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Kobus shares his thoughts on what 
he would do if Jesus paid one an  
unexpected visit to your home.  
What would your reaction be?   
October is a special month,   
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.   
Do wear your pink ribbon as a sign 
of solidarity. 2.09 million cases were 
reported worldwide in 2018. 

Faith is nothing but  
obedience and piety-Baruch Spinoza 

Dieu Benisse and stay safe 
 

Yours aye, 

Frank 
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Greetings, Groete BPC, 

What is it to be pious? Many priests 
and nuns of the Catholic faith in 
their vocation to serve God were 
motivated by piety. Then where do 
we slot in, how can we practice the 
Gift of Piety in our daily lives.  
Reverend Erin Davenport writes that 
to be a follower of Jesus we should 
not live in an insulated Christian 
community but to go out and be in 
the midst of society pointing to Jesus 
in everything we do and say. We are 
as Christians not defined by our 
families or our careers but by Christ 
our Saviour. Our beloved Katie in 
this months Elder profile shares  
exactly these self same sentiments. 
Now how do we achieve that and 
bring piety into the workplace.  
Rev Davenport gives the following  
advise. Consider your job a calling - 
do what you do to the glory of God. 
Spend a few moments in prayer in 
pray at work each day. Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, mind 
and strength and your neighbour as 
yourself– we know our co-workers 
and spend more time with them 
than the people who live next door. 
Remember our hope lies in Jesus 
Christ not in the institutions or  
work of this world. Treating others 
with love and respect at work and 
receiving nothing in return is diffi-
cult to act with piety when the world 
around us is oft frustrating, even so 
persevere .   

From the Crows Nest 
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Letter 
from the 
Minister 

Dear friends 

PIETY? GAIETY? CHARITY? 

Our dear editor has chosen a 
grand theme for this month’s 
BellPress but it is an old-
fashioned word that will need 
a bit of application from you 
and me to get it into our 
heads. And, more importantly, 
how to get PIETY into our 
lives. 

I put “Gaiety” and “Charity” 
alongside “Piety” at the top  
of my love-letter as a little 
brain teaser as they are also 
old-fashioned words whose 
meanings have undergone big 
changes. 

Gaiety 

To be serious about being 
gay! To be JOYFUL, to have 
leaning towards joyfulness, to 
have a disposition and outlook 
on life that looks for what is 

joyful, and to have a knack 
for and habit of bringing joy.  
You can see gaiety is not 
about sexuality and sexual 
orientation - whether or not 
you are gay or straight. 

Charity 

Ye olde English for love. If 
you ever read 1 Corinthians 
13 in the old King James  
Version you would read 
“charity” where we now, 
properly, put “love”.  These 
three things last forever:  
faith, hope and love, and the 
greatest is love. 

Someone said “Charity is love 
that has grown cold”.  You 
can be charitable without  
really loving what you are  
doing in being charitable or 
loving those who will benefit 
from your charity.  Love is 
much clearer.  “I love you” is 
so much stronger than “let 
me be charitable to you”. 

What about PIETY? 

It has nothing to do with 
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pies!  Even though I love pies 
and can be serious about  
enjoying an apple pie or a 
good steak pie, piety is being 
serious about God and follow-
ing God.  

PIETY is holy living, being  
sober minded and self-
controlled.  

PIETY is being pious in the 
very best sense of that word: 
PIOUS. 

Perhaps if you thought of the 
word “impious”, being an 
“imp”, you’d quickly grasp 
how this opposite of piety 
helps us understand it more 
easily. 

Or think of Paul teaching  
Timothy that God was in  
Timothy’s grandmother and 
mother, and those two women 
had a “sincere faith” which 
was given to him and that God 
did not give Timothy a spirit 
that would make him “timid” 
(unsure, hesitant, overly-
cautious) but a spirit of  
power, of love and of sound 

mindedness, or self-discipline 
or self-control.  (2 Tim 1:7). 

I think if you put all that  
together you will get an  
excellent grasp of the  
meaning of piety: to have  
the gift of the Holy Spirit em-
powering you to love God,  
the world and all people with 
a sound mind, exercising self-
control,  being serious and 
neither flippant nor silly in 
your care of others. 

By now you should be hearing 
the echo of “maturity”,  
and “be mature”.  Mature 
Christians are pious persons 
because mature Christians 
love and serve God with lots 
of practical application.  They 
are NOT so spiritual as to be 
of no earthly good.  Piety is 
the very opposite. 

Being pious helps you see 
things and people as God does 
- so you behave as Jesus  
behaves: full of compassion, 
full of grace and being one 
with the Father. 
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False piety is that sort of  
holier than thou stuffiness: it 
is artificial, cold, has a feeling 
of being judgemental toward 
others, of looking down on 
others.  False piety has a lot of 
rules (especially for others): 
do this, do that, don’t do this 
or that. 

Being filled with the Spirit of 
piety is being filled with an  
attention to detail: to love  
Jesus with heart, mind, soul 
and strength, and to love your 
neighbour in all ways, just as 
you love yourself. 

In 1 Peter 1: 13 and following, 
Peter uses a striking phrase: 

“Prepare your minds for  
action.”  That’s piety! 

“Be self-controlled and clear 
minded.”  That’s piety! 

“Set your hope fully on the 
grace to be given to you when 
Jesus Christ is revealed 
(comes in His glory).”  That’s 
piety!   

In the first few verses of  

Hebrew 12 we are urged to 
“throw off everything that  
hinders” us and to “run with 
perseverance the race marked 
out for us”, and to “keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus”. 

This is a superb picture of 
how to go about being 
“pious”:  imagine you are in a 
race - fix your eye on your 
coach at the end of the race, 
stay in your lane (don’t poke 
your nose in where it doesn’t 
belong) and run!  Run with 
strength and energy and  
perseverance.  That’s piety. 

And if you read Hebrews 
chapters 12 and 13, you’ll find 
a long list of pious actions; 
things we should do because 
we are mature Christians  
following Jesus: everything 
from resisting sin, to living at 
peace with all people, to en-
tertaining strangers with love 
and generosity, to not loving 
money.  The list is long  
because the ways in which we 
can exercise piety are many 
and plenty. 
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God is Holy, He made all life: 
all life is to be lived in holy 
living through piety. 

I once had someone tell me I 
should not refer to my letters 
to you (on Sundays and in 
BellPress and other letters 
like Thanksgiving) as “love-
letters”.  “That is too  
sentimental, Rod.  Too  
intimate”.  I disagreed then 
and still do.   

In saying these are “love-
letters” I am being seriously 
minded, not flippant nor silly 
but intentionally telling you - 

you are loved by me, by your 
minister and by our Father.  
That’s piety. 

I hope you are blessed by my 
attempts at piety.  I hope you 
will bless the Lord and others 
by your piety. 

Live well for Jesus.  Love well 
for Jesus. 

God bless you!  

Love,  
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Our love and condolences to : 
  
V The family of Shirley Kruger, a long standing member at 

BPC, who died on the 1st of September  
 
V  Janet Pridgeon and Caroline Fourie and their families 

for their loss of Janet’s husband Keith who died on the 
3rd of September 

 
V Dup Davidson, Denise and Alaina on the death of wife 

and mother, Betty, who died on the 4th of September 
 
May you all know God’s peace at this time.  
 
 
Congratulations to new grandparents Dirk & Louise Gevers 
with the birth of their beautiful granddaughter - Audra Joy - 
on the 6th of September.   

In the  

Family 

Gary Oosthuizen, a graduate of 
BPC’s Sunday School and  
Confirmation Classes, has recently 
been promoted to Deputy Principal 
at Bastion Primary School in 
Brackenfell.  Congratulations Gary 
(and Helen J) on the promotion and 
may God bless you with the new  
responsibilities you will encounter 
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 This article is in celebration  
of the 50th birthday of  
ANDREW WALTER MURRAY,  
only child of Peter and Felicity Murray. 
 

Andrew was born at St Joseph's  
Hospital in Pinelands on Monday 20th 
October1969 at about 21h00.  He 
weighed in at 9lbs 3oz  (4.1kgs) - quite 
a size. A mop of auburn colour hair 
greeted us. 
Even though he had major medical  
issues from birth, with God's mercy 
and a team of excellent surgeons and 
paediatricians at Red Cross Children's 
Memorial Hospital in Rondebosch he 
survived to fight more battles as he 
grew older. 
He attended Sunday school at BPC,  
was involved in Youth and confirmed 
by Rod.  Rod' s words over him at his 
confirmation were 'Andrew, to whom 
much has been given, much will be  
expected'. He took those words to 
heart. 
He trained at Stellenbosch and 
Tygerberg Hospital before heading for 
overseas - firstly to England to earn 
some money and get experience - and 
after a year, onward to Pittsburgh 
where he enrolled in Anaesthesia at 
the University of Pittsburgh. It did help 
that his soon to be Father-in-law was in 
the same department.  He and Anita 
had met much earlier in the home of 
Sydney Smith - her uncle - (at that time 
Syd and Liesje were members of BPC) 
and as they say 'die koeël was deur die 
kerk'. They married on the 26th of April 
1997, have 5 wonderful children and 
now reside in Phoenix, Arizona where 

he is in the Heart/Lung transplant unit 
at the Mayo Clinic. 
He is a devoted father and he and 
Anita are raising their children  
very differently. No cell phones,  
no television - unless they are watching 
something for the whole family, lots of 
games (you name it, they play it). They 
hike and climb and do lots of outdoor 
things. They attend worship every  
Sunday, sometimes twice for the Youth 
programme, and praying and Bible 
reading is natural for them. With 7 
people in the family and 7 days in the 
week there are no arguments as to 
whose turn it is for prayers on a given 
day and also clearing the table and 
loading the dishwasher. 
Peter and I are truly blessed in having 
a family who loves the Lord as they do. 
Thank You Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
for the blessings that come to us 
through this family. 
PETER AND FELICITY MURRAY.   
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Getting to know your Elders 

Katie Schoeman 

This month we 
profile Katie 
Schoeman,  
beloved elder 
of many years 
at BPC. Here is 
her story: 

“I was born in 
Oudtshoorn on 31st August 
1950, the second of four  
daughters, and grew up in a 
farming community called 
Vlakteplaas in the Little Karoo 
near De Rust/Meiringspoort.  
My Dad was a farmer, Afrikaans, 
and my mom English. I even had 
a Scottish grandmother. The 
family farm is still there. 

I was brought up in the Dutch 
Reformed Church and although 
my parents honoured God and 
sent us to Sunday School and 
Confirmation, they did not know 
Jesus as Saviour until much later 
in life. 

After completing Matric at 
Outeniqua High School in 
George, I went to Pretoria to 
study Physiotherapy. When I left 
school, I left the church. There 
was no reality. 

My youngest sister Ann and her 
then husband Mark were the 
first born-again Christians in our 
family. On my return from a two 
year period overseas working in 
London and completing Post 
Graduate studies in Adelaide, 
South Australia, I arrived home 
to the news that my little five 
month old niece, their daughter, 
had died from liver disease.  
I was struck by the peace and 
even joy evident in my sister  
and brother-in-law, despite the 
tragedy. At the cremation service 
I heard the message of Salvation 
again and knew I had to make a 
decision about Jesus. Most  
reluctantly, I surrendered my life 
to Jesus in January 1974. 

I had no joy as a new Christian 
and backslid for a year, choosing 
a wrong relationship above  
obedience to Christ. It was only 
subsequently, when the Holy 
Spirit wonderfully revealed to me 
that it was His work to make me 
holy, and that I could come as I 
am, that I understood Grace. 
What a relief and what joy!  

That joy has never left me.  
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If anything depends on Katie 
Schoeman, we can all go home, 
because in my own strength and 
unwillingness, nothing will get 
done (smile). Jesus has given me 
a deep desire to tell other peo-
ple about Him and explain the 
way of Salvation, and has taught 
me not to hit them over the 
head with the Bible, but pray 
and wait for Him to provide the 
opportunity to share. The 'Share 
Jesus Without Fear' course has 
been a wonderful tool to help 
me start a spiritual conversa-
tion. 

I've loved my work as a  
Physiotherapist in my own  
practice and have also taught 
Orthopaedic Manipulative  
Therapy, my special interest,  
for years at a Post-Grad level. 

Other interests in my life are: 

· Interacting with people/
strangers, also making  
visitors feel welcome in 
Church 

· Road running - I have my 
permanent number (i.e. 10 
and more runs) for the 
Comrades and Two Oceans 
Ultra-Marathons. Having 
struggled with a knee  
injury which kept me off 
the road for five years,  

I'm so thankful to the Lord 
for answering our prayers 
and enabling me to still 
run four times a week. 

· Fishing - my Dad taught 
me. 

· Body surfing and swim-
ming 

· Reading 

· Singing- I enjoy harmonis-
ing. 

· Hiking and the outdoors 

I was invited by Rod to become 
an Elder in 1998. Like all of us, I 
did not feel equal to the task but 
realised that Jesus doesn't need 
my ability but my obedience, 
and I need to deeply depend on 
Him at all times. 

On Session, together with  
Deirdre Hewett, I look after  
the Mission and Evangelism 
portfolio as well as oversee the 
prayer life of the Church. It's a 
privilege to be a part of a group 
of brothers and sisters on  
Session, so wonderfully inspired 
by Rod, to care and pray for one 
another and for the members of 
BPC and to make prayerful  
decisions for our Church. 

I enjoy BPC, the wonderful  
freedom to be ourselves, to love 
Jesus and others,  
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October Church Diary 

1st Session Meeting 

3rd  Grief Share Course 

(9am) 

8th  Finance Committee 

Meeting (5pm) 

 Presbytery Meeting  

(7pm)  

10th Grief Share Course 

(9am) 

16th BellPress Deadline 

17th Grief Share Course 

(9am) 

20th Contemplative Worship 

24th Grief Share Course 
(9am)  

27th Holy Communion will 

be celebrated at all  

services. 

to laugh and give. My prayer for 
the future is that we at BPC will 
walk humbly with God, pray 
about everything and enjoy 
sharing the Good News with all 
and sundry. 

My favourite scripture verse: 
Philippians 2:13 – “For God is at 
work within me, both to make 
me willing and to do His good 
pleasure" Happy days!” 

I think Katie must be one of the 
most well rounded and 
‘comfortable in herself’ people I 
know!  

Look at that list of Interests,  
her passions and her skills and 
always putting Jesus first. Thank 
you for getting under our skin, 
challenging us, always and only 
for us to allow the Holy Spirit to 
take control of our lives. We love 
and admire you, Katie, and 
thank God for placing you 
among us for many precious 
years.  

 
Mandy Botsis 
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October Birthday Greetings  

1 Cecil Norton 
 
2 Zoë Stoffels 
 Wynand van 

 Niekerk 
 
3 Hannah Lock 
 
4 Johan du Raan 
 
6 Tjaart Badenhorst 
 Esther Cloete 
 Barry Leo 
 Courtne-Yogis  

 Petersen 
 
7 Roché Buckle 
 Paul de Villiers 
 Nailah Foka 
 Andrew Rowland 
 
8 Doug Coldman 
 Deirdré de Reuck 
 
9 Neville Baillie 
 Liesl Brenzel 
 Rosemary Pienaar 
 
10 Anya Lock 
 Thandi Malinga 
 Zelia Michaels 
 
11 Connie le Roux 
 Briddy Mbakwa 
 
12 Paula Gabriel 
 Bheki Malinga 
 Janet Pridgeon 

13 Keesha Corrigall 
 Elmien Grobbelaar 
 Rina Snedden 
 
14 Estelle Coldman 
 
15 Seth Coetzee 
 Mba Nchang 
 Ian Nicolson 
 Jacques Rudman 
 
16 Noah Davidtz 
 Germaine Foka 
 Stefan Milakovic 
 
17 Nombulelo Malinga 
 Madalé Newham 
 Dina van de Water 
 
18 Linda Bluett 
 Erin Green 
 John Kleynhans 
 
19 Steve Clark 
 Laetitia Matthee 
 Gary Oosthuizen 
 
20 Fritz Agbor 
 Joan Johnstone 
 
21 Kendrah Naidoo 
 Jason Swart 
 Matthew Swart 
 
22 Colleen van Vuuren 
 
23 Brent Jacobz 
 Angus Jeannes 

25 Will Lintnaar 
 Susan Norton 
 Maxi Roux 
 Linda Weaving 
 
26 Sivu Ngubane 
 Joan Rossouw 
 Patrick van Eyssen 
 Dean Voget 
 
27 Gill Goodchild 
 
28 Shayne Edgar 
 Johan Stassen 
 
29 Kevin Leo 
 Tamsyn Swart 
 Ben Watermeyer 
 
31 Yvonne Van der 

 Poel 
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Youth  
Zone 

Two more Children’s Ministry 
teachers introduce themselves 
this month: 

Belinda Swanepoel 

I was born in Windhoek and am 
the elder of two sisters. We  
moved to Bellville before I 
started school at Boston  
Primary and I completed Matric 
at The Settlers’ High School. I 
was baptised and confirmed in 
the Bellville Anglican Church, 
where Robbie Rossouw taught 
me at Sunday School.  
My lukewarm commitment to 
the Christian faith changed in 
Grade 9 when my friend 
begged me to attend the 
school’s Christian Union camp 
to support her in her pursuit of 
a boy. That weekend, at the age 
of 14, I committed my life to 
the Lord. The following year  
my darling mom (Pam Botha) 
started attending BPC, which 
has been a good and wonderful  
spiritual home for us. 

 After school I studied a year  
of architecture at UCT, but 
abandoned it to study graphic 
design at Cape Peninsula  

University of Technology. I 
started my career at a small  
design agency in Woodstock, 
followed by a 5-month working 
holiday in the UK. Due to a very 
strained long-distance relation-
ship with my boyfriend of 3 
years (now my husband, Juan) 
and not very promising work 
opportunities in my field, I  
returned home. Three years 
later Juan and I were married 
by Rod. I asked Rod to deviate 
from the beautiful Bible  
passage commonly used at  
weddings, 1 Corinthians 13, 
and he delivered a message 
based on: “Adam and his wife 
were both naked, and they felt 
no shame.” Six years later we 
were blessed with the birth of 
Sarah, and a year and half later, 
with Matthew.  

While I have too few vague  
memories of my Sunday School 
years and can’t recall a single  
lesson, I think seeds were 
planted, and I wanted to serve 
God in planting seeds too, to 
share the love and good news 
of Jesus. So my Sunday School 
teaching days started around 
2003. I’ve taught the little ones 
and witnessed the likes of Seth 
Coetzee and Jana du Plessis 
grow from tiny tots to wonder-
ful young adults. 
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In addition to Sunday School 
activities, I attend a wonderful 
home group run by Marelize  
Badenhorst. For many years  
after school I attended a  
Durbanville Presbyterian home 
group, I confess, partly because 
the founding member was a 
nice boy. The boy moved on 
and I stayed with the home 
group until it came to an end 
when Brad and Kris Croucher 
were called to the Table View 
Church. 

In 2009, I ambivalently accept-
ed the call to become an Elder 
and was ordained and inducted 
in August 2009. I was blessed,  
enriched and humbled by the 
experience. There is much, 
much work to be done behind 
the scenes in the management 
of the church affairs and I  
marvel at how our elders serve 
God and the church with  
considerable grace, love and  
humility.  

In my spare time, although 
young children don’t allow for 
much of this, I enjoy running, 
pottering around the garden, 
reading and watching foreign 
films and series. I love attend-
ing book club and, if money  
allows, travelling, which has 
taken me to many continents 
and countries of the world. 

Anthony Corrigall 
 
I am the youngest of three 
brothers, born two months 
prematurely in Cape Town. My 
name was on the prayer chain 
at Durbanville Presybyterian 
Church. When I was stronger I 
was baptised at 6 months old 
by Rev. Douglas Crawford.  
 
I was in Sub A at Kenridge  
Primary before we moved to 
the heavily industrialised town 
of Witbank. I remember the 
yogurt was fantastic and the 
milk was often sour, with a 
slightly subtle hint of coal resi-
due.  
 
I looked forward to my Sunday 
School lessons at St Andrews 
Presbyterian. Sure there were 
some bigger kids to compete 
with: I remember when the 
teacher requested weekly 



14 

news, one hostel boy answered, 
‘I beat up a boy, just because!‘ 
We enjoyed outings and activi-
ties together. During my  
Sunday School lessons I  
thoroughly enjoyed the rare  
opportunity to go into the BIG 
Church. During an Easter  
service, to symbolize new life, 
Rev. Alan Cameron fried eggs in 
the front of the church with a 
few rashers of bacon for the 
one confident child who knew 
the answers - rather revolution-
ary for the Transvaal in 1988.  
 
Our family moved to Johannes-
burg for the remainder of my 
primary and high schooling and 
college education. I remained 
active in the Boy Scouts move-
ment, obtaining the highest  
level, the Springbok Scout 
Award. In my young adult life I 
passed on my expertise as an 
assistant troop scouter. I was 
fortunate to travel to the USA  
to teach at a YMCA summer 
camp as the outdoor living skills 
senior camp counsellor. The 
children thought South America 
was my country, to which I  
replied, “No, it’s a continent 
south of yours.”  
 
With my brothers and parents 
spread around the world in my 
years working in the retail 

trade, I learnt responsibility by 
looking after my Siamese blue 
point cat. In hindsight it was 
God’s way of providing me with 
a solid foundation. On holiday 
to the windy Western Cape my 
skinny Siamese cat was nearly 
blown over by the howling 
south-easter! I loved the holi-
day so much that I packed up 
in Johannesburg and moved to 
Kuils River. Working as an ad-
ministrator for a German  
manufacturing butcher  
provides constant challenges 
with sufficient pressure to 
match.  
 
I was thrilled to be able take 
my mom to a service at the  
architecturally inspiring  
Mowbray Presbyterian Church 
where my grandfather had 
been an elder. My parents 
were married there by Rev. 
Douglas Muller. This particular 
service was on my parents’ 
wedding anniversary. I excited-
ly announced to an elderly lady 
that my parents were married 
on the 3rd of January and I was 
born on the 4th. She answered 
in an abrupt colonial accent, 
“Oh, how very modern!” She 
hastily stalked off before I was 
able to clarify that I was, in 
fact, born 7 years later.  
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The gift of piety is closely tied to gentleness. The gift  
of piety which the Holy Spirit gives us makes us gentle, 
makes us calm, patient, at peace with God, at the  
service of others with gentleness—Pope Francis 

For some reason she didn’t 
make contact again at the tea 
and biscuits afterwards!   
In 2012 my fiancée and I were 
blessed with the birth of our 
daughter. Later on my faith was 
tested during an incredibly  
difficult time when I had to 
seek alternative accommoda-
tion after the magistrate in the  
family court ruled that I would 
be Keesha’s primary caregiver. 
The sad passing of my fiancée 
when Keesha was one year old 
taught me to value each and 
every moment with your loved 
ones. I’ve been blessed 
throughout with support from 
my family and Kuils River  
Community Church, led by Rev. 
Stephen Nicholson, who was 
recently a guest preacher at 
BPC. 
 
At the March 2019 family camp, 
Rev. Rod Botsis gave me the  
opportunity to lead the early 
prayer meeting. I was over-
whelmed by the Holy Spirit 
working through me to interact 

with the attentive children.  
Our Sunday School teachers 
said, “Wow! Who’s this guy?”  I 
received many compliments. 
The very next week I attended 
Scripture Union Children’s  
Ministry training and became 
your newest Sunday School 
teacher. I subsequently became 
a BPC member as we had 
moved from Kuils River to 
Oakdale. My present journey is 
to bring the same enthusiasm I 
have for the infallible Word of 
God through the Scriptures to 
my Grade 5 learners and to 
help them understand the 
prophecies linking the Old and 
New Testaments.  
 
Being a single parent has 
taught me to remain faithful,  
as God’s plan is bigger than our  
understanding.  
 
 
Estelle Strydom 
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Gifts of the Spirit: Piety 

I’m sure many of us know of 
people who adopt a ‘holier  
than thou’ attitude. They pro-
fess to be Christians yet their 
behaviour does not support 
this. South Africa has recently 
endured a traumatic week 
when gender-based violence 
and xenophobia has dominated 
the headlines bringing about 
outrage and demands for 
vengeance.  

Many of the perpetrators claim 
to be acting to protect what 
they hold dear, but it is difficult 
to defend their actions. At a 
time like this we should pray for 
the gift of piety.  

The word ‘piety’ comes from 
Latin pius meaning devotion to 
God and in this way forming a 
close relationship with Him.  
According to Pope Francis, “this 
personal bond with the Lord is 

not created out of obligation or 
force … but is a friendship that 
fills us with enthusiasm and 
joy.” 2 Timothy 3.5 warns us 
against “those who make a pre-
tence of religion but deny its 
power.” In Matthew’s account 
of the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus told his followers: “Be 
careful not to practise your 
righteousness in front of others 
to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from 
your Father in heav-
en.” (Matthew 6.1) 

It is not only in our actions but 
also in our words that we show 
obedience to God’s will. Words 
are powerful weapons that can 
cause harm to others. Social 
media has caused enormous 
harm throughout the modern 
world as a result of Twitter 
tweets that are frequently tak-
en out of context.  

In Matthew 12 36-37 Jesus says, 
“But I tell you that everyone will 
have to give account on the day 
of judgement for every careless 
word they have spoken. For by 

Did you 
Know? 
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your words you will be acquit-
ted, and by your words you will 
be condemned.”  

I am certain that all of us are 
guilty of unthinkingly saying 
something hurtful to those we 

love in a moment of anger. This 
is why we should pray for the 
gift of piety in our 
daily lives. 

Myf Steynberg 

We must not allow Christ to be overshadowed by any 
regulations, any customs, any traditions, any aesthetic 
considerations, or even any piety— St Martin of Paris 

Pursue some path however crooked, in which you 
can walk with love and reverence— 
Harvey David Thoreau 

Three traits of piety (based on James 1: 26-27) Control 
our speech.  Care for the helpless.  Cling to purity.—
Anon 
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Prayer for Women with Breast Cancer 

Father, for the strength you have given me I thank you. 

For the health you have blessed me with, I thank you. 

For the women who are going through breast cancer 
and their families 

I ask you to strengthen and heal as you see fit. 

Lord we know you want us to be in good health 

 and to prosper. 

Lord use us to do the work you have for us to do. 

For we know time is getting short on this earth. 

Lord be with every women who is sick 

And encourage them as only you can. 

I know how faithful you are. 

You have shown yourself to be everything 

You say you are in your Holy Word. 

I praise you for you made this body. 

In Jesus name I pray. 

 

Amen 

www. Catholic online 

PRAYERS 
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 Ultimate  
Strange  
Views 

A cheese making friend from 

Gauteng phoned to make an 

appointment to see me last  

Saturday.  He was born in the 

Netherlands and still belongs to 

one of the very conservative 

Dutch Churches.  He flew down 

early morning and we spend 

almost all day talking about the 

problems he is encountering 

with his Boerenkaas, but we  

also made time to talk about 

religion because, as a religious 

person, I know he loves talking 

about it.   

Now, during cheese making 

there are a few longish periods 

that one has to wait for the  

bacteria to do their work and  

he told me that he uses these 

waiting periods to talk to Jesus 

about his family and their lives.  

In a joke I asked him if he asks 

Jesus to put on gum boots and a 

white coat when He comes into 

the cheesery.  Replying with a 

half-joke, he said Jesus is with-

out sin and therefor white as 

snow and without any contami-

nating bacteria and does not 

have to dress in protective 

clothing as is the rule in food 

factories. 

After he had left for the airport, 

I pondered on how I will receive 

Jesus if He comes to my house 

for a huisbesoek.  How will our 

tête-à-tête go and what will we 

say to one another?  Of course, 

I can’t be sure, but I think the 

first thing He would say to me 

is: “I love you”.  Because I will 

be so awe-struck, and lost for 

words by the moment, He will 

probably comfort me by saying: 

“Don’t look so surprised, I love 

you because I made you”.   
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To put me more at ease, He will 

probably follow that up with 

something like: “I know about 

your hopes, your hurts and 

your heartaches. I’m here to 

help.  Stop worrying, there is 

grace for you”.   

By this time, I will probably say 

“I am so glad to receive you in 

my home and I have many 

things to talk to You about”,  

to which He might reply: “I am 

listening, like I always listen 

when you pray, talk to me 

about whatever is on your 

mind”.  I will then say: “Jesus, I 

am a sinner and I ask You to 

forgive my many sins”.  To 

which He will obviously reply:  

“I forgive you, that’s why I  

allowed myself to be crucified.  

You are never alone; I am  

always with you because my 

Spirit is in you”.  One thing that 

I will want to talk to Him is 

about my fear of the violence 

and cruelty in this country.  I 

can imagine Him saying: “The 

fear you feel is not from Me. 

The world will never truly  

satisfy you and your soul.   

Follow Me, love how I love, do 

what I do and what My Word 

teaches you to do.  Be still and 

know that I am God. Obey Me 

because it is in your best  

interest” 

By this time, I would probably 

be a bit more relaxed and  

eager to put out the food which 

we prepared for His visit.   

Luckily, as Christians there is no 

restrictions on what we can eat 

and I can imagine the leg of 

lamb, pork neck and vegetables 

and malva pudding which 

would be put on the table.  

Would I say the grace?  No, who 

better than Him to bless the 

food but what would the food 
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blessing of Jesus be like?            

I think it would be short, like: “I 

blessed this food in the name 

of our Father.  Let us eat and 

drink until we are full, to the 

glory of God. Amen”.  Although 

I have never had the idea that 

He is overly excited about 

food, I could imagine Him  

enjoying the food because it 

would been prepared with 

love.   

I could imagine that the con-

version over lunch would be 

about our Christian lives and 

would not have been surprised 

if He had asked me: “How were 

you saved?”  It’s one thing  

answering the question if your 

fellow Bible study members 

ask such a question but if Jesus 

asks you, you must give the 

right answer.  So, I would  

attempt to answer it with what 

I understand from Galatians 

2:16 and I would probably have 

said words to the effect that I 

was not saved by good deeds 

but through my believe and 

faith in Him.   I would have 

been scared that He would ask 

me a follow up question like: 

“Why did you believe in Me but 

many of your friends and other 

people in the world do not?  

Why do you trust Me and not 

them?   Answers like, I am more 

spiritual, I have read more 

books about You or that I can 

make good decisions, would 

obviously not be good answers.  

I hope my answer would have 

been: “You, Jesus. It was all you.  

You lead me to believe in Your 

name, only Your grace helped 

me make that decision”. 

I am convinced that many, if 

not all of us have questions that 

we would like to ask Jesus one 

day.  Even the famous talk show 
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Solution:  Across: 1 Elymas, 2 Synagogue, 6 Entire, 7 John Mark, 8 Diana, 9 Lyd-
ia, 11 Escaped, 12 Raising, 15 Earthquake, 16 Old, 17 Athens, 18 Crispus.  

Down: 1 Eutychus, 2 Silas, 3 Gentiles, 4 Uproar, 5 Holy Spirit, 10 Berea, 11 
Earth, 13 Idols, 14 God.  

host, Larry King, when he was 

asked who the one person 

across all history is that he 

would like to interview,  

answered “Jesus Christ”.   Who 

would not like to interview  

Jesus Christ? Who can live and 

learn without asking questions, 

especially about our Christiani-

ty?  And, what better source for 

the answers than the One who 

is the Way, the Truth and the 

Life?  If we could only be face-

to-face with Him from whom 

life comes; how delightful 

would it not be if we could 

raise our most confusing  

questions with Him.  I am 

therefore not surprised when I 

read in Luke 24 that the men 

who walked on the Emmaus 

Road with Him, totally unaware 

that they were walking with  

Jesus, said in verse 33: “Were 

not our hearts burning within 

us while He talked with us on 

the road and opened the  

Scriptures to us?” 

I cannot wait to meet Him face-

to-face because I will be singing 

the chorus of our lovely, “One 

day, You’ll make everything 

new, Jesus” 

When we all get to heaven 

What a day of rejoicing  

that will be! 

When we all see Jesus 

We’ll sing and shout the victory 

 

Watching God Work  

Kobus MULDER 
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Spread The Word 
Mission and Evangelism 

 

 

OBSTACLES TO PRAYER 

 

There can be many obstacles to 
prayer. A believer may feel that 
God is not ‘listening’, or they 
seem to be going through a bar-
ren, desert experience, when 
God seems silent. The truth, 
however, is that God always 
hears our prayers.  

Sometimes, His reply is delayed, 
though, if we have some issues 
that we need to first deal with. 
Every believer should examine 
himself regularly for these is-
sues that present obstacles to 
prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you as you examine your 
heart before the Lord. If, after 
you have eliminated these bar-
riers, you still do not feel that 
you are getting through to God, 
or His answer is not evident, 
take heart. Be assured that He 
is listening and working behind 
the scenes of your life.  

1. Conscious, unconfessed sin  

If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear. (Psalm 
66:18). 

Behold, the LORD’S hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
nor His ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear. But your iniquities have 
separated you from your God; 
and your sins have hidden His 
face from you, so that He will 
not hear. (Isaiah 59:1-2). 
2. Idolatry and/or occult in-
volvement  

Son of man, these men have set 
up their idols in their hearts, 
and put before them that which 
causes them to stumble into in-
iquity. Should I let Myself be en-
quired of at all by them? 
(Ezekiel 14:3) 
3. Stingy and/or covetous be-
haviour  

Whoever shuts his ears to the 
cry of the poor will also cry him-
self and not be heard. (Proverbs 
21:13). 
4. Unbelief and doubt  

But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea, driven 
and tossed by the wind. For let 
not that man suppose that he 
will receive anything from the 
Lord; he is a double-minded 



25 

man, unstable in all his 
ways. (James 1:6-8). 
5. Unforgiveness and bitter-
ness/resentment  
For if you forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses. 
(Matthew 6:14-15) 
6. Wrong attitudes towards 
your spouse  
Husbands, likewise, dwell with 
them [your spouse] with under-
standing, giving honour to the 
wife, as to the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life, that your pray-
ers may not be hindered. (1 Pe-
ter 3:7) 
7. Haughtiness/pride  

… “God resists the proud, but 
gives grace to the hum-
ble.” (James 4:6) 
8. Selfish motives in prayer  

You ask and do not receive, be-
cause you ask amiss, that you 
may spend it on your pleasures. 

(James 4:3) 
9. A critical spirit  

Judge not, that you not be 
judged. (Matthew 7:1) 
10. Ingratitude  
…in everything give thanks, for 
this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.  

(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
11. Love of the world, worldli-
ness  

Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. (1 John 
2:15) 
12. Not praying in Jesus’ name  
If you ask anything in My name, 
I will do it. (John 14:14) 
13. Not praying according to 
God’s will  

Now this is the confidence that 
we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, 
He hears us. (1 John 5:14) 

 

Katie & Deirdré 

KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE NOVEMBER  

MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN 
WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER 2019…. Ed ! ! 
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        ACCOMMODATION 

Lavender Cottage in McGregor  

offers a tranquil stay at the top  

end of the village in its  

Thyme Out Self-catering and  

Rosemary & Thyme B&B units. 

Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /  
082 871 1114;  mariana@joyofgiving.co.za 

Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

 26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park 



27 

  
Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  
for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices. 

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030. 

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes  
for special occasions: weddings,  
21st birthdays etc.  Call her on  

(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

City Flooring - We specialise in  
laminated flooring and carpeting.   

Contact Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R50 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 

Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing needs. 

Call  0219140961 

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday 

mornings  in the Lingen Street Hall.  
Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen  
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  Contact Cindy on 0829256414. 
www.kriver.co.za 

Wills drafted free for BPC members  
only. Please contact Van der Linde  

Attorneys 021 949 3619  
for an appointment. 

ESSENCE YOGI STUDIO 
YOGA FOR CHILDREN (3 - 12 yrs) 

 
Helps promote self-acceptance, body 

awareness, better digestion, sleep and 
relaxation skills while teaching respect 
and discipline.  This graceful practice 

improves concentration,  
strength and co-ordination. 

For more information contact  
Tammy de Boelpaep on 0834087866 

or info@essenceyogistudio.co.za 

Reliable Technician - Frans vd Merwe 
Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, etc: 

Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za 

Proofreading service 

Reasonable rates  
and good turnaround time. 

I have experience in proofreading news-
paper and magazine articles, websites, 

blogs, social media and school textbooks. 

Contact Cherry on 083 333 1865  
or lockbuck@gmail.com 
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