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Know” we get to learn about two 
of the lesser-known disciples.  
Spread the Word updates us about 
one of our missionary couples, 
Andre and Peggy. To all the  
children who will return to school 
in July, learn well, play well, share 
well, take care  and stay safe. 
 
As Shakespeare himself knew, the 
peace, the reconciliation that he 
created on the stage  would not 
last an hour on the street.— Ed-
ward Bond 

Dieu Benisse and 
stay safe 
Yours aye, 

Frank 
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Ahoy There BPC, 

“Reconciliation  for me eons ago 
was simply an accounting term. 
Today it has taken on another 
meaning.  In the midst of this oft 
confusing time when one wonders 
what day it is, I suddenly realised 
that July is International Mandela 
Day.  With all the hullabaloo that 
prevails world wide we have  
maybe forgotten the meaning of 
many of his quotes relating to rec-
onciliation.  We have had as you 
well know the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission to reconcile 
with past wrongs.  On a personal 
front we may have had family dis-
putes what ere they may be, and 
then had to forgive and reconcile 
our differences with one another, 
so too in the classroom and work-
place.  Many scholars argue that, 
The Tempest is a play about recon-
ciliation, forgiveness and faith in 
future generations to seal such 
reconciliation. Now who can argue 
with “The Bard”.   Rod “pours oil 
over us” as he writes about recon-
ciliation.  Estelle shares memories 
from her “Moppet Box”. Kobus 
comes to grips with the moral di-
lemma of living in a world where 
we are constantly bombarded with 
information received on a daily 
basis via cyberspace.  In “Did you 

From the Crows Nest 
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Letter 
from the 
Minister 

 Dear friends, Beloved BPC 
and other readers, 

I love olive oil and especially 
good olive oil.  “Extra Virgin” 
whatever that means, it 
sounds “Good, very 
good.  Better than any other”. 

I put oil on bread, on salad, 
on vegetables.  I use it to 
cook eggs and meat.  I add  
oil to pasta and rice.  If my 
tummy is not co-operating I 
take a teaspoon full (or 2) of 
oil neat. 

I suppose you can say I am 
addicted.  Oil makes every-
thing better, oil makes every-
thing work better. 

How lovely for me to discover 
that oil is a symbol of the  
Holy Spirit.  Without the Holy 
Spirit things do not work as 
well as they should! 

Our Editor has set 

“Reconciliation” for this 
month’s theme.  Did Frank 
know that one of the best 
pictures of reconciliation in 
the Bible is of oil, lots of it 
being poured over the head 
and face and down the collar 
of Aaron, Israel’s first priest 
and brother of Moses? 

Oil, the sign of blessings, in 
times old and still now.  Oil 
poured out to anoint the one 
to be blessed.  In Greek and 
Roman Orthodox Churches 
when a baby (or adult) is 
brought to be baptised that 
child is also anointed with 
oil. 

So, the picture of oil running 
over Aaron’s head is a sign of 
something good, very good! 

*Now here’s the 1st sur-
prise!  Psalm 133 says when 
brothers dwell in unity it is 
like the oil on Aaron’s head 
and running over his collar. 

Unity.  To be at one with  
others.  To be reconciled 
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with others.  Unity and rec-
onciliation is like the oil of 
blessing.  It is the oil of glad-
ness. 

**For all you non-oily folk 
give thanks that Psalm 133 
also uses the picture of dew 
as the picture of the joy of 
Unity and reconcilia-
tion.  Dew enough to wet the 
mountains, and plains and 
valleys. 

Both oil and dew are marvel-
lous pictures of unity.  And 
God promises ETERNAL LIFE 
“IN THAT PLACE”. 

God loves Unity.  God loves 
reconciliation.  And God 
works for us to be reconciled 
with Him so we can be united 
with Him and be in the Unity 
of Trinity – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  As they are one 
so God wants us to be one 
with Him.  Just as Jesus 
said: “The Father and I are 
one” (John 10: 30) and “I am 
in the Father and the Father 

is in me”, so God wants us to 
be reconciled with Him and 
be at one with Him. 

When there is no unity and 2 
or more parties are unrecon-
ciled someone has to make 
the first move toward recon-
ciliation.  I remember driving 
with Mandy and one of our 
daughters and I was squab-
bling with Mandy about 
something.  As I drew a 
breath to speak out more 
hostility, a little voice from 
the backseat said: “Be nice”.  I 
was immediately ashamed 
but it was also like oil to a 
stuck machine.  Or like dew 
to parched and thirsty 
land.  And I could make the 
first move of reconciliation 
and say: “I am sorry.  Please 
forgive me”. 

Someone’s got to make the 
first move. 

No oil, no movement; no 
movement, no reconciliation. 
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But eternal life is given when 
there is reconciliation. 

**Now there is the 2nd sur-
prise!!  God has made the first 
move! 

One of the ways Paul tried to 
explain who Jesus was and 
what He was about was to say: 
“In Christ God was not count-
ing our sins but was reconcil-
ing the world to Him-
self”.  That’s in 2 Corinthians 
5:18 onwards.  (In John 3:  16-
18 Jesus himself said He has 
not come to condemn us – 
that would be “counting our 
sins”, but to save us). 

Paul goes on in 2 Corinthians 5 
and says God reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ.  Even 
more powerful: “Jesus who 
knew no sin became sin so we 
could become the righteous-
ness of God”.  Not only recon-
ciled with God but to become 
like Him. 

I married “up”.  Out of my cra-
zy family with mixed fortunes 

and many moves of house-
hold I married a stable 
woman, from a stable family 
and out of the home she 
was born in.  Me, the 
“lossie” married up.  I be-
came better.  But Mandy be-
came a Botsis.  She, who 
knew more of what I know 
too well, became a Botsis so 
I could marry “up”. 

God did that for us.  “God 
reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:18).  He reconciled to 
Himself all things by making 
peace through His blood 
shed on the cross 
(Colossians 1:20). 

***Now the 3rd sur-
prise!!!  2 Corinthians 5:  18, 
19, 20 

“God gave us this task of 
reconciliation; God gave us 
the message of reconcilia-
tion”.  We are His Ambassa-
dors saying to others “Be 
reconciled to God”. 
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I have several friends who 
are dry alcoholics.  They 
were drunks and ugly with 
it.  But they went to A.A. 
(Alcoholics Anonymous), 
stopped drinking, were rec-
onciled with their loved 
ones, learnt the programme 
of staying sober and got the 
message to help other drink-
ers and alcoholics get fixed, 
sober, reconciled. 

These marvellous people are 
like dew, refreshing tired 
and worn out others.  They 
are like the oil of gladness 
because they can “talk the 
talk, and walk the walk”. 

It is June the 16th as I 
write.  Youth Day.  One of 
the days South Africa was 
torn apart and on the days 
that shouted at each of us 
South Africans: “Be recon-
ciled!” “Make the first 
move”.  1976 … ’77, ’78 … 
1990.  All that time before 
those with power to realize 
they had to take a real step 

toward reconciliation. 

Dear BPC, 

God our Father has made the 
first move. 

God our Father has paid the 
debt. 

God has reconciled us to 
Himself. 

God has declared peace and 
given us His peace. 

God has made us one, and 
Holy with Himself.  There is 
eternal life because of recon-
ciliation. 

And He has given us the 
beautiful task of reconcilia-
tion.  Go, tell others about 
Jesus and go make peace in 
all the places you have been 
cranky. 

BRING THE OIL OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT TO THOSE PLACES. 

 

With love, 
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In the  
Family 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 Congratulations to new grandparents  
Tobie and Talitha du Plessis whose first grandson,  
Nihan, arrived safely on 22nd June!  Mom and Dad are doing well, 
as are Ouma and Oupa! 

Our love to Bessie Perold and her family,  
members at BPC for many years,  
on her 90th birthday on 26 July!  

God’s richest blessings. 

CONDOLENCES: 
 †  Our deep love and sympathy to Caryl and Dennis de 
Krielen on the passing of Caryl’s mom, Corrie Wood, on 6th 
June. Since Corrie was one of BPC’s oldest members both in 
age (89 years) and membership (62 years) the editor of Bell 
Press (Frank Stacey) and I thought it appropriate to  
celebrate her life by sharing some of her life’s story. 
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TRIBUTE TO CORRIE WOOD 

Corrie was born in 1930 and grew 
up in Apple Orchards, Transvaal 
(now Gauteng). She arrived in 
Cape Town on her 19th birthday 
(1949) having met and married 
her husband,  
Neville Wood in Johannesburg. 
They decided to settle in Cape 
Town to be near his family.   
Neville and Corrie were blessed 
with 5 children – 4 boys and a girl 
(Caryl). Two of their sons were 
deaf which meant learning to li-
pread and placing the children at 
special schools.  Later Corrie and 
Neville became the proud grand-
parents of 7 grandchildren and 5 
greatgrandchildren. But losing 
their tAwo oldest sons to cancer, 
one at 50 years old and their 
firstborn at 60 years old was 
heart breaking and difficult. 

After moving to Cape Town  
Corrie became a mother and a 
stay at home mom.  Once all the 
children were at school she start-
ed working at a small store called 
"Basil's" which grew over the 
years and is now the Pick 'n Pay 
in Boston. Many older BPC mem-
bers will fondly remember 
“Basil’s” – the store that sold 
everything! 

Corrie and Neville became in-
volved and joined BPC in 1958 
during Rev Edie’s ministry. Their 
4 oldest children were all bap-
tised at BPC on 30th October 
1958 with the youngest baptised 
at BPC in 1960. 

Corrie joined the Women’s  
Association Morning Group and 
through this became one of the 
Sunshine Ladies who volunteered 
at the Cancer Ward at Tygerberg 
Hospital.   

She also ran a club for Deaf  
People where deaf youngsters 
from all over the Western Cape 
came together to socialise and to 
play badminton or board games. 

When the Percherons (a former 
men’s service grp at BPC)  
started BESCA (Bellville Service 
Centre for the Aged) Corrie was 
asked to run the centre.   This 
involved serving tea and cake or 
biscuits, and also a meal (usually 
a very hearty homemade soup 
and sandwiches) as well as 
providing entertainment which 
was a mengelmoes of old 16mm 
movies, bingo, scrabble, quizzes, 
live entertainment including sing-
a-longs, etc and the occasional 
outing to places of interest.  Ne-
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ville also played a key role in this 
ministry to older people for many 
years. 

As a member of Melanie Wiles' Bi-
ble Study Group Corrie took on the 
"Love Boxes" project.   She spent 
many hours scouring stores for 
small gifts, visiting factories asking 
for samples of soaps, creams and 
other toiletries; and then making 
up the boxes ... 7 individually 
wrapped items each with a Bible 
verse for the day ... which were 
delivered to members who were in 
hospital with the idea that the pa-
tient would open 1 gift per day 
during their stay. These Love Box-
es became a well known  BPC tra-
dition of showing love in a practi-
cal way. 

When Neville died in 2010 they 
had been married for a long and 
happy 62 years. 

In her younger years Corrie would 
spend her time sewing clothes for 
herself and the children.  She was 
an amazing cook and baker and 
enjoyed decorating cakes.  Later 
when the children had left home 
she spent lots of time in her gar-
den which she loved.  Her passion 
though was reading.  Many  

times she would tell her family 
that they could "travel the world 
through a book".  She loved cross-
word puzzles, and of course, mak-
ing or revamping greeting cards 
which are sold for funds for those 

in need. There is always a pile to 
choose from on the table in our 
foyer. 

Caryl describes her mom as the 
epitome of patience and, in her 
eyes, the most caring and giving 
person.  “She ALWAYS put herself 
last whether it was in relation to 
her 12 siblings (of which Mom was 
the oldest) or her own husband 
and children, or someone she had 
just met - to Mom they were al-
ways more important than she 
was”.   

During her illness and while in 
Durbanville MediClinic Corrie was 
treated by (amongst others) 3 
young physiotherapists - all of 
whom were bowled over by the 
fact that she never complained, 
always had a smile for whoever 
was "pummelling" her and always 
had a positive outlook no matter 
how sick she was. 

How beautiful to reflect on a life 
filled with the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self control. Corrie 
Wood’s life was that.  

Compiled by Mandy Botsis 
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THE BOTSIS RETIREMENT PROJECT (BRP):  

FUNDRAISING 

The broad plans of the BRP were announced to the congregation on 15th March 
– to be followed within a week or so by the details of how to donate. And then 
Lockdown arrived!! ... so on the first of April we announced that the fundraising 
would be launched only once we had come to terms with the implications of 
the crisis. Level 5 moved to level 4 and now we are on level 3 and the clearest 
issue to have emerged during this process is that COVID-19 will be with us for 
much longer that we initially thought.  

So we have decided that we cannot postpone any longer and that we now need 
to commence with the actual fundraising process. So here we are ... back with 
you ... with the details of how to donate to this worthy project. 

To begin with we would like to stress the following: 

· The purpose of this project is to bless Rod and Mandy for their faithful 
service to the Lord and many people over more than forty years. It will 
help Rod and Mandy to retire in a joyful and celebratory way. 

· We still have a full year to gather funds – so please plan your giving ac-
cordingly. ANY contribution, no matter how small, is more than welcome 
and would be valuable. 

· We will not be setting a target. Instead, once we reach May 2021 we will 
close the fundraising and whatever is in the bank will be the budget. We 
will trust that through prayer and your faithfulness we will have more 
than sufficient to complete this project successfully. 

· Every donation will be formally acknowledged. Donations may also be 
made anonymously. 

· Strict financial controls will be in place and the books will be open for 
scrutiny – including the BPC auditors should Session deem that neces-
sary. 

· There will be regular feedback to everyone. 
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· We would really appreciate your help by giving us the contact details of 
persons who you feel we may not have contacted but who is likely to 
want to make a donation. Please let the BPC Office have the contact de-
tails of any such persons.  

Our preferred donation method is by Electronic Fund Transfer to the following 
account:  

 
Beneficiary: Botsis Retirement Project 

Bank: Capitec Bank 
Account No: 1702351198 

Branch Code: 470010 

Branch: Tyger Valley 

Reference:Name and email address (except in the case of anonymous  
donations)  Kindly send Proof of Payment notifications to:  finance@bpc.org.za  

 
For those who prefer to give cash provision will be made, once we are again 
able to attend services, in the form of envelopes with Botsis Retirement Project 
labels on  - and please remember to write in your name (unless you wish to 
remain anonymous). 

Finally we would like to also stress that in supporting this project the BPC Ses-
sion insisted that: 

· The project would be a congregational initiative and not the responsibil-
ity of Session. 

· The fundraising should not impact on the financial commitments to BPC 
by the congregation. 

· Rod and Mandy would have no part in the fundraising. 

Accordingly, any suggestions or questions should not be directed to the BPC 
Session or Rod and Mandy but instead to the BRP Team through:  
Peter van Vuuren:   082 450 4390  bbtrader@mweb.co.za  

Matt Brenzel:   082 373 7837      brenzel@iafrica.com 

 
 

We hope that you will all join in the spirit of this unusual way of saying a 

BIG THANK YOU  

to our beloved Rod and Mandy. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Climate change is well and truly with us and there’s a  
tremendous amount to learn and read so that we can make 
the best responses in our daily lives. But sometimes it’s good 
to take a moment, reflect on God’s creation and what we’re 
doing or not doing in taking care of it. Here are the words of a 
hymn we sing. I hope that these words become a prayer and 
that that prayer helps you “nourish the life of the world in our 
care”. 

Touch The Earth Lightly 
 
Touch the earth lightly 
Use the earth gently 
Nourish the life of the 
world in our care 
Gift of great wonder 
Ours to surrender 
Trust for the children  
tomorrow will bear 
 
We who endanger 
Who create hunger 
Agents of death for all  
creatures that live 

We who would foster 
Clouds of disaster 
God of our planet forestall 
and forgive 
 
Let there be greening 
Birth from the burning 
Water that blesses and air 
that is sweet 
Health in God's garden 
Hope in God's children 
Regeneration that peace 
will complete 
 
 



14 

God of all living 
God of all loving 
God of the seedling the snow and the sun 
Teach us deflect us 
Christ reconnect us 
Using us gently and making us one 
 
CCLI Song # 3156843 
Shirley Erena Murray 
Â© 1992 Murray, Shirley Erena  
(Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) 
For use solely with the SongSelectÂ® Terms of Use.   
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

True reconciliation is never cheap, for it is 
based on forgiveness which is costly.  
Forgiveness in turn depends on repent-
ance, which has to be based on an  
acknowledgment of what was done wrong, 
and therefore on disclosure of the truth. 
You cannot forgive what you do not know.  
Desmond Tutu 
 
In the end, reconciliation is a spiritual  
process, which requires more than just a 
legal framework.  
It has to happen in the hearts and minds of 
people. Nelson Mandela 
 
True reconciliation does not consist in 
merely forgetting the past.  Nelson Mandela 
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POEMS 
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1 Judy Bluett 

 Elsa Brown 

 Candice Groenewald 

2 Cecilia Gerber 

3 Inge-Louise Brenzel 

 Nicky Lerm 

 Shaun Stander 

4 Erna Voges 

5 Eric Devine 

 Danielle Rauch 

 Élizabethe Tshama 

 Carmen van Zyl 

6 Kobus Mulder 

 Maggie Venter 

7 Liam Downing 

 Dirk Gevers 

8 Megan Conradie 

9 Viv Agnello 

10 Siri Ann Ticha 

 David Ticha 

 Jennie van den Berg 

12 Khanya Stofile 

13 Lucille Fester 

13 Arthur Perold 

16 Matteo Gush 

 Gert Myburgh 

 Dominique Stander 

18 Dylan Lock 

19 Chiara Gush 

 Freddie Watermeyer 

20 Jo-Marie Swanepoel 

21 Estelle le Roux 

 Patience Makhambi 

22 Di Conradie 

 Karen Sperrin 

 Gideon Swanepoel 

23 Nathi Makhambi 

 Robbie Rossouw 

 Fran Welch 

24 Simone Lerm 

 Jean-Pierre van Zyl 

 Eleanor van Zyl 

25 Matt Brenzel 

 Jas du Preez 

 Louise Gevers 

25 Deirdré Huisamen 

26 Bessie Perold 

 Karen Watermeyer 

28 Cheryl Fourie 

29 Cheri Parkin 

 Henk Voges 

31 Robert Pianizzola 

 Nora Schuitemaker 

 

 July Birthday 
Greetings 
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Youth  
Zone 

This month, for the no-longer-
so-youthful  - MOPS Memories 
 
Like many others, we’ve been  
doing some clearing out of cup-
boards, boxes and long-forgotten 
files during lockdown – no easy 
task for a pair of veteran hoard-
ers! When I let Mandy know that 
I’d come across a stack of monthly 
MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers) 
letters, she suggested that I write 
about some of the rediscovered 
treasures for the magazine. That 
led to our contacting some of the 
moms to share their memories, 
and to an attempt to track down 
those who have moved away to 
discover what’s happened to them 
and to all those little ones over 
the past three or four decades. 
Thank you to those who have  
already contributed and to those 
who have promised to send news! 
 
The first letter I have, dated No-
vember 1987, was handwritten 
(and photocopied – well before the 
days of laptops and cell phones) 
from a committee consisting of 
Mariette, Lorna, Mandy, Marion, 
Juliana, Juanita and Sue. I’m no 
longer even sure who all these 
ladies were … and was it Sue 

Robb or Sue Shaw? In it there is a 
request to consider serving in TEN 
different areas within MOPS, some 
of which I’d forgotten about.  
 
My last letter dates back to  
November 1993, from Ingrid, 
Cecile, Penny, Ida-Louise, Judith 
and Janet. One of the really lovely 
support projects involved “Love 
Boxes” - beautifully made up  
baskets of individually wrapped 
little gifts for new moms and  
babies, usually delivered as part 
of a hospital visit. Meals were also 
provided for dads and siblings at 
home. There was a “Moppet Box” 
of second hand baby (and mater-
nity!) clothing and toys for sale, 
and a fairly extensive library – I 
found a reference to a book,  
clearly in demand, entitled, “How 
to be happy tho’ married”!!  
 
My daughter, Xandy, now 32, has 
only one clear memory of MOPS -  
the enormous and terrifying  
Easter bunny! This monthly gath-
ering did, however, play a role in 
easing the transition to playschool 
eventually, and the volunteer 
babysitters were stars! I can also 
not help remembering that there 
was at least one mom who had 
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 lost a young child, and many  
others whose children had severe 
health problems. Two moms 
whom I remember particularly 
fondly have died of cancer: Penny 
du Toit, while her children were 
still very young, and, more recent-
ly, Natacha Kohler. Others have 
moved away and some have  
emigrated, but for many of us the 
friendships forged at MOPS have 
lasted.  
 
Jay de Villers and Mandy 
Botsis contributed this compre-
hensive history of MOPS and what 
it meant to us: 
“As two of the founder members 
of MOPS in the mid-1980s, we 
loved seeing this ministry at BPC 
grow from strength to strength, 
with increasing numbers of moms 
and “moppets” attending each 
month. Jay’s laatlammetjie, Franz, 
and Mandy’s first daughter,  
Hannah, arrived within 6 weeks of 
each other in 1984. There was a 
baby boom at BPC that year and 
to follow.  Was it something in the 
water??? 
“Jay and Mandy felt strongly that 
our new moms (ourselves includ-
ed) needed friendship, care, love, 
support, parenting advice, and a 
shoulder to cry on occasionally. 
And that became what MOPS 
offered. At the time, many young 
moms weren’t working, perhaps 
having decided to be stay-at-

home moms or taken maternity 
leave.  
 
We had a large group of moms 
respond, and within months our 
numbers reached about 40 on 
the mailing list, with about 20 
regularly attending the monthly 
meetings held in someone’s 
home. God blessed our meetings, 
and in trying to respond to the 
needs, our committee put to-
gether a varied programme that 
would provide not only some 
teaching, but also a space for 
friendships to be made, and  
stories and experiences to be 
swopped and enjoyed. At the 
same time, we wanted our little 
ones to play together and enjoy 
different activities - an Easter 
egg hunt in Thelma Simons’ 
beautiful garden, a fancy dress 
Christmas party at Viv Agnello’s 
home. We even attempted some 
craft mornings, including the chil-
dren, thanks to Mariette! Eventu-
ally we also put together a small 
book library and toy library as 
well! 
 
“Within a few months, there was 
a regular newsletter that was 
POSTED to all! We hoped it would 
be another way of encouraging 
the young moms. Besides the 
details of the next meeting, we 
included someone’s favourite 
quick and easy recipe, (just what 
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new moms need), whose birth-
days were coming up, news of 
new moms and their babies and 
how we could include them, plus 
items of prayer for one another.  
 
“The list of speakers for our  
meetings was impressive – a wide 
range of topics was covered, 
mostly parenting, child care,  
family and marriage. Mandy’s  
favourite topic was “Books and 
children and children’s books”. 
We managed to get the Bellville 
Library children’s librarian a few 
times and Jay Heale (a well-known 
children’s book specialist), who 
was amazing. We loved being in 
one another’s homes (tea and  
delectable goodies to enjoy with 
tea were always important) and 
appreciated some of our older 
moms and grannies who came 
along to babysit so moms could 
participate in the programme for 
the morning. 
“MOPS provided joy, strong 
friendships (to this day, 35 years 
later, many of us are still close 
friends) and a safe space to take 
on our new roles as mothers, sup-
ported by one another in love and 
prayer. 
“The MOPS ministry blessed many 
for a number of years and by the 
early 90’s a new group had 
branched off - MOSS (Mothers of 
Scholars) – but that’s a story for 
another time!” 

Here are some snippets from what 
two of our other members shared: 
 
Colleen van Vuuren: “I have 
wonderful, warm memories of 
MOPS, a group of moms who  
met together, once a month, to 
support, share, and uplift each 
other.  We shared recipes, our 
difficulties, and funny moments, in 
raising our little "terrors", and we 
even helped each other through 
minor marital problems! I learnt to 
debone a chicken in Viv Agnello's 
home and can still do it to this 
day.  I still have one of the month-
ly newsletters in my recipe book! 
One of the more amusing memo-
ries that I have, is, at a meeting at 
Juanita Spengler's home, out in 
the wilds of a then very un-
developed Kuils River, her dog  
ate a mommy's wallet, which had 
fallen out of her bag, with all its 
cash for the month! Understanda-
bly, she was not amused. There 
are many more memories, but 
suffice it to say, we enjoyed each 
other’s company so much, that 
the group evolved into MOSS, 
Mothers of Scholars and  
Students.” 
 
Jill van Eyssen also remembers 
the pleasure of spending time in 
adult company and the value of 
the recipes. “I know we swapped 
recipes because I am known for 
my famous ‘fridge milktart’, but in 
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fact it is a recipe that Mandy 
shared all those years ago which I 
still make!” Some of the moms Jill 
remembers fondly are Viv Agnello, 
Sue Shaw, Leana Jones, Jay de  
Villiers, Dot Wheatley, Michelle  
Lilley, Penny du Toit, Lorna 
Thompson, Sue Robb and Linda 
Schoonraad. 
Next month the focus will be on 
catching up with ex-MOPS and 
their children, especially those 

who have left our congregation. 
Please send any contributions, or 
the names and contact details of 
friends you think I ought to in-
clude, to estrydom8@gmail.com 
or by WhatsApp to 0834939623. 
 
 
Estelle Strydom 

True reconciliation does  
not consist in merely  
forgetting the past 
- Nelson Mandela 
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Lives of the disciples 

James the Younger and 
Jude Thaddeus 

This month we look at two of 
the lesser-known disciples. 
James the Younger and Jude 
Thaddeus, the sons of Cleo-
phas and Mary lived in Galilee. 
James was a strong and fiery 
character who, according to 
tradition, wrote the Epistle of 
James and preached in Pales-
tine and Egypt. Still another 
tradition says that he died as a 
martyr in Egypt and his body 
was sawn in pieces. 

Jude Thaddeus is also referred 
to Lebbeus. In Mark 3:18 he is 
called Thaddeus; in Matthew 
10:3 he is called Lebbeus, but 
his surname was Thaddeus. By 
character he was an intense 
and violent nationalist with 
the dream of world power and 
domination by the Chosen 
People. In John 14:22, he 
asked Jesus: ”But Lord, why 

do you intend to show yourself 
to us and not to the world?”  

He wanted to make Christ 
known to the world, not as a 
suffering saviour but as a rul-
ing King. Jesus’s reply clearly 
shows that the way of power 
can never be substituted for 
the way of love: “Anyone who 
loves me will obey my teach-
ing. … These words you hear 
are not my own; they belong 
to the Father who sent me.” 

It is said that Jude went to 
preach the gospel in Edessa 
near the Euphrates River. He 
healed many people and con-
verted them to Christianity. 
He was killed with arrows at 
Ararat in what is now known 
as Iran. 

[Source: https://
www.bibleinfo.com] 

 

 

Myf Steynberg 

Did you 
Know? 
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KINDLY SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES                                              
FOR INSERTION IN THE AUGUST 
MAGAZINE BY NO LATER THAN 

WEDNESDAY 15 JULY 2020      …. 
Ed 
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 Ultimate  
Strange  
Views 

Caveat: everything I say in the 
following is just my opinion and 
might not necessarily be true.  

The quantity of information 
which we get via web-based so-
cial media apps on our laptops, 
phones and tablets have in-
creased during the last fifteen 
years and it’s not going to de-
crease anytime soon.  Many 
people, me included, nowadays 
get their news and other infor-
mation in this way, but it has 
complicated the way people 
communicate.  That’s before I 
even get into the mess of online 
harassment.  I shudder a bit if I 
think what social media and 
communication will look like in 
30 years, and by that time, what 
are some threats it might pose.  
A world with less privacy is what 
I am already seeing.  Besides 
intruding into my sense of, and 
desire for, anonymity and priva-
cy, modern communication also 

brings with it the many prob-
lems of fraud, strange moral 
standards, sensationalism and 
plain untruths.   Many govern-
ments and organisations, across 
the world are active in the fight 
against internet trolls, but it’s an 
open question about whether 
law enforcement agencies and 
the social media companies can 
fix it or whether it will get 
worse.  Optimists might say it is 
all fixable, which might be so, 
but on the other hand, new so-
cial media issues might pop up 
which we’ve not even heard of 
yet. 

Maybe it is because I have been 
more housebound lately that I 
think the volume of information 
has increased tremendously 
since the COVID-19 outbreak.  
The reasons are mainly due to 
COVID-19 and the handling 
thereof across the world, the 
behaviour of certain leaders and 
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their law-keepers and then of 
course, because many people, 
with cropped-up frustrations, 
feel this abnormal time is the 
right time to get rid of it.  My is-
sue is mainly with these frustra-
tions which are distributed to 
many, me included, to influence 
my thinking.  Television actuality 
programs with its many, many 
expert commentators are easier 
for me to handle, I just stop 
watching.    I know information 
is necessary to draw conclu-
sions, form opinions and make 
decisions but I have it against 
the oversupply of information 
for which I did not ask, but oth-
er people think I should receive.  
Further, most of the information 
we receive today, is either al-
ready interpreted or opinionat-
ed with the result that opinions 
we form, are already based on 
somebody’s else’s opinions.  
Where does that leave me with 
my own opinion and independ-
ent decisions?  Lately, I have no-
ticed that the volume of offend-
ing material covering homopho-
bia, sexism, racism, religion and 

politics has increased, and its 
content is more distressing than 
before.   Some of these authors 
and commentators do it under 
the disguise of satire but it is so 
thinly veiled that the real inten-
tion is easily detected.  I am very 
aware of, and in favour of, free 
speech to express, sometimes 
unpopular, opinions but produc-
ers of such material should al-
ways remember that their work 
should not needlessly offend 
others.  I am also very aware 
that older persons are more 
easily offended and because 
web-based apps do not know 
how old I am (hopefully), I have 
thus created categories for all 
the “information” coming my 
way namely, worth knowing, in-
teresting, useless, and offensive.   
I firmly believe that many of the 
authors of offending material 
which is blasted into the world 
are troubled people and most 
often, morally poor and wrong.   

But after I implemented my own 
publication control method, I 
developed a new problem.  I 
was now ignoring the infor-
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mation but started to think 
what moves some people to 
spread obvious wrong, inciting 
and bias opinions; and then to 
think that I would find this mass 
propagation of their opinions 
“worth knowing” or even worse 
– agree with it.   Is it that they 
have different or higher morals 
than me?  As a Christian I want 
to believe that most people in 
the world are kind, fair and just 
while believing that it is wrong 
to cheat, steal and murder.  I 
further believe that most, if not 
all, people are born with a good 
morality foundation.  So why do 
we develop differently and with 
some people going a bit bonk-
ers as far as morality is con-
cerned.   Well, upfront I had to 
check my own line of thinking 
on morality because I am only 
too aware that morality is a 
complex concept and is open to 
many interpretations.   Wanting 
to know more about how to un-
derstand the distributors of 
these “offensive” stuff, I forwent 
Encyclopedia Britannica (ha-ha), 
my Teaching Elder, the Internet 

and put all my hope in one of 
my children’s varsity books 
(circa 1993) on psychology.  I 
quickly understood that morals 
start with values which are the 
founding and core elements of 
a person’s ability to judge be-
tween right and wrong.  The 
love, empathy and kindness 
which children receive from 
their parents are important 
components for a solid moral 
foundation.   But of course, the 
society in which the child grows 
up, as well as religious develop-
ment go hand-in- hand with 
moral development.  Sounds 
correct to me; even more so, 
because it was written by a still 
famous psychologist who also 
has a master’s in divinity. 

Pondering on the issue, I be-
came confused.  One the one 
hand I think moral standards 
are society and culturally de-
fined which means that morals 
are not necessarily the same 
throughout the world.  I can 
vouch for this because I have 
been in societies where it is 
morally in order to bribe, steal 
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when you are hungry, cheat on 
your spouse and even murder, 
as long as you are not caught 
out.  On the other hand, my 
moral compass indicates that 
these things are wrong, but who 
am I to tell them they are not 
virtuous enough or even wrong?   
One thing that might be consid-
ered immoral in one culture 
could be valued and respected 
in another.  Maybe the answer 
lies in the fact that it is not the 
entire society which believes the 
aforementioned vices are fine?  
So, is it a case of; if the vice is 
“trivial” that we can walk away 
with: “to each his own” and 
“who am I to judge?”  How virtu-
ous, or not, should a person be 
before s/he have the “right” to 
reprimand another on morals?  

Many of the unwanted infor-
mation I receive make me think 
that the senders are of the opin-
ion that their values and morals 
are also valid for me. 

The main issue is that we can-

not always agree on what is 

“good” and what not.  What 

complicates the matter is when 

some people decide what is 

good for themselves while oth-

ers decide what is good for all. 

Watching God at Work 

Kobus MULDER 

What gives moral guidance to dogs and trees 
alike? 
The barkcode 
 
What kind of murderer has moral fibre?  
A cereal killer. 
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Spread  
The Word 

This month we have a short up-
date on one of the missionary 
couples BPC supports and 
some of their experiences  
during lockdown. 

Andre and Peggy Kritzinger 
(Operation Mobilisation) 

Andre and Peggy observed that 
lockdown came during the 
most focused part of the 
Church calendar namely East-
er, Ascension Day and Pente-
cost, forcing Churches to think 
creatively about different ways 
to reach people, e.g. through 
online services. They believe 
the upside is that people have 
realised that God is the focus, 
not buildings and venues. 

They have been busy during 
lockdown acquiring and honing 
skills and completed several 
online courses, namely: 

· Discipleship training, 
Zume (yeast in Greek) – 9 
sessions of 2 hours each. 
To know more one can go 
to www.zume.training and 
click on register 

· Global Member Care 
Foundations Course pre-
sented for 30 days, in-
cluding a daily 10 minute 
video and work sheet 
with resources. This  
really helped them to  
extend their knowledge, 
support and involvement 
in Global mission. 

· Discovery Bible Study – 
an hour webinair on un-
derstanding the nuts and 
bolts of Bible Study 

During the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan 24 April - 23 May 
they joined the daily online 
prayer for Muslims around the 
world. Prayer was guided by 
former Muslims who are now 
followers of Jesus. They heard 
numerous stories of how God 
is moving across the Muslim 
world, as well as how God has 
transformed people's lives as 
they prayed! 

As part of OM, Andre and  
Peggy have made use of  
Monday and Thursday morning 
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online meetings. Monthly  
prayer nights have been 
moved to online meetings and 
has proved to be very viable. 

During lockdown these prayer 
meetings will be held on the 
1st Thursday of the month 
7.30pm—8.30pm. Please con-
tact Andre or Peggy or the OM 
FB page for Zoom meeting ID 
and Password. 

Over these last few months 
they have had time to reflect, 
ponder and draw closer to 
God. More time has been used 
for reading, praying and listen-
ing to sermons. There has also 
been ample time to bake, 
work on hobbies, phone-
chatting and rest. They thank 
those that have sacrificed time 
to pray and contribute finan-
cially to enable them to do  
voluntary work with OM and 
for being a blessing in their 
lives. 

 
Andre and Peggy have experi-
enced God’s faithfulness in all 
sorts of ways, understanding 
that He is their rock, and also 
through contributions of peo-
ple, some anonymously.  
It is still a battle to pay the 
monthly living expenses.  

Andre and Peggy's work with 
OM is voluntary and non-
salaried. If you would like to 
be part of this work and will 
support it you can help by 
praying for them. To help 
them financially you can use 
the OM South African office for 
donations or monthly support 
for them. Please write clearly 
0080003640 A+P Kritzinger 
OM South Africa. Let them 
know if you do so they can  
follow it up and thank you; OR 
you can use their personal 
bank account in South Africa. 
Standard Bank account  
P Kritzinger  
branch code 051001  
Account no. 27 587 568 7  
Access Account OR FNB  
(Visa credit card ) P Kritzinger 
branch code 250655  
Account 4901 0705 9188 5004 

Their contact details can be 
obtained from the Church 
Office.  
 
 
 
 
Katie  
& Dierdré 
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        ACCOMMODATION 

Lavender Cottage in McGregor  

offers a tranquil stay at the top  

end of the village in its  

Thyme Out Self-catering and  

Rosemary & Thyme B&B units. 

Contact Mariana on 023 625 1060 /  
082 871 1114;  mariana@joyofgiving.co.za 

Domestic Worker Training 

Domestic Bliss: Accredited Superior Training Academy offers  
training for Domestic Workers in  

1) Elementary/Advanced Cooking; 2) Baking;  
3) Household Management;4) Laundry Skills;  
5) Child Care; and 6) Home Based Care (Frail Care) 

2 Enquiries:  021 948 0117/0829764070      
info@domesticblissct.co.za 

 26 Vrede Street, Unit 4, Vrede Park 
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Avon Products  

Contact Kim on 0721900226  
for all the latest specials.  
Very reasonable prices. 

Jan Viljoen is willing to HOUSE SIT AND/OR 
PET SIT while you are away from home -  

especially over School Holidays.   
Contact Ian on 0748402030. 

Cakes - Jenny Gaillard makes cakes  
for special occasions: weddings,  
21st birthdays etc.  Call her on  

(H)0219499205 or 0741961946 

City Flooring - We specialise in  
laminated flooring and carpeting.   

Contact Dirk Bruwer  0832703440 

ONLY RUSKS - Order your bran or  
buttermilk rusks @ R50 per packet  

of 20 from Erna 072 805 6964 

Framing -  Alan Raubenheimer from  
"Fine Edge" for all your framing needs. 

Call  0219140961 

Fitness - HR FITNESS:  
Pilates and Toning classes. Wednesday 

mornings  in the Lingen Street Hall.  
Contact Helena Robinson on 

0824717288 

Holiday Accommodation -  
Plettenberg Bay:  

On the banks of the Keurbooms River.  
Modern fully equipped deluxe accommodation. 

Sleeps 4 with  spacious bedrooms (1 Queen  
and  1 twin beds both en-suite).   

Excellent rates.  Contact Cindy on 0829256414. 
www.kriver.co.za 

Wills drafted free for BPC members  
only. Please contact Van der Linde  

Attorneys 021 949 3619  
for an appointment. 

Knitted Items 

Elize Visser knits beautiful scarves,  
fingerless gloves and warm bedsocks. 

Phone:  0219452896 

Painter - Marcel 083 658 1609 

Painting indoors and out, waterproofing, 
high pressure hose cleaning & tiling. 

Good references! 

Reliable Technician - Frans vd Merwe 
Fixes stoves, fridges, washing machines, etc: 

Contact: 0732144694 

School Readiness 

School readiness programme that  provides 
holistic development for the child to better 

equip them before they go to school.         
Have fun while developing and learning.  

Contact Michelle Retief on 
0839433058 

Builtrite: for all your property needs.  

Contact Matthew Bauermeister on 
0794247624 or per Fax 0219793629  

m.mb@live.co.za 

Proofreading service 

Reasonable rates  
and good turnaround time. 

I have experience in proofreading news-
paper and magazine articles, websites, 

blogs, social media and school textbooks. 

Contact Cherry on 083 333 1865  
or lockbuck@gmail.com 
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