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Dear Friends, May the warmth and joy of the Christmas season remain with you throughout the coming
year, and may you be blessed with health and happiness in 2017. The Communications Committee

Greetings to the church of Jesus Christ that is in 
Southern Africa. Glory be to the Father Lord and to the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was, is now and shall be 
forever more. The Spirit driven church is the running 
current theme. We are celebrating 500 years which 
will culminate on 31st October 2017, since Luther 
pinned the 95 theses on the door of the church in 
Wittenburg Germany. It has also been agreed by the 
UPCSA to continue celebrating by emphasing the 
reformation cry-Sola Scriptura, Solus christus, Sola 
fide, Soli de gloria  in the October 5 weeks. 
I am sure you are aware that we have just come from 
the Executive Commission which was in Zimbabwe, 
Harare at Silveria Catholic centre. We commend and 
appreciate the Presbytery of Zimbabwe which indeed 
prepared and executed the task of hosting far beyond 
measure. May the good Lord continue to use their 
creativity ingenuity to greater measure. There is no 
doubt that the church in Zimbabwe is indeed doing 
exploits for the kingdom driven by the Spirit of 
Yahweh, Keep on doing it Zimbabwe. It would be 
unfair not to mention the good food and the welcoming 
night and 500 years celebration.
The business of Assembly was only, and milestone, but 
we covered good ground and with normal challenges 
and struggles, but far milder emotions than 2016 
Assembly. Twatenda Zwakanaka (Thank you very 
much).It is gladdening realize that He is the Captain of 
His ship. He is in charge though sometimes we 
pretend to be in charge. I will build my church and the 
gates of hades shall not prevail, sometimes we are 
made to realise that a Holy and righteous God uses 

FROM THE DESK
OF THE RIGHT REV. DR.

ROBERT MUNTHALI,
MODERATOR OF

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ordinary sinful men for His work. The work which was 
supposed to be done by Angels he entrusted to 
human beings, to do it for him. In other words, he 
does it in and through ordinary fallible humans for his 
own glory.

Never forget brothers and sisters, that He is the Lord 
our healer and he treasures his people to stride for 
Unity in the Spirit as one people of this transnational 
Church Strive for this unity without malice, but with 
sincere hearts to the culmination and climax of syner-
gization of the prayer of God’s people to have visible, 
tangible concretized unity. We are focused to be the 
reconciled, healed, church of Jesus Christ, moved by 
the Holy Spirit.
Since it is clear and resolute that we are a Word-based, 
Christocentric, Grace-based, Faith-based and work in 
word and deed, do all to the glory of God alone. Then 
allow the Spirit of God to change you-regeneration, to 
empower you, grant you His gifts and cause growth 
which are marks of his presence.
Now unto him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than we can imagine, to the only wise God from 
whom the families of the earth derive their name, to 
him alone be the glory now and ever more.
Moderator,
Rev. Dr. Robert Munthali
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“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his soldiers. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9: 6-7 NIV)
 
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. I pray and hope that you are all well.

Time for gratitude and compliments
We live in times when the zeal of the Lord Almighty 
continues to accomplish a number of things. The same 
zeal propels us to accomplish the tasks that are given 
to us. It is always a humbling experience to be a servant 
of God in the UPCSA, a denomination that is a diverse 
community but striving to be a reconciled community.  
We come to that time when we sing praises and offering 
thanksgiving prayers to the Almighty God for journeying 
with us thus far. We also express heartfelt gratitude to 
and commend the servants of the Lord who laboured 
and toiled relentlessly in the vineyard (in the respective 
congregations and other fields) in the course of 2017. 
We, as Tiyo Soga House staff, are indebted to all for 
the trust bestowed on us as the servants of the 
UPCSA. We served the UPCSA with pride and 
diligence, contributing to the UPCSA becoming a 
missional church. 

Remembering the bereaved 
As we come to the end of the year, we implore all to 
remember the families, especially the ministers’ families, 
who have lost their loved ones through death. Surely, 
they will miss them over the Festive Season. We pray 
that the Almighty God will continue to console them 
and that the zeal of the Lord Almighty should 
accomplish this. 

Remembering the impoverished 
We also remember those that are impoverished by the 
empire with its evil machinations of exacerbating 
unemployment, poverty and inequality. While many 
families will flaunt the abundance of material resources, 
food in particular, a number will be going to bed without 

food and without any hope for the next day. The 
majority of those are black women and children. The 
Son is given to us all, the one who “reigns on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.” As abantu (human beings), we 
are called on to exercise Ubuntu that says I belong, 
therefore I am; I am because you are. 

Remembering the people of Zimbabwe
The year 2017 will always be remembered for the great 
change that has happened in the politics of Zimbabwe, 
the highlight being the resignation of President Robert 
Mugabe. We commend the people of Zimbabwe for the 
courage and determination to bring about this change.  
This was an accomplishment of an assertion that the 
solution to the problems of Zimbabwe can be worked 
out by the people of Zimbabwe. Indeed, home grown 
solutions are more sustainable than the imported and 
imposed solutions. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
accomplished this. The manner in which all this was 
accomplished is overwhelming, as it was done peacefully, 
with no loss of life and without vandalism to property. 
This is a great lesson to be learned by many in other 
countries.
Henceforth, we pray that the people of Zimbabwe will 
work together towards nation building, economic 
growth, political stability and other aspects of growth. 

Remembering the people of Zambia
Zambia enjoys relative peace and stability. Its economy 
continues to strengthen. There have however been 
signs of intolerance and not accepting dissension.   
We pray that this and other tendencies will be 
addressed, so that Zambia continues on the trajectory 
of peace, stability and growth.

Remembering the people of South Africa
South Africa has been on the news for many wrong 
reasons, which obscured the good things that are 
done in some corners of public and private life. We 
are ever grateful for the stable judicial system that the 
country is endowed with. We pray for good governance 
and an end to corruption. We pray for the outcome of the 
ANC elective conference on 16 – 20 December 2017 
that it be the one that can take the country forward. 

Condemning slavery in Libya
We received the shocking news of slavery that is 
practised in Libya. We condemn this disrespect and 
devaluing of human life, in general and the black life, 
in particular. Human beings cannot be used as 
commodities, as they are created in the image of 
God with human dignity. 
May God’s reign come in all these and many other 
countries, and may justice and righteousness that 

Jesus Christ established prevail. 

REFORMATION 500
We come to the end of the 500th year of the Reformation 
that started on 31 October 1517 with Martin Luther nailing 
his 95 theses on the door of a church in Saxony, inviting 
all who were interested to a public discussion on 
papal indulgences. We thank all those that contribut-
ed papers and devotions to mark the milestone. The 
challenge that is left for the UPCSA and other 
denominations of the Reformed faith is:  What after 
the 500 years? How will the church reformed 
continue to reform? It is hoped that we shall 
engage in this discussion and find a common 
ground going forward. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
The Consultation of the Moderators, Clerks and 
Treasurers of all our 19 Presbyteries made a 
commitment to dedicate their February Council 
meetings to church administration. We pray and 
hope that this will bring about positive change 
towards cohesive, effective and efficient adminis-
tration in the UPCSA. We continue to encourage 
the Presbyteries to stick to their commitment and 
submit the returns by the end of February 2018. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY WORKING GROUP ON 
ASSOCIATIONS (GAWGA)
The GA Working Group on Associations is taking 
drastic and significant steps to meet the 2018 
deadline when the work of amalgamating the 
association should be completed. A letter with a 
detailed road map and action plan will be issued by 
the Conveners of the GAWGA in the next two weeks. 
It is our prayer that we shall all work together for the 
accomplishment of the task, which is for the glory of 
God. Indeed, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.” 

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF 

THE UNITING PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN SOUTHERN 

AFRICA: THE REV
LUNGILE MPETSHENI

THE PROFILE OF A UPCSA MINISTER
As approved by the 2017 Executive Commission, we 
encourage all to place as the focus of the year 2018 
the boosting of the profile of a UPCSA minister. This 
should be informed by a slogan, “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. The 
following extracts from Chapter 16 of the Manual of 
Faith and Order serve as a reminder of who we are as 
ministers and what our primary duties are: 
“Ministers have a special role in enabling the Church 
to proclaim the Gospel. They are called and ordained 
to preach the Word, to administer the Sacraments, to 
care for all those in their charge, and, with the Elders, 
to rule. To emphasise their teaching role, they are often 
referred to as Teaching Elders, thus distinguishing 
them from Ruling Elders. This division in terminology is 
not wholly satisfactory because the main functions of 
Ruling Elders are also functions of Ministers by virtue 
of their calling to share in the obligation to rule. 
Ministers form a key leadership group in the Church, 
with special responsibility for its life at the local level in 
Congregations; at a regional level where all Ministers 
in pastoral charges and others, such as Ministers 
Emeriti, have seats on the Presbytery and the Synod; 
and throughout the Church in their opportunities to be 
commissioned as members of General Assembly and 
to serve on Commissions and/or Committees.” 
“16.1 Ministers are obliged to be faithful in the study of 
Scripture and prayer, to live holy lives, to preach the 
Word, to administer the Sacraments, to care for the 
people entrusted to them, to participate in the 
fellowship and work of the ruling Councils of the 
Church, to subject themselves to the authority and 
discipline of the Church and to seek its unity and 
peace.”
The officials of the Presbyteries in their Consultation 
made a commitment to strengthen their pastor pasto-
rum role, as they seek to achieve “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. We 
remind the officials of this important task towards the 
welfare and development of our ministers.  

16 Days of activism against violence on women 
and children
We are still in the 16 Days of activism against 
violence on women and children. We encourage 

ministers to speak out against any form of violence 
on women and children. Let us work for a society of 
peace, justice and equality. 

Compliments of the Festive Season
We now say, “Well done good and faithful servants”. 
You achieved a lot in the course of 2017. You have 
also been through a lot, but you pulled through. Dr 
Phil says, “Instead of being ashamed of what you 
have been through, be proud of what you have over-
come.” You are more than conquerors in Christ 
Jesus. Take time to relax and praise God for the 
steadfast love. We wish you a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. May God bless you and your 
loved ones. Let us all claim 2018 as a year of victory 
and peace for the UPCSA family. 

Let’s Journey Together “To be a reconciled community 
of Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”. 

Yours in Christ. 

Lungile Mpetsheni
GENERAL SECRETARY

Reading plays a vital role in the life of a child – 
providing fuel for intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
growth. Reading fires the imagination and opens a 
child’s mind to a world beyond his or her physical 
environment. To enjoy all these benefits, a child 
needs access to age-appropriate books.

The Gooldville Mission School is a UPCSA project, 
situated in Thohoyandou, Limpopo, catering to 
primary school children living in an under-resourced 
area. The school has a library but no books.

As a Committee, we are convinced that many families 
are in possession of suitable books which are no 

longer being used. So, let’s put these to use to benefit 
the Gooldville School. The Committee is appealing to 
congregations in Highveld, eGoli, Tshwane, Limpopo 
and Lekoa Presbyteries to conduct a “Give a book 
for Christmas” campaign and to collect books, either 
new or second hand, suitable for children aged 6-12.

Arrangements for the transportation of these books 
to Thohoyandou will be made early in the New Year. 
In the meantime, we ask that you collect the books 
and let Eddie Stopforth know how many need to be 
collected.

Give a book for Christmas and bless a child forever.

UPCSA EXECUTIVE COMMISSION 2017. 
By Elder David Macdonald. David is the Session 
Clerk of Plumstead Presbyterian Church.

The Executive Commission of the Uniting Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Africa meets every second year in 
the odd years, 2015, 2017, etc., in between the meet-
ings of the General Assembly which meets in the even 
years 2016, 2018 etc. The Commission is a smaller 
meeting basically comprising one Minister and 
one Elder from each of the 18 Presbyteries in 
Southern Africa, Zambia (Zambia only has a 
Synod) and Zimbabwe, plus certain officers from 
Central Office and Committee Convenors. This 
year, I was the Elder Commissioner for the Pres-
bytery of the Western Cape at the meeting held 
in Harare, in the Presbytery of Zimbabwe which 
took place from 11 to 14 July 2017. Subject to 
certain limitations the Commission exercises the 
functions and powers of the General Assembly.

The meetings were held at a Roman Catholic 
school/retreat centre on the outskirts of Harare 
where delegates were housed in dormitory blocks. It 
was fairly basic, with a failure of the hot water 

system, but at least the beds were comfortable with 
a generous supply of warm blankets. The catering 
was very good and more than sufficient; and the 
local congregations had obviously gone to a great 
deal of trouble and expense to provide for us. A high-
light, one evening, was the braai with Kudu and other 
game meats along with Mopane worms as the 
featured treat! I persuade two visitors from Denver in 
the USA that they absolutely had to try the Mopane 
worms, as it is an African delicacy. They duly did, but 
I failed to mention that I had never eaten a Mopane 
worn in my life!

The Commission meets from Tuesday to Friday and 
its work is built mainly around reports from various 
departments and committees contained in the 
papers circulated before the meeting. Those who are 
interested in the wider life and work of our UPCSA 
Church are encouraged to Google UPCSA; select 
“Home Page”; select “Assembly Documentation” 
and you will find the Papers and Supplementary 
Papers for the 2017 Excom – some 230 pages in all. 
It will make for interesting reading to browse through 
the papers and stop at topics which pique your 
curiosity. Space does not allow for a comprehensive 
report on all the issues that were considered and I 
can just mention a few of the main headings of the 
report-back which I gave to the Presbytery of the 
Western Cape at its meeting on 8 August 2017.

FINANCE
The papers include the audited Annual Financial 
Statements for the year ending, June 2016, with 
more comprehensive reports and a schedule of 
comparative figures that I have seen in similar state-
ments from many other companies and auditors. A 
study of these financials will be of assistance to any 
who wonder what becomes of the Assessments 
which we pay to General Assembly. In short, total 
income increased from R10.9 million, in the prior 
year, to R12.0 million in 2016, largely due to an 
increase of about R1.0 million in assessment 
income, and notwithstanding a reduction in donations 

received and investment income. Expenditure is very 
tightly controlled with a small deficit for the year and 
similar results projected for the 2017 year and in the 
2018 budget.

MINISTRY
This is the largest area of expenditure, but unfortu-
nately the training of new Ministers and assistance 
to Probationers has had to be cut back over the 
past years due to budgetary constraints. At present, 
we have 23 Students for the ministry and 13 Proba-
tioners recently qualified. This is not sufficient to 
meet the needs to the denomination going 
forward, and the responsible Committee is work-
ing on alternative forms of ministry, such as 
shared ministry, of which Plumstead Presbyterian 
Church is a pioneer – and an enhanced role for 
Lay Ministers.

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP
This is one of the UPCSA’s most active Committees. 
It has, to date, put out excellent material on Lay 
Ministries, namely “Fresh Expressions” and the new 
approach to what it means to be a Missional Church. 
Along with this, the Committee has proposed Orders 
for services in October 2017 to commemorate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation - in order that, 
above all things, we should never forget that we 
stand in the conviction of “Salvation by Grace alone”.



“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his soldiers. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9: 6-7 NIV)
 
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. I pray and hope that you are all well.

Time for gratitude and compliments
We live in times when the zeal of the Lord Almighty 
continues to accomplish a number of things. The same 
zeal propels us to accomplish the tasks that are given 
to us. It is always a humbling experience to be a servant 
of God in the UPCSA, a denomination that is a diverse 
community but striving to be a reconciled community.  
We come to that time when we sing praises and offering 
thanksgiving prayers to the Almighty God for journeying 
with us thus far. We also express heartfelt gratitude to 
and commend the servants of the Lord who laboured 
and toiled relentlessly in the vineyard (in the respective 
congregations and other fields) in the course of 2017. 
We, as Tiyo Soga House staff, are indebted to all for 
the trust bestowed on us as the servants of the 
UPCSA. We served the UPCSA with pride and 
diligence, contributing to the UPCSA becoming a 
missional church. 

Remembering the bereaved 
As we come to the end of the year, we implore all to 
remember the families, especially the ministers’ families, 
who have lost their loved ones through death. Surely, 
they will miss them over the Festive Season. We pray 
that the Almighty God will continue to console them 
and that the zeal of the Lord Almighty should 
accomplish this. 

Remembering the impoverished 
We also remember those that are impoverished by the 
empire with its evil machinations of exacerbating 
unemployment, poverty and inequality. While many 
families will flaunt the abundance of material resources, 
food in particular, a number will be going to bed without 

food and without any hope for the next day. The 
majority of those are black women and children. The 
Son is given to us all, the one who “reigns on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.” As abantu (human beings), we 
are called on to exercise Ubuntu that says I belong, 
therefore I am; I am because you are. 

Remembering the people of Zimbabwe
The year 2017 will always be remembered for the great 
change that has happened in the politics of Zimbabwe, 
the highlight being the resignation of President Robert 
Mugabe. We commend the people of Zimbabwe for the 
courage and determination to bring about this change.  
This was an accomplishment of an assertion that the 
solution to the problems of Zimbabwe can be worked 
out by the people of Zimbabwe. Indeed, home grown 
solutions are more sustainable than the imported and 
imposed solutions. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
accomplished this. The manner in which all this was 
accomplished is overwhelming, as it was done peacefully, 
with no loss of life and without vandalism to property. 
This is a great lesson to be learned by many in other 
countries.
Henceforth, we pray that the people of Zimbabwe will 
work together towards nation building, economic 
growth, political stability and other aspects of growth. 

Remembering the people of Zambia
Zambia enjoys relative peace and stability. Its economy 
continues to strengthen. There have however been 
signs of intolerance and not accepting dissension.   
We pray that this and other tendencies will be 
addressed, so that Zambia continues on the trajectory 
of peace, stability and growth.

Remembering the people of South Africa
South Africa has been on the news for many wrong 
reasons, which obscured the good things that are 
done in some corners of public and private life. We 
are ever grateful for the stable judicial system that the 
country is endowed with. We pray for good governance 
and an end to corruption. We pray for the outcome of the 
ANC elective conference on 16 – 20 December 2017 
that it be the one that can take the country forward. 

Condemning slavery in Libya
We received the shocking news of slavery that is 
practised in Libya. We condemn this disrespect and 
devaluing of human life, in general and the black life, 
in particular. Human beings cannot be used as 
commodities, as they are created in the image of 
God with human dignity. 
May God’s reign come in all these and many other 
countries, and may justice and righteousness that 

Jesus Christ established prevail. 

REFORMATION 500
We come to the end of the 500th year of the Reformation 
that started on 31 October 1517 with Martin Luther nailing 
his 95 theses on the door of a church in Saxony, inviting 
all who were interested to a public discussion on 
papal indulgences. We thank all those that contribut-
ed papers and devotions to mark the milestone. The 
challenge that is left for the UPCSA and other 
denominations of the Reformed faith is:  What after 
the 500 years? How will the church reformed 
continue to reform? It is hoped that we shall 
engage in this discussion and find a common 
ground going forward. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
The Consultation of the Moderators, Clerks and 
Treasurers of all our 19 Presbyteries made a 
commitment to dedicate their February Council 
meetings to church administration. We pray and 
hope that this will bring about positive change 
towards cohesive, effective and efficient adminis-
tration in the UPCSA. We continue to encourage 
the Presbyteries to stick to their commitment and 
submit the returns by the end of February 2018. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY WORKING GROUP ON 
ASSOCIATIONS (GAWGA)
The GA Working Group on Associations is taking 
drastic and significant steps to meet the 2018 
deadline when the work of amalgamating the 
association should be completed. A letter with a 
detailed road map and action plan will be issued by 
the Conveners of the GAWGA in the next two weeks. 
It is our prayer that we shall all work together for the 
accomplishment of the task, which is for the glory of 
God. Indeed, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.” 

THE PROFILE OF A UPCSA MINISTER
As approved by the 2017 Executive Commission, we 
encourage all to place as the focus of the year 2018 
the boosting of the profile of a UPCSA minister. This 
should be informed by a slogan, “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. The 
following extracts from Chapter 16 of the Manual of 
Faith and Order serve as a reminder of who we are as 
ministers and what our primary duties are: 
“Ministers have a special role in enabling the Church 
to proclaim the Gospel. They are called and ordained 
to preach the Word, to administer the Sacraments, to 
care for all those in their charge, and, with the Elders, 
to rule. To emphasise their teaching role, they are often 
referred to as Teaching Elders, thus distinguishing 
them from Ruling Elders. This division in terminology is 
not wholly satisfactory because the main functions of 
Ruling Elders are also functions of Ministers by virtue 
of their calling to share in the obligation to rule. 
Ministers form a key leadership group in the Church, 
with special responsibility for its life at the local level in 
Congregations; at a regional level where all Ministers 
in pastoral charges and others, such as Ministers 
Emeriti, have seats on the Presbytery and the Synod; 
and throughout the Church in their opportunities to be 
commissioned as members of General Assembly and 
to serve on Commissions and/or Committees.” 
“16.1 Ministers are obliged to be faithful in the study of 
Scripture and prayer, to live holy lives, to preach the 
Word, to administer the Sacraments, to care for the 
people entrusted to them, to participate in the 
fellowship and work of the ruling Councils of the 
Church, to subject themselves to the authority and 
discipline of the Church and to seek its unity and 
peace.”
The officials of the Presbyteries in their Consultation 
made a commitment to strengthen their pastor pasto-
rum role, as they seek to achieve “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. We 
remind the officials of this important task towards the 
welfare and development of our ministers.  

16 Days of activism against violence on women 
and children
We are still in the 16 Days of activism against 
violence on women and children. We encourage 
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ministers to speak out against any form of violence 
on women and children. Let us work for a society of 
peace, justice and equality. 

Compliments of the Festive Season
We now say, “Well done good and faithful servants”. 
You achieved a lot in the course of 2017. You have 
also been through a lot, but you pulled through. Dr 
Phil says, “Instead of being ashamed of what you 
have been through, be proud of what you have over-
come.” You are more than conquerors in Christ 
Jesus. Take time to relax and praise God for the 
steadfast love. We wish you a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. May God bless you and your 
loved ones. Let us all claim 2018 as a year of victory 
and peace for the UPCSA family. 

Let’s Journey Together “To be a reconciled community 
of Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”. 

Yours in Christ. 

Lungile Mpetsheni
GENERAL SECRETARY

Reading plays a vital role in the life of a child – 
providing fuel for intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
growth. Reading fires the imagination and opens a 
child’s mind to a world beyond his or her physical 
environment. To enjoy all these benefits, a child 
needs access to age-appropriate books.

The Gooldville Mission School is a UPCSA project, 
situated in Thohoyandou, Limpopo, catering to 
primary school children living in an under-resourced 
area. The school has a library but no books.

As a Committee, we are convinced that many families 
are in possession of suitable books which are no 

longer being used. So, let’s put these to use to benefit 
the Gooldville School. The Committee is appealing to 
congregations in Highveld, eGoli, Tshwane, Limpopo 
and Lekoa Presbyteries to conduct a “Give a book 
for Christmas” campaign and to collect books, either 
new or second hand, suitable for children aged 6-12.

Arrangements for the transportation of these books 
to Thohoyandou will be made early in the New Year. 
In the meantime, we ask that you collect the books 
and let Eddie Stopforth know how many need to be 
collected.

Give a book for Christmas and bless a child forever.

UPCSA EXECUTIVE COMMISSION 2017. 
By Elder David Macdonald. David is the Session 
Clerk of Plumstead Presbyterian Church.

The Executive Commission of the Uniting Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Africa meets every second year in 
the odd years, 2015, 2017, etc., in between the meet-
ings of the General Assembly which meets in the even 
years 2016, 2018 etc. The Commission is a smaller 
meeting basically comprising one Minister and 
one Elder from each of the 18 Presbyteries in 
Southern Africa, Zambia (Zambia only has a 
Synod) and Zimbabwe, plus certain officers from 
Central Office and Committee Convenors. This 
year, I was the Elder Commissioner for the Pres-
bytery of the Western Cape at the meeting held 
in Harare, in the Presbytery of Zimbabwe which 
took place from 11 to 14 July 2017. Subject to 
certain limitations the Commission exercises the 
functions and powers of the General Assembly.

The meetings were held at a Roman Catholic 
school/retreat centre on the outskirts of Harare 
where delegates were housed in dormitory blocks. It 
was fairly basic, with a failure of the hot water 

system, but at least the beds were comfortable with 
a generous supply of warm blankets. The catering 
was very good and more than sufficient; and the 
local congregations had obviously gone to a great 
deal of trouble and expense to provide for us. A high-
light, one evening, was the braai with Kudu and other 
game meats along with Mopane worms as the 
featured treat! I persuade two visitors from Denver in 
the USA that they absolutely had to try the Mopane 
worms, as it is an African delicacy. They duly did, but 
I failed to mention that I had never eaten a Mopane 
worn in my life!

The Commission meets from Tuesday to Friday and 
its work is built mainly around reports from various 
departments and committees contained in the 
papers circulated before the meeting. Those who are 
interested in the wider life and work of our UPCSA 
Church are encouraged to Google UPCSA; select 
“Home Page”; select “Assembly Documentation” 
and you will find the Papers and Supplementary 
Papers for the 2017 Excom – some 230 pages in all. 
It will make for interesting reading to browse through 
the papers and stop at topics which pique your 
curiosity. Space does not allow for a comprehensive 
report on all the issues that were considered and I 
can just mention a few of the main headings of the 
report-back which I gave to the Presbytery of the 
Western Cape at its meeting on 8 August 2017.

FINANCE
The papers include the audited Annual Financial 
Statements for the year ending, June 2016, with 
more comprehensive reports and a schedule of 
comparative figures that I have seen in similar state-
ments from many other companies and auditors. A 
study of these financials will be of assistance to any 
who wonder what becomes of the Assessments 
which we pay to General Assembly. In short, total 
income increased from R10.9 million, in the prior 
year, to R12.0 million in 2016, largely due to an 
increase of about R1.0 million in assessment 
income, and notwithstanding a reduction in donations 

received and investment income. Expenditure is very 
tightly controlled with a small deficit for the year and 
similar results projected for the 2017 year and in the 
2018 budget.

MINISTRY
This is the largest area of expenditure, but unfortu-
nately the training of new Ministers and assistance 
to Probationers has had to be cut back over the 
past years due to budgetary constraints. At present, 
we have 23 Students for the ministry and 13 Proba-
tioners recently qualified. This is not sufficient to 
meet the needs to the denomination going 
forward, and the responsible Committee is work-
ing on alternative forms of ministry, such as 
shared ministry, of which Plumstead Presbyterian 
Church is a pioneer – and an enhanced role for 
Lay Ministers.

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP
This is one of the UPCSA’s most active Committees. 
It has, to date, put out excellent material on Lay 
Ministries, namely “Fresh Expressions” and the new 
approach to what it means to be a Missional Church. 
Along with this, the Committee has proposed Orders 
for services in October 2017 to commemorate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation - in order that, 
above all things, we should never forget that we 
stand in the conviction of “Salvation by Grace alone”.



“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his soldiers. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9: 6-7 NIV)
 
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. I pray and hope that you are all well.

Time for gratitude and compliments
We live in times when the zeal of the Lord Almighty 
continues to accomplish a number of things. The same 
zeal propels us to accomplish the tasks that are given 
to us. It is always a humbling experience to be a servant 
of God in the UPCSA, a denomination that is a diverse 
community but striving to be a reconciled community.  
We come to that time when we sing praises and offering 
thanksgiving prayers to the Almighty God for journeying 
with us thus far. We also express heartfelt gratitude to 
and commend the servants of the Lord who laboured 
and toiled relentlessly in the vineyard (in the respective 
congregations and other fields) in the course of 2017. 
We, as Tiyo Soga House staff, are indebted to all for 
the trust bestowed on us as the servants of the 
UPCSA. We served the UPCSA with pride and 
diligence, contributing to the UPCSA becoming a 
missional church. 

Remembering the bereaved 
As we come to the end of the year, we implore all to 
remember the families, especially the ministers’ families, 
who have lost their loved ones through death. Surely, 
they will miss them over the Festive Season. We pray 
that the Almighty God will continue to console them 
and that the zeal of the Lord Almighty should 
accomplish this. 

Remembering the impoverished 
We also remember those that are impoverished by the 
empire with its evil machinations of exacerbating 
unemployment, poverty and inequality. While many 
families will flaunt the abundance of material resources, 
food in particular, a number will be going to bed without 

food and without any hope for the next day. The 
majority of those are black women and children. The 
Son is given to us all, the one who “reigns on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.” As abantu (human beings), we 
are called on to exercise Ubuntu that says I belong, 
therefore I am; I am because you are. 

Remembering the people of Zimbabwe
The year 2017 will always be remembered for the great 
change that has happened in the politics of Zimbabwe, 
the highlight being the resignation of President Robert 
Mugabe. We commend the people of Zimbabwe for the 
courage and determination to bring about this change.  
This was an accomplishment of an assertion that the 
solution to the problems of Zimbabwe can be worked 
out by the people of Zimbabwe. Indeed, home grown 
solutions are more sustainable than the imported and 
imposed solutions. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
accomplished this. The manner in which all this was 
accomplished is overwhelming, as it was done peacefully, 
with no loss of life and without vandalism to property. 
This is a great lesson to be learned by many in other 
countries.
Henceforth, we pray that the people of Zimbabwe will 
work together towards nation building, economic 
growth, political stability and other aspects of growth. 

Remembering the people of Zambia
Zambia enjoys relative peace and stability. Its economy 
continues to strengthen. There have however been 
signs of intolerance and not accepting dissension.   
We pray that this and other tendencies will be 
addressed, so that Zambia continues on the trajectory 
of peace, stability and growth.

Remembering the people of South Africa
South Africa has been on the news for many wrong 
reasons, which obscured the good things that are 
done in some corners of public and private life. We 
are ever grateful for the stable judicial system that the 
country is endowed with. We pray for good governance 
and an end to corruption. We pray for the outcome of the 
ANC elective conference on 16 – 20 December 2017 
that it be the one that can take the country forward. 

Condemning slavery in Libya
We received the shocking news of slavery that is 
practised in Libya. We condemn this disrespect and 
devaluing of human life, in general and the black life, 
in particular. Human beings cannot be used as 
commodities, as they are created in the image of 
God with human dignity. 
May God’s reign come in all these and many other 
countries, and may justice and righteousness that 

Jesus Christ established prevail. 

REFORMATION 500
We come to the end of the 500th year of the Reformation 
that started on 31 October 1517 with Martin Luther nailing 
his 95 theses on the door of a church in Saxony, inviting 
all who were interested to a public discussion on 
papal indulgences. We thank all those that contribut-
ed papers and devotions to mark the milestone. The 
challenge that is left for the UPCSA and other 
denominations of the Reformed faith is:  What after 
the 500 years? How will the church reformed 
continue to reform? It is hoped that we shall 
engage in this discussion and find a common 
ground going forward. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
The Consultation of the Moderators, Clerks and 
Treasurers of all our 19 Presbyteries made a 
commitment to dedicate their February Council 
meetings to church administration. We pray and 
hope that this will bring about positive change 
towards cohesive, effective and efficient adminis-
tration in the UPCSA. We continue to encourage 
the Presbyteries to stick to their commitment and 
submit the returns by the end of February 2018. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY WORKING GROUP ON 
ASSOCIATIONS (GAWGA)
The GA Working Group on Associations is taking 
drastic and significant steps to meet the 2018 
deadline when the work of amalgamating the 
association should be completed. A letter with a 
detailed road map and action plan will be issued by 
the Conveners of the GAWGA in the next two weeks. 
It is our prayer that we shall all work together for the 
accomplishment of the task, which is for the glory of 
God. Indeed, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.” 

THE PROFILE OF A UPCSA MINISTER
As approved by the 2017 Executive Commission, we 
encourage all to place as the focus of the year 2018 
the boosting of the profile of a UPCSA minister. This 
should be informed by a slogan, “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. The 
following extracts from Chapter 16 of the Manual of 
Faith and Order serve as a reminder of who we are as 
ministers and what our primary duties are: 
“Ministers have a special role in enabling the Church 
to proclaim the Gospel. They are called and ordained 
to preach the Word, to administer the Sacraments, to 
care for all those in their charge, and, with the Elders, 
to rule. To emphasise their teaching role, they are often 
referred to as Teaching Elders, thus distinguishing 
them from Ruling Elders. This division in terminology is 
not wholly satisfactory because the main functions of 
Ruling Elders are also functions of Ministers by virtue 
of their calling to share in the obligation to rule. 
Ministers form a key leadership group in the Church, 
with special responsibility for its life at the local level in 
Congregations; at a regional level where all Ministers 
in pastoral charges and others, such as Ministers 
Emeriti, have seats on the Presbytery and the Synod; 
and throughout the Church in their opportunities to be 
commissioned as members of General Assembly and 
to serve on Commissions and/or Committees.” 
“16.1 Ministers are obliged to be faithful in the study of 
Scripture and prayer, to live holy lives, to preach the 
Word, to administer the Sacraments, to care for the 
people entrusted to them, to participate in the 
fellowship and work of the ruling Councils of the 
Church, to subject themselves to the authority and 
discipline of the Church and to seek its unity and 
peace.”
The officials of the Presbyteries in their Consultation 
made a commitment to strengthen their pastor pasto-
rum role, as they seek to achieve “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. We 
remind the officials of this important task towards the 
welfare and development of our ministers.  

16 Days of activism against violence on women 
and children
We are still in the 16 Days of activism against 
violence on women and children. We encourage 
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ministers to speak out against any form of violence 
on women and children. Let us work for a society of 
peace, justice and equality. 

Compliments of the Festive Season
We now say, “Well done good and faithful servants”. 
You achieved a lot in the course of 2017. You have 
also been through a lot, but you pulled through. Dr 
Phil says, “Instead of being ashamed of what you 
have been through, be proud of what you have over-
come.” You are more than conquerors in Christ 
Jesus. Take time to relax and praise God for the 
steadfast love. We wish you a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. May God bless you and your 
loved ones. Let us all claim 2018 as a year of victory 
and peace for the UPCSA family. 

Let’s Journey Together “To be a reconciled community 
of Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”. 

Yours in Christ. 

Lungile Mpetsheni
GENERAL SECRETARY

Reading plays a vital role in the life of a child – 
providing fuel for intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
growth. Reading fires the imagination and opens a 
child’s mind to a world beyond his or her physical 
environment. To enjoy all these benefits, a child 
needs access to age-appropriate books.

The Gooldville Mission School is a UPCSA project, 
situated in Thohoyandou, Limpopo, catering to 
primary school children living in an under-resourced 
area. The school has a library but no books.

As a Committee, we are convinced that many families 
are in possession of suitable books which are no 
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longer being used. So, let’s put these to use to benefit 
the Gooldville School. The Committee is appealing to 
congregations in Highveld, eGoli, Tshwane, Limpopo 
and Lekoa Presbyteries to conduct a “Give a book 
for Christmas” campaign and to collect books, either 
new or second hand, suitable for children aged 6-12.

Arrangements for the transportation of these books 
to Thohoyandou will be made early in the New Year. 
In the meantime, we ask that you collect the books 
and let Eddie Stopforth know how many need to be 
collected.

Give a book for Christmas and bless a child forever.

UPCSA EXECUTIVE COMMISSION 2017. 
By Elder David Macdonald. David is the Session 
Clerk of Plumstead Presbyterian Church.

The Executive Commission of the Uniting Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Africa meets every second year in 
the odd years, 2015, 2017, etc., in between the meet-
ings of the General Assembly which meets in the even 
years 2016, 2018 etc. The Commission is a smaller 
meeting basically comprising one Minister and 
one Elder from each of the 18 Presbyteries in 
Southern Africa, Zambia (Zambia only has a 
Synod) and Zimbabwe, plus certain officers from 
Central Office and Committee Convenors. This 
year, I was the Elder Commissioner for the Pres-
bytery of the Western Cape at the meeting held 
in Harare, in the Presbytery of Zimbabwe which 
took place from 11 to 14 July 2017. Subject to 
certain limitations the Commission exercises the 
functions and powers of the General Assembly.

The meetings were held at a Roman Catholic 
school/retreat centre on the outskirts of Harare 
where delegates were housed in dormitory blocks. It 
was fairly basic, with a failure of the hot water 

system, but at least the beds were comfortable with 
a generous supply of warm blankets. The catering 
was very good and more than sufficient; and the 
local congregations had obviously gone to a great 
deal of trouble and expense to provide for us. A high-
light, one evening, was the braai with Kudu and other 
game meats along with Mopane worms as the 
featured treat! I persuade two visitors from Denver in 
the USA that they absolutely had to try the Mopane 
worms, as it is an African delicacy. They duly did, but 
I failed to mention that I had never eaten a Mopane 
worn in my life!

The Commission meets from Tuesday to Friday and 
its work is built mainly around reports from various 
departments and committees contained in the 
papers circulated before the meeting. Those who are 
interested in the wider life and work of our UPCSA 
Church are encouraged to Google UPCSA; select 
“Home Page”; select “Assembly Documentation” 
and you will find the Papers and Supplementary 
Papers for the 2017 Excom – some 230 pages in all. 
It will make for interesting reading to browse through 
the papers and stop at topics which pique your 
curiosity. Space does not allow for a comprehensive 
report on all the issues that were considered and I 
can just mention a few of the main headings of the 
report-back which I gave to the Presbytery of the 
Western Cape at its meeting on 8 August 2017.

FINANCE
The papers include the audited Annual Financial 
Statements for the year ending, June 2016, with 
more comprehensive reports and a schedule of 
comparative figures that I have seen in similar state-
ments from many other companies and auditors. A 
study of these financials will be of assistance to any 
who wonder what becomes of the Assessments 
which we pay to General Assembly. In short, total 
income increased from R10.9 million, in the prior 
year, to R12.0 million in 2016, largely due to an 
increase of about R1.0 million in assessment 
income, and notwithstanding a reduction in donations 

received and investment income. Expenditure is very 
tightly controlled with a small deficit for the year and 
similar results projected for the 2017 year and in the 
2018 budget.

MINISTRY
This is the largest area of expenditure, but unfortu-
nately the training of new Ministers and assistance 
to Probationers has had to be cut back over the 
past years due to budgetary constraints. At present, 
we have 23 Students for the ministry and 13 Proba-
tioners recently qualified. This is not sufficient to 
meet the needs to the denomination going 
forward, and the responsible Committee is work-
ing on alternative forms of ministry, such as 
shared ministry, of which Plumstead Presbyterian 
Church is a pioneer – and an enhanced role for 
Lay Ministers.

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP
This is one of the UPCSA’s most active Committees. 
It has, to date, put out excellent material on Lay 
Ministries, namely “Fresh Expressions” and the new 
approach to what it means to be a Missional Church. 
Along with this, the Committee has proposed Orders 
for services in October 2017 to commemorate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation - in order that, 
above all things, we should never forget that we 
stand in the conviction of “Salvation by Grace alone”.



“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on his soldiers. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, estab-
lishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9: 6-7 NIV)
 
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. I pray and hope that you are all well.

Time for gratitude and compliments
We live in times when the zeal of the Lord Almighty 
continues to accomplish a number of things. The same 
zeal propels us to accomplish the tasks that are given 
to us. It is always a humbling experience to be a servant 
of God in the UPCSA, a denomination that is a diverse 
community but striving to be a reconciled community.  
We come to that time when we sing praises and offering 
thanksgiving prayers to the Almighty God for journeying 
with us thus far. We also express heartfelt gratitude to 
and commend the servants of the Lord who laboured 
and toiled relentlessly in the vineyard (in the respective 
congregations and other fields) in the course of 2017. 
We, as Tiyo Soga House staff, are indebted to all for 
the trust bestowed on us as the servants of the 
UPCSA. We served the UPCSA with pride and 
diligence, contributing to the UPCSA becoming a 
missional church. 

Remembering the bereaved 
As we come to the end of the year, we implore all to 
remember the families, especially the ministers’ families, 
who have lost their loved ones through death. Surely, 
they will miss them over the Festive Season. We pray 
that the Almighty God will continue to console them 
and that the zeal of the Lord Almighty should 
accomplish this. 

Remembering the impoverished 
We also remember those that are impoverished by the 
empire with its evil machinations of exacerbating 
unemployment, poverty and inequality. While many 
families will flaunt the abundance of material resources, 
food in particular, a number will be going to bed without 

food and without any hope for the next day. The 
majority of those are black women and children. The 
Son is given to us all, the one who “reigns on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.” As abantu (human beings), we 
are called on to exercise Ubuntu that says I belong, 
therefore I am; I am because you are. 

Remembering the people of Zimbabwe
The year 2017 will always be remembered for the great 
change that has happened in the politics of Zimbabwe, 
the highlight being the resignation of President Robert 
Mugabe. We commend the people of Zimbabwe for the 
courage and determination to bring about this change.  
This was an accomplishment of an assertion that the 
solution to the problems of Zimbabwe can be worked 
out by the people of Zimbabwe. Indeed, home grown 
solutions are more sustainable than the imported and 
imposed solutions. The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
accomplished this. The manner in which all this was 
accomplished is overwhelming, as it was done peacefully, 
with no loss of life and without vandalism to property. 
This is a great lesson to be learned by many in other 
countries.
Henceforth, we pray that the people of Zimbabwe will 
work together towards nation building, economic 
growth, political stability and other aspects of growth. 

Remembering the people of Zambia
Zambia enjoys relative peace and stability. Its economy 
continues to strengthen. There have however been 
signs of intolerance and not accepting dissension.   
We pray that this and other tendencies will be 
addressed, so that Zambia continues on the trajectory 
of peace, stability and growth.

Remembering the people of South Africa
South Africa has been on the news for many wrong 
reasons, which obscured the good things that are 
done in some corners of public and private life. We 
are ever grateful for the stable judicial system that the 
country is endowed with. We pray for good governance 
and an end to corruption. We pray for the outcome of the 
ANC elective conference on 16 – 20 December 2017 
that it be the one that can take the country forward. 

Condemning slavery in Libya
We received the shocking news of slavery that is 
practised in Libya. We condemn this disrespect and 
devaluing of human life, in general and the black life, 
in particular. Human beings cannot be used as 
commodities, as they are created in the image of 
God with human dignity. 
May God’s reign come in all these and many other 
countries, and may justice and righteousness that 

Jesus Christ established prevail. 

REFORMATION 500
We come to the end of the 500th year of the Reformation 
that started on 31 October 1517 with Martin Luther nailing 
his 95 theses on the door of a church in Saxony, inviting 
all who were interested to a public discussion on 
papal indulgences. We thank all those that contribut-
ed papers and devotions to mark the milestone. The 
challenge that is left for the UPCSA and other 
denominations of the Reformed faith is:  What after 
the 500 years? How will the church reformed 
continue to reform? It is hoped that we shall 
engage in this discussion and find a common 
ground going forward. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES
The Consultation of the Moderators, Clerks and 
Treasurers of all our 19 Presbyteries made a 
commitment to dedicate their February Council 
meetings to church administration. We pray and 
hope that this will bring about positive change 
towards cohesive, effective and efficient adminis-
tration in the UPCSA. We continue to encourage 
the Presbyteries to stick to their commitment and 
submit the returns by the end of February 2018. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY WORKING GROUP ON 
ASSOCIATIONS (GAWGA)
The GA Working Group on Associations is taking 
drastic and significant steps to meet the 2018 
deadline when the work of amalgamating the 
association should be completed. A letter with a 
detailed road map and action plan will be issued by 
the Conveners of the GAWGA in the next two weeks. 
It is our prayer that we shall all work together for the 
accomplishment of the task, which is for the glory of 
God. Indeed, “The zeal of the Lord Almighty will 
accomplish this.” 

THE PROFILE OF A UPCSA MINISTER
As approved by the 2017 Executive Commission, we 
encourage all to place as the focus of the year 2018 
the boosting of the profile of a UPCSA minister. This 
should be informed by a slogan, “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. The 
following extracts from Chapter 16 of the Manual of 
Faith and Order serve as a reminder of who we are as 
ministers and what our primary duties are: 
“Ministers have a special role in enabling the Church 
to proclaim the Gospel. They are called and ordained 
to preach the Word, to administer the Sacraments, to 
care for all those in their charge, and, with the Elders, 
to rule. To emphasise their teaching role, they are often 
referred to as Teaching Elders, thus distinguishing 
them from Ruling Elders. This division in terminology is 
not wholly satisfactory because the main functions of 
Ruling Elders are also functions of Ministers by virtue 
of their calling to share in the obligation to rule. 
Ministers form a key leadership group in the Church, 
with special responsibility for its life at the local level in 
Congregations; at a regional level where all Ministers 
in pastoral charges and others, such as Ministers 
Emeriti, have seats on the Presbytery and the Synod; 
and throughout the Church in their opportunities to be 
commissioned as members of General Assembly and 
to serve on Commissions and/or Committees.” 
“16.1 Ministers are obliged to be faithful in the study of 
Scripture and prayer, to live holy lives, to preach the 
Word, to administer the Sacraments, to care for the 
people entrusted to them, to participate in the 
fellowship and work of the ruling Councils of the 
Church, to subject themselves to the authority and 
discipline of the Church and to seek its unity and 
peace.”
The officials of the Presbyteries in their Consultation 
made a commitment to strengthen their pastor pasto-
rum role, as they seek to achieve “A sound and stable 
minister for a sound and stable congregation”. We 
remind the officials of this important task towards the 
welfare and development of our ministers.  

16 Days of activism against violence on women 
and children
We are still in the 16 Days of activism against 
violence on women and children. We encourage 

ministers to speak out against any form of violence 
on women and children. Let us work for a society of 
peace, justice and equality. 

Compliments of the Festive Season
We now say, “Well done good and faithful servants”. 
You achieved a lot in the course of 2017. You have 
also been through a lot, but you pulled through. Dr 
Phil says, “Instead of being ashamed of what you 
have been through, be proud of what you have over-
come.” You are more than conquerors in Christ 
Jesus. Take time to relax and praise God for the 
steadfast love. We wish you a merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. May God bless you and your 
loved ones. Let us all claim 2018 as a year of victory 
and peace for the UPCSA family. 

Let’s Journey Together “To be a reconciled community 
of Christians exercising a prophetic witness to Christ”. 

Yours in Christ. 

Lungile Mpetsheni
GENERAL SECRETARY

Reading plays a vital role in the life of a child – 
providing fuel for intellectual, emotional and spiritual 
growth. Reading fires the imagination and opens a 
child’s mind to a world beyond his or her physical 
environment. To enjoy all these benefits, a child 
needs access to age-appropriate books.

The Gooldville Mission School is a UPCSA project, 
situated in Thohoyandou, Limpopo, catering to 
primary school children living in an under-resourced 
area. The school has a library but no books.

As a Committee, we are convinced that many families 
are in possession of suitable books which are no 

longer being used. So, let’s put these to use to benefit 
the Gooldville School. The Committee is appealing to 
congregations in Highveld, eGoli, Tshwane, Limpopo 
and Lekoa Presbyteries to conduct a “Give a book 
for Christmas” campaign and to collect books, either 
new or second hand, suitable for children aged 6-12.

Arrangements for the transportation of these books 
to Thohoyandou will be made early in the New Year. 
In the meantime, we ask that you collect the books 
and let Eddie Stopforth know how many need to be 
collected.

Give a book for Christmas and bless a child forever.

UPCSA EXECUTIVE COMMISSION 2017. 
By Elder David Macdonald. David is the Session 
Clerk of Plumstead Presbyterian Church.

The Executive Commission of the Uniting Presbyterian 
Church in Southern Africa meets every second year in 
the odd years, 2015, 2017, etc., in between the meet-
ings of the General Assembly which meets in the even 
years 2016, 2018 etc. The Commission is a smaller 
meeting basically comprising one Minister and 
one Elder from each of the 18 Presbyteries in 
Southern Africa, Zambia (Zambia only has a 
Synod) and Zimbabwe, plus certain officers from 
Central Office and Committee Convenors. This 
year, I was the Elder Commissioner for the Pres-
bytery of the Western Cape at the meeting held 
in Harare, in the Presbytery of Zimbabwe which 
took place from 11 to 14 July 2017. Subject to 
certain limitations the Commission exercises the 
functions and powers of the General Assembly.

The meetings were held at a Roman Catholic 
school/retreat centre on the outskirts of Harare 
where delegates were housed in dormitory blocks. It 
was fairly basic, with a failure of the hot water 

system, but at least the beds were comfortable with 
a generous supply of warm blankets. The catering 
was very good and more than sufficient; and the 
local congregations had obviously gone to a great 
deal of trouble and expense to provide for us. A high-
light, one evening, was the braai with Kudu and other 
game meats along with Mopane worms as the 
featured treat! I persuade two visitors from Denver in 
the USA that they absolutely had to try the Mopane 
worms, as it is an African delicacy. They duly did, but 
I failed to mention that I had never eaten a Mopane 
worn in my life!

The Commission meets from Tuesday to Friday and 
its work is built mainly around reports from various 
departments and committees contained in the 
papers circulated before the meeting. Those who are 
interested in the wider life and work of our UPCSA 
Church are encouraged to Google UPCSA; select 
“Home Page”; select “Assembly Documentation” 
and you will find the Papers and Supplementary 
Papers for the 2017 Excom – some 230 pages in all. 
It will make for interesting reading to browse through 
the papers and stop at topics which pique your 
curiosity. Space does not allow for a comprehensive 
report on all the issues that were considered and I 
can just mention a few of the main headings of the 
report-back which I gave to the Presbytery of the 
Western Cape at its meeting on 8 August 2017.

FINANCE
The papers include the audited Annual Financial 
Statements for the year ending, June 2016, with 
more comprehensive reports and a schedule of 
comparative figures that I have seen in similar state-
ments from many other companies and auditors. A 
study of these financials will be of assistance to any 
who wonder what becomes of the Assessments 
which we pay to General Assembly. In short, total 
income increased from R10.9 million, in the prior 
year, to R12.0 million in 2016, largely due to an 
increase of about R1.0 million in assessment 
income, and notwithstanding a reduction in donations 

received and investment income. Expenditure is very 
tightly controlled with a small deficit for the year and 
similar results projected for the 2017 year and in the 
2018 budget.

MINISTRY
This is the largest area of expenditure, but unfortu-
nately the training of new Ministers and assistance 
to Probationers has had to be cut back over the 
past years due to budgetary constraints. At present, 
we have 23 Students for the ministry and 13 Proba-
tioners recently qualified. This is not sufficient to 
meet the needs to the denomination going 
forward, and the responsible Committee is work-
ing on alternative forms of ministry, such as 
shared ministry, of which Plumstead Presbyterian 
Church is a pioneer – and an enhanced role for 
Lay Ministers.

MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP
This is one of the UPCSA’s most active Committees. 
It has, to date, put out excellent material on Lay 
Ministries, namely “Fresh Expressions” and the new 
approach to what it means to be a Missional Church. 
Along with this, the Committee has proposed Orders 
for services in October 2017 to commemorate the 
500th Anniversary of the Reformation - in order that, 
above all things, we should never forget that we 
stand in the conviction of “Salvation by Grace alone”.
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HOW VIOLENTLY, HOW VIOLENTLY…

The 10th of December was International Human 
Rights Day. It was also the last day of the 16 Days of 
Activism in South Africa for no violence against 
women and children.

There is a fairly well known Christmas Hymn called 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” written around 1868 by 
Bishop Phillips Brooks (1835-1893). The hymn 
paints a very peaceful picture of a quietly slumbering 
Bethlehem, as “above thy deep and dreamless 
sleep, the silent stars go by.” The third verse begins 
like this: “How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift 
is given.”

I wondered how we might respond to a “slight tweak” 
in this line, so that it begins in this way: “How violent-
ly, how violently, the wondrous gift…”

In truth, the gift of Christ by our heavenly Father 
came so wondrously into the world, but it was also a 
violent world in which Jesus was born. Palestine had 
been under harsh Roman rule for decades by the 
time of his birth. Herod the Great ruled at the time, 
appointed by the Romans. Time would reveal that he 
could be quite brutal towards his own people in 
suppressing uprising after uprising. And so, besides 
the problem of being occupied by Rome, the Jews 
did not like Herod because of his cruel ways and the 
fact that he was not a true Hebrew, being by descent, 
an Edomite.

Herod, it seems, had quite a free reign while in 
power, and he defended his position vigorously. This 
is evidenced in his final years, where he demonstrat-
ed a paranoia with regard to his throne, leading him 
to execute many people he imagined were attempt-
ing to take his place. These even included three of 
his sons and his favourite wife.

It seems clear from scripture (Matthew 2:1-18) that 
when the Magi arrive on the scene, it is some two 
years after the birth of Jesus. But this does not 
change the fact that the arrival of the Messiah is 
connected to a very dark and violent event commit-
ted against children, their parents and the communi-
ty of a little town called Bethlehem.

Herod, upon realizing that he was thwarted by the 
Magi in his scheme to rid himself of yet another 
threat to his throne – “Go and make a careful search 
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” (V8) – orders 
the indiscriminate slaughter of all the children in 
Bethlehem and its immediate neighbourhood who 

were two years and younger.

By careful calculation, and considering the population 
of Bethlehem, some scholars think the number of 
children that were affected could only have been 
twenty at most. But this is a small consolation. The 
deed was no less atrocious. Even one, would be one 
too many.

That this incident is not mentioned in any extra-bibli-
cal record does not mean it did not happen. The 
murder of a few infants in an insignificant village 
might appear scarcely worth taking note of in a reign 
stained by so much bloodshed. Besides which, it is 
not too much out of character for Herod as he 
responded to his paranoia. This corresponds easily 
with the fact that in South Africa, where statistically a 
woman is raped every six minutes, only two or three 
make it into the newspapers.

South Africans, in particular, are a deeply traumatized 
people, who have become overwhelmed and 
numbed by the unacceptably high levels of violence 
each day. So, in light of this, here are a few things we 
can consider…

Violence is not simply someone else’s problem

I am sure that we each can talk about some violent 
event that has touched our lives, either directly or 
indirectly. We probably all know someone who has 
suffered through violence. We simply cannot go the 
way of the world – which is to hide behind high walls 
in the vain hope that it will eventually go away. Why 
wait until you, or someone very close to you are 
victims of violence before you become serious about 
violence in your communities and your country?

We all need to get involved in our communities. If 
you see a violent act taking place, get involved by 
reporting it to the police, along with any other infor-
mation that might help in their investigation. Do not 
let your sense of frustration lead you to think “This is 
a waste of time”…OR… “The police will do nothing.” 
The least we can do is to report crime. Remember, 
violence affects a community and is everyone’s 
problem. 

We can choose to minister peace
In the name of Jesus we are able to minister peace:  
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
sons of God.” (Matt 5:9); “A gentle answer turns 
away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov 
15:1); “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said 
to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword.” (Matt 26:52)

The choice to minister words of peace, or words that 
create more strife, is ours. Choose peace.
This can happen by seeking reconciliation with one 
another. In a community, we can choose to engage 
with violence where it is evident. If you know a man 
beats his wife, or if you know a child seems to be 
getting hurt by his or her parents – or other people, 
get involved. The least we can do is to report these 
things to the police. Despite a poor response record 
in some communities, if the police receive more and 
more calls of this nature, they might get the message 
that people actually care about what’s happening! 
We simply need to get involved.

Conclusion
Finally, prevention is always better than cure. Our 
world needs young people who can grow up in a 
stable social climate; who will place a high premium 
on peace and reconciliation as opposed to violence. 
How sad when parents teach their children that the 
way to resolve disputes or differences of opinion is to 
be violent. How sad when the sign of “being a man” 
is determined by being able to give and take violence 
in one form or another.

One way we can change the picture in our country is 
to care about what our children are exposed to. We 
can, for example, care about the daily content of 

what is watched on television. Some parents are not 
even vaguely aware of what their children are 
exposed to. In a study done carried out in America, 
“the average child looks at TV something like 12 to 24 
hours a week, depending on his age. By the time the 
average child is 15 years old he will have witnessed 
the violent destruction of more than 13,000 human 
beings on television.”

We can all do better than that. Our children deserve a 
better future. With God’s help, the Church should be 
leading the way to that better future. I am reminded of an 
old Christian song, which is profound in its simplicity:
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me;
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was 
meant to be.
With God our creator, family all are we.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. By Jill 
Jackson (1955).

Mike Muller
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necessarily represent the official position of the UPCSA. 
Submissions 
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well. The editors of the Presbyterian Link reserve the right to 
edit/adapt or decline articles submitted to it. Submissions can be 
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submissions@unitingpresbyterian.org 

Feedback 
We would love to hear from our readers regarding any 
article. 
Please email us at: youropinion@unitingpresbyterian.org 
Executive Editor: The General Secretary. 
Editorial Team: Rev. M Muller; Glenys Kelly.
Email them at: presbylink@unitingpresbyterian.org 
A publication of the Uniting Presbyterian Church in South-
ern Africa, by the Communications Committee. 
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