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Letter 
from the 
Editor 

Greetings & Salutations Dear Readers 

I have been honoured to step into Mariana’s 
shoes as your new editor.  I hope that my retired 
size nine combat boots are big enough to fill the 
gap she has left.  From this Ancient Mariner to 
use  “Naval Speak” given for a task well done... 
“Bravo Zulu” Mariana for a sterling job as editor 
of BellPress, BPC and I salute you.  

The UN’s two important day’s this month are 
Universal Children’s Day on the 20th and Inter-
national Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women on the 25th of November.  

Ladies if you start noticing a caterpillar appear-
ing on your husband/boyfriend’s upper lip, do 
not be alarmed, he is a MOVEMBER participant 
(awareness for male specific cancers & mental 
health).    

In this edition: Rod addresses Thanksgiving and 
other issues.  Mandy focuses on Home Groups, 
In Youth Zone a BPC member relates her young 
adulthood experience, Kobus Mulder shares his 
Spanish experiences with us. Spread the Word 
focuses on the purposes of suffering.  Alas, 
some of our regular contributors were unable to 
write for this month.  Hope to have them back 
for our last edition for the year.  

So dear readers, your  feedback on what you 
like, and what you would like to read about will 
be highly appreciated by 
me.  Trust you have a 
blessed and enjoyable read. 

Dieu Benisse and stay safe. 
Yours aye 
Frank Stacey 

Editor:  Frank Stacey  

Contributors:  Rod Botsis,   
Mandy Botsis, Caryl de Krielen, 
Heinrich Asch, Kobus Mulder,  
Katie  Schoeman & Deirdré 
Hewett, Pam Botha & Estelle 
Strydom    

Cover:  Dirk von Zeuner 
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Letter  from the 
Minister 

Dear Friends 

Several things: 

TITHES 

Thank you for being so faithful in 
your regular giving of tithes and 
offerings this year and especially 
since Tony left us.   
Very often when there is a change 
of minister, and especially in the 
vacancy, the offering drops.  Your 
giving has not.  Tony was paid  
until the 15th of March and so we 
have been able to save 7 months’ 
of what would have been his  
salary.   

This will be so helpful for the costs 
that will come with calling a new 
minister.  Things like interview-
ing, transport and accommodation  
costs for the coming interview(s) 
and then resettling costs etc.  You 
have kept the wolf from the door 
(not that any new minister will be 
a wolf!) and we do not have to go 
into the calling procedures skint 
and begging.  Thank you.  

THANKSGIVING DAY 

Our Thanksgiving Day is early this 
year: we will celebrate this on 30  
November.  Over all the years we 
have used the 1st Wednesday in 
December but not this year.  I 
know you will be generous as you 
always are but I want to ask you 
to think and pray about  2 things: 

 a) Writing down your rea-
sons for giving thanks.   
Writing them down will make 
those reasons more concrete, 
real, tangible and you will 
discover as you write more 
reasons will come to mind.  
Somehow this writing down 
thanksgivings slows us down 
enough to see and hear and 
respond to the Holy Spirit 
prompting us to remember 
the goodness of God and 
helping us return to God with 
Thanksgiving.  And we have 
heard that call many times in 
the preaching during the 
month of October, and:   
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Woodwork 

For all your built-in cupboards /  
refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 
0219193122 or 0827292725 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 0839433058 
or michelle@integrabellville.co.za 

Self Catering Accommodation 

The Gables is situated on the outskirts of  
Tulbagh in a cul de sac with views of the 

mountains and fields,  
open plan living and dining area.   

Single Room which sleeps  
max of 4 persons.  

Covered stoep and braai area.  
Dog friendly too!   

Contact Ann Geyser on 0744291342 

Painter  

Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

Stress Relief 

Jean Lombard offers Relaxation  
classes in the Upstairs Hall at BPC 
on Mondays and Tuesdays at 17:30 

Contact her on 072 517 1051 or 
jeanlombard@telkomsa.net 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant 

 

 

 
Reliable Technician 

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, 
etc: Contact  Frans van der Merwe on 

0732144694 

 Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  0219237900 or 0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

 26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park 

 

STELLA HARPER 
For all sewing and  
alteration needs 
083 653 1349 
stella.harper12@gmail.com 
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In the Market Place 

Avon Products  
Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices.  

.  

Fitness 

HR FITNESS: Pilates and Toning  
classes. Tuesday and Thursday  

mornings at BPC in the New Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 0824717288 

 

City Flooring 
We specialise in laminated flooring 

and carpeting.   

Contact Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Holiday Accommodation 

Plettenberg Bay: On the banks of the 
Keurbooms River.  

Modern fully equipped 
deluxe accommodation. Sleeps 4 with  

spacious bedrooms (1 Queen and  
1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves, fin-
gerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Le Sommet Travel 

One stop shop for all your  
travel requirements. 

We create your perfect holiday, realising your dream 
within your budget. 

Contact Tammy de Boelpaep on 083 408 7866  
or tammy@lesommettravel.com 

www.lesommettravel.com 

With year-end functions and the consumption 
of alcohol looming ahead, you or a loved one 

may need the services of a DESIGNATED 
DRIVER.   Ian Viljoen will drive you safely 
home at no cost but BOOKING IS ESSEN-

TIAL.  Ian is also willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home - es-

pecially over the Christmas Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030.  

Cup Cakes 

Jana du Plessis bakes cupcakes of 
different flavours and frostings.  

Contact her on  0741816359 

 Cakes 

Jenny Gaillard makes cakes for  
special occasions:  

weddings, 21st birthdays etc.  Call her 
on   0219499205 (H)  

or 0741961946 

 Builtrite 

For all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

 Auto Repairs 
For professional panel beating & auto 

paint work speak to Clive at  
Auto Paint  

Express, 44 Huguenot Street, Parow. 
Tel: 021 9303284 

Framing 
Call Alan Raubenheimer from  

"Fine Edge" on 0219140961 for all your 
framing needs 
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b) I think some members can 
and should take a step of 
faith in being extra-ordinarily 
generous at this Thanks-
giving.  It is hard for me to 
explain the urge I have to say 
to you: listen well to the Holy 
Spirit.  I believe He is asking 
several of us to make gifts 
that will seem LARGE to us.  
I did this recently and felt so 
“clean” and obedient .  A nice 
feeling to have.  Be faithful: 
be joyful in giving thanks. 

CARETAKER 

Our Caretaker for the last 14 
years, Leon Kotze, has retired as 
at 30th October.  He should have 
retired 18 months ago in line with 
his contract but we deemed it 
right to extend his employment.  
God bless you Leon, thank you and 
rest well as you and Lizette can 
now spend time together. 

As I write, we have interviewed 7 
candidates out of 53 candidates 
but have not yet appointed any-
one.  We will announce at worship 
when this has taken place. 

This is a good reminder to say: all 
the building belongs to all of us.  
When you see lights left on, turn 

them off;  when you see a tap  
running, turn it off; when a basin 
is dirty give it a quick wipe; when 
there are papers or leaves lying 
around, pick them up.  In short 
love this place we call “our 
church”. 

HOME VISITS 

Lastly, remember what I said on 
16th of October at all services:  
the quickest way to get me to visit 
you at home is to invite me.  I love 
my job; and I love you. 

Yours in Christ Jesus 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY  

WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 

Rod will be in the Church from 7 00am 
to 6 00pm to pray with each person who 
comes to give thanks.  These are  
intimate and precious moments - make 
plans to be there.  And at 7 00pm we will 
have a special service of Thanksgiving in 
praise and prayers, and sermon! 

Thanksgiving offering envelopes will be 
posted to all members but if 
you need some more, these 
will be available from the 
glass table in the foyer. 
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Thank You Letters 

Extract from Christ Church, Stellenbosch’s Intimations: 

Dear brothers and sisters 

We’re thankful first of all to our Heavenly Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ for his love, goodness and mercy towards us. 

We thank you brothers and sisters, for the signs of love shown to 
us.  We’ve never experienced something like that before.  Thank 
you for your prayers, God has surely heard them and we’ve been 
strengthened through this time of trial, especially Sofia, who has 
had a miraculous recovery despite the severity of her condition. 

We, her parents, have been very blessed by your care for her.  
We experienced God’s peace through your prayers and your  
attention towards us as well.  We want to thank you for providing 
meals for us every day. 

Thank you for the visits at the clinic, I know many of you wanted 
to come but it wasn’t always possible. 

We’re very thankful for Patrick and his care towards Sofia, for 
being with her in every moment and for attending to  

our needs, helping us sort out all the logistics for our stay here.  
We want to thank all the people who intervened to make  
everything possible. 

May the Lord continue to bless you all and use you in the  
expansion of His Kingdom. 

Marco Fallas 
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Men’s Fellowship 

SEPTEMBER MEETING  -   
27 SEPTEMBER, 2016. 

As mentioned previously, Harry Reeve, a 
Durbanville Presbyterian Church Mem-
ber, who was formerly a member at Good-
wood Presbyterian Church, was our 
speaker.  Harry spoke about his days at 
Goodwood Presby, his Confirmation, his 
coming to faith prior to military service 
and his work on the Railways for many 
years, following in his father's footsteps.  
He shared about his difficult decision to 
resign, the hardships that followed and 
God's gracious provision of work through 
a Durbanville Presbyterian Church mem-
ber.  Harry is married with two children, 
a daughter at University and a son in 
High School.  Harry was straightforward 
and down to earth and the men present 
enjoyed his talk and the personal interac-
tion with him. 

OCTOBER MEETING  -   
25 OCTOBER 

This meeting has now been finalised.  Our 
speaker will be Dr Siegfried Ngubane, 
S.A. Director of SIM (Serving in Mission), 
a missionary society which was formerly 
the Sudan Interior Mission and is now an 
International Mission Organization work-
ing in many countries of the world includ-
ing in Africa, South America and China 
etc.  It also has a Muslim work in South 
Africa.  We are inviting our ladies to join 
us as I am sure the meeting will be of 
wide interest. 

NOVEMBER MEETING  -   
29 NOVEMBER 

Dr Peter Hammond will be our speaker at 
the closing meeting for the year.  Peter is 
the Director of Frontline Fellowship, a 
Christian Mission Organization that oper-
ates in dangerous places.  Peter, himself, 
has a wonderful story to tell of his own 
life which involved mission trips and work 
in dangerous places such as Sudan, and 
what is now South Sudan and other parts 
of Africa.  Peter has authored a number of 
books, as well as made DVDs.  Some of 
you might be interested in purchasing or 
ordering these.  He is also a regular con-
tributor to “JOY” magazine in which he 
has written a monthly article covering the 
books of the Bible entitled, “The Bible in 
a Nutshell”.  Peter is a challenging and 
outspoken speaker so be prepared to be 
challenged.   Once again we are inviting 
the ladies to join us for our last meeting 
of the year. 

A REMINDER. 

Our meetings run from 19:00 to 20:30 in 
the Lingen Street Hall.  Refreshments are 
served from 19.00 and while there is no 
charge, voluntary contributions to cover 
costs are most welcome. 

 

Heinrich Asch  
Secretary 
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A man’s home is his castle in a 
manor of speaking. 

Dijon Vu – The same mustard as 
before. 

Shotgun wedding – a case of wife 
or death. 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 

Does the name Pavlov ring a bell? 

Reading while sunbathing makes 
one well red. 

When two egotists meet, it’s an I 
for an I. 

A bicycle can’t stand on it’s own 
because it’s two tyred. 

What’s the definition of a will? – 
It’s a dead give away. 

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies 
like a banana. 

I’m reading a book about anti-
gravity.  I can’t put it down. 

I went to a theatrical performance 
about puns.  It was a play on 
words 

Two cannibals eating a clown.  
The one says “ Does he taste  
funny to you?” 

How did I escape Iraq?  Iran. 

I can’t believe I got fired from the 
calendar factory.  All I did was 
take a day off. 

Why was Cinderella thrown off the 
netball team.  She ran away from 
the ball. 

What was Forrest Gump’s email 
Password?  1Forrest1” 

I’d tell you a chemistry joke, but I 
know I wouldn't get a reaction. 

I’m glad I know sign language, it’s 
pretty handy. 

I wasn't going to get a brain trans-
plant, but then I changed my 
mind. 

New Excuse:  I was on my way to 
church and was almost there when 
I looked at my cellphone and it 
said ”NO SERVICE”… so I turned 
around and went home. 

 

Tongue in Cheek 
A couple of quotes to make you laugh or think 

5 
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In the Family 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE DEC/JAN  
MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2016 Ed ! ! 

Our sincere condolences to 

U  Gerard Botha on the loss of his 
brother,  

U  Elsabé Kleynhans on the loss of 
her father. 

May you and your families know 
God’s peace at this time. 

Barnabas Corner: 

I would like to thank Mariana Rabie 
for her insightful, creative and  
interesting input into the BellPress 

Magazine as Magazine editor.  
Mariana you have set the bar very 
high for whomever follows in your 
footsteps (we now know it is Frank 
Stacey) but we are pleased that 
we, the BellPress Team, will be 
stretched in preparing all future 
editions. Enjoy your retirement and 
please remember to pop in and 
visit us now and then.  
 
We will miss you greatly.  
Love, Caryl. 
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alone. May all false sustenance be 
removed from my life. 

 

Righteousness: Suffering is the  
discipline of our loving heavenly 
Father so that we come to share 
His holiness. Hebrews 12:6, 10–11: 
For whom the Lord loves He  
chastens, and scourges every son 
whom he receives …. but He 
[chastises] for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of His holiness. 
Now no chastening seems to be 
joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterward it yields 
the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness to those who have been 
trained by it.  

 

Thank You, Father, for loving me 
so much that You correct me so I 
may share in Your holiness. Give 
me a willing heart. 

 

Reward: Suffering is working for us 
a great reward in heaven that will 
make up for every loss here on 
earth a thousand-fold. 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:17: For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, is 
working for us a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory.  

Father I declare that I trust in Your 
unfailing love. Though I suffer, I 
also know you are a God of  
recompense. 

 

Reminder: Suffering reminds us 
that God sent His Son into the 
world to suffer so that our  
suffering would not be God’s con-
demnation but His purification. 
Philippians 3:10: … that I may 
know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of 
His sufferings… 

 

Father, thank You for treating me 
as a true son in Your kingdom. 
Open my eyes to things above, so 
I may not only view things from 
down below.  

 

(Adapted and shortened from an 
article by John Piper, Preparing for 
Sudden Suffering. Downloaded 
from Jericho Walls) 

 

Katie & Deirdré  
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Spread the Word 
Our Missionaries 

Mission and Evangelism 

Five Purposes for suffering 

Romans 8:28 says: And we know 
that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according 
to His purpose. We seldom know, 
or understand, the “micro” rea-
sons for our sufferings, but the  
Bible gives us faith-sustaining 
macro reasons! It is good to have 
a way to remember these reasons 
so that when we are suddenly 
afflicted, or have the opportunity 
to help others in their affliction, we 
can recall these truths God has 
given us to help us not to lose 
hope.  

 

Here follows the 5 R’s of Gods 
truths: The macro purposes of God 
in our suffering.  

 
Repentance: Suffering is a call for 
us to turn from treasuring any-
thing on earth above God. Luke 
13:4–5: Or those eighteen on 

whom the tower in Siloam fell and 
killed them, do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the 
others who lived in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, no; but unless you repent 
you will all likewise perish.  

 

Father I pray that You will 
strengthen me with might in the 
inner-man to remain standing, to 
be quick to repent, and to treasure 
You above anything else in my life. 

 

Reliance: Suffering is a call to trust 
God and not the world’s crutches. 
2 Corinthians 1:8–9: For we do not 
want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
of our trouble which came to us in 
Asia: that we were burdened  
beyond measure, above strength, 
so that we despaired even of life. 
Yes, we had the sentence of death 
in ourselves, that we should not 
trust in ourselves but in God who 
raises the dead. 

 

Father, renew my trust in You 
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Birthday Greetings 
NOVEMBER 

1 Ernst Burger 
 Liela Filippi 
    
2 Jenni Gaillard 
 Pat Gerber 
 Mick Hughes 
 Kimberley Leo 
 Christopher   

 Nchang 
 Jean Rees 
 Myf Steynberg 
 Chér Terblanché 
 
3 Isabella  

 Huisamen 
 Rayno Kotze 
 Winston Mundell 
  
4 Carl-Phillip  
  Lehmann 
 Jean Lombard 
 Kadé van  

 Schalkwyk 
 Leonhardt von  

 Solms 
 
6 Margaret Cocker 
 Sandra Cornish 
 Ivy Johnson-  

 Robson 
  
7 Jonathan Dobbs 

7     Emma du Plessis 
 Faye Kabali-  

 Kagwa 
 Trinity Simmons 
 Matthew  

 Swanepoel 
 Mary-Ann Wilson 
 
9 Clive Woodin 
  
10 Lésanne Matthee 
 
11 Jana du Plessis 
 
12 Joshua Lilley 
  Mike Philips 
 
16 Jean le Roux 
 
17 Norma Hughes 
   
18   Abigail Coetzee 
 
20 Johnny Munn 
 Kaylee Oosthuizen 
  
21 Rentia Clark 
 Thelma Truter 
  
23   Tyler Robinson 
 Norma Vorster 
  

24 Kathleen Leppan 
 
25   Vonia Mundell 
  Dave Plant 
 
26 Anthony  

 Oosthuizen 
 Karen Rudman 
   
27 Rory Armstrong 
 Annemarie  

 Brenzel 
 Jay de Villiers 
 Deidre Doubell 
 John Uijs 
 
28 Christopher   

 Brown   
Pearl Kotze 

 Anastasia Martin 
    
29 Sammy Onana 
 Gail Pridgeon 
 Marijke  

 Scheepers 
 Mervyn Voget 
 
30   Heinrich Asch 
 Antoni Conradie 
 Joan Oosthuizen 
 Elize Visser 

Happy Birthday! 
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Church Diary 
Special events in November 

1 & 15 November 

19:00:  Session 

 

2 November 

09:30:  Women’s Faith in  
Action (WFA)  

 

8 November 

19:00:  Presbytery  

 
27 November 

Advent 1 

Communion 

Children’s Ministry Prizegiving 

December/January BellPress in 
Church and on the website 

29 November 

19:00:  Men’s Fellowship 

 

30 November 

THANKSGIVING 

DEADLINE FOR DONATIONS FOR 
THE CHRISTMAS HAMPERS. 

THANKSGIVING DAY:   
30 NOVEMBER 

Rod will be in the Church from 7 00am to 
6 00pm to pray with each person who 
comes to give thanks.  These are intimate 
and precious moments - make plans to be 
there.  And at 7 00pm we will have a  
special service of Thanksgiving in praise 
and prayers, and sermon! 

Thanksgiving offering envelopes  
will be posted to all members but if you 
need some more these will be available 
from the glass table in the foyer. 

 
******* 

 
International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women  
Universal Children’s Day 

The United Nations’ (UN)  
Universal Children’s Day is Observed on 
20 November and International Day for 

the Elimination of Violence  
against Women is  

observed on November 25.  
(These UN days are a global observance 

and not public holidays.)    

In South Africa we observe  
16 Days of Activism for No Violence 

Against Women and Children. 
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Spain for 2016.  Magnificent restora-
tion projects have been finished and 
elegantly dressed town folk stroll 
around the Plaza Mayor after their sies-
tas in the early evenings before they 
have supper around nine thirty at night.  
These late suppers carry on until mid-
night which is tough on me as we start 
working at six in the morning.  The 
Spanish red wines are good but it caus-
es a definite lameness in the early 
morning. 

What I find intriguing about the town of 
Becerril de Capos is that it had seven 
churches in its heyday but today only 
one cathedral serves the population of 
around 900 souls.  Most of the religious 
regalia of the demised churches can be 
seen in one of the churches which have 
been converted into a church museum.  
When I queried the mayor on why so 
many churches at the time, he replied 
that it showed the division between 
different religious factions and the fact 
that a lot of rich people lived in the 
town.  A matter of: ‘I don’t like the 
priest and/or people of a church so, I 
built my own’.   

One of the churches, the San Pedro has 
been beautifully restored into an unusu-
al space that preserves the romantic air 
of the ruins while fusing it with astrono-
my.  The inside reflects a starry night in 
the universe while the guide is a mem-
ber of the Astronomical Association of 
Palencia.  A stunning building. Obvious-
ly, the Spanish can do more than just 
play guitar and fiddle with castanets 
while dancing. 

Another thing that they do well is to 
make good food.  OK Madalé, I have not 
managed to get a reservation at El Bulli 
yet but I have eaten at La Codorniz in 
Segovia and La Encina in Palencia and 
boy, were these enjoyable experiences! 
Unpretentious, earthy and flavourful 
food and nothing of this chili craze in 
every dish. I especially enjoyed the sopa 
de ajo, a delicious garlic soup with mor-
cilla, a sausage made from pork blood 
and fat, rice and mushrooms which is 
served on a separate plate in small bite-
sized portions. I could not get enough 
of the cochinillo asado, whole one-
month old roasted piglet served with 
garbanzo beans and leschazom, whole 
roasted three-month old lamb which I 
enjoyed with roasted peppers and La 
Bañeza-León beans.  I was told this is 
the food which Miguel de Cervantes ate 
in the 16th century.   Not only was this 
creator of Don Quixote a good novelist 
but he knew something about food.  I 
visited his house in our neighbouring 
town, Valladolid, where I learned that 
his father was a barber-surgeon.   Ap-
parently it was normal in the 16th cen-
tury for barbers to do operations and 
amputations because they knew how to 
use sharp razors.  Needless to say mor-
tality of surgery was quite high. 

Buenas noches, duerme bien. 

 

Watching God work 

Kobus MULDER 
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Last night I had dinner with the Señor 
Alcalde of Becerrel de Campos in the 
cellar of his 16th century villa.  Don’t be 
too impressed by the word villa, it is 
just what they call a house in this part 
of Spain.  What makes this house 
unique for me is that it had an under-
ground tunnel linked to the castle of 
the town, however it has now been con-
verted into a smart underground dining 
room and wine cellar.   

During that time all the houses in this 
town were linked by tunnels to the cas-
tle in order for the town folk to skedad-
dle underground to defend the castle 
during attacks in the Thirty Year’s War.  
This particular war was one of the 
bloodiest between Protestants and 
Catholic states which left about eight 
million dead.  It started when a new 
Holy Roman Emperor, Ferdinand II 
wanted to enforce Roman Catholicism 
on all the people of the Roman Empire.  
Despite many subsequent peace trea-
ties many wars such as the War of the 
Spanish Succession, the Seven Year 
and an invasion from Britain still fol-
lowed.   All this I learned from the Se-
ñor Alcalde (burgemeester) during the 
splendid meal served in his cellar.  
When I now close my eyes, I can still 
taste the Jamón Ibérico.   
When I queried the Señora of the 
house, a physiatrist by profession, (I 

had to ask her what that was) about 
modern day religion in Spain, she 
frowned and said that it is a fact that 
the Spanish society has certainly be-
come increasingly more secular in the 
last decade.  Although she is a devout 
Catholic, the same cannot be said for 
about 85% of Spanish people. A good 
two thirds of the people admit that they 
never attend church services anymore – 
not even on one of the many feast days 
which the Catholic Church celebrate. 

The failure of Spanish Catholics to par-
ticipate in religious services has led to 
a downsizing of the Catholic Church 
during the last 30 years.  To such a de-
gree that Catholic Churches find it diffi-
cult to attract new recruits to the 
priesthood and they have to resort to 
importing priests from Latin America 
and teenage nuns from India.  It is a 
real crisis because some 3,000 priests 
are retiring each year while only 250 
new ordinations take place. 

I am working, well, making cheese on 
surrounding sheep’s milk farms and the 
Alcalde must have heard about this el 
africano staying in his town.  I was 
pretty excited to have been the invitado 
de honor at the meal but frankly, I 
think this nice man just wanted to brag 
about his little town.  However, he has 
the right to feel proud of it as it has 
been declared the prettiest town in 

Ultimate Strange Views 
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From  
The Pastoral Desk 

It is hard to believe that it is already 
November and Christmas is just 
around the corner. I hope that it will 
be a very blessed period for each and 
every one of you. May you celebrate 
our Lord well over the festive season 
and continue to bless others especial-
ly the poor. 

To the pastoral team thank you for 
continuing to care for all our mem-
bers with such commitment and pas-
sion. I would like to repeat to the 
broader congregation what I have 
said before: Please remember that 
your pastoral workers are here to say 
“We care and we love you” They make 
sure that we have updated details, 
enable us to celebrate good news with 
you and if needs be are willing to 
share in your pain. How much you 
want to share with them is completely 
your choice but always remember as 
family members in Christ we want to 
love you fully. 

New to our team is Louise Gevers, 
whose husband Dirk works tirelessly 
for the Bible Society of Southern Afri-
ca. The Gevers family relocated  
recently from Kwa-Zulu Natal and we 
are thrilled to have Louise on our 
team.  She attends our pastoral  

meetings to help pray for you all. We 
continue to pray for about 30 families 
each week. In some cases we are 
aware of the family’s needs but very 
often we are not, and we pray that 
Jesus will meet your needs whatever 
they may be. If you have specific 
needs that you would like us to pray 
for, please contact your pastoral 
worker so that we can pray about 
them. You need to be aware that we 
regard confidentially as imperative 
and the rule is that no one may share 
any information in a pastoral meeting 
without the permission of the  
member involved. 

Once again a big “Thank you” to all 
our knitters. Many, many, babies and 
children have once again been 
blessed this Winter by our knitters 
who hand in a steady stream of  
articles. These are donated to Karl 
Bremer and Tygerberg Hospitals as 
well as the Tygerbear Association for 
abused children and the “Bless a  
Baby” project.  
Thank you for those of you who so 
graciously stock our pantry in cele-
bration of their special days, and to 
the anonymous donations I regularly 
receive in the collection. May you be 
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richly blessed.  As you know our pan-
try is used to bless our own members 
as well as outsiders and we continue 
to have a good working relationship 
with the social workers at MES so that 
we help the most genuine cases both 
by means of food parcels as well as in 
other ways such as application for IDs 
transport costs etc. This is the latest 
Thank You received from the social 
worker at MES. 

“Thank you all for running an extra 
mile to assist with the re-unification of 
Bebebe to Congo. It was a  
re-unification of its kind. This proves 
that no hand can wash itself, it needs 
another hand to do so. May you con-
tinue to support each other. Most im-
portantly, be reminded of the blessing 
you are especially to the clients we 
serve”. 

Thank you too for the flowers which 
have been used to bless our members 
after Sunday services. These go only 
to our own members, either,  the  
elderly, the ill or those in need of  
special TLC. 

Your giving for the Christmas gift bags 
for the homeless has once again been 
amazing and we have reached our 
targets on all items requested from 
you. WELL DONE!!  These gift bags 
are prized by the homeless who at-
tend our Christmas dinner. 

Donations of all sorts from you contin-
ue to bless many NGOs Some of these 

include MES, WOW, Bless a Baby, 
Tygerberg and Karl Bremer Paediatric 
units, Shiloh Relief and Hospice Mait-
land. We have blessed two new NGOs 
this year: Thandolwethu Orphanage 
who was introduced to us by Rose one 
of our elders and Hope for Africa, 
when an orphanage attached to them 
burnt down in Philippi.  

We had an amazing response from 
our members in the form of toys,  
mattresses, clothes etc. May God 
bless you all abundantly. Please take 
note of their letter of thanks, also in 
this November edition. 

You may well have read the article on 
Ina Welthagen in last month’s maga-
zine. We celebrated Ina’s 100th birth-
day with a small celebration where a 
few of our singing group serenaded 
her with a few old songs and Hymns 
and shared a cake baked in our Grace 
Kitchen by Kirsty. We also made sure 
that some of our members visited her 
on the day. 

You are a wonderful congregation. 
God bless you all. 

Pam Botha 
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"Do more than belong: participate.  

  Do more than care: help.  

  Do more than believe: practise.  

  Do more than be fair: be kind.  

  Do more than forgive: forget.  

  Do more than dream: work."  

  William Arthur Ward  

TEA SERVERS 
Are you free to serve some tea after 9:30  

service.  Helpers needed.  Contact Caryl at 
church office @ 021 948 2417 or email  

office@ bpc.org.za. Choose how often you’re 
able to do this. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES BPC  

Looking for an opportunity  to become involved … at BPC? Look no further.  
Here’s a list of very practical opportunities where you can offer your help at BPC  

GRACE KITCHEN MINISTRY 
Can you peel potatoes, or convey cooked 

meals or assist in other kitchen tasks to assist 
our hard working chefs in the kitchen?  

Volunteer a morning of your time. Contact 
Kirsty at church office @ 021 948 2417 or 

email kitchenministry@bpc.org.za DATA PROJECTOR OPERATORS 
Fancy working our media at service. 

Training provided. Choose which service 
and how often. Contact Caryl at the 

church office @ 021 948 2417 or email 
office@bpc.org.za 

BPC DOOR GREETERS  
Looking for friendly, meeters and greeters 
to welcome our regulars and new guests 
prior to our services.  Contact the church 

office @ 021 948 2417 or email 
office@bpc.org.za.   

Choose which service and how often. 
GARDEN LOVERS 

Thirsty vegetables and shrubs need TLC. 
Looking for kind gardeners to quench their 
thirst.  Choose your own time and when 

you can do this. Call Caryl @ tel 
021 948 2417 or email; office@bpc.org.za 

CARE FOR YOUR ENVIRONMENT 
Help us keep Rhos Park (next to us) clean!   
If so then join a team to undertake a once 

or twice a month cleanup of the park. 
Team co-ordinator also required.  Please 

contact the church office @ 021 948 2417 
or email: office@bpc.org.za 

MES (MOULD EMPOWER SERVE) 
Yes MES our missionary partner next door always needs volunteers  

to do a variety of jobs. Contact Lily or Alda @ 021 948 9888. 

UUU 
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BPC’s vision statement “Christ centred - 
Spirit filled - Bible based” has been the 
driving force behind our home groups 
which are the centre of BPC life and  
community. In small groups we’re on a 
continuous journey to find out how we can 
put this vision statement into practice. 

For the next few months I’ll be sharing the 
life of one of our home groups. Perhaps 
this might just be information to you. But, 
and this is the real reason behind the  
series, perhaps you’ll come to understand 
there’s a place for you in a home group. A 
God-created place where He wants you to 
be. 

Karel and Marelize Badenhorst have been 
running home groups for some years now, 
here at BPC and in the Netherlands when 
they lived there. Most members of their 
BPC home group are between 30 and 40 
years old, some couples, some singles. It’s 
a great mix and meets every Wednesday 
evening at the Badenhorst home. A typical 
evening starts at 7 pm with half an hour to 
“meet and greet” while having a cup of 
coffee and some sweet treat provided by 
the group. Once the catching up is over, 
there’s a time of prayer and study 
(currently led by Marelize) until 9pm. The 
group has been looking at prayer using 
Richard Foster’s disciplines as a starting 
point. Everyone has enjoyed the prayer 
focus so they will continue with it using an 
Alpha designed course on prayer.  Every 
so often, the group meets to socialise and 
recently had a great supper where every-
one contributed a dish and enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet in a different way. 

Marelize says being part of a home group 
teaches you (amongst many other things)
the  discipline of regular study, prayer and 
being part of the “fellowship of believers”. 
In a world where it’s so easy for us to 
spread ourselves over so many activities, 
being a part of a home group helps you to 
focus on God and find His plan for your 
life. It slows you down to make yourself 
available to the Holy Spirit. It’s a place to 
practise your belief. It’s a place to connect 
with fellow believers who become friends. 
A home group motivates you to keep 
working on your faith with the support of 
others also on this journey. 

One of the spinoffs of being a regular 
“homie” is that in prioritising a regular 
weekly meeting, you purposefully open 
yourself to being available for God to work 
in your life. Marelize hopes that this  
journey inward will be a learning for their 
group as each person becomes more  
comfortable with who they are while  
finding their niche place in God’s plan. 
Moving forward she wants the home group 
to find their rhythm in Christ and in so 
doing, reflect on what He’s asking of each 
person and where God’s calling them to 
serve at BPC and in the wider community. 

If you would like to contact 
Marelize, her cell number is 
072 852 0157. 

 
Christ, be our light! … 
Mandy Botsis  

Our Home Groups 
Profiles of our Home Groups 
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This month Jana du Plessis shares her 
experience of young adulthood: 

 It was nearly twenty-two years ago 
that I was baptised in Bellville Presby, 
when my parents made the promise to 
bring me up in the church and teach 
me about the Lord. However, it was 
only about four years ago that I was 
truly tested in my faith and that my life 
was challenged in various ways. I had 
just finished matric, was accepted at 
the University of Stellenbosch and was 
on the path to carving my own future.  

Growing up, I was surrounded by loving 
friends and a family who taught me 
right from wrong and everything in  
between. But when you enter the life of 
a student, the comfort and familiarity of 
your childhood environment are  
replaced by a wave of uncertainty as 
you face the unknown and have to 
make most decisions on your very own. 
Nevertheless, I welcomed the new  
challenges and set out to make the best 
of my years to come. During this time, 
the church played an important role in 
my life.  

At first I struggled to find a church in 
Stellenbosch where I would feel at 
home, and then I had the trouble of 
adapting to an Afrikaans church. It may 
seem funny, as Afrikaans is my home 

language, but since I was a baby my 
church and Bible study had taught me 
the Bible in English and that’s how I 
knew and understood it best. So during 
my first year at university I was still 
trying to find my feet as well as a 
church I liked - and to be honest, the 
search for my feet was much easier!  

As my first year drew to a close I had 
already visited three or four Stellen-
bosch churches and was close to giving 
up on finding one that I could feel  
comfortable attending regularly. And 
then I met handsome young man from 
the men’s res next door, and a piece of 
God’s plan opened up to me. That 
Prince Charming happens to be my  
boyfriend still, but looking back I can 
see how God intervened, using us both 
to help each other in seeking Him. After 
meeting Albert, I finally had the  
courage to invite someone to join me 
for a service at a church I had always 
wanted to attend, the Stellenbosch  
Gemeente that meets at Paul Roos. On 
the first night we loved it, and we  
haven’t left, although, as I’m back 
home in Bellville this year, we don’t 
attend as often as we used to.  

Having a church in common that we 
both enjoyed laid the foundation for us 
to be more spiritually inspired in our 
relationship as well as individually. We 

Youth Zone 
A shared experience related 
by one of our young members 
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encouraged each other to read from the 
New Testament every night and that 
further spurred me on to become more 
in touch with my private conversations 
with God.  

Throughout my second and third years, 
my relationship with God grew much 
more than in my first year, and I can 
only attribute the successful completion 
of my BA Value and Policy Studies  
Degree to the abilities and strength 
that God has given me through my  
relationship with Him. But when my 
studies were done and I had to move 
into the working world, my life was 
once again a whirlwind of confusion 
and nervousness. What career do I 
want to pursue? Where should I apply 
for a job? The questions kept piling up. 
But I knew that even though I didn’t 
have a solid plan for the time being, my 
life was still rooted in the solid embrace 
of God. I may have cried, felt defeated 
and sometimes plain clueless, but I kept 
on praying that God would reveal His 
plan to me.  

I did a short internship to gain some 
work experience and a short-lived  
salary to fund my dream of working 
overseas for a few months, but no-one 
in Europe wanted to employ a barely 
basic German-speaking dreamer.  
Instead, I opted for a month-long  
European holiday. But I still needed a 
better, temporary income. It was during 
Lent this year, when I was applying for 
every open position I could find, that I 
was offered a job at a food magazine, 

although I didn’t meet any of the job’s 
requirements (journalism degree, social 
media background, etc.).  Anyone close 
to me knows that food is all I want to 
work with, write about, and read about 
every day! They also agreed to allow 
me a month-long hiatus mid-internship 
to go on my already planned overseas 
trip. 

I couldn’t believe my luck! But that’s 
when I realised it wasn’t luck. I was just 
lucky … lucky that God works in  
mysterious, but glorious, ways … lucky 
that something as simple as giving up 
one thing for forty days taught me  
tenacity, strength and faith in God, that 
no matter how hard things may feel 
here on earth, He already knows what’s 
coming next. There is no need to fret 
about the future, the uncertainty or the 
unknown. The Lord will let us in on His 
master plan in His time. We only have 
to have faith and trust in Him to show 
us the way. 

Jana du Plessis 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Dewalt Swanepoel, who has been 
elected head boy of Jan Kriel School!   
Dewalt, the son of Sharon and Kobus 
Swanepoel, attended Children’s and 
Teenz Ministry at BPC and was con-
firmed last year. 

God bless you all.  

Estelle Strydom  
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Prayers & Poems 

Thank You, Lord, for Everything 
Dear Lord, 

Thank you for the breath to say 
Thank you for another day 

Thank you for the eyes to see the world of beauty surrounding me 
Thank you for the ears to hear your message of hope loud and clear 

Thank you for the hands to serve and far more blessings than I deserve 
Thank you for the legs to run the race of life until it's won 

Thank you for the voice to sing 
Thank you Lord for everything 

Amen (Anon) 
 

Thanksgiving 
For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food, 
For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

 
We Gather Together 

We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
He chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing, 
Sing praises to his name: He forgets not his own. 

 
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

Thou, Lord, wast at our side, All glory be thine! 
 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

--Traditional Thanksgiving Hymn 
(A translation by Theodore Baker: 1851-1934) 

                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                         -Traditional Thanksgiving Hymn 

                                                                                                                                              (A translation by Theodore Baker: 1851-1934 


