will still rule 
our hearts for, as Paul puts 
it to us in Colossians  
Chapter 3: 
“We were made for peace” 
And in Ephesians Chapter 2: 
“He, Christ Jesus, is our 
peace”. 
Both Romans (Chapter 12) 
and Hebrews (also Chapter 
12) ask us to “make every 
effort to live in peace with 
everyone” and “as far as it 
depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone”. 
We are made for peace and 
we are invited to give peace 
to others as we have been 
given peace from God. 
But be clear, PEACE is not 
passive; it is not something 
about which you can sit 
back, do nothing and it  
arrives. PEACE is something 
that has to be fetched from 
God’s heart and taken into 
your heart and passed on to 
others wishing them peace 
from the bottom of your 
heart. 
Peace comes from breaking 
down barriers not  

pretending no barrier  
exists. 
Peace happens when I listen 
to the story of what broke 
your heart and I venture to 
tell you what broke mine 
and together we discover 
we need each other and 
that peace is a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Peace is established when 
forgiveness of sins is asked 
and when forgiveness is 
given to us again from the 
bottom of someone’s heart. 
Peace costs! Peace demands 
exercise! (I am so lazy with 
regard to physical exercise. 
My Physical Education 
teacher at school used to 
say: “Botsis, you are so lazy. 
If you needed to turn on a 
lung machine to breathe 
you would die within an 
hour!) Again, peace de-
mands we give up pride,  
get off our high horse, eat 
humble pie, put others first, 
bury the hatchet and refuse 
to cast the first stone. 
Peace also comes from  
letting Jesus be our peace: 
there are times and places 
where we have nothing left  
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to give, nothing left to cling 
to (we sing) and we have to 
rest in Him and discover: 
“Wow, this does not make 
sense but I am at peace 
even though my stomach is 
full of butterflies and I feel 
very afraid”. It is the peace 
which Jesus says “passes 
understanding”. 
I am writing this on the 
10th of April, the night  
before I go to hospital and I 
am in a good place of grace 

and peace. It is His gift. I am 
so glad. 
Please let yourself be led  
into Christ’s peace and if it 
costs you something to live 
at peace with someone else 
in particular, pay the cost. 
Jesus will make it more 
than worth your while. 
Love and peace, 
Your friend, 

 

If we have no peace, it is  
because we have forgotten  

that we belong to each other. 
 

Mother Teresa  Catholic Nun, Missionary, 
Nobel Peace Prize Recipient 
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MAY Birthday Greetings 

2 Elzaan Coetzee 

 Inga Makhambi 

3 Linda Philips 

4 Paula Arnold 

 Benjamin  
 Badenhorst 

 Daniel Badenhorst 

 Nico Pretorius 

 Sarah Swanepoel 

 Helaina Vorster 

5 Isaiah Beukes 

 Thelma Ticha 

6 Dup Davidson 

 Cru Rudman 

7 Megan Mustoe 

 Elma Liebenberg 

 Celeste Milakovic 

8 Timothy Snyders 

11 Michelle Retief 

 Chwayita Sineke 

12 Neil Lambert 

14 Charles Emery 

16 Jordan Abrahams 

 Niel Stanford 

17 Melanie Rowland 

 Precious Ticha 

19 Marietjie van der 
 Merwe 

 Jacqueline Voget 

20 Cynthia Koning 

 Stevo Sturlic 

 Stef Venter 

21 Valda Joubert 

22 Denise Asch 

 Michaela Brown 

 Gerry Snyders 

22 Danielle van  

 Leeuwen 

23 Justine Coldman 

25 Destine Ticha 

26 Darryll Beukes 

27 Fran Britz 

 Jan Brown 

 Cynthia Edgar 

29 Joshua Vorster 

30 Denise de Jager 
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 Youth Zone 
News this month from two of 
our young people: 
 

Jana du Plessis left for a 
new adventure at the end of 
March: she will spend the 
rest of this year working as 
an au pair in the Nether-
lands. She is very happy  
living with her “new family” 
in Baarn, where she cares 
for three boys – 7-year-old 
twins and their 3-year-old 
brother. This involves trans-
porting them to school and 
back by “bakfiets” (a bicycle 
with a passenger compart-
ment), looking after the little 
one on the days when he 
doesn’t attend school and 
doing some laundry and 
cleaning their rooms. She 
has plenty of free time for 
exploring the country and 
socialising with other South 
African au pairs, and is look-
ing forward to visiting Spain 
in a few days’ time. We look 
forward to hearing more 
from her soon! 

 Dr Matthew Swart sent us 
the following: 
“Letter from the foreign 
lands (aka the Eastern Cape) 
When asked at the end of 
2017 where I hoped to go to 
complete my internship as a 
medical doctor, I said, “At 
this point, I would move to 
rural Limpopo, as long as I 
have a job.” This was the  
result of obvious frustration 
with the Department of 
Health for not being able to 
provide enough jobs for all 
the newly qualified doctors, 
which they eventually did, 
albeit it days before the  
New Year. 
When I found out that I 
would be moving to Frere 
Hospital in East London,  
I was actually very excited. 
It had been one of my first 
choices, for no special rea-
sons. I had heard from 
friends who had qualified  
before me that the work  
experience was very good 
and that the lifestyle was 
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more laid back than in the 
bigger cities, so I packed  
my car (my entire life’s  
possessions fitted into a 
Chev Aveo) on the 30th of 
December and drove down 
to the Eastern Cape. 
My first pleasant surprise 
was the greenery in East 
London. Moving from the 
drought-stricken Cape, it 
shouldn’t have come as  
a shock to find greener  
pastures in other parts of 
the country, but I was 
amazed at just how lush the 
Eastern Cape really is. With 
rain falling almost every sin-
gle day of my first month, I 
quickly became used to 
something I had missed  
tremendously the past few 
years in Cape Town: long, 
hot, drawn-out showers. 
I also went to visit a friend of 
mine from university in one 
of the most beautiful places I 
have visited in our country. 
Mdumbi, a tiny hamlet in the 
middle of the Transkei, on a 
hill overlooking the river 
mouth and the sea, is really 
just a bit of God showing off. 
We fished in the river for 
fresh fish to cook, surfed in 
the warmish water and tried 

to make friends with some of 
the locals living there. I even 
saw cows walk on the beach, 
and stop for few minutes to 
take in the beautiful sunrise, 
before continuing on to do 
cow things (presumably  
eating). 
The living situation did take 
a while to get used to at 
first. When I arrived at my 
new workplace on the 1st of 
January, I discovered that  
I was one of two people not 
to be placed in doctor’s 
quarters, the accommoda-
tion provided by the Depart-
ment of Health. I was, how-
ever, lucky enough to know 
the parents of one of my 
best friends from university, 
who offered to take care of 
me until the accommodation 
was sorted, which thankfully 
took only about 2 days. I 
moved into a tiny flat in 
Gonubie, in an apartment 
complex with all the other 
interns, and realised, to my 
dismay, that my new room 
was even smaller than my 
room as a student in my 
“koshuis”. I could almost  
literally stretch out and 
touch the opposite walls. A 
blessing in disguise, I real-
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 ised later, was that I did not 
get along with my new flat-
mate all that well - we didn’t 
fight over anything, we just 
didn’t have that much in 
common and even less to 
say to each other. 
That led to one of the braver 
moments in my life:  
I decided to move into a 
“digs”, an old house, with 
massive rooms, an enor-
mous garden and pool, right 
next to a large river. And to 
make matters even more 
stressful, I moved into it with 
four complete strangers. 
This, however, turned out to 
be one of the best decisions 
that I have made. Pieter, 
Lourens and Tiekie are 
young engineers working for 
Mercedes and Kristie is a 
pharmacist who works for 
the Department of Health. 
And they have turned out to 
be four of the most wel- 
coming and genuinely nice 
people I could have asked to 
share a house with. 
A few other challenges of 
moving to this foreign  
land that just have to be 
mentioned: 
* Livestock everywhere. 

There are cows and sheep 

that cross the N2 in East 
London (the main high-
way) and goats that find 
their way into the suburbs 
every single day. 

* Monkeys. They enter your 
garden and scout for food 
left in sight, and often  
return in greater numbers 
once they’ve established 
that they’ve found an 
easy target (which it 
turns out the boy from 
Cape Town very much is). 
Note to self: don’t feed 
the monkeys again. 

* Entertainment is your 
own responsibility. With 1 
cinema as entertainment 
for the city, I’ve quickly 
come to realise that you 
need to be able to keep 
yourself entertained. 

* The language. I very  
soon discovered that you 
actually can’t live in the 
Eastern Cape and not at 
least know mediocre  
Xhosa. Which I don’t. 
Needless to say, I’ve 
been forcing myself to 
learn a new language 
and, let’s just say, it still 
needs some work. Three 
months into this  
adventure and I have  
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 yet to look back. Having 
read through some of the 
challenges I have had to 
face, I realise just how 
insignificant they are 
compared to all the 
blessings I have had here 
so far. I have made some 
fantastic friends in a 
short time. I’ve worked 
with incredibly gifted 
doctors who have in-
spired me anew. And I 
have seen some of the 
most beautiful areas of 

our country that I would 
never have known  
existed had I not moved 
here. All in all, this has 
been a great start to this 
new chapter in my life, 
and I’m excited to see 
what lies further ahead. 

     All my love from  
     East London 
      Matthew” 
  
           
Estelle Strydom 

For it isn't enough  
to talk about peace.  

One must believe in it.  

And it isn't enough to believe in it.  

One must work at it.”  

Eleanor Roosevelt American First Lady 
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FROM 
THE PASTORAL DESK 

The pastoral team are delighted to 
have added a new member to their 
team. 
Sinazo Stofile has joined our  
team to care for a number of our  
families.    
She is a qualified Occupational  
Therapist who spent a year  
working with deaf children before  
moving on to Metropolitan where she 
works in the area of disabilities. 
Sinazo and her fiancé Molema joined 
BPC last year.  
Love,Pam. 

Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent  
revolution inevitable.  John F. Kennedy 

If the human race wishes to have a prolonged and indefinite period of 
material prosperity, they have only got to behave in a peaceful and 
helpful way toward one another.    Winston Churchill 

I envision someday a great, peaceful South Africa in which the world 
will take pride, a nation in which each of many different groups will be 
making its own creative contribution.  Alan Paton 

Peace is one of the most precious gifts God has promised His children.  
I know, because for many years my life was not peaceful, and I was 
miserable.  Joyce Meyer 

All God wants of man is a peaceful heart.  Meister Eckhart 

A peaceful man does more good than a learned one.   Pope John XXIII 
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In the Family 

Our sincere condolences to Taryn Lilley and her family on the 
death of her father, Reg Vermeulen, and to  
 
Keet Pretorius and his family on the death of his father. 
  
May you all know God’s peace and comfort during this time. 
  
From Joey Hancock on her 90th Birthday:  
A heartfelt thank you to everyone within the Bellville Presbyterian 
Congregation. To know that after all these years you all hold me so 
close to hearts is so heart-warming. The last week has been a whirl-
wind of visits, calls, messages and parties and I have been over-
whelmed by love and kindness showed to me. My husband Val 
would also be so touched by the thoughtful act of cleaning up his 
grave site and for adorning it with flowers. You are all very special. 
Thank you once again and may the Lord bless you. 

 ACCOMMODATION 

Lavender Cottage in McGregor offers  

a tranquil stay at the top end of the  

village in its  

Thyme Out Self-catering and  

Rosemary & Thyme B&B units. 

Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /  

082 871 1114;   
mariana@joyofgiving.co.za 
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The following prayer, known as the Prayer of St Francis, is a perfect 

one to pray when you are seeking to live in peace and joy. As Chris-

tians, the Bible encourages us to "let our light shine before others, 

that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven" (Matthew 5:6) The prayer of St Francis reminds us just 

how we can do that! This is such an encouraging and uplifting prayer 

that teaches us how we can live like Jesus Christ and serve those 

around us, putting others needs first.  

  
The Prayer of St Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy;   

  

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love.   

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.   

Prayer of St Francis  
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 Church Diary: 
May 

1st  Worker’s Day - Office Closed. 

8th Presbytery Meets 

10th Ascension Day Worship at 7pm  

 (Office Closed as per UPCSA regulation.) 

15th Session meets. 

16th Deadline for June BellPress. 

20th Pentecost Sunday and Global Day of Prayer 

 Contemplative Worship at 7 00pm. 

27th Trinity Sunday 

 Holy Communion celebrated at all Services. 
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A SONG FOR PEACE  
BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND - BOB DYLAN 

How many roads must a man walk down 

Before you call him a man? 

How many seas must a white dove sail 

Before she sleeps in the sand? 

How many times must the cannon balls fly 

Before they’re forever banned? 

The answer, my friend is blowin’ in the wind 

The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

 
How many years can a mountain exist 

Before it’s washed to the sea? 

How many years must some people exist 

Before they’re allowed to be free? 

How many times must a man turn his head 

And pretend that he just doesn't see 

The answer, my friend is blowin’ in the wind 

The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

 
How many times can a man look up 

Before he sees the sky? 

How many ears must one person have 

Before he can hear people cry? 

And how many deaths will it take till he knows 

That too many people have died? 

The answer my friends, is blowin in the wind 

The answer is blowin’ in the wind 

Oh, The answer, my friends, is blowin in the wind 

The answer is blowin’ in the wind   
 

® Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Audiam,Inc 
Bob Dylan 
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Fruits of the Spirit: 
Peace 
 
What is peace? It is often 
defined by what it is not, for 
example, it is the absence of 
conflict. According to the  
Bible, however, the concept 
of peace is much broader for 
it includes being in harmony 
with others. Paul wrote in 
Galatians 5: 20-21 that our 
human nature leads to 
“hatred, discord, jealousy, 
outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambitions …” On the other 
hand, those who are  
baptised and receive the 
Holy Spirit can grow in the 
fruit of peace (verse 22). 
 
The world has never  
experienced peace. At the 
end of World War 2 there 
was peace in Europe for  
only twenty-six days but 
that excludes the civil wars 

and rebellions occurring in 
other parts of the world. 
Think of all the peace  
treaties that have been  
broken almost as soon as 
they were signed. It has 
been estimated that by the 
latter part of the twentieth 
century about 187 million 
people, many of them  
civilians, were killed as a  
result of war – a frightening 
statistic.  
 
Some people look to religion 
as the source from which to 
learn the way to peace. 
However, throughout  
history, wars have been 
waged in the name of  
religion. Real world peace 
has never been seen. 
 
What can each individual do 
to live in a peaceful world? 
Imagine a world where  
people actually finish  

DID YOU KNOW? 
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speaking without being  
interrupted; where people 
don’t have heated argu-
ments; where differences 
are settled with patience  
rather than fists; and where 
people show compassion to 
others.  
 
In Romans 12:18 Paul urges 
his followers “as much  
as depends on you, live 
peaceably with all men.” 
God wants his entire  
creation to be at peace,  
and this must start one per-

son at a time. 
True peace is illustrated by 
a calm contentment 
through being as close to 
God as possible and by  
exhibiting the other spiritual 
fruits of love, patience, 
kindness and gentleness. 
 
[Sources: https://
lifehopeandtruth.com; https://
intervarsity.org.blog] 
 
 
Myf Steynberg 



19 

During every Easter, when I 
read the Gospel of John, I  
realise that my knowledge of 
the academic and historical 
perspectives of the Bible is  
insufficient.  One of the issues, 
which I always have to read 
and think slowly about to un-
derstand, is the names of  
Biblical characters.  For in-
stance; Simon Peter, to whom 
Mary Magdalene ran at the 
tomb, and who on three occa-
sions was called: “Simon, son 
of John” – but which John was 
his father?  Obviously, one of 
the many Johns, which I read 
about in the New Testament 
but I cannot identify him.   

Then, Jesus confuses me by 
first saying in Matthew 16:17 
“Simon, son of Jonah – you are 
Peter” and then again in John 
1:42 “You are Simon the son 
of John.  You shall be called 
Cephas”. Cephas meaning 
“rock” in Aramaic and Peter in 
English.  The authors of the 
Gospels interface the two 
names for Simon; sometimes 

he is Simon and other times 
he is Peter but the Gospel of 
John uses a compromise by 
calling him Simon Peter.   
Simon obviously liked the 
name Peter, which Jesus gave 
him, because in his letters he 
calls himself “I, Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ”.    

The author of this Fourth  
Gospel provides a treasure 
trove of Jesus’ stories and 
teachings, which is hard to 
find in any of the other three 
Gospels.   The fact that this 
gospel was the last written 
probably explains why the au-
thor’s account of Jesus’ life is 
in many ways different from 
those of Matthew, Mark and 
Luke.  Some significant events 
in the ministry of Jesus, which 
are included in the first three 
gospels, are not really men-
tioned in the last Gospel.  I 
read about Jesus’ birth, bap-
tism, the Last Supper and the 
Ascension in the first three 
gospels but not in the fourth.  
Further, the first three  

 

Ultimate Strange Views 
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gospels talk about Jesus’  
ministry in Galilee whereas 
the Gospel of John speaks 
about what Jesus said and did 
in Jerusalem.  However, a few 
things about this Book make 
me sweat every Easter.  Who 
is the mysterious “other disci-
ple, the one Jesus loved” and 
who is mentioned six times in 
the Gospel of John.  Nowhere 
in John’s gospel can I find 
where he is identified with 
John the Apostle.  I can find 
where it is written about John 
the Baptist but not about a 
disciple named John.  I know 
that John the Baptist, whose 
father was Zechariah, is not 
the same person as John the 
Apostle whose father was  
Zebedee.  To my knowledge 
John the Baptist was a very 
active guy baptising people in 
the Jordan River region of Ju-
dea shortly before Jesus came 
on the scene but never an  
author of a book in the New 
Testament.  Tradition and  
legend bind John the Apostle 
to the Gospel of John but is he 
the mysterious “other disci-
ple”? 

 Another issue for me is in 
John 19:26, which reads: 

When Jesus saw his mother 
there, and the disciple he 
loved standing nearby, he said 
to his mother, “Dear woman, 
here is your son, and to the 
disciple, here is your mother”.  
Does it mean that this  
mysterious disciple who Jesus 
loved could have been Jesus’ 
brother James?  This thought 
crossed my mind as James 
held very special positions of 
honour in the early Christian 
church.  A further small issue 
for me is why “the other  
disciple”, who outran Simon 
Peter to the tomb, did not go 
into the tomb, but instead 
waited for Simon Peter to  
arrive and enter it.  Was this 
other disciple scared or did  
he not believe what Mary  
Magdalene told them.  After 
all, Jesus loved this other  
disciple, as He loved Simon 
Peter.  

Some years ago when I spend 
Easter in Uganda with my 
friend, the soil scientist, we 
attended the Easter services 
at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Kampala and after-
wards over lunch got into a 
debate about who wrote the 
Gospel of John as well as the 
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other Johannine books.  He 
did not believe that John the 
Apostle wrote these and his 
starting point was that John 
was a fisherman and could not 
have had the ability to write 
such a good theology and that 
nogal in Greek.  I countered 
that the Bible has been trans-
lated, and the grammar 
adapted, many times since the 
original papyri were found.   
He admitted that it could have 
been a John who wrote the 
books but that this John was 
not one of the twelve apostles.  
I am aware that the Age of  
Enlightenment fathers dispute 
the fact that John the Apostle 
is the author of the Johannine 
books, but for me the confir-
mation that he was lies in  
the second last verse of the 
Gospel of John where Jesus 
referred to John and said: 
“This is the disciple who testi-
fies to these things and who 
wrote them down.  We know 
that his testimony is true”.  
Despite the fact that my NIV 
Bible states that John was the 
author of the First, Second 
and Third Letters of John,  I 
cannot find substantial evi-
dence in these gospels who 

the author was.  However, if I 
look at the style of writing, it 
must be the same one who 
wrote the Gospel of John 
namely, John the Apostle.    

If it was him, why does he not 
identify himself like in Revela-
tions 1:9:  "I, John, your  
brother who share with you in 
Jesus the persecution and the 
kingdom and the patient en-
durance, was on the island 
called Patmos because of  
the word of God and the  
testimony of Jesus”. 

If it was indeed John the  
Apostle who wrote the Fourth 
Gospel, I cannot find a  
plausible reason why he tries 
to hide the fact by referring to 
himself, as “the other  
disciple” or “the one Jesus 
loved”.  

I know many of you will spot 
my ignorance in the above but 
do not be too harsh with me, 
rather help me by writing me 
a soft letter pointing out all 
the mistakes.  Before Easter 
next year. 

Watching  
God at Work 

Kobus MULDER 
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Mission and Evangelism 
 
Millions of Christians pray  
during the month of Ramadan 
(this year from 16 May to 14 
June 2018) for breakthroughs in 
the gospel amongst Muslims 
worldwide. Prayer information 
enables Christians to pray for 
Muslims during Ramadan in an 
informed and focused way.  
 
Pray for Muslims to have a rev-
elation of the love of God the 
Father for them. Ask for them 
to realise that Jesus Christ shed 
His blood for them also, so they 
too can be cleansed from sin 
and know God will accept them 
as His children and be recon-
ciled with them. Two prayer 
topics (with more to follow in 
May) are: 
 
Honour killings 
 
Now brother will deliver up 
brother to death, and a father 
his child, and children will rise 
against parents and cause 
them put to death. And you will 

be hated by all for My name's 
sake. But he who endures to 
the end will be saved. 
(Matthew 10:21-22).  
 
Honour killings (or shame  
killings) are quite common in 
Islam. Honour killings occur 
when someone has violated the 
principles of a community or 
religion and brought shame or 
dishonour on the family. For ex-
ample, a woman refusing to en-
ter an arranged marriage, or 
being in a relationship that is 
disapproved of by the family, 
having sex outside marriage, 
being the victim of rape,  
dressing in inappropriate ways, 
engaging in non-heterosexual 
relations, or renouncing Islam.  

 
When a Muslim converts to 
Christianity, they may be beat-
en, chased out of the home and 
ostracized by the family. In the 
Middle East and Southeast Asia, 
but increasingly in Western 
countries also, these honour 
killings are reported as  

SPREAD THE WORD 
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accidents or suicides. 
 
Pray: 
· That the practice of honour 

killings will come into  
disrepute amongst Muslims. 

· For converts to Christianity 
to escape beatings and ridi-
cule, and to find new homes 
in Christian families. 

 
· For Christian converts to not 

become victims of honour 
killings. 

 
The fastest growing church 
in the world 
 
And not only that, but we also 
glory in tribulations, knowing 
that tribulation produces  
perseverance. (Romans 5:3).  
 
Surprisingly, the Islamic  
Republic of Iran is where the 
church is actually growing the 
fastest in the world, despite Iran 
being listed on the Open Doors 
USA World Watch List, as one of 
the top ten countries where  
it is hardest to be a believer. 
Conversion is illegal, and above-
ground churches have almost 
all been closed down. 
 
Iran is a country that has 
worked hard to eliminate  

Christianity, and particularly 
Muslim conversion to Christiani-
ty. The Iranian people are going 
through honest introspection 
about what they've witnessed in 
their country in recent years. 
Some research points to at least 
half of all Iranians having  
rejected Islam.  
Source: Mission Network News. 
 
Pray: 
 
· For perseverance for the 

church in Iran. 
· For pastors, who often end-

up in prison and are ill-
treated. (Their families also 
suffer because of this). 

· For the church to be a bold 
witness. 

· For a new translation of the 
Iranian New Testament in a 
more modern Farsi language. 
(This will be very helpful, as 
there is a great hunger for 
Bibles in Iran). 

 
 

 

Katie and Deirdré 
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Peace is not something you wish for; it's something you make, 
something you do, something you are, and something you give away.  

Robert Fulghum  American Writer, Minister, Working Cowboy 



25 

Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday 

mornings  in the Lingen Street Hall.  
Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

City Flooring - We specialise in lami-
nated flooring and carpeting.  Contact 

Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen 
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  Contact Cindy on 0829256414. 
www.kriver.co.za   

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R45 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 

.  Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing 

needs. Call  0219140961  

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, 
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

 

 

Reliable Technician - Frans vd 
Merwe Fixes stoves, fridges, washing 

machines, etc: Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Stress Relief - Jean Lombard offers  
Relaxation classes in the Upstairs Hall at 
BPC on Mondays and Tuesdays. Contact 
her on 072 517 1051 or jeanlom-
bard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant. 

Woodwork - For all your built-in  
cupboards / refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 
0219193122 or 0827292725 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes 
for special occasions: weddings, 21st 

birthdays etc.  Call her on  
(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

Wills drafted free for BPC members  
only. Please contact Van der Linde  

Attorneys 021 949 3619  
for an appointment. 
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