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Dear Readers 

In April we celebrate Freedom 

Day in South Africa.   

 

Freedom is different things to 

different  

people.  Rod reminds us in his love letter on 

page 2, that Jesus sets us free:  not only 

free from the law of sin and death, but also 

free to serve, to forgive, to follow Christ and 

to love God and our neighbours.  On page 7 

Zukiswa Jafta reminds us of the price that 

was paid by people for freedom in this  

country and urges us to respect it and be 

grateful for it.  I also posted some quotes on 

freedom by famous people on page 19. 

On page 16, in his search for the truth,  

Kobus turned to the Gospel and found anew: 

for us to be set free and to receive all the 

happiness and joy we want, only takes  

courage and the faith to stroll in His way. 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to 

the Percherons Men’s Service Organisation 

founded in 1969. You will find the reasons 

on page 20. 

Blessings for a wonderful April.  Remember 

that Jesus said in John 8:36:  “So if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  

Mariana Rabie 
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Dear free ones 
 
Over coffee today, with a long-standing 
member of BPC, I was paid the nicest of 
compliments when he said, "You know, 
Rod, you have taught me not to feel 
guilty." 
 
So again, free ones, I am not going all 
hippy or weird. (The theme for the Mag 
this month is freedom, our dear Editor 
taking the cue from our National holi-
day on the 27th,  
Freedom Day.)  I have simply  
greeted you with regard to your  
official standing in Christ Jesus. He has 
set us free:  

Free from the law of sin and 
death; free from the record of our 
sins; free from being slaves to 
death, the evil one, even our own 
judgement of ourselves. And not 
just free FROM but free TO.... 
 
FREE to serve, to forgive as we 
have been and to the extent we 
have been forgiven, to follow 
Christ, to love God, to love our 
neighbours.  Free to enjoy all the 
gifts and pleasures of this life 
without guilt. 

Any preacher could go on and on and 

on and...  Enough, you get it, but do 
you?  Really, do you, do we, really get 
how free we are?  Paul writes to the 
Galatian believers and he is very cross 
that some people have got into this 
new fellowship and have corrupted his 
teaching about the good news of the 
grace of Jesus.  They are now confused 
about whether they have to become 
holy to inherit the grace of Jesus and 
about just how much of the Law ( of the 
Old Testament), or which laws exactly, 
they HAVE TO obey in order to please 
God.  An  
exasperated Paul tells them they have 
become "foolish" and "bewitched":  
one translation even says "you stupid 
Galatians!"  Finally, he slaps down for 
their attention what he has been teach-
ing them and writes: "It is for freedom 
that Christ has made us free". 
 

Take a moment to read that again, 
slowly:  "It is for freedom that Christ 
has set us free." 
 

As dangerous as it sounds, we have a 
"no rules" faith.  Religions are full of 
rules.  One of my friends told me his 
girlfriend left the church through which 
she came to know Jesus  
because after a while she worked out 
that most of their rules (like no danc-

Letter from the 
       Minister 
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ing) had nothing to do with her faith in 
Jesus!  And the famous C. S. Lewis said 
that the Doctrine of Grace is the most 
dangerous thing in the world to teach, 
but the most glorious thing to believe 
and  
practise.  We are free. YOU are free. A 
"no rules religion" is ours, and in place 
of rules/ musts/have to’s is the free-
dom of "you may if you wish" and "you 
can if you want to".  The gift of free 
choice given in Eden is still the Father's 
gift of unlimited grace. 

 

Even as I write this I want to begin to 
qualify some statements, limit or fence 
this grace called freedom, and so I am 
sure you too will  
struggle to believe and behave as a 
"free one". Jesus has taught us that we 
have been under the sway of the evil 
one and we have   
succumbed to the evil lie; that we are 
not free, but bound over for  
judgement for failing to "keep the com-
mands of God".  It was that lie that 
made Paul angry and why he was so 
firm with the Galatians: would they be-
lieve the lie of Christ's enemy and ours, 
or would they  
believe the Holy Spirit and the gift of 
freedom?  Freedom from fear and free-
dom to give our lives over to Him who 
came not to judge the world but that 
through Him we would be given God's 
eternal peace - shalom and salvation 
(John 3:17). 

Go into the rest of your life and serve 
the Lord with gladness.   

Not with drudgery. You are His  
daughter, son, beloved: you are  
not His slave. 

 

One last thought: freedom brings  
responsibility; actually it heightens 
one's responsibility as you can use your 
freedom to bless or curse  
others. What a magnificent  
privilege to go out every day with the 
knowledge that "I have been blessed to 
bless others" and all I do in each and 
every interaction can bring others out 
of fear and into what Romans chapter 
8 calls "the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God".   

 

We call this privileged liberty 
"Carefree".  The Bible calls it  
salvation, by the Grace of God.   

 

I hope you will give thanks, be a bit 
carefree in blessing others and sit back 
and enjoy the thought you are a free 
one! 

 
Love 
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In the Family 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              

FOR INSERTION IN THE MAY  

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN  

THURSDAY 14 APRIL 2016 Ed 
! ! 

 

On 14 March Ron and Jeanette  

Ungerer celebrated their 46th  

Wedding Anniversary.  She shared 

the following with us: 

THE GIFT WRAP ... THE JEWEL 

I may be old and my body wrinkled 

where my bones were  

young and strong; 

I may walk a little slower  

where I trust God for my  

health each day:  

eyes bright and clear 

a happy heart  

a sound mind ... 

but as you peel away the old skin, 

you will find a jewel  

made by God’s hand. 

So, handle with care,  

for I am the  

apple of God’s eye. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8ptRD7hTyzkA1M2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNGNmNjc1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM4ZjI3NjM0YzhiMTk3ZTMwNzg4NjI0NGI1MzFjMmFkOQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Df
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Birthday Greetings:  
April 

Happy Birthday 
If your name has been omitted or the date is wrong, please  

let Caryl know so that our records may be corrected 

1 Zelda Louwrens 

 Marius van der  
Westhuizen 

 

2 Arwen Elle Lehmann  

 Pieter Marais 

 Koos Retief  

   

3     Caroline Fourie 

   

4 Frank Landman 

       Dario Milakovic 

 

5 Leon Kotze 

 Tracy Leibbrandt 

 De Wit Stegmann 

 

6 Charlotte Bruyns 

   

7 James Davidson 

 Pat Strydom 

 

8 Torris de Reuck 

 Brenda du Toit 

   

9    Lauren Philips 

 

10  Carel Bosch 

 Charmaine Elford 

 Tanika-Lee Petzer 

 Irma Skinner 

 Shantelle van Aarde 

11 Patrick Dunn 

 Elmien Filippi 

  Una Henderson 

  Dee Matthews 

  Gret McGuinness 

  Anne-marie Smith 

 

12 Carlos Adriaans 

 Maarten (Jnr) 
 Stöckigt 

 Sarah Swanepoel 

 Tertia Voget 

 

13 Axel de Boelpaep 

 Jacques Terblanché 

  

14 Debbie de Boelpaep 

 Candice Lubbe 

 

15 Rachel Botsis 

 Yuki Petersen 

 

16 Ashley de Lange 

 

18  Emily Frantz 

 Rachael Kirk 

 Hanneli Kotze 

 Xandy Strydom 

 

19 Simon Brown 

 Johan van Niekerk 

  

20 Braeme le Roux 

 Beatrice Lötter 

 

22 Maureen Toerien 

 

23 Melissa Ellis 

 

24 Wina Hoeksel 

 Germaine Owen 

 

25  Mandy Botsis 

  Maureen Gatt 

   Nikki Nupen 

  Heidi Stander 

  Sarah Swart 

 

26  Tony Robinson 

 Chris Senekal 

   

27 Felicity Murray 

 Mariana Rabie 

 Menyam Ticha 

 Marlene Turner 

 John Weaving 

 

28 Ngcime Mweso 

 

29 Amy Brown 

 

30 Barbara Groves 

     Bernhard van 
 Leeuwen 
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Church Diary 

Special events in APRIL 

5 April 

SCHOOLS START 

 

5 & 19 April 

19:00:  Session  

  

8, 15, 22 & 29 April 

19:00:  Youth 

  

12 April 

19:00:  Presbytery  

      Percherons 

  

17 April 

Mission awareness Sunday 

 

24 April 

Communion 

 

26 April 

Men’s Fellowship 

 

27 April 

FREEDOM DAY 

 

Freedom is supposed to be “the 

power or right to act, speak, or think as 

one wants without hindrance or re-

straint” according to the Oxford diction-

ary.  Freedom is a state of not being  

imprisoned or enslaved.   

 

On Wednesday, 27 April 1994, South 

Africans from all backgrounds, creeds 

and races lined up at voting stations 

across the country to make their mark 

on a ballot in the country’s very first 

democratic general elections.  On 

Wednesday the 27th of this month,  

this defining moment will again be  

celebrated by South Africans of all 

walks of life.   

 

So many good things happened during 

the past 22 years, but many  

disappointing things also happened.  

Let’s make Wednesday 27 April a Day 

of Prayer for the Leaders of our  

Country;  that God will touch their 

hearts and grant them wisdom to lead 

this beautiful country well. 
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Suffer to freedom 
Zukiswa Jafta 

 

When I turn back I feel to cover my face. 

I heard people crying for help 

After that there was silence and quiet. 

The streets were full of dead bodies 

The police were holding guns and there were a mass of blood. 

The blood was running through the rivers 

No one wants to stand up and say something 

But Baba Mandela stood up and said ... 

Enough is enough!  Stop die fighting! 

Let’s be together and build South Africa with peace and love. 

Stop holding grudges against each other 

And just live your life to the fullest. 

We are here today because of the blood of those who died for us. 

Let’s respect it and be grateful for it. 

 

 

Editor’s note:   

 

This poem is from the 2013 Anthology of poems read at the McGregor Poetry Festival.   

Zukiswa Jafta is a single parent who lives in Nqubela with her mother.   

She is a vibrant community worker.  She heads a drama group called Stars of Tomorrow  

which has performed at the Baxter Theatre in Cape Town. 

Prayers & Poems  
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Teenz Ministry 2016 

Children’s Ministry 
 
Children’s Ministry is where it all begins.  
 
It is a well-known fact that most adult  
Christians were introduced to Jesus in their 
childhood years and for this reason we take 
very seriously the opportunity that God has 
given us to help grow our children spiritually. 
 
We have an average of 50 children between 
the ages of 3 and 12 attending Children’s 
Ministry each week. In order to keep order 
within the chaos of 50 bubbly and energetic 
children, we have a staff of 21 adults. These 
adults offer up their time and resources every 
week to be examples and mentors to our 
children. 
 
The main aim in Children’s Ministry is to 
share God’s love and kindness with each and 
every child that walks through our door.  
 
Our staff who help make this a reality are the 
following: 
 
 Junior welcome team: Jill van Eyssen and 

Pam Botha 

 Junior worship team: Ilka and Leon von 
Solms 

 Leaders of ages 3 – 5: Linda Stanford, 
Charlene Petzer and Corinne Swanepoel 

 Leaders of Grades R 1: Lisa Bruwer and 
Jaimee Snyders 

 Leader of Grade 2: Jennie van den Berg 

 Assistant of Grade 2: Alice Kanyerere 

 Senior welcome team: Helen Oosthuizen 

 Senior worship team: Andria and Grant 
Gush 

 Leaders of Grades 3 - 5: Louis Coetzee 
and Tammy de Boelpaep 

 Leaders of Grades 6 & 7: Leon Kotze, 
Audrey Coetzee, Sharon Myburgh and 
Michelle Retief 

 
We also have a few moms who are always 
willing to help out where need be. 
 
Our Senior class grew exponentially this year 
with a large Grade 2 class moving up from 
downstairs to Grade 3. In total we now have 
between 10 and 15 children from Grade 3 to 
7 attending every week. 
 
The junior classes are also doing well and 
growing steadily. 
 
Curriculum 
Our age 3 – 5 children follow the ‘Bubbles’ 
syllabus, developed by our age-old, trusted 
Scripture Union. The weekly lessons are 
filled with fun and interactive activities that 
keep the youngsters enthralled throughout 
the teaching. 
 
Our primary school children follow the 
‘Evangeli’ curriculum, which was developed 
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in South Africa for South African children. 
This makes the lessons applicable to our 
children’s daily lives. They also consist of 
age-appropriate lessons with lovely activi-
ties to help reinforce what has been 
taught. 
 
Class environment  
It is very important for us to create a child-
friendly and age-appropriate environment 
for our children to worship in. With this in 
mind, Marelize Badenhorst has offered up 
her time and incredibly creative skills to 
paint a mural for us in the downstairs hall. 
She has already begun, and the mural is 
taking shape as Marelize finds time to slip 
away and add more details. We look  
forward to the final result! 
 
Planned activities 
We have several activities planned for the 
year, including our annual picnic at the 
Jack Muller Park, Family Fun Day at the 
end of the second term, when all parents 
and grandparents get to join us at  
Children’s Ministry for some family fun, a 
senior class quiz and, of course, our prize 

giving and concert at the end of the year. 
Greetings from Children’s Ministry! 
Helen Oosthuizen 

Easter is almost over and parents will be 

dealing with sore tummies, sugar-rushes 

and other problems induced by excessive 

chocolate consumption! Please take a few 

moments to explain to even the littlest 

ones what the real meaning of Easter is.  

 

Impress upon them the sombreness of 

Good Friday … Jesus dying on the cross 

so that we may stand blameless before the 

Father. The alternative would have been to 

watch Uncle Rod slaughtering a sheep on 

the communion table for our sins! Encour-

age a sense of excitement and expectation 

for the miracle of Easter Sunday … Jesus 

defeating death and returning from the 

grave to spend more time on Earth with 

His loved ones before returning to Heaven 

to prepare a place there for us. 

 

The fact is that the eggs and bunnies actu-

ally originated in the pre-Christian spring 

rites of the fertility goddess Eostre, from 

whose name the word "estrogen" is also 

derived! Christians have attached their 

own connotations - the eggs symbolise 

new life, and hollow eggs the empty tomb. 

Let's use these simple pleasures to remind 

children of God's love!   

Estelle  Strydom 
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Spread the Word 

SEVEN PRAYERS TO SAY  

FOR YOUR CHILDREN 

Sunday: 

 

Pray for love that overflows 

Lord, may the love of ……………………………………… 

increase and overflow for those in our family 

and for everyone else (1 Thessalonians 3:12). 

 

Monday: 

 

Pray for growth in knowledge 

Lord, may ……………………… grow to love Your 

Word. May the heart of ………………….. trust 

Your commands. May …………………………….. seek 

good judgement. Fill …………………….. with the 

knowledge of Your will through the wisdom 

and understanding the Spirit gives (Psalm 

119:66; Colossians 1:9). 

 

Tuesday: 

 

Pray for understanding of what really matters 

Lord, may …………………. know Your will and 

understand what is right because of Your law. 

May …………………………… not copy the 

behaviour and customs of this world, but be 

transformed into a new person through 

changed thoughts and by knowing your perfect 

and pleasing will. (Romans 2:18; Romans 12:2). 

 

Wednesday:  

 

Pray for a pure and blameless life 

Lord, may …………………….. keep firm in faith, 

staying pure and blameless until the end. May 

the good work You started in …………………….. 

carry on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus. May …………………….... hold firmly to the 

word of life, so life’s labour will not be in vain. 

(1 Corinthians 1:8; Philippians 1:6 and 2:6). 

 

Thursday: 

 

Pray for the fruit of salvation 

Lord, may ………………….. be like a tree planted 

by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 

season and whose leaf does not wither. May 

…………………. delight in the law of the Lord, 

meditating on it day and night, and because of 

your Word planted deep within ………………., 

may whatever ………………. does prosper  

(Psalm 1: 2-3). 

 

Friday: 
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Pray for righteous character and for a life 

in Jesus 

Lord, may ……………… be a peacemaker, who 

sows in peace and reaps a harvest of 

righteousness. Lord, may Your name be 

honoured because of the life of 

…………………… .  I know this is only possible 

because of Your grace. May love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control flow from the 

life of …………………. because of Your Spirit 

within (James 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 1:12; 

Galatians 5: 22-23). 

 

Saturday: 

 

Pray for glory and praise to God 

Lord, may ……………………. produce much 

fruit so that You may be glorified. May the 

life of………………….be for Your praise and 

glory, because of ………………………..’s hope in 

You. (John 15:8; Ephesians 1:14). 

 

Source: Jericho Walls, March 2016 

OPERATION MOBILISATION 

 

OM ships have visited 1 450 ports of call in 

151 countries. The current vessel, the Logos 

Hope, will be visiting five ports in South 

Africa from 17 March to 11 July 2016 (Cape 

Town in June 2016). 

 

FUELLING THE HOPE 

 

OM invites you to contribute to this unique 

ministry by means of a donation to ‘Fuel 

the Hope’. To sail the Logos Hope one 

nautical mile costs about R1 400 in fuel. 

Your contribution, no matter how small, can 

make a difference. 

 

How to Give: 

Banking details: 

Bank: Standard Bank 
Branch: Hatfield; 
Branch code: 011545  
Account name: OM South Africa 
Account number: 331947331  
Account type: Cheque 
Reference: FUELLINGHOPE 

 

Katie & Deirdré 
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Last month our little group hiked up Constantia 

Corner via De Villiers and Hely Hutchinson Res-

ervoirs and went on to look for the elusive Red 

Disa, which we found after a bit of a plod, in 

the Disa Stream. Although they are past their 

best, it is still very special to see them in their 

natural habitat. 

 

The Red Disa, also known as the ‘Pride of Table 

Mountain’, is a  

member of the orchid family and is the official 

emblem of the Western Cape Province.  It is 

also in the logos of The Mountain Club of South 

Africa and WP Rugby. The flower was  

discovered by a Swedish physician and botanist 

who is thought to have named it after Queen 

Disa from a  

famous Swedish saga.  The Red Disa is pollinat-

ed by the large 'Mountain Pride' butterfly 

which is strongly  

attracted by the red colour, whether seen in 

flowers, hiking socks, T-shirts, backpacks or 

elsewhere (red is a  

colour which many other insects  

cannot see). The disa species is only one out of 

about 15 plant species  

pollinated by this butterfly which  

evidently has a passion for red, but ignores 

flowers with other colours. This explains why 

an extremely rare yellow mutation of the 'red 

disa'  

cannot survive in nature as its flowers are not 

pollinated by the butterfly; once the mature 

plant has died the yellow form disappears as 

there is no  

seedling recruitment (the yellow  

mutant is not very vigorous like most other 

mutants in the plant kingdom, and therefore is 

not very long-lived). The Blue Disa is also en-

countered on the mountain.  

 

On our way down via Skeleton Gorge and Kirst-

enbosch Gardens, we  

detoured to the Enchanted Forest (Arboretum) 

to see the “Boomslang”, a treetop canopy 

walkway,  

commissioned to celebrate the  

Gardens centenary in 2013. It’s an impressive 

architectural and   

engineering creation snaking its way for 130m 

above the foliage which houses around 450 of 

South Africa’s 1000 indigenous species.  

And talking of snakes, I received a mail from 

the Ed. telling me about a couple in her com-

plex waking up at 2am to find a snake in their 

bed!  

Fortunately (for the snake, that is) her husband 

ONWARD→→→→ &  

UPWARD→→→→ ƚ 
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was well prepared and had the snake-

catcher’s  

telephone number handy. He  

obligingly responded to their  

emergency and duly removed the intruder. 

Here’s some interesting information: 

snakes hunt their prey generally by sight, 

having  

exceptional short-range vision, and scent, 

using their constantly  

flicking forked tongue to carry scent parti-

cles to a specialised sensory organ 

(Jacobson’s organ) on the roof of the 

mouth. In  

contrast, snakes are deaf to  

airborne sounds but are extremely sensitive 

to vibrations and will thus quickly retreat 

from potential threats. Generally by wear-

ing boots and socks pulled up over the 

calves or wearing long pants when out in 

the veld you’ll avoid being bitten as most 

snake bites occur on the lower legs and 

feet. The most common cause of snake 

bites (80%) is from attempting to kill or  

inappropriately handle a snake. 

 

If you encounter a snake in the home envi-

ronment, it’s  

recommended that you throw a sheet or 

blanket over it for it to hide under until it 

can be safely  

removed. 

 

For advice or emergencies contract Shaun 

MacLeod on 082 532 5033 who is the co-

ordinator of the Snake Rescue Volunteer 

Team in the Cape Peninsula. 

News hot off the press from  

Fernkloof Nature Reserve is the  

re-discovery on Wednesday, 9 March of a 

very rare orchid which was last seen in the 

Western Cape in 1966. According to 

the Fernkloof Indigenous Nursery's Face-

book page, the exquisite plant was  

discovered by Fran Joubert. Orchid  

expert Bill Liltved was contacted who 

"could not get into his car quickly enough 

to come out to Fernkloof to photograph it".   

He immediately identified the  

flower as a Disa forficaria,  

describing the experience as "the highlight 

of [his] botanical  

career".   

 

ALL GOD’S WONDROUS  

CREATION, PLANTS AND  

CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL! 

  

Dave Plant 
Convenor— Hiking Group 

082 493 2786 

https://www.facebook.com/FernkloofIndigenousNursery/
https://www.facebook.com/FernkloofIndigenousNursery/
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Story Behind our Songs 

When I think of freedom, I immediately think 

of the great and much loved hymn “Amazing 

grace” written by a sailor named John Newton 

(1725-1807). The story  

behind the hymn is a beautiful one and worth 

reflecting on. 

 

“The Greyhound had been thrashing about in 

the north Atlantic storm for over a week. The 

sailors had little hope of  

survival, but they mechanically worked the 

pumps, trying to keep the vessel afloat. On the 

eleventh day of the storm, sailor John Newton 

was too exhausted to pump, so he was tied to 

the helm and tried to hold the ship to its 

course. 

 

With the storm raging fiercely, Newton had 

time to think. His life seemed as  

ruined and wrecked as the battered ship he 

was trying to steer through the storm. Since 

the age of eleven he had lived a life at sea. 

Sailors were not noted for the  

refinement of their manners, but Newton had 

a reputation for profanity, coarseness, and de-

bauchery which even shocked many a sailor. 

 

His mother had prayed he would become a 

minister and had early taught him the Scrip-

tures. Some of those early childhood teach-

ings came to mind now. He  

remembered Proverbs 1:24-31, and in the 

midst of that storm, those verses seemed to 

confirm Newton in his despair: 

“Because I have called, and ye refused ... ye 

have set at nought all my counsel, and would 

none of my reproof: I also laughed at your ca-

lamity; I will mock when your fear cometh: 

when your fear cometh as desolation, and 

your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when 

distress and anguish come upon you. Then 

shall they call upon me, but I will not answer.” 

 

John Newton had rejected his mother's teach-

ings and had led other sailors into unbelief. 

Yet, Newton's thoughts began to turn to 

Christ. He found a New Testament and began 

to read. Luke 11:13 seemed to assure him that 

God might still hear him: "If ye then, being 

evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children: how much more shall your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 

him." 

 

That day at the helm, March 21, 1748, was a 

day Newton remembered ever after, for "On 

that day the Lord sent from on high and deliv-

ered me out of deep waters." Many years lat-

er, as an old man, Newton wrote in his diary of 

March 21, 1805: "Not well able to write; but I 

endeavor to  

observe the return of this day with  

humiliation, prayer, and praise." Only God's 

amazing grace could and would take a rude, 

profane, slave-trading sailor and transform 

him into a child of God. Newton never ceased 

to stand in awe of God's work in his life. 

Though Newton continued in his  



 

15 

profession of sailing and slave-trading for a 

time, his life was transformed. Newton left 

slave-trading and took the job of tide sur-

veyor at Liverpool, but he began to think he 

had been called to the ministry. His moth-

er's prayers for her son were answered, and 

in 1764,  

at the age of thirty-nine, John Newton be-

gan forty-three years of preaching the Gos-

pel of Christ. 

 

The world's most famous hymn 

For the Sunday evening services at the 

church he served in Olney, Newton  

often composed a hymn which  

developed the lessons and Scripture for the 

evening. In 1779, two hundred and eighty 

of these were collected and combined with 

sixty-eight hymns by Newton's friend and 

parishioner,  

William Cowper, and published as 

the Olney Hymns. The most famous of all 

the Olney Hymns, "Faith's Review and Ex-

pectation," grew out of David's exclamation 

in I Chronicles 17:16-17. We know it today 

as "Amazing Grace." 

 

In 1779 Newton left Olney to become rec-

tor of St. Mary Woolnoth in London. His 

ministry included not only the  

London poor and the merchant class but 

also the wealthy and influential.  

William Wilberforce, a member of  

Parliament and a prime mover in the  

abolition of slavery, was strongly  

influenced by John Newton's life and 

preaching. Newton's Thoughts on the Afri-

can Slave Trade, based on his own experi-

ences as a slave trader, was very important 

in securing British abolition of slavery.  

Newton lived to be eighty-two years old 

and continued to preach and have an active 

ministry until beset by fading health in the 

last two or three years of his life. Even 

then, Newton never ceased to be amazed 

by God's grace and told his friends, "My 

memory is nearly gone; but I remember 

two things: That I am a great sinner, and 

that Christ is a great Savior." 
 

Mandy Botsis 

 

WWW.Christianity.com (adapted) 

    

 

These are the words of that 
great  hymn: 
 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me.... 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now, I see. 

 

T'was Grace that taught... 
my heart to fear. 

And Grace, my fears relieved. 
How precious did that Grace appear... 

the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares... 

we have already come. 

T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far... 

and Grace will lead us home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me... 
His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be... 

as long as life endures. 

 

When we've been here ten thousand years... 
bright shining as the sun. 

We've no less days to sing God's praise... 

then when we've first begun. 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me.... 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now, I see.   

http://WWW.Christianity.com
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Ultimate Strange Views  

South Africa and the United States are both 

having elections later in the year, and listening 

to the endless  

political rhetoric led me to reflect on the ques-

tions, “What is truth” and “Can anyone know 

the truth?”  The truth is important because 

what we believe is the truth shapes us as  

individuals and, therefore, also the  

society we live in.  But problems can arise if we 

believe a ‘truth’ which is wrong or incomplete.  

Quite often the reason for poor judgement 

comes from the tendency to cloud the lines  

between belief and truth. Often we  

confuse belief with truth, thinking that because 

something makes sense, suits us or is conven-

ient, it must be true. Conversely, sometimes 

we don’t believe the truth or reject it – be-

cause it would require us to change or admit 

that we were wrong.  This cuts across all as-

pects of our lives – sport, family relations, poli-

tics and religion.  The strange thing about truth 

is that it goes beyond belief: something could 

be true even if we don’t believe it is.  Truth is 

infinitely different from belief; or, for that 

matter, from hope or  

popularity.  I sometimes smile at the ‘great 

truths’ celebrities tell us when they endorse 

products such as soap or coffee in the media.   

So how can I get to the truth?  I think that our 

Father nods His head when we, His children, 

use our God-given  

talents to discover the truth in order to im-

prove our lives and those of  

others.  However, the truth can  

sometimes change validly.  In July 1869 the 

truth was that man could not fly to the moon.  

Not even in 1954 when Bart Howard wrote the 

song: 

In other Words, and Kaye Ballard sang it, did 

people consider it possible or a truth.  In 1961 

John F Kennedy  

believed it was possible to fly to the moon; in 

1963 Howard was persuaded to change his 

song’s title to Fly me to the Moon; in 1964 

Frank Sinatra made it famous, and we all know 

now that it became a truth on 20 July 1969 

when Neil and Buzz landed on the moon. 

 

The word ‘truth’ is an important word for us 

Christians.  It is mentioned 228 times in my Bi-

ble, however, it took some time to get to the 

bottom of it amongst these verses.  Turning to 

Proverbs first to get an answer from Solomon 

and his wise buddies did not really help be-

cause they hardly  

addressed the issue of ‘the truth’. And when 

they did in Proverbs 17:23, they wrote: ‘buy 

the truth and do not sell it’. Is it a commodity 

with which I can trade?  Confused, I turned to  

Revelations, the book which is  

supposed to elevate my mind and heart to wis-

dom, but it turned out to be a complete cul-de-

sac: no mention at all of the word ‘truth’.   
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Because I want to be a millionaire, I phoned a 

friend, a conservative Jew, who promptly ad-

vised me to read John’s letters ‘because what-

ever he says will be acceptable to you as a 

Christian’.  And yes, this ‘greatest of men’ did 

help me by saying: ‘Jesus Christ is the Truth’.  

However, in John I also discovered two other 

‘truths’ – firstly, that we don’t know every-

thing, and secondly, that the ‘father of 

lies’ (you figure him out) will always be around 

to whisper in his native  

language in our ears.  Looking at the fibre of 

world society I marvel at the many cunning 

strategies this Prince of Darkness utilises to 

keep people from the truth.  Not only has he 

already convinced many that the truth is  

relative, but further, that one person’s ‘truth’ is 

as relative as the other’s.  He is, of course, 

helped along by the many types of media that 

we have  

access to, to appeal to people’s sense of 

“verdraagsaamheid” (tolerance —but the Afri-

kaans word says it beter!) and fairness.  With 

those of us who  

already know the truth, he uses  

another type of strategy, and that is to plant 

seeds of doubt in our minds.  When I read that 

church attendance in developed countries var-

ies between 3 and 54%, I wonder how so many 

people could not believe in the truth. Their  

answer as to why they don’t attend is even 

more bizarre: they have issues with the beliefs 

of religion or they belief that attending church 

is not  

important.  Does this mean that Satan is ahead 

in the race for humans to  

discover the real truth about life and society? 

 

What do I need when confused about what the 

truth is?  My advice is to seek earnestly and 

unceasingly for the one source of truth that is 

complete, correct and incorruptible.  But how 

to do this? John has the answer: accept that 

the Father will offer the truth to us and the 

truth is His Gospel.  The truth is that all it takes 

is the courage and faith to stroll in His way; this 

will set us free and lead us to all the  

happiness and joy we want.  And how difficult 

is that?  Luke reckons it’s easy because He is 

not far from any one of us. 

 

Watching God work 

Kobus Mulder 
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Prayer for Inner Freedom 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, how we thank and praise You that You are our living 

Lord and loving Saviour and that You hold the reins of the universe in the 

palm of Your hand. Thank You that You are fully in control of all that is taking 

place in this fallen world and that You have not simply left us without hope.  

 

Thank You for our Salvation in Christ and thank You Father, for the freedom  

I have in Him – Thank You that I have been released from this world system 

and can rest in You, knowing that nothing can happen to me that is not  

permitted by You that will not eventually be for my good and for Your glory.  

 

Lord as the temporal freedoms within the world are fading away, may my 

confidence rest in You and You alone. Give me Your peace that passes all  

understanding in my heart… Your peace, which alone can set me free from 

the worries and anxieties that this world affords. Thank You that You are  

indeed my heavenly Father, my living Lord and my loving Saviour,  

in Whose name I pray,  

Amen 

 

 

[Source:  http://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Prayers-for-Freedom] 

Prayers & Poems  
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It never ceases to amaze me how well some people can express their ideas.  

These are some quotes by a few such exceptional people about freedom ...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... and then from the Word of our 

Lord:  

 

“In my anguish I cried to the Lord,  

and he answered by setting me free.”  

Ps. 118:5 

Quotes on Freedom 
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PERCHERONS MEN'S  

SERVICE ORGANISATION 

 

On Tuesday evening, 8 March 2016, 

the present members of the  

Percherons Men’s Service  

Organisation agreed to disband the  

organisation.  A sad moment. 

 

The organisation, popularly known as 

the Percherons, was founded in 1969.  

The founding meeting was held in the 

Harlequin Restaurant on  

Voortrekker Road and was attended 

by some 35 enthusiastic BPC male 

members.  A constitution, together 

with rules and regulations, was  

proposed and accepted.  It started 

with its main aim being “to 

acknowledge by example, action, 

word and deed, Jesus Christ as  

Saviour, Lord and Master”.  Members 

dedicated themselves to serving the 

community and their activities  

became part of BPC’s outreach work. 

 

Over the years, some great fund-

raising functions were held.  Many 

benefitted from the help the  

Percherons were able to give as a  

result of these efforts.  Apart from 

the work they were doing, the  

Percherons also built and enjoyed a 

wonderful Christian fellowship.  Their 

wives fully participated in what their 

husbands were doing and together 

they enjoyed many social occasions. 

 

However ... the Percherons have not 

been able to attract new members to 

ensure the continuation of the  

outreach work.  Living conditions 

seem to be changing in that men find 

it difficult to find time to join an  

organisation like the Percherons 

which, because of its activities, does 

demand considerable commitment.  

Other reasons for the disbanding are 

that a number of Percherons are 

reaching an age where they wish to 

stand down and that illness has also 

made its impact. 

The Percherons send their sincere  

appreciation for the wonderful  

support so many of you have given 

during all the forty-seven years of 

serving the community. 

 

Felix Pina 
Secretary  

It’s time to go ... 
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Did You Know? 

The Slave Lodge  

As the theme 

for this month 

is Freedom it 

is  

interesting to 

explore the 

somewhat 

turbulent history of the Slave Lodge in Cape 

Town. 

 

The second oldest building in South Africa, 

it was built in 1679 by the Dutch East India 

Company to house its slaves as slavery was 

big  

business in the Cape. Conditions in the 

lodge were atrocious – it housed  

between 7 000 and 9 000 slaves between 

1679 and the mid  

nineteenth century. It gained the  

reputation of being the Cape  

Colony’s biggest brothel. Men and women 

were housed separately but provision was 

made for married  

couples. The building also included accom-

modation for overseers and an executioner! 

Schoolrooms for slave children, a lunatic 

asylum and a slave hospital were also situat-

ed within its walls. 

On 25 March 1807 the British  

Government passed the abolition of Slave 

Trade Act. In 1834 the Slavery Abolition Act 

was passed which  

legally freed 40 000 slaves in South Africa, 

mainly by auctioning them off, but many of 

them were only freed by 1838.  

 

After this, the Slave Lodge functioned as the 

Cape’s first post  

office, and later, as the Cape Supreme 

Court, a deeds office, a  

library and as offices for the  

Women’s Auxiliary Services. It was restored 

in 1960 and It is now a heritage site which 

houses a  

cultural history museum (part of the Iziko 

Museums) that pays tribute to the past. 

There are fascinating  

historical displays on the Cape as well as a 

collection of antiquities and artifacts from 

around the world. The “186 Years of Slav-

ery” exhibition is a highlight. 

[Sources: Cape Town Official Tourism website; The Cape 

Town Book by  Nechama Brodie, published by Struik Travel 

& Heritage] 

          

Myf Steynberg 
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Safe Places 

Extract from an article by Michelle Linnert in 

the Tygerburger of  

24 February 2016 

 

PROPOSAL FOR A SAFE  

HAVEN 

A proposal to see vagrants across the 

broader Tygerberg area  

concentrated into one safe haven will come 

into fruition before the onset of winter.  So 

says local ward councillor Ruan Beneke, 

who is at the helm of a project called Safe 

Spaces, with which he and local social de-

velopment partners hope to bring dignified 

relief to the often unwelcome vagrants of 

the  

Northern Suburbs. 

 

Having the constitutional right to roam 

freely, vagrants are often at the receiving 

end from their “roofed” neighbours, be-

cause of criminals lurking in their midst and 

causing havoc in their surrounds. 

 

SUPPORT AND CHALLENGES 

The Safe Spaces idea was first  

introduced in December of 2014 and the 

Joint Operations  

Committee (JOC) is steered by Beneke and 

the social  

development arm of the local city improve-

ment district of Bellville and Parow, the 

VRCID, as well as local charitable organisa-

tion, MES.  Beneke was adamant to iron 

out all problems to get the proposal for the 

Safe Spaces project tabled, which was final-

ly to happen on 14 March.   

 

That will leave them three-and-a- half 

months of the financial year to do some 

upgrades to the building (proposed to be at 

the old Scouts’ building in AJ West Street, 

behind Bellville Library).  The building 

should then be operative well  

before the coldest Winter months.  The 

City’s Mayco member for  

social development and early  

childhood development, Suzette Little, said 

that they would  

support an initiative like this.   

Bellville police also strongly  

support this initiative. 

 

Another challenge to be tackled is the lack 

of safe ablution  

services for the “chronic  

homeless person who is not  

Safe haven plan set to be ready by Winter 
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interested in a shelter  

accommodation, but who needs  

protection from the criminal  

elements”, as well as daytime job seek-

ers. 

 

SAFE SPACES WILL BE A SAFE HAVEN 

One of the main goals would be to in-

volve each street person in a mentorship 

programme with the initial aim of harm 

reduction and creating a sense of  

belonging and the will or ability to re-

spond to opportunities in a ‘responsible’ 

way.  It will also mean a safe haven 

where  

daytime street people can  

participate in workshops and other ac-

tivities. 

 

Visitors to the Safe Space will  

also have access to storage  

facilities of their personal  

documents, for instance their IDs, social 

grant cards and  

other personal effects, on an  

ongoing basis. 

 

The Safe Spaces building will  

also mean a central point from which 

meals, blankets, clothing and toiletries 

can be distributed responsibly, and from 

where street people can access crisis in-

tervention, primary health care and de-

velopmental  

services, according to the JOC state-

ment. 

 

NEED TO RESTORE DIGNITY 

In their draft report, the JOC touted the 

proposed Safe Space as a “space where 

dignity is  

restored, positive values are nurtured, 

human potential is  

developed and hope is  

possible ...” 

 

There are more or less 500 street people 

in the VRCID area and even more in the 

surround-ding northern suburbs.  Bell-

ville Night Shelter can accommodate 54 

people and Elim Night Shelter can ac-

commodate 70, according to the JOC.   

 

“The Safe Spaces project would definite-

ly bring some sort of  

relief concerning the street  

people issue.  The sooner the building is 

operational, the  

better”, said Major Fienie Nimb, spokes-

person of the Bellville  

Police Station. 



 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tongue in Cheek 

... to go where you want 

 

... to leave how you want to 

An elderly woman died last month.  

Having never married, she requested  

NO male pallbearers.   

In her handwritten instructions for her memo-

rial service, she wrote: “They wouldn't take me 

out while I was alive, I don't want them to take 

me out when I'm dead.”   

 

... to wear what you want 

Attending a wedding for the first time, a little 

girl whispered to her mother, “Why is the bride 

dressed in white?''  

The mother replied, “Because white is the col-

our of happiness, and today is the happiest 

day of her life.” 

The child thought about this for a  

moment then said, “So why is the groom wear-

ing black?” 

 

... to interpret scripture as you 

understand it 

A Sunday School Teacher was  

discussing the Ten Commandments with her 

five- and six-year-olds.  

After explaining the commandment to 'Honour 

thy father and thy mother , she asked, “Is there 

a commandment that teaches us how to treat 

our brothers and sisters?'‘ 

Without missing a beat, one little boy an-

swered, “Thou shall not kill.” 

 

... to think what you want 

Two boys were walking home from  

Sunday School after hearing a strong sermon 

about the devil.  One said to the other: “What 

do you think about  

all this Satan stuff?'“  The other boy replied:  

“Well, you know how  Santa Claus turned out.  

It's probably just your Dad.” 

It’s all about FEEDOM! 
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Men’s Fellowship 

FEBRUARY MEETING – TUESDAY  
23 FEBRUARY 2016 

As advertised, our speaker was Rev. Rod 

Botsis, who spoke on “How I see the 

Church – Local (BPC), National and  

International!”.  Rod's focus was mainly on 

the local church, BPC.  He encouraged 

sharing in groups at the beginning of his 

talk inviting suggestions for improving the 

ministry of BPC.  He then gave his own 

perspective, highlighting not only  

weaknesses but also strengths of the  

congregation.  At the end of Rod's sharing, 

further opportunity was given to those  

present to express opinions to the whole 

group and some sharp views were  

expressed.  I believe it would be helpful for 

Rod to write up a summary of his talk for 

BellPress and invite further comments.  

There were 13 ladies and 29 men present 

at the meeting and a good spirit prevailed.  

 

MARCH MEETING – TUESDAY  
29 MARCH 2016 

At our April meeting we will be addressed 

by Rev. André Visagie, pastor of Christ 

Church, Tygerberg.  He will speak on the 

subject “The Christian and South Africa's 

crime problem”.  As I mentioned previously, 

I heard him speak on the subject at  

another meeting a while ago and he was 

excellent, so I thought we also would  

benefit from hearing his talk.  There will be 

time for interaction and discussions. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS – TUESDAYS 
26 APRIL, 31 MAY and 28 JUNE 
2016 

Please make a note of the dates.  The  

arrangements for these meetings are still 

to be finalised and we will let you know 

when the meetings have been firmed up.  

We have some good ideas in mind.  

 

A REMINDER 

Meetings usually take place on the last  

Tuesday evening of the month in the  

Lingen Street Hall.  Refreshments are 

served from 19:00 to 19:30 and the  

meeting proper runs from 19:30 to 20:30.  

There is no charge, but contributions to the 

cost of the refreshments are welcome.   

 

Heinrich Asch  

Secretary 
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In the Market Place 

Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  

for all the latest specials.  

Very reasonable prices.  

Auto Repairs 

For professional panel beating & auto paint 
work speak to Clive at Auto Paint  

Express, 44 Huguenot  St reet , Parow .  

Tel: 021 9303284 

Framing 

Call Alan Raubenheimer from "Fine Edge"  

on 0219140961 for all your framing needs.  

Fitness 

HR FITNESS: Pi lates and Toning c lasses. 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings at BPC in 

the New Hall.  

Contact Helena Robinson on 0824717288 

Cakes 

Jenny Gaillard makes cakes for  special  

occasions: weddings, 21st birthdays etc.  

Call her on   0219499205 (H)  

or 0741961946 

 

Builtrite 

For all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 

0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za  

Cup Cakes 
Jana du Plessis bakes cupcakes of  

different flavours and frostings.  

Contact her on  0741816359 

City Flooring  
 

We specialise in laminated flooring  
and carpeting.   

Contact Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

Catering 
 

For all your catering requirements: 
Savoury and Sweet Platters,  
Frozen Home-Cooked Meals 

Birthday Parties, Cakes 
Contact me today for more information  

and pricelists 
Wanda 072 855 3531 or wanda23@telkomsa.net 

Holiday Accommodation 

 
Plettenberg Bay: On the banks of  the  

Keurbooms River. Modern fully equipped  

deluxe accommodation. Sleeps 4 with  

spacious bedrooms (1 Queen and 1 twin beds  

both en-suite).  Excellent rates.  

 

Contact Cindy on 0829256414. www.kriver.co.za   

mailto:wanda23@telkomsa.net
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Woodwork 

For all your built-in cupboards /  

refurbished kitchens … 

don’t look any further ... 

Contact Andries Britz on 0219193122  

or 0827292725 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 

holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         

Have fun while developing and learning.   

 

Contact Michelle Retief on 0839433058 

or michelle@integrabellville.co.za  

Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accred i ted Super ior  Train ing Academy of fers   

training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking;  2) Baking;  

3) Household Management;    4) Laundry Skills;  

5) Child Care; and    6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

Enquiries:  0219237900 or  0829764070     info@domesticblissct.co.za  

  26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park  

Self Catering Accommodation 

The Gables is situated on the outskirts of  
Tulbagh in a cul de sac with views of the 

mountains and fields,  
open plan living and dining area.   

Single Room which sleeps  
max of 4 persons.  

Covered stoep and braai area.  
Dog friendly too!   

Contact Ann Geyser on 0744291342 

 

Painter  

Eben 0783148111  (who pain ted BPC ’s 

renovated hall) is looking for weekend  

and holiday work 

 

Reliable Technician 
 

Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, etc:  

Contact  Frans van der Merwe on 

0732144694 Swimming Lessons Hoheizen 

Water safety and stroke correction.   

Lessons for children 3 years and older  
in heated pool.   

Contact Natacha Köhler on 0219131012 

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser kn i ts  beaut i fu l  scarves ,  

fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks.  

 
Phone:  0219452896 

Stress Relief 

Jean Lombard of fers  Relaxat ion  
classes in the Upstairs Hall at BPC on 

Mondays and Tuesdays at 17:30  

 
Contact her on 072 517 1051 or 

jeanlombard@telkomsa.net 
 

Jean is also an Annique Rooibos  
health and skin care consultant  
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