
 

Dear Friends, 

It is Friday morning, 27th, just after the lockdown has begun.  And I wanted to write to you 

immediately to encourage you and to say I have prayed for you, and for RSA and for all over the 

world. 

I have prayed for faith, for all of us to have faith in the fact that Jesus love for us and faith in the 

fact of the Resurrection. 

Scripture teaches us “Faith is to be certain of what you cannot see and what we hope for” 

(Hebrew 11:1). 

With our naked eyes we cannot see the Corona virus but we know it is here, and powerful. 

Much more powerful is the love of God.  Have faith again that you are loved and if you take long 

enough to look at this Covid-19 disaster in the eye and then look beyond the disaster to the love of 

God you will see His love and you will see His love is eternal. 

It is hard, but faith is a disciplined choice and a gift.  We have to choose to believe He is love, He 

loves us, He loves us eternally.  And with each choice – “I believe, help me where I do not believe”.  

Again, “Lord, I believe, help me where I don’t believe” – with each choice our faith grows and we 

are more sure of what we hope for:  God’s love is here and is eternal.  “Count your blessings, name 

them one by one;  and it will surprise you what the Lord has done!” 

Dear BPC, be full of courage:  face the virus and have not foolhardy, silly behaviour.  If it is not a 

lack of faith to be sensible, keep social distances of over 1m, wash your hands for 20 seconds and 

stay home! 

 It is not a lack of faith to be anxious. 

 It is not a lack of faith to suddenly cry. 

 It is not a lack of faith to feel “silly”. 

 or “trapped” or even like vomiting. 

 It is not a lack of faith to get grumpy. 

 It is not a lack of faith to feel confused. 

All that is normal human behaviour, what the evil one wants to do is convince us the virus is real 

and God is not;  and that the virus will kill millions and millions of us and nothing will stop it;  and 

that sickness and death is all we can look forward to.  The evil one is a liar, and father of lies. 

Dear ones, the love of God endures forever.  (Read Psalm 107 as a reminder, if you need one.) 



Give thanks, out loud, for all you have:  begin with the external things you have like salvation, 

eternal life, citizenship of heaven, a clean sheet with God and not record of sins.  Go on to general 

things you have:  life, nature, a mind, imagination, music, etc.  End with personal things you have:  

your family, your home, money, your BPC family, food, clothes, etc. etc. etc. 

God bless you, with COURAGE, FAITH, HOPE and His love … and mine.   

Yours always, 

Rod 

PS:  Herewith 2 links I offer you to use: 

a) a link to Durbanville Presbyterian Church’s facebook 

(https://www.facebook.com/DurbanvillePresbyterianChurch/)  and or YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/user/DurbanvillePresby) posts.  Our Moderator of General 

Assembly, Peter Langerman has prepared a worship service and a sermon for all of us to 

use.  Use it! 

b) a “Corona virus prayer”. Https://joynews.co.za/prayer-guide-for-coronavirus/  It is long and 

fulsome.  Use it, please. 

Both these will link us with the wider church, make us feel we belong to, are blessed by and can 

bring our blessing to the family of God on a big scale. 

The love of God endures forever – pass it on. 

Much love, 

Rod 
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